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Cover photographtreecreeper in Torrieston Wod2D February2018(David Main).

Species account authors:

Wildfowl Bob Proctor
Gamebirdsdivers herons, grebes and rails Martin Cook

Seabird Richard Somers Cocks
Raptors Martin Cook

Waders Duncan Gibson
Pigeonsandowls to pipits including most passerines  Martin Cook

Finches and buntings Chris Thomas

This edition of Birds in Moray & Nairn, th&3rd edition of the Moray & Nairn bird reports
available only online at wwwitzlsinmorayandnairn.org. For those who wish a hard copy,
this can be printed from the website.

In addition to the species account authdms, ¢ditor would like to thank all thosého hawe
submitted their observationandthe photographers who have genasty permitted the use
of their images.

HOW TO SUBMIT RECORDS

There are two main ways in which you can submit your records:

1. To Birdtrack

The Scottish Ornit hodTradg pastterswith tkel BTG, REPB amdo w a
BirdWatch Ireland.

BirdTrack is a web-based bird recording project that looks at migration movements and
distributions of birds throughout Britain and Ireland. It provides facilities for observers to
store and managteir ovn personal records as well as using these for the production of local
bird reports, and to support species conservation at local, regional, national and even
international scales.

The principle behind BirdTrack is that if you have been out birdwag arywhere in Britain

and Ireland, or merely watching birds in your garden, records of the birds you have seen (or
indeed have not seen) can be useful data. Thus the scheme-iswehrand ongoing, and
anyone with an interest in birds can contributeporiant results produced by BirdTrack
include mapping migration timings and monitoring scarce birds. We know very little about
the timing of arrival and departure of winter visitors and this is just one area in which
BirdTrack will provide useful infanation.There are also many scarce birds where we would
like to know much more about their populations. The SOC hopes that most birdwatchers in
Scotland will soon adopt BirdTrack as their main bird recording and information sharing tool.

To find out more,or to register and get started, visit the BirdTrack website at
www.bto.org/volunteesurveys/birdtrack
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2. To the Moray and Nairn Recorder

Records may be submitted periodically during tharya inone batch as soon as possible

after the end of the year, and by the end of January at the latest. Although any format is
acceptable, the Recorder would be very grateful to receive as many submissions as possible
on Exceli a spreadsheet with appmiate lreadings may be obtained from tRecorder(see

below). Minimum information required for each record should include species name, number,
date and location (if possible with afiGure map reference, although afigure map
reference is often adegey

More information on how, and wher e, t o submi
recordséo secti on of t he Birds atn Mo r
www.birdsinmorayandnairn.org/biecording/submittingecords/

ASSESSMENT OF RARITY RECORDS

In order that an entirely accurate archive of records of rare and scarce species is maintained it
is clearly important to apply consistent standards to the acceptance of such records. This is
ensured through a system of assessment of written descriptidine oircumstances of the
occurrence and of the bird itself. Those who make use of our reports in the future must have
confidence that all published records have been scrutinised and considered acceptable by the
birding community of today.

A threetier sysem of record assessment exists:

British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC) assesses records of extreme rarities, in a British
context. The full committee contains ten voting members of which at least nine must vote in
favour of a record for it to be accegte

A list of species currently considered by BBRC can be found at
www.bbrc.org.uk/currentrarespecies.htm

Scottish Birds Records Committee(SBRC) assesses records of birds rare in a Scottish
context but not sufficiently rare to be assessed by BBRC. Timndtee consists of seven
voting members of which at least six must vote in favour.

A list of species currently considered by SBRC can be found at
www.the-soc.org.uk/sbrdist.ntm

Moray & Nairn R arities Committee (MNRC) assesses slightly less rare Sebt8pecies

and all other local rarities. The committee consists of five voting members of which at least
four must vote in favour for a record to be accepted. Current membership of MNRC is Martin
Cook, Roy Dennis, Duncan Gibson, Bob Proctor and Dave Pullan
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The following species are currently on the MNRC list:

Bewi ckbés Swan |Bean Goose American Wigeon
Greenwinged Teal Garganey éxcept adult maje Ring-necked Duck
Ruddy Duck éxcept adnale Surf Scoteréxcept adult maje | BalearicShearwater
leachb6s Petr el |Rednecked Grebe Black-necked Grebe
White Stork Spoonbill Bittern

Little Egret Great White Egret Honeybuzzard
Roughlegged Buzzard Hobby Spotted Crake
Corncrake Crane Avocet

Little RingedPlover(except American GolderPlover Temmi nckds St
lower River Spey)

Pectoral Sandpiper Buff-breasted Sandpiper Rednecked Phalarope
Grey Phalarope Long-tailed Skua Sabineds Gul l
Ring-billed Gull Black Tern Roseate Tern

Turtle Dove Nightjar Hoopoe

Wryneck GreenWoodpecker Redbacked Shrike
Gred Grey Shrike Golden Oriole Chough

Bearded Tit Shore Lark Yellow-browed Warbler
Reed Warbler Icterine Warbler Lesser Whitethroat
Firecrest Nuthatch Rosecoloured Starling
Bluethroat Redbreasted Flycatcher Black Redstart

Yellow Wagtall Ri chardbds Pi pi|WaterPipit

Common Rosefinch Hawfinch Lapland Bunting

Other species recorded for the first time in Moray & Nairn, and not on BBRC or SBRC lists,
are also assessed by MNRC.

If you find a rare species iMoray & Nairn, please contact the recorder (Maiook) who

will provide forms and forward these to the relevant commiti&léernatively, further
information and forms can be found and downloaded from the website at
www.birdsinmorayandnairn.org/bigcading/moraynairn-raritiescommittee/

Records bspecies on the lists of BBRC, SBRC or MNRC will only appediids in Moray

& Nairn following acceptance of the record by the relevant committee. It must be stressed,
however, that the failure of a redoto be accepted by a committee does not imppelief

of the observer, or that the observer is mistaken in the identification; simply that not quite
enough evidence has been assimilated by the observer in the time or conditions available.
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OBSERVERS CONTRIBUTING TO BIRDS IN MORAY & NAIRN 2018

| Addis, G Aitken, J Allison, A Archer,C Armour(CA), B Aspinall (BA), T Backx(TB), L
Bacon,| Bailey, A Baird, M C Bale C Ballinger (CB, E Balls, K Barnes (KB)B Bates
(BBa), P Bayliss,G Biggs,J H Bingley, G Birnie (GBi),B Blackhall (BBIl), M Boothman P
Brady, S Broyd,A BurgessA N M Burns,J Burnside (JB), J Caderd,Carter,M Chandler,
A ChapmanB Chappell T ChurchyardH Clark (HC), J A Clarke (JACK Clarke, D Clem
A J ClunagACl), M Coath,M ColemanM Collins, R Collins, M ConwayJ C Cook,M J H
Cook (MJHC),B Cooke,B Cosnette (BG), J K Craib (JKC)K Craib (KCr), R CrippsM G
Crutch (MGC), K Cunninghan{KCu), P Dale,R Dalziel,G DaviesR H DennigRHD), D G
Devonport S Donnelly (SD)M Doubleday (MD),J M Dowson,S DrakeS DO6r ozari o,
Eatch, M Eaton, S Eave$, Edward (AE),P Elford,L G R Evans, L Evans3 Etheridge
(BE), H Farquhar(HF), D Farr, M Farrar, O Frampstprn Francis(IF), H Frankin, M
FreestoneD Galloway, G GarnerC A GervaiseD A Gibson (DAG),R GomesC Gordon, J
D Gordon (JDG), P R Gordon (PRQ@), Gorringe, | Grahaml Green S Green(SG), T
Green,P Griffin, J Griffiths, K Guthrig S Hamilton,G Hamlett (GH), N Hammat] Harison
(JH), R Harrison,E Harwood (EH)W Haywood,M Hazleton, E HedigerA C Hilton, A
Hogg (AHo0),J Hogg(JHo), C Holter,J Homer (JHmM)A Huyton, P P HyvonenR Ince (RI),
S Inglis (SI),C JamesR Johnson (RJ M Jones,J JonesT JonesR Jordan (RJd), A Joss
(AJ), B Judge, L Keil, D Kelly,J D Law (JDL), A J Lawrence (AJL)V Leith, C G Leslie
(CGL), D Leslie,S D Levene, A MacAskill (AMac), | Macdonald (IMc),J & H MacDonald
(J&HM), A MacQueenH E Maggs(HM), D Main (DM), J Mair (JM),M Mair, J Marchant
(IMa), M Marquiss (MMq)B Marshall,K Mason,S Massig(SMa), S McArdle, S McAvoy
(SMv), G McCrae (GMcCG)E McCruden,J McDonald,G McMullins (GM), A McNee S
Mehta (SMe),L Miller (LMi), R Milne (RMi), H Moncrieff (HMo), P Moore (PM),R
Moore, GMorgan,| Morgan,L Morrison, W M Morrison (WMM), S Murkin, M Murray,J
Neal, S M Neal (SMN), | Noble, S Noble, J Officer (JO), A Palethorpe (API), Rark, A
Paterson(c Paterson, K Paterson (KP), S PetittPierce (DP)S PocockN R PorterJ Pott
(JP) R Potter(RPo) J Poyner (J&), R J F PrenticeG Prest (GB, R Proctor (RP)A Proud,
D M Pullan (DMP),M Ranner(MR), R RannerG Rebecca (GRbp ReedSRe), A Reid, C
Reid, G Reid, A & F Ritchie (A&FR), S Robertson, | Robsomy Rolton, S Rosser,K
Rylands (KR, A Scott (ASc) R Scott,J ScrimgeourB T R Seim, S SerighS%), C Sharge
(CsSh) M Sharpe(MSh), C&D Shaw(DSh), B Sheldon,P ShepherdR Shewan (RB), J
Simpson(JSi), L Simpson (L%), A Sinclair, R Singleton, M Sitnikova, A Slade, S Smaht
Smith, C Smith,G & D Smith,M Smith, R Somers Cocks (RSC)M Souter, A Spérs M
Stanyer,L Stead, M StoneP Stronach (PSt)N Sutherland (NS), | S Suttig), Sutton,P
SwainsonS Taylor,T Taylor, W G Taylor, A Thomas,C Thomas(CTh), J Thomason (JT),
D Thomson (DT), B Thompson (BT)F Todd,C Tolworthy, R B TozerG&S Tsikkouis
(G&ST), A E Turner(AET), M Turton (MT), R Walden, P WallaceS Wanless (SWaM
Warren(MWa), R Webh T J Wells (TJW), C Wesf{CWe), E Weston (EW)M Whitton
(MWh), B Whyte (BW), A Williams, K Williams, M Williams,C Williamson,S Willis, J
Wilson, P Winn, A Wlodarczyk, G WoodardP W Yendle M Youdale (MY), A Young
(AY), E Young

Apologies to anyone accidentally omitted.
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS

The following terms are used at the start of each species account to denote relative
abundance:

Breeding speles:

Occasional Has bred but none in most years
Rare 1-10 pairs in most years

Scarce 11-50 pairs

Fairly common 51-200 irs

Common 201-500 pairs

Very common more than 500 pairs

Non-breeding species:

Rare 1-20 records in total

Very scarce Not rare but less than 10 in most years
Scarce 10-50 in most years

Fairly common 51-200 in most years

Common 201-500 annually

Very common more than 500 annually

Brent Goose Branta bernicla

Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

All records relatedo Light-bellied Brent Goos®. b. hrota particularly the regular flock in
the Nairn area where flocks were recordexhf Delnies eastwards to the Culbin/Nairn Bars.
Winter: Present in the Nairn area from 7-8&Apr; maximum was 65 on 13 Jan (theyiar
mean is 67).

Largest group size reported from the Nairn area ZXiB:

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

50 69 52 64 64 80 74 57 76 80 65

Three records away from the Nairn area included: 4 Lossie estuary 10 Jan, 11 flying west
Lossiemouth 25 Mar anel10 Burghead maltings 23 Apr.

Autumn passage period (Septembtober): The only autumn records occurred at Findhorn
Bay (4 on 1214 Sep & 2 on 26 Sep) and Lossie estuary (2 on 26 Sep; same as Findhorn Bay
record?).

Winter: In the N&n area, the first returning birds was a group af6Nairn golf club 15

Nov. This is about a month later than 2017. Numbers were still low in late November and
early Decembere(g 8 on 22nd & 4 on 24th Nov and 8 on 4th Dec), though quickly
increasedd 40 on 9 Dec and 46 on 20 Dec from Culbin Bar. Walilg, 1 Loch Flemington

15 Nov.

Canada Goose Branta canadensis
Scarce migrant in summer, rare in winter.
Winter-spring: No records for these periods were received.
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Summer (Junduly): Present at Findino Bay 15 Jun; the first was a single on 1 Jurthat
Mosset Burn (exactly the same date and location as 2017), with the maximum count of 59 on
12th. Also in the Findhorn area, 13 flew over Forres 3 Jun. Coastal records elsewhere
involved 1 Loch Spynie 3un, 5 Spey estuary 7 Jun, 33 flying east Portkieo8klun and 8
Lossie estuary 24 Jun.

Autumn (AugustOctober): 6 Loch Flemington 30 Sep was the largest count in this period. In
Findhorn Bay 3 on 22 Sep and 1 on 12 & 14 Oct.

Hybrid Canada Goose x Gregl&oosesingles were recorded at Black Loch (Dava) 26 May
and Spey estuary 7 Jun.

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis

Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Winter-spring: The largest group during this period was 6 Portknockie 23 Mar. Otherwise
only singles reprted, and with three reports associating with Hodted Geese, all records
possibly relate to the same individual, Carse of Delnies 17 Jan, FinBhgrh8 Feb, Nether
Birnie 1819 Feb, Spey estuary 18 & 22 Mar, Forres 20 Mar, Wester Lawrenceton Farm 20
Mar, Clochan 286 & 30 Apr and Drainie 15 Apr.

Summer: Singles recorded in Findhorn Bay 9 & 20 May and2.TJun and at Portgordon
(with Eiders) 23 Mg, could refer to the same individual.

Autumn: The first record was a single at Findhorn Bay 23 Semubhiout October, only
recorded from Findhorn Bay where most records referred to single individuals (8 dates; 3rd
24th), though other counts involved gps of 2 (8th), 3 (6th), 4 (14th) and 5 (13th). Only two
reports in November; 1 Whiteness 4th and 18etubeach 11th.

Snow Goose Anser caerulescens

Rare visitor or escape.

A single darkintermediatemorph individual was recorded at several locatiorts @wpears to
refer to the same returning bird from autumn 2017. Present in the Miltonduff, Muiryhall and
Wester Manbeen area 26 Jafreb (RP, DAGet al), Findhorn Bay 18 & 20 Feb (RSC, BE),
Dipple (Fochabers) 20 Mar (MJHC, MY) and ColtfieleR1Apr (BirdGuides, RP). Later in

the year, recorded at Findhorn Bayl3 Oct (RSC, GMet al) and Miltonduff 4 Oct
(BirdGuides).

| S S e

v~

Snow Goose, Findhorn Bay 7 October 2018 (Richafd Somé?s Cock7s)
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Greylag Goose Anser anser

Rare breeder and very common winter visito

Winter-spring: Flocks containing 500 or more birds were recorded at two sites (one site in
2017): 600Gilston 4 Mar and 500+ Spey Bay 9 Mar. The only other large count was 490
Findhorn Bay 3 Jan. A total of 29 other coastal sites held small flocks ésat47).

Range of all flock sizes reported containing less than 400 individuals in Jakyory

101-200

201-300 301-400

59 10 8 1
49 6 5 2
52 7 3 2
63 8 1 3
41 10 1 3
51 6 8 3
39 7 3 1

Well inland, and probably part of the breeding population, maximum counts were: 108 Little
Aitnoch 16 Mar, 56 Cardh(Knockando) 21 Mar and 4 Dunearn crossroads 26 Mar.

Summer: In the Dava breeding area maximum counts were; 6 B9007 (Ferness) 8 Apr, 4
Knockaneorn Farm 12 Apr, 8 Tomloan (Achavraat) 12 Apr, 26 Aitnoch 23 Apr, 18 Aknoch
Dava 23 Apr, 20 Burnsideittle Aitnoch 23 Apr, 25 Little Aitnoch 27 Apr, 10 A939
(Ferness), 6 May, 12 Duthil 20 May, 25+ Dava lochans 20 May, 59 Dunearn crossroads 23
May, 5 Back Loch (Dava) 26 May, 4 Loch Allan (Dava) 26 May and 4 Loch Kirkaldy 10
Jun. However, no records of confirmed laheg were received.

In the coastal strip, one on Loch na Bo seemed territorial on 24 Mar and a possible pair on
Loch Oire 7 Apr was suggest of a territory in the area.

Non-breeding flocks were regular at Findhorn Bay between 129udul (similar to 2071 no

count exceeded 100 this year; maximum 50+ on 19 Jul). Elsewhere inJulyngnax.
counts) were, 4 Urquhart 1 May, 2 Craigellachie&38 May, 16 Whiteness 27 May, 10
Loch Spynie 3 Jun, 20 Clarkly Hill (Burghead) 12 Jun, 21 Spey estuary 12 Jun &%6 27
(Nairn) 30 July.

Late summer: Frequently seen around the Findhorn Bay area during August where an
estimated 75@00 Milton of Grange o 15th and a roost count of 758 on 28th were the
largest. A further 12 counts were over 100. Flocks were also séemust at Auldearn (75+

on 6th), Lossie Forest pools (33 on 19th) and Carse of Detn&30(on 26th).

Autumn: Difficult to assess whicare local birds and which are Icelandic breeders returning

in September; two large counts from Findhorn Bay (2322ih and 320 on 21st). The only
other count away from Findhorn Bay was 10 Carse of Delnies on 17th. In October, the largest
count was 210 Rradley (Clochan) on 28th.

In November, flocks exceeding 100 individuals (max. counts) were: 170 Clochan 1st, 900
Broadley (Clochan) 10th, 224 leaving Findhorn Bay roost 24th and 500+ Loch Flemington
28th.

Winter (max. counts only): No flock counts excegd®0, the largest was 101 Muirton 9
Dec.

Hybrid Canada Goose x Greylag Goose; singles were recorded at Black laaat) @8 May

and Spey estuary 7 Jun.

9|
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Pink- footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus

Very common migrant and winter visitor.

Winter (JanuaryMarch): Reported at 11 sites from Nairn, with two flocks in excess of 1000:
1700 Ardersier 26 Jan ardl000 Firhall 3 Mar Smaller flocks (max. counts) were seen at
Loch Flemington ¢.45 on 26 Jan), Delnies (600+ on 4 Feb), North Kildruemféarm ¢.500

on 9 Feb), Nairn Bar (1 on 18 Feb), Lochdhu gatehau28@ on 1 Mar) and Nairn Academy
(c.250 on 1 Mar).

In Moray, the lagest counts in this period were again from Findhorn Bay at dawn where the
largest was 11,360 on 9 Jan (RSC), and b@rstin excess of 1000 individuals. Elsewhere,
counts in excess of 1000 included2000 Roseisle 2 Jar,2000 Miltonduff 27 Jan, 1000
Ardivot 27 Jan, 1000 Cloddach quarry 27 Jan & 22 Mar, 1000+ Loch Spynie 291E0Q
Nether Birnie 18 Feb, 1000 NethBogside (Cloddach) 19 Feb, 1100 Coxton 21 Feb, 1000+
Spey Bay 9 Mar, 1700 Fochabers 20 Mar and 2000 Dipple 20 Mar.

Spring passage (maxounts): Unlike 2017, the only sizeable flock reported from Findhorn
Bay wasc.5000 on 16 Apr, with only two other caisnin excess of 1000; 2000 on 14 Apr
and 1750 on 18 Apr. Other flocks in excess of 1000 were reported from Coltfield (3000 on 1
Apr & ¢.2000 on 3 Apr) and near Nairn (1000+ on 8 Apr), with only two sizeable counts
mid-month €.800 Drainie &c.500 Portknocie on 15th). Still large numbers passing through

in late April and May at Findhorn Bag.g 910 on 28 Apr and 700 on 3 May). Most counts
later in the month were small, most under 100, except 155 west Lossiemouth 21 Apr, 150+
Spey Bay on 21 Apr and.300 Roseisle 28 Apr. During earyid May flock sizes were
relatively small, possibly suggesting an early departure, with maximum countseasseaf

100 (all from Findhorn Bay); 250 on 6th, 410 on 9th and 502 on 12th. Late in May was a
single Mosset Burn 24tand then 2 Findhorn Bay (carse) 29th. Interestingly, one appeared to
attach itself to domestic geese on 6 May at Tilliglens.

Summer: Premnt again in the Findhorn Bay area during the summer betw&8nJain: the
maximum count was three on-12 & 14 Aug &d still two present on 21 & 25 Aug.

Autumn: The first sighting during this period was 38 Findhorn Bay 12 Sep, with daily
arrivals after his date throughout the month. Small numbers during the initial arrival period;
80 Burghead 13th, 50 Newtyle 13th, 8pey estuary 13th, 15 Clochan 14th, 8 Nairn 14th,
c.70 Keith 14th and 40 Spey estuary 14th. Larger numbers seen fromaniti, especially

at Findhorn Bayd.g 2550+ on 15th, 4450 on 16th and 7500 on 18th), then 15000+ on 21st,
23rd & 26th. Large numbermgresent in Findhorn Bay in Oct (6#1ist): maximum count
15,500 on 14th, and another five counts over 12,000. Much smaller numbers stsgndne
counts); 6000 Dyke 1st, 55 flying west Lossiemouth 6th, 100+ Nairnc@t@00 Burghead
14th, 420+ Spynie agel4th, 100+ Hopeman 14th, 250 Spey estuary 14th, 368 Culbin Bar
14th, 7000 Nairn Bar 14th and 2000 Drybridge 15th. In November, flooks 1800 (max.
counts) were only seen at Findhorn Bay; 35,930 leaving the roost on 10th.

Winter: The largest flock reeded in December was 12,700 Findhorn Bay 4th (11,900 on
9th) leaving the roost. Maximum counts in excess of 1000 also occurred at 2090rhiBr
(Auldearn) 21st and 1000+ Rafford 26th.

Leucistic individuals were reported from Nether Birnie 18 Feb andhédeBogside
(Cloddach) 19 Feb (same individual) and 2 at Coltfield 1 Apr.

White - fronted Goose  Anser albifrons

Very scarce winter visitor

Greenland racA. a. flavirostris:

Findhorn Bay: 1on 9 & 26 Oct (GM, API).
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EuropearraceA. a. albifrons

Coltfield: lon1& 3 AprRP, AlL).
Loch Spynie: 1 with Pink-footed Geese along the Scarffbanks Farm track 4 Mar
(DAG, RP, HF).

Recordsf un-assigned race:
Cullen: 2 on the golf course 25 Mar (LS).

Mute Swan Cygnus olor

Scarce resident breeder astortdistance migrant. Common in winter.

Breeding: A total of 21 apparently occupied territories were recorded in 2018, with 16 pairs
produdng 68 young; of these, a minimum of 42 appear to have fledged. The mean total of
fledged young in 2018 was 2.6.

Mean number of young probably fledging from those pairs known to have produced young:

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Pairs 14 17 17 13 19 13 17 11 12 11 16
Young fledged 59 57 84 53 53 73 43 38 56 26 42
Mean 42 33 49 41 28 57 25 35 47 24 2.6

Maximum monthly counts of local flocks (excluding breeding birds in Apugust) were:

L. Flemington 3 6 4 Breeders 24 39 57 54
Nairn harbour 2 2 2 Breeders 9 9 8 8
Loch Loy 11 5 1 nc 1 nc nc nc nc nc 3 2
Loch of Blairs 4 nc 3 Breeders 9 nc nc 8
Findhorn Bay 6 7 13 53 8 81 5 6 36 25 2 1
Lossie estuary O 1 2 1 1 0 2 1 1 0O O 0
Loch Spyne 74 64 47 35 nc nc 2 nc 8 40 43 nc
Cloddach 7 7 5 Breeders nc nc 12 13
Loch Oire 24 18 9 Breeders nc 9 10 11
Loch na Bo 2 5 nc Breeders nc 6 9 15
Spey estuary nc nc 3 5 3 2 nc nc 12 nc 1 nc

nc = no count received

Coastal records (max. counts): 2ltdnduff distillery 6 Jan & 18 Feb, 2 Delnies 8 Jan, 2
Burghead Bay (Roseisle) 4 FebGiigorhill (Auldearn) 16 Feb, 4 RAF Lossiemouth 22 Feb,

1 Drainie pig Farm 24 Mar, 5 & 21 Apr, 2 Calcots (Elgin) 27 Mar and 3 Cooper Park (Elgin)
1 Apr,

Individuals instubble fields; 1 Linksfield Farm (Elgin) 21 Apr, 1 Windyridge 3, 6 & 7 May
and 2 NetheBogside (Cloddach) 17 & 18 May.

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

Common migrant and winter visitor.

Winter-spring: In Nairn, reported from one site (max. count): Loatnfthgton (12 on 15
Mar).

11|
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In Moray, reports were received from 16 sites. Maximum couwnis feach site were: 69
Loch Oire 2 Jan, 5 Wester Coltfield 7 Jan, 7 Drainie 5 Feb, 7 RAF Lossiemouth 6 Feb, 20+
Hempriggs 11 Feb, 2 Birnie 14 & 22 Feb, 72 Pitgavenydl8, 2 Cloddach quarry 21 Feb, 4
Portknockie 28 Feb, 60 Spey Bay 9 Mar, 76 Loch Spy@ieMhar, 20 Alves 21 Mar, 1
Balormie pig farm 24 Mar, 87 Calcots 27 Mar, 24 Findhorn Bay 29 Mar and 69 Balliesland
Farm 29 Mar.

Spring (ApriktMay): 13 Coltfield 3 Apr, 8Bailliesland Farm 5 Apr, 1 Balormie pig farm 6
Apr, 12 Loch Flemington 7 Apr, 23 Loclpgnie 7 Apr and 28 Findhorn Bay 22 Apr.

Summer: The individual in Findhorn Bay was seen intermittently freé88 8un (GM).

Autumn: The first record for the autumn pmtiwas 6 in off the sea at Spey Bay 17 Sep (an
early arrival date, but the same as 2017), followed by 5 Findhorn Bay 18 Sep. Elsewhere in
September groups were seen later in the month; 12 Whiteness 23rd, Istpey 23rd and

3 Burghead 28th.

In October 72 reports were received with most flocks again under 50. Five counts exceeded
100 individuals, max. counts from each sitere184 Loch Spynie 11th and 200 Gilston area
23rd (both relating to the same groujm).November no sites held flocks over 18d; Loch

Oire 16th was the largest count received.

Winter (December): In Nairn, birds were recorded at three sites (max. counts): Loch
Flemington 26 on 9th, 11 Loch Loy 27th and 8 Kingsteps 29th. In Moray, seemet sites
(max. counts): 16 Findhorn Bayst, 36 Loch Oire 1st, 10 Loch of Blairs 4th & 26th, 3 Loch
Spynie 9th, 3 Culbin Bar 9th, 5 Loch na Bo 21st and 43 Cloddach quarry 22nd.

Brood sizes reported in OBtec 20142018:

The mean from the 10 broods reported was 3.2 young.

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna

Fairly common visitor in winter and spring. Scarce breeder.

Breeding: Records were received from Whiteness (6 chicks), Findhorn B8y 10,& 16
chicks), off Lossiemouth harbour (16 chicks) and Spey estuary (7 chicks) giving a mean of
10.0 chicks from those reported. Seen in potential breeding areas at Eastes,&lilbin

Bar, Balormie pig farm, Cloddach quarry, Foresterseat and &boch

Best monthly counts at coastal sites were as follows:

J F M A M J J A S @) N D
Nairn/Culbin Bars 296 267 7 2 nc nNnc nc nc nc nc nc 147

Findhorn Bay 198 8 63 76 127 144 131 14 1 61 133 157
Lossie estuary 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
Spey estuary 4 0 2 8 12 6 3 1 0 0 2 0
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Other coastal sites (max. counts): 11 Whiteness 23 Feb, 3 Burghead Bay 20 Apr and 5 Carse
of Delnies 16 Jul.

Inland (max. counts): 2 Silverhills 4 Feb, 2 Loch Spynie 20 Feb, 3 RAF Lossiemouth 12 Mar,
16 Cloddach quarry 22 Mar, 4 Loctoy 28 Mar and 4 Balormie pig farm 19 Apr (pair
present 4 Feli3 May, and display noted).

At Lossiemouth during seawatches: 4 wast9 Apr.

Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata
Probable escape or feral origin.

Kilravock area: Maximum count of 5 Holme Rodéilravock 20 Jan, otherwise 3
Kilravock 17 Jan & 14 May, 2 on 18 Mar and 1 on the River Nairn 12
Apr.

Cawdor area: 30 reported by Cawat Castle estate staff during the winter closed

season is the largest count recorded in Moray & Nairn. Breeding
recorded in tB same area; a brood of 9 ducklings were seen on 14 Jun
(BBI), 7 (though seen in thick vegetation) on 16 Jun (JH, SD), and 3
well grown on 9 Jul (BBI). Most counts were generally small; 3 on 13
14 Jun and 8 seen on 13 Dec.

Half Davoch: A pair on a pool 3Mar.

Elgin: Three on the River Lossie 1 Dec.

Buckie: Unusually, 2 males at Buckie harbour 2 May.
Tomintoul: Well inland, a predatémale was found 28 Apr.

Garganey Spatula querquedula

Rare in spring.

A pair was present on the Spey estuary 13 Apr (JP, Rdd anale at Loch Spynie 10 May
(HF, RP).

Shoveler Spatula clypeata
Occasional breeder and scarce migrant.

Findhorn Bay: A pair 14 Apr. Regular 2 Ne81 Dec; max count 6 on 3 &Dec.

Balormie pig farm: A male on 9 & 11 Apr.

Loch Spynie: The largest cout was 4 on 3 Dec. Seen intermittently from 4 -#&b
Apr and then 26 Au@ Dec.

Loch Oire: A male 24 Nov.

Spey estuary: A pair on 19 Apr, 2 males on 20 Apr, 2 on 23 May and 3 on 23 Jul.

Gadwall Mareca strepera

Scarce visitor.

Loch Flemington: A single on6 dates 5 Jafi0 Mar (JAC, PRG, JDG). Recorded on 9
occasions between 8 S2B Nov (max. count; 4 on 17 Sep) (JAC,

BW, CGL).
Nairn: A male on the rivémouth5-8 Jan (BB] CGL).
Kingsteps: A single present 10 & 16 Jan (PRG).
Findhorn Bay: A single in theMosset channel 9 May (RSC).
Lossie estuary: Three females present on 3 Sep (AJL).
Loch Spynie: A male 6 Jan (RP) wasédtonly record in the early part of the year. In

summer, a pair 7 Apr (DAG) and then an eclipse male 1 & 31 Jul (RP).
Regular 1 Aug25 Dee (12 records); the largest count of the year was
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10 (4 males, 6 females) 2 Sep (RP) with 9 (3 males, 6 females) still

present 9 Sep (JDL).

Loch na Bo: Two males on 21 Dec (MJHC).

Loch Oire: Recorded 4 Jahl Apr (30 reports; majority related to a singlalen
(EH, RP)). Two on 21 Mar and a pair 30 Mar & 2 Apr (MY, RP, JDL),
and max. counts of 4 on 2 Apr and 3 males, 1 fenoal 7 Apr (DT,
RP). Recorded later in the year from 19 Sepec (28 reports; the
majority again relating to a single male EH, MJHC,))RM®ith a pair

present 1 Dec (RP). Interestingly a male was again following a female

Mallard on 20 Jan and 4 Mar (RPjossibly relating to the same

individual from previous years due to similar behaviour by a male at

Balormie pig farm 29 Apf May 2016 ad Loch Oire 28 Dec 2013
(displaying to a female Mallard) & 24 Dec 2017.
Spey estuary: A female on 26 Jul (MJHC).

Wigeon Mareca penelope

Very common winter visitor and rare breeder.

Breeding: Confirmed breeding occurred at Loch Kirkaldy when 10 duckliege seen with
two females on 10 Jun (MGC). The last confirmed breeding also occurred here in 2015.
Non-breeders in sumer (MayJuly) away from main sites below were: 1 Whiteness 20 May
and 2 females Loch Kirkaldy 10 Jul.

Monthly maximum counts at mairtes were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug| Sep Oct Nov Dec
FindhornBay 760 870 532 272 3 31 0 245 1200 3164 1440 1425
Lossie estuary 1500 727 400 250 O 9 1 5 184 477 966 1158
Loch Spynie 110 339 182 101 nc nc 3 23 11 14 nc nc
Speyestuary 30 159 50 30 7 10 3 21 42 118 123 317

Winter: Monthly maximum counts at other coastal sites were

Carse of Delnies 650 nc nc nc nc 35 nc nc
Nairn harbour area 31 190 25 30 nc 19 300 150
Nairn/Culbin Bars 570 228 nc nc nc 150 nc 502
Portgordon 0 25 nc nc nc 53 nc 11

Other counts on the coast included (max. counts): 20 on theffseassiemouth harbour 21
Jan and 50 Whiteness 25 Nov.

On freshwater:

Jan Feb\ Mar  Apr Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

L. Flemington 50 56 65 nc nc 36 158 200 105
Loch Loy nc nc 4 nc nc nc 2 nc 120
Loch of Blairs 15 nc 12 nc nc 4 50 nc 40
Cloddachquarry = 300 410 408 nc nc nc 78 450 705
Dallachy pool 0 1 0 0 1 3 9 10 5
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Loch na Bo 0 1 17 nc nc nc 0 0 0
Loch Qire 472 245 140 15 2 42 285 200 137

Other counts on freshwater included (max. counts): 31 Miltonduff distillery pond 27 Jan, 150
Balormie pig farm 3 Feb, 8 Gordon Castle (Fochabers) 14 Oct, 19+ Black Loch (Dava) 16
Nov and 6 Loch Allan 9 Dec.

Regularly seen on seawatches off Lossiemouthdua in the autumn period: max. 60 on 24
Nov.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Common resident breeder and winter visitor.

Breeding: The mean brood size from 9 broods was 5.1 chicks.

Breeding was confirmed at Whiteness, Nairn, Loch of Blairs, Craigellaodi€@ch Spynie.
Inland, also recorded in suitable habitat at: Aberlour, Auchmair (Cabrach), Dava Moor,
Ferness, Loch Kirkaldy, Loch of the Cowlatt, Tomnavoulin and Upper Edingight.

Also recorded in suitable breeding habitat in the coastal strip at: Balgigifarm,Brodie
Castle pond, CawdorCloddach quarry, Dallachy pool, Elgin, Findhorn Bay, Gallowhill,
Grigorhill (Auldearn), Kingsteps, Knockando, Loch na Bo, Loch Oire, Lossieaey,
Miltonduff distillery pool, Mosset Pond (Forres), Myreside (ElgifNairn, Redwood
(Rafford), River Lossie (Elgin & Calcots), Rothes, Sanquhar pond and Spey estuary.

Best monthly flocks in regularly counted areas were:
Freshwater:

N F M A M J N A S O N D
Loch Flemington 81 26 23 6 nc nc 40 60 160 23 45 49

Loch Loy 95 nc nc nc 5 nc ncC nc nc nNnc nc nc
CooperPark,Elgin -~ nc nc 13 nc nc nc 15 17 nc 13 nc 4

Loch Spynie 267 30 nc 20 nc nc 115 131 9 26 61 nc
Cloddachquarry 15 40 65 nc nc nc nc nc nc 125 291 265
Loch Oire 81 18 120 8 nc nc nc 12 93 135 45 80
Loch na Bo 18 44 12 nc nc nc nc nc nc 16 40 67
Dallachy pool 25 19 nc nc nc 16 62 55 157 140 99 52

Gordon Castle 78 nc 13 8 nc 14 40 57 nc 61 13 90

Large counts on other freshwater sites were (max. counts): 37 Miltonduff distillery pond 6
Jan, 75+ Brodie Castle pd 27 Oct, 30 River Lossie (Elgin) 2 Dec, 70 Kellas 10 Dec, 140
Hill of Maud 17 Dec ana@.45 Loch of Blairs 25 Dec.

Well inland in winter we e : 39 B-Mains of @don 8 Jan, 46 Marypark 19 Jan, 10
Cragganmore 19 Jan, 2 Holme Rd&Skavock 20 Jan13 Carron 31 Jan, 20 Inverchor 2 Dec
and 178 Craigellachi@berlour 30 Dec.
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Coastal sites:

DelniesNairn 0 4 nc 83 9 0 14 nc
Nairn harbour area 1 nc 2 nc nc nc nc 10
Kingsteps area nc nc 100 nc 130 100 110 85
Nairn/Culbin Bars 73 23 nc nc nc 4 nc 0
Lossie estuary 6 5 nc 24 31 nc nc nc
Spey estuary 10 2 5 4 48 nc nc 25
Strathlene-Portgordon 123 34 nc nc nc 31 nc 96

Records received throughout the year (max. counts) at Findhorn Bay:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
FindhornBay 344 176 92 1 44 105 48 189 292 115 136 169

Two coastal sites held 50 or more birds: 76 Portgordon harbour 9 Dec and 96 Portgordon
Buckpool 11 Dec.
A male on Halforddés roof (El gin) 2 May.

Pintail Anas acuta
Fairly common winter visitor and migrant. Occasional breeder.

Whiteness: One on 20 MayCGL).

Loch Flemington: A female 3 Aug. Later in the year 2 on 6 Nov and 1 on 15 Nov (JAC,
PSt, SSe).

Loch Loy: 15 on 21 Jan (DSh), then 2 on 16 Nov and a single de2qCGL).

Findhorn Bay: Present from 4 Ja2l Apr and 2 Sef3l Dec. With continued redgar

visits large numbers were again recorded during both periods
providing 71 records in excess of 100 individuals but slightly lower
numbers than recent years, maximaoount in each period was 366 on
13 Feb (GM) and 369 on 20 Nov & 6 Dec (GM, RSC).

Bed monthly counts irFindhorn Bay ir2018 were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
356 366 293 129 0 0 0 0 82 332 369 369
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Annual maxima of fitail at Findhorn Bay 1982018:
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A female on 17 Nov (DMP).

A pair present on 4 Mar (DAG).

During seawatches 3 females west on 16 Sep and a male west on 18
Oct (RP).

A male on 6 Jan, a pair on 20 Jan & Mar and a male on 20 May
(RP, Moray Bird Club, CGL, DAG, JDL). Later in the year a enalas
present on 24 Sep and 17 Nov (RD, MJHC).

A pair 18 Jan & 11 Feb, (MJHC, HF). Unsexed individuals included 2
on 2 Feb and 1 on 13 Feb (EH, MY).

4 on 22 Jan (SG).

A female on 11 Dec (MJHC).

PortgordonrStrathleneOne on 9 Dec (MJHC).

Teal Anas crecca

Scarce breeder and very common winter visitor.

Breeding: Confirmed breeding occurred at Lochs of Bogmussach when a female was seen
with 6 chicks on 22 May (RPo0).

Potential breeding sites occupied during the brepdaason included: Aitnoch, Balormie pig
farm, Carse of Delnies, Craigellachie, Dallachy pool, Dufftown, Fornighty, East Mains
(Gilston), Loch Flemington, Loch Kirkaldy, lobh of the Cowlatt, Millourn, Montgrew
(Keith), Mossside (Nairn), Roseisle and Satgu Loch.
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Monthly maximum counts from main coastal/inland sites outside the breeding season were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Aug Sep Oct Nov

Loch Flemington 95 58 32 1 nc 3 28 40 5

Loch Loy 140 nc nc nc nc nc 2 nc 60
Lossie estuary 682 177 34 58 9 73 101 217 601
Loch Spynie 70 40 nc 12 2 4 34 nc nc
Cloddach quarry 24 20 20 nc nc nc 50 130 150
Loch Oire 0 11 7 7 nc 1 0 23 25
Loch na Bo 0 3 14 nc nc nc 0 10 0

Dallachy pool 26 2 5 13 nc 52 59 56 54
Spey estuary 3 nc 21 22 45 57 nc nc 110

At the Lossie estuary numbers quickly increased in January: 136 on 2nd, 461 on 7th, 575 on
20th and 682 on 21st.

Records received throughout the year (max. counts) at Himday:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
384 171 85 106 21 6 19 127 577 188 414 95

Well inland during winter were 5 River Spey (Craigellachie) 20 Mar and 10 Inverchor 2 Dec.
Other large counts (max.): 100 Gilstai Jan, 35 Mosside (Narn) 12 Mar, 14 Dufftown 4

Apr, 25 Loch Kirkaldy 21 Oct and 44 Loch of Blairs 26 Dec.

Lowland and coastal records (max. counts) included: 1 Sanquhar pond 13 Jan & 19 Mar, 1
Chapeltown (Forres) 13 Jan, 1 Culbin Bar 21 Jan, 4 Lossitmwest beach 21 Jan2 1
Whiteness 25 Jan and 12 Carse of Delnies 17 Sep.

Regular during seawatches off Lossiemouth harbour, the largest count was 15 on 1 Sep.

A male showing mixed characters of Greeimged Teal x Teal was seen at the Lossie
estuary 17& 25 Feb, 17 Mar, 2 & 8 Bc (DAG, RP). Previous records of a male showing
mixed characters have also occurred on the Lossie estuary: 10 Jan 2010, 31 Dec 2015, 17 Jan
2016 and 10 & 26 Dec 2017.

Green- winged Teal Anas carolinensis

Rare visitor.

LochFlemington: A male was preseritom 5 Jarl5 Mar (JACet al) and then again on
27 & 29 Nov (JAC).

Loch Spynie: A male 35 Feb (RP, PRG).

Lossie estuary: A male 17 Nov (RP, DAG).

A male showing mixed characters of Greeimged Teal x Teal was seen at the Lossie
estuary 17 & 25 Feb, 1Mar, 2 & 8 Dec (DAG, RP). Previous records of a male showing
mixed characters have also occurred on the Lossie estuary: 10 Jan 2010, 31 Dec 2815, 17
2016 and 10 & 26 Dec 2017.

Pochard Aythya ferina
Scarce winter visitor and occasional breeder.
Recorad at five sites (a slight increase from 3 sites in 2017).
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Hopeman: A group of 4 circled an Eider flock before continuing to fly east 17
Nov (DMP).

Loch Spynie: A male 23 Dec (DAG, HF, JSi).

Loch na Bo: A male 27 Nov and & 21 Dec (MJHC, RP).

Loch Oire: A male 16 Dec (RP).

Dallachy pool: A pair 17 Jul (MJHC, JM).

Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligala

Scarce breeder and common winter visitor.

Breeding: Broodsvere recorded at the lochan opposite Black Loch (Dava) (5 chicks), Loch
Flemington (5 chicks), Newmill (7hicks) and Loch Spynie (1 & 2 chicks), giving a mean of
4.0 chicks per brood.

Other potential breeding sites occupied during the summer months Arech, Black

Loch (Dava), Brodie Castle pool, Cloddach quarry, Cooper Park pond (Elgin), Dallachy pool,
Delnies, Loch Flemington, Loch Loy, Loch na Bo, Loch of Blairs, Loch Oire and Sanquhar
pond.

Monthly maximum counts (excluding ducklings) at maiesivere:

J F M A M J N) A S O N D
Loch Flemington 6 1 nc 6 4 npc 18 16 10 10 30 31

Loch Loy 16 nc 9 nc nc nc nc nc nc 4 nc 35
Brodie Castle pool 17 10 5 1 nc nc nc nc nc 3 nc nc
Loch of Blairs 3 nc 3 nc nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 3
Sanquhar pond 1 1 1 nc nc nc nc nc nc nc nc nc
Loch Spynie 50 30 27 64 24 6 50 43 71 29 4 nc

Cloddachquarry 65 60 45 nc nc nc nc nc nc 17 33 20
Cooper Park, Elgin 15 14 11 7 2 nc NnC nNnC NcC Nnc nc 5

Dallachy pool 10 O 4 4 0 5 19 23 17 10 14 10
Loch na Bo 0 0 nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 113 108 134
Loch Oire 656 45 30 38 10 nc 16 10 12 4 4 nc

Elsewhere, 28 Broadshaw Wood (reservoir) 5,ApGrigorhill (Auldearn) 30 Jul, 8 Gordon
Castle pond 12 Aug and 16 Dava Moor 7 Nov.

Coastal records (max. counts) included: 2 Culbin 24 Feb, 2 Burghead Bay (Roseisle) 4 Mar, 2
Spey estuary 8 May & 9 Jun, 14 Hilton of Delnies 21 Sep and 1 old Findhomrmetha
(Findhorn Bay) 6 Nov.

A male showing mixed characters of Scaup x Tufted Duckssas at Loch Oire 16, 20 &

25 Feb (EH, MY, RP).

Scaup Aythya marila
Scarce winter visitor.

Nairn: Present in October, November (18 on 3rd, 17 on 11th & 27 on 29th)
andDecemberd.30 on 14th & 22 on 15th).

Nairn Bar: One on 18 Feb and 2 on 14 Oct.

Burghead: 10 on 23 Mar.

Lossiemouth: Seen during seawatches 7 males west 25 Sep, 3 males west 12 Oct, 13

west 18 Oct and 1 west 27 Oct.
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Loch Spynie: Present 22 March (male) iad then 6 Aug (2), 24 Sep (2 females) and
14 Oct (female).
Loch Oire: A single 2, 25 & 31 Jan.

A male showing mixed characters of Scaup x Tufted Duck was seen at Loch Oire 16, 20 &
25 Feb (EH, MY, RP).

King Eider Somateria spectabilis

Rare visitor.

A male King Eider has been a regular winter visitor to the coast of Moray & Nairn since
November 2009, with most records in the vicinity of Nairn or Burghead. Over the same
period, a King Eider has been present in summer on the Ythan estuary in Abergeenshi
Close examination of the dates of stay at these two locations shows no overlap and it is now
considered that the same lesigying bird accounts for all records of King Eider since 20009.
This position has been agreed by the SOC Recorders of Morayr& &a Aberdeenshire,

and by Nigel Hudson, Secretary of British Birds Rarities Committaed is set out in the
Report on rare birds in Great Britain in 20Btifish Birds108:565633).

This year the male was seen on 4 Aug and 4 & 18 Sep off Hiltonlofd3e 1621 Sep west
Nairn, 2526 Sep Burghead Bay aneb2ct off Burghead (DMPAJL et al.).

"3 -
G o ] T RPRRICY ot N

King Eider, Burghead 2 October 2018 (Allan Lawrence)

Eider Somateria mollissima
Scarce breeder, common offshore.
Breeding: One breeding record; Portgordéchicks) (MJHC, A&FR).
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Regular counts (max.) from coastal areas:

J F M AM J J A S O N D

Delnies area 20 36 nc 12 14 32 nc nc ncC nc nc nc
DelniesNairn 56 nc nc nc nc ncncnc nc 6 nc 2
Nairn 2 56 nc 15 nc nc nc nc nc 19 nc 30
Culbin/Nairn Bars 23 121 nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 10 nc nc
Findhorn Bay area nc 11 1 nc 1 11 nc 1 1 nc 1 1
Burghead Bay 7 12 12 6 6 25 4 93 6 1 4 11
Burghead 300 33 22 39 nc nc nc nc nc 25 40 33
BurgheadHopeman 30 62 nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 11 nc 62
Hopeman 200 46 nc 15 nc nc nc nc nc 500 nc nc
Lossiemouth 87 65 12 nc nc nc nc 2 nc 60 8 120
Spey Bay 54 6 8 15 3 nc nc 7 7 50 190 70
Spey estuary 1 0 1 0 0 3 4 9 O 3 0 0
Portgordon- 36 61 nc 30 nc 17 nc 29 nc 1 nc 14
Strathlene

Other counts were: 17 Findochty 10 Apr, 9 Porthkaed5 Apr, 176 Clashach 16 Oct325
Cummingston 30 Oct and200 East Beach, Lossiemouth 18 Nov.
The only count received from within a harbour was 18 Buckie harbour 9 Dec.

Velvet Scoter  Melanitta fusca

Fairly common winter visitor.

Only two counts ex@eded 50 individuals during 2018; 59 Nairn Bar 21 Jan and 65 Culbin
Bar 22 Feb.

Maximum counts for main areas were:

Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 63 79 nc 0 nc 5
Burghead Bay 7 21 11 4 50 34
Burghead 2 0 30 4 nc 3
Lossiemouth (seawathes) 0 2 6 6 0 15
Spey Bay 1 1 nc 0 3 0

Passage noted at Lossiemouth during seawatmmé&sApr (2 males), 21 Apr (4 males), 15
Sep (female) and 23 Sep (male).

Coastal summer records (Mdauly) included: 10 Nairn 6 May, 2 Burghead Bay 13 May (2
on 4Aug) and 2 males east Lossiemouth 18 Jul.

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra

Common winter vigdr, small numbers in summer.

Summer records (Mayuly), maximum counts from each site, included: 10 Nairn 6 May, 78
off Findhorn 12 Jul, 27 Burghead 27 Jul, 255g®l Lossiemouth 14 Jul and 20 off Tugnet
23 May.
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Maximum monthly counts were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Aug Sep Oct Nov | Dec |

Nairn 7 nc 8 nc nc nc 0 4 4
Nairn Bar 1698 976 nc nc nc nc 0 nc 50
Culbin Bar 8 570 nc nc nc nc 4 nc 0
Off Findhorn nc 3 nc nc 19 nc nc 368 86
Burghead Bay 200 230 220 34 96 470 250 500 208
Burghead-Hopeman 180 60 45 14 5 10 20 30 9
Spey Bay (Boa 4 50 nc nc nc nc 200 34 nc
Spey Bay (off Tugnet) 0 0 8 40 0 20 13 397 200

Recorded throughout the year during seatedoff Lossiemouth (monthly totals):

J F M A Y/ J N| A S @) N D)
Lossiemouth 13 47 189 306 126 30 693 24 386 181 62 87
seawatches

Elsewhere, 11 Carse of Delnies 13 Jan, 20 Portessie 9 Mar, 17 Cullen 22 Apr and 9
Strathlene 30 Apr & 3 Sep.
Inland: 2femalkes Loch Flemington 6 Nov.

Long- tailed Duck  Clangula hyemalis
Common winter visitor offshore.
Coastal records in summer (Juhdy): 1 Burghead 22 Jun.

Maximum monthly counts were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec
DelniesNairn 8 38 nc 5 0 nc 6
Nairn area 420 38 79 15 6 2 18
Nairn Bar 537 321 nc nc 32 nc 250
Culbin Bar 48 36 nc nc 0 nc 7
Off Findhorn 148 122 20 3 45 160 44
Burghead Bay 420 135 200 38 30 334 68
Burghead-Hopeman 2 28 2 nc 0 nc 1
Lossiemouth 2 77 38 2 12 nc 6
Lossiemouth 63 168 512 307 122 37 136
(seavatches)
Spey Bay 115 60 nc 70 nc 11 150
Spey Bay (off Tugnet) 100 130 0 0 0 106 9
Portgordon-Strathlene 2 6 26 nc nc 2 5
Cullen 56 27 nc 73 55 105 nc

On estuaries (max. counts): 2 Findhorn Bay 11 Nov and 2 Spey e2fu@st and also on 1,
12 & 19 Nov.

Inland: 3 Loch Spynie 27 Oct (ther2lrecorded 29 O€31 Dec) and 5 Dallachy pool 29 Oct
(then 4 on 1 Nov, 2 on 10 Nov and a single2i6Nov).

22|



Birds in Moray &Nairn | 2018

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula

Rare breeder and fairly common winter visitor

Breeding: No confirmed breeding was reported. Present in potential breeding habitat were 2
Loch of the Cowlatt 1 Aug and a female Loch Allan 6 Aug.

Summer records in the coastal stmgluded: 7 flying east Lossiemouth 14 Jul and 1 Loch
Flemington 18 Ju

Maximum counts on most frequented lochs were:

NET) Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec
Loch Flemington 10 7 10 2 1 nc 11 13
Loch of Blairs 5 nc 3 nc nc nc nc 2
Loch Spynie 8 14 8 12 nc 2 12 4
Cloddach quarry 0 2 nc nc nc 0 5 3
Loch na Bo 4 9 16 nc nc 7 4 4
Loch Oire 4 11 6 25 nc nc 1 4
Dallachy pool 6 22 9 7 4 4 12 18

Elsewhere, 2 Miltondufflistillery pond 17 Feb, 21 Nether Dallachy 20 Feb and 1 Gordon
Castle pond 9 Dec.

On the River Spe yMawsof @ton 87JanB2onales Abmir 22BReb (8
males & a female 26 Oct), 7 Mosstodloch 26 Feb, 2 Cragganmore 27 Feb and 1 Dalmunach
Mar.

Maximum counts at most frequented coastal sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec
DelniesNairn 1 22 nc 1 0 nc 4
Nairn 2 1 4 nc 3 18 3
Nairn/Culbin Bars 18 14 nc nc 1 nc 4
Findhorn Bay 21 32 25 7 18 29 16
Forres 2 1 1 nc nc nc nc
Burghead 6 5 6 nc 5 nc 10
Burghead-Hopeman 5 2 2 nc 0 nc 5
Lossiemouth 2 5 3 nc 3 3 3
Lossie estuary 4 1 2 1 0 nc 1
Spey estuary 6 19 10 15 4 14 5
Spey Bay 6 12 nc 11 1 19 11
Portknockie-Strathlene 7 2 1 nc 0 nc 0

Smew Mergellus albellus

Rare winter visitor.

A most unusual early summer record of a pair Dallachy pool 28 May (MJHC). The first since
2014.
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Smew on Dallachy pool, 28 May 2018 &kin Cook)

Goosander Mergus merganser

Scarce breeder and fairly commuisitor.

Breeding: Three broods recorded; brood of 7 Roehillock pool (River Findhorn), a brood of 5
Cothall (River Findhorn) and a brood of 5 Easter Gaulrig(@von).

Seen in potetial breeding areas: 1 River Nairn (Nairn) 17 Apr, 2 River Findhoreéss) 25

Apr, 2 pairs River Findhorn (Waterford) 1 May and a female Mosset Burn 29 May.

Maximum monthly counts:

Feb

Mar Apr

4 1 5 nc nc nc nc
2 nc nc nc 73 10 0
1 1 nc 6 3 nc 0
4 13 nc 4 0 16 37
4 5 nc nc 4 nc 0

Records received throughout the year (max. counts) at River Nairn, Findhorn Bay and
Speymouth:

May Jun Jul Nov Dec

a Aug Sep Oct
1 3 2 1 nc 1 1 1 3 3 2 3
2 8 6 2 22 30 24 34 60 94 17 3
1 6 3 35 75 145 186 303 103 9 1 2
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Maximum counts at Speymouth 193618:
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Elsewhere, 66 Lossiemouth east beach 15 Jul, 80 Portgordon 24 Aug @&R Jut), 47
BurgheadBay 14 Sep (27 on 4 Jul & 42 on 21 Aug), 16 Nairn Bar 14 Oct and 2 Cullen 19

Oct.

Inland maximum counts in autumn and winter at sites were: 1 Loch Flemington 5 Jan (also

26 Jan & 12 Feb), 1 Mil t on dig-Mdins af Orton 8Jan,ller y pc
Marypark 19 Jan, 1 Carron 31 Jan, 2 Loch Spynie 4 Feb, 1 Loch Allan 16 Feb, 2 Cloddach
quarry 22 Feb, 1 Mosstodloch 26 Feb, 2 Easter Calcots 1 Mar, 1 Gordon Castle pond 18 Mar

& 15 Apr, 3 Brodie Castle pond 22 Mar, 4 Dallachypé Apr and 2 Abedur 30 Dec.

Red- breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator

Scarce breeder, fairly common offshore.

Breeding: Two broods were reported from Findhorn Bay; females with 3 large chicks 8 Aug
and 5 young chicks 289 Aug. In potential breeding higdt included a female River
Findhorn (Logie Steading) 15 Apr, 2 River Nairn (Howford) 17 May and 1 Antons pool
(River Findhorn) 16 May. Coastal records in summer (Mialy): pair Burghead Bay 15 May
and 2 Spey estuary@May (2 females on 12 Jun).

Regubr mathly maximum counts at Findhorn Bay, Burghead Bay and Lossiemouth:

N| F M A M J
Findhorn Bay 16 9 18 38 10 9
BurgheadBay 13 75 40 6 5 2
Lossiemouth 3 3 6 7 2 nc

J A S @) [\ D)
5 20 24 13 21 29
2 2 nc 34 42 22
1 nc 3 4 nc 1
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Maximum monthlycourts at other sites were:

Sep Oct Nov _Dec
Delnies area 0 8 nc 2 3 1 2 5
Nairn 6 1 2 11 nc 12 3 6
Nairn/Culbin Bars 15 106 nc nc nc 409 nc 5
Burghead 2 2 nc nc nc 0 nc 4
Lossie estuary 1 1 nc nc 6 0 nc 1
Spey Bay 2 6 1 6 nc nc 9 8
Spey estuary 1 5 2 12 0 6 5 0
Portgordon-Strathlene 0 1 nc 1 nc 5 nc 0

Inland in winter: 1 Firhall (Nairn) 15 Jan and 2 Howford (Nairn) 6 Feb.

Capercaillie Tetrao urogallus

Scarce resident breeder.

Breeding: Birds persist at very low densitiesMoray & Nairn, spread across a number of
fragmented forests. Leks or single cocks were locateskwenareas(down from nine in
2017), containing a total of ldhales, twofewer than in 201{MD, RSPB).A female was
near Dulsie Bridge on 1 Jan (RHD).

Black Grouse Lyrurus tetrix

Scarce resident breeder.

Recorded aAitnoch (up to 3 males April-May and August, 1 on 28 QgtAldivalloch (1
on 15 Apr), Ardlewie (1 on 12 MayAuchmair (L on 7, 21 & 29 Jun Easter Fodderletter (1
on 3 Jun), Elrick (3 femas on 8 Apr), Glack Harnes (3 femalas 20 Oct), Glen Rinnes (5
on 11 Fel, Inchnacape (3 oid Apr), Redford (Cabrach, 1 on 29 Apand Tornieshelt(1
femaleon 29 Apr).

Ptarmigan Lagopus muta

Fairly common resident breeder.

Largestmonthly counts on Bn Rinnes wer8 on 3 Jan, 2 on 31 Mar, 2 on 30 May, 7on 7 &
10 Jun, 7 on 20 Oct, 1 on 4 Nov and 4 on 4 Dec (AE, GBI, éDdl). In the Cairngorms,
counts of 10 or moren the plateau were 15 on May (TJW), 13 on 7 Ju[SMv) and 10 on

2 Dec(JMa). OnBen Avon on 1 Jul were 2 females, one of which had six cifiEks

Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus

Very common resident breeder.

The only counts of 10r more werelO Carn Mor 22 Aug, 10 Knock of Braenagr2 Jan and
10 Suie 21 AugTwo piles of fresh droppgs were found on Black Hill (Aultmore) on 8 Apr
- only 7 km from the coast (MJHC).

Red- legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa

Introduced scarce breeder. Commonly released.

Breeding:One adult with at least eight chicks was at Little Aitnoch on 29 Jun, andu#in ad
with two (larger) chicks was at the same location on 6 Auygerhaps the same brood
(A&FR). In a different area, four adults with about eight chicks were near Achavraat on 3
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Aug (A&FR). Although in some areas large numbers are reared and releaseddongs
breeding is not often confirmed in the wild.

Small numbers (up to five) were seenfddlunie, Arthur's Bridge, Balnalon, Dava, Dulsie
Bridge, Earlseat, Ferness, Fiddetter, Glenshiel, Golford, Kellas, Milton (Strathavon),
Moyness, Pitairlie, Ptknockie, Refouble, Ruthven (Tomintoul), Shempston, Upper Milton
of Moyness andNesterfolds In October, p to 15 were seen around Dulsend eight at
Refouble.

. Redlegged lartrldge L|ttle Altnoch 6 August (Allson thchle)

Grey Partridge  Perdix perd ix

Fairly common resident breeder.

Breeding season (Ap+duly): Birds were seen or heard @Gtoughly, East Grange, Kinloss
airfield, Lossiemouth airfield, Milltown, MonaughtyaFm, Portknockie, Roseisle maltings
and Windyridge.

Additional sites where bigl were seen at other times of year wBgghead, Coltfield,
Covesea, Cummingston, Grigor Hill, Hopeman, Inverugie, Kinnudie (Auldearn), Kintessack,
Kintrae Braes, Mid Mains, Mtton, NethertonScarffbanks, Spey Bay and Waterford.

Reports of more thanve birds together wer23 Lossiemouth airfield7 Oct(and 12 there

19 Sept) 16 Kintessack Nov (also 6 there 25 Jan, and 8 on 20 Dec), 15 Covesea 15 Oct, up
to 15 Netherton 30 O&0 Nov, 14 Kinloss 1 Dec (and 12 there 18 Obt#) Netherton 29 Oct

(still 14 on 20 Nov & 2 Dec)12 Inverugie 30 Aug, 8 Coltfield 8 Nov, 7 Burghead 18 Aug, 6
Hopenan 1 Marand 6 Waterford 10 Oct.

Quail Coturnix coturnix

Very scarcesummer visitor and breeder, occasionally more numerous.

By contrast with 201712 singing bids) only two were heard in 2018: 1 Montgrew 7 Jul
(JDL) and 1 Clochad Aug (MJHC).
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In recent yearghe total number of singing Quail has varied as follows:

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
8 4 4 2 9 0 0 3 3 2 12 2

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus

Very common resident breeder.

Numerous across the lowlands, especiahpund release point#A white cock was at
Grangehall (Kinloss) on 9 Apr.

Red- throated Diver  Gavia stellat a

Rare breeder. Fairly common autumn and winteitmisoffshore.

Summer:One pairoccupied an upland lochan between 27 -2prMay. Although the pair
was seen displaying, breeding was not confirmed (A&FR, M&B@l). Three birds were
seen in the area on 6 Aug (per MGC). One was on an upland loch irerewmlifirea on 12
Jun (IMc).

Bed monthly counts at main coastal sites were:

Nairn/Delnies 3 4 2 2 nc nc 3 5 nc 1 4 2
Burghead Bay 10 8 12 6 7 11 3 3 b5 8 7 4
Lossiemouth (flying past) 10 4 11 4 3 5 3 1 8 5 8 6
Lossiemouth (onsea) 2 5 4 6 3 nc nc nc 1 1 6 nc
Spey Bay 10 4 2 9 6 nc 2 nc 7 63 45 6

High counsin Spey Bay (between Kingston and Lossiemoutaje 63 on 14 OqiIDL) and
45 on 16 Nov (MJHC)

Elsewhere, a few were scattered along the ctadher sites. All countsere of five birds or
fewer, excep? flying past Strathlene 2 May.

Black- throated Diver Gavia arctica

Rare breeder. Scarce autumn and winter visitor offshore.

Upland lochs:For thelOth siccessive year,n@ pair brecon the saméoch. Theyfailed to
rear any youngand have done so only once, in 2QE3 MJHC).

Best monthly counts at main coastal sites were:

Burghead Bay 11 6 2 7 2 1 0 2 0 2 11 nc
Lossiemouth 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 0
Spey Bay 1 4 3 2 0 0 0 1 2 0 3 O

Bed counts in Burghead By were 11 on 25 Jan and 18 Nov (RSC).
Elsewhere, 2 Carse of Delni@8 Jan (and 2 on 25 May, 3 on 31 Aug), 1 Culbin Bar 24 Feb,
1 Cullen 25 Mar and 9 Apr, 1 Hopeman 14 Nov, 1 Nairn 7 Jan (and 7 Mar, 11 Nov), 1 Nairn
Bar 21 Jan (and8lFeb) and 2 Portknockie 11 Jan (and 1 on 23 Mar and 8 Apr).
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Great Northern Diver Gavia immer
Scarce visitor offshore.
Best monthly counts at main coadites were:

Burghead Bay 1 1 1 6 1 1 0 o0 1 1 2 1
Lossiemouth (flying past) 3 1 4 2 4 0 2 0 2 8 21 6
Lossiemouth(onsea) 1 4 OO0 14 2 0 1 O O O 1 2
Spey Bay 0 2 1 2 15 0 O 0O O 1 2 1

JanuaryMarch Best counts were 4 off Lossiemouth 18 Feb and 4 flying past Lossiemouth on
21 Apr. Elsewhere, in additional sites, 1 Delnies]aB, 1 Hopeman 30 Mar, 1 Nairn Bar 21
Jan and 1 Portknockie& Jan.

Spring: Numerous again off east Moray wheom 9 Apr,19 df Cullen, 48 off Portknockie

and 29 off Tronach Heada total of 96 between Buckie and Cullen (MJHC). Elsewhere, 14
on the seaff Lossiemouth 24 Apr (RP) and 15 Spey Bay 12 May (&bal.).

JuneAugust: One was on the Lossie estuary on 9 Jul (HF)tl@nsea, 1 Burghead Bay 30
Jun, 4 flying past Lossiemouth in July and 1 Strathlene 17 Jul.

Septembr-December: @shore movemenivas detected again by regular watches off
Lossiemouth bestcountswere8 on 28 Oct, 21 (in 1 hour) on 25 Nov and 6 on @ [®P).

White - billed Diver  Gavia adamsii

Rare visitor.

One off Burghead16-25 Apr (JAC, JPoet al) and 17 May (RG). One off dssiemouth9

Apr-13 May (RP, MWa, CGlet al). The Burgheadnd Lossiemouth birds were both present
simultaneously on at least one date (21 Apr) so were different birds. Off Cullen, at least one
bird was seen on 14 dates between 1-BpMay, and two werpresent on & Apr and 29

Apr (MJHC, DMP).

White-billed Diver, Cullen 29 \April (Dave Pullan)
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Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus

Summeandautumnvisitor offshore probablyverycommonrat night.

There were no sightingsoffshore during daylight hours. However, birds were trappedand
ringedat night at Portknockie wherecatchesvere madeon 12-13 Jul (11 birds), 15 Jul (2),
21 Jul (34),24-25 Jul (5), 10-11 Aug (4) and20-21 Aug (6) (AY). Two birdswerecaughtat
nightatBurgheadon 7 Aug (BBa).

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis

Commorbreeder yverycommoroffshore.

Breeding: Fewer reports were submitted this year. Three pairs were breeding at
Cummingstonon 18 Apr, althoughaerial activity suggestedhere may have beenmore. At

Coveseaherewere no reportsearly in the yearalthough4 pairswere seenon cliffs on 25
Dec.

PassageFrom Januaryto July, countswere low with the only totals of 15 or more past
Lossiemouthn onehourbeing18 on 25 Mar, 150n 24 Apr, 150n 11 May and22 on 21 Jul.

High countsin summerincluded27 on 4 Aug, 81 on 12 Aug, 28 on 25 Aug and41 on 8 Sep.
All thesesightingsshoweda predominantlywestwardgpassageAround 50 wereseenmnearby
off Burgheadon 16 Jun.

At Lossiemouth regular seawatcheswere conductedthroughout2018 and the maximum
passageecordedveraonehourperiodwasasfollows (RP)

Jan Feb Mar Apr Ma Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
0 10 18 15 15 4 22 81 41 0 0 7

Elsewheresignificant passagevasrecordedat Strathlenewith 44 in 35 minuteson 26 Aug
and206 in onehouron7 Sep(MJHC).

Sooty Shearwater Ardenna grisea

Veryscarcemigrantin late summeiandautumn.

Anothergoodyearfor sightings,mainly off Lossiemouthwith 3 on 14 Jul, singlebirdson 28
Jul, 2 Sep,15 Sep& 16 Sep,2 on 20 Sep,3 on 21 Sep,2 on 23 Sepand2 on 28 Oct (RP).
Elsewhere2 Burghead21 Sep(RHD), 2 Strathlene21 Sep(MJHC) and 1 Portknockie 13
Aug (LSi).

Annualtotalssince2008havebeenasfollows:

206 200 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

11 0 7 605 11 1 27 8 4 42 21

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus

Fairly commoroffshorein summerndautumn.

First sighting of the year was 2 birds off Lossiemouth on 22 Apr. Regular passage was then
seen at Lossiemouth from mid June until early October with the highestonr counts of

27 on 8 Jul, 42 on 14 Jul, 57 on 15 Jul, 19 on 4 Aug, 20 on 1 Sep and.2(5ep.

Regular seavatches at Lossiemouth over the summer period gave the following maximum
onehour passage counts (RP):
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June June July July August August  Sept Sept  October

1-15 16-30 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-30 1-15
0 4 57 17 19 9 20 20 1

Other sightings were 2 Findhorn 1 May (RSC), 1 Tugnet 30 May, 7 Portgordon 21 Jun
(MJHC), 60 on the sea 4 miles north of Nairn on 26 Jun (ACl), 1 Portknoclded.8LSi), a

group of 30 flying west off Delnies on 31 Aug (GPr), an&atthlene, 6 on 17 Jul and 3 on

21 Sep (MJHC) .

Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis
Scarce breeder, scarce on the estuaries in winter.
Monthly maximum counts on main freshwateesitvere:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct| Nov Dec

L. Flemington 1 nc 1 4 1 nc 6 37 36 10 3 2
Loch Spynie 1 2 4 6 1 nc 52 34 14 9 1 1
Loch Qire 5 8 2 6 2 nc nc 7 5 11 1 3
Loch na Bo 0 3 2 nc nc nc nc nc 26 23 3 3

Mid-winter: Elsewhere on frésvater in January or December wéreCloddach quarry 18
Jan, 4Brodie Castle lak@-4 Feb (and 3 on Jan) 1 Gordon Castle lake (Fochabers) 30 Dec
and 1 on River Spey at BoatRrig 8 Jan.

Present in spring/summeitglics = proved breeding) aBlack Lodh (Dava),Brodie Castle
lake, Culbin Forest gravel pit lakeGordon Castle laké\ether Dallachy landfill site podR
pairs), Loch Allan, Loch Belivd, Loch FlemingtonLoch Kirkaldy, Loch Loy, Loch na Bo,
Loch of Blairs Loch Oire (3pairs), Loch Spynig5 pairs), Lochs of Bogmussach, Lower
Broadshaw wood reservoir ahttwmill (Auldearn)

Largestpostbreeding congregations late summer/autumn were 52 Loch Spynie 31 Jul (and
34 on 7 Aug), 37 Loch Flemington 12 Aug (artléh 8 Sep) and 26 Loch na Bo 28p (and

23 on 9 Oct). Also 13 Dallachy pool 20 Aug, 11 Loch Oire 9 Oct and 10 Cloddach quarry 18
Oct.

Coastal in autumiwinter: Regular in Findhorn Bay (mostly in the old River Findhorn
channel, the Mosset Burn and arousttier creeks of the south and wegle3 where the
highest count was 16 onCit. Maximum monthly counts here were:

Jan Feb Mar Jun Jul AUQ Oct Nov Dec
12 10 4 0 0 1 1 6 14 16 12 9

Also seen irregularly on the Lossiend Speyestuariesin Januaryearly March and
NovemberDecember; sually only *2 but 5Lossie estuary? Janand 4 Spey estuary 1
March One was around Nairn harbour and The Maggot in January and NovBedeEmber.

Red- necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena
Veryscarce migrant and winter visitor.
Oneremained on Lockpynie during?5 Nowv2 Dec {HF, DAG, RP, MJHCet al).
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-

1

Rednecked Grebe, Loch Spynie 2 December 2018 (Henry Farquhar)

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus

Occasional breeder, and very scardéshore in autumn and winter.

An adult in winter plumag was or_och Spynie during 121 Apr (RP, DAG, JDLet al). It,
or another adult, was present briefly o8 dun (DAG, RP). At the coast, a wirHgumaged
bird was in Nairn harbour on 20 Oct (ACI).
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Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus

Scarce offshore in winter, formerly rare breeder.

No freshwater records.

CoastalAnother year wittgenerallysmall numbers in Burghead Baylonthly maxima there
were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec
4 2 1 3 0 0 10 3
(8th,10th)  (4th) (4th) (8th) (13th)  (19th)

(RSC, GM, AMacet al)
Elsewhere3 DelniesNairn 14 Oct (CGL), 1 Spey estuary 7 Sep (HC) and, at Lossiemouth, 1
on 3 Mar (HF, DAG) flying west 17 Mar (RP), 2 on 4 Sep (HF), 1 flying west 22 &) (
and 1 in the harbour 21 Oct (GMcC).

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

Fairly common resident breeder.

Heronries:10 occupied nests Aberlour (AE) anda? Loch Spynie (RP)Other occupied
heronries were at Binsness and Druim (Nairn).

As usuallargest congregtions were on the three estuaries where best monthly counts were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Findhorn Bay 3 4 4 4 6 20 28 27 25 20 11 5
Lossie estuary 1 2 nc 2 nc 6 11 12 12 10 2 5
Spey estuary 1 nc nc 1 nc 3 3 6 8 5 2 2

Best ountsin Findhorn Baywere 28 on 21 Jul, 27 on 21 Aug and 25 on 11 Sep.

The only counts of five or more elsewhere w8rBallachy pool 12 Aug, 6 Gilston 17 Sep
and five flying past Lossiemouth harbour on 12 Oct.

Reported fromas far upcountry aduchmair(Cabrach) and Birciéld (Glen Avon).

Little Egret Egretta garzetta

Rare visitor.

Single birds were seen in four locations but it is unclear how many individuals were involved.
One was seen in the Kingsteprea (east of Nairn) between 28116 Febandon 12 Mar

(BBI, RHD, PRGet al) and ajain during 2681 Dec(BBI, KB et al). In Findhorn Bay, one

was present during-27 Jun and again during 16 N8vDec (GM, RSCet al). There is no
overlap between these dates so it is possible that the same birtverasd.

Therewere two other oneay records in 2018; on Burghead harbour wall on 2 Mar (MWa)
and on the Lossie estuary on 1 Dec (CTh, RP, DAG).
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Little Egret, Kihgsteps 29 January 2018 (Beryl Blackhall)

Gannet Morus bassanus

Very commoroffshorein summerandautumn fewerin winter.

In the first two monthsof the yeartherewereno sightingsof morethan15 birds. By the end
of March largernumberswere seenoffshorewith one-hour countsat Lossiemouthrecording
80 on 24 Mar, 181 on 21 Apr, 1690on 1 May and 280 on 20 May (RP). At Strathlene42
were seenpassingin 30 minuteson 2 May. Highestcountsoccurredfrom July to the end of
Octoberwith passageecordsat Lossiemouthincluding2750n14 Jul,2250n 27 Aug, 4110on
11 Sepand2,5430n 12 Oct.

At Lossienouth regular seawatcheswere conductedthroughout2018 and the maximum
passageecordedoveraonehourperiodwasasfollows (RP):

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul | Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
12 4 80 181 280 13 275 225 411 2543 215 25

Elsewherethe highestcountswerealsoin autumnandearly winter. Countsover 300 off
Findhornwere3200n 6 Oct,4300n12 Oct,3850n 21 Oct,3100n 6 Nov and4500n 23 Nov
(RSC,RHD). Othersignificantcountsincluded150Burghead21 Sep,about600 off Nairn 28
Sep,160 Culbin Bar 13 Oct, 200 DelniesNairn 14 Octand212 pastStrathlenen 10 minutes
on 26 Oct.

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis

Fairly commorbreederandvery commorvisitor, chieflyin winter.

Breeding: At Portknockie,numbersremainedconstantwith 78 apparently occupiednests
(AON) on 10 Jun Numberswereup to 118 AON at TronachHeadon 11 Jun,andslightly
downat Covesedo 24 AON countedon 12 Jun(MJHC).

Overthelasttenyearsthe occupancyof the threecolonies(AON) hasbeenasfollows:
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Portknockie 79 76 85 93 86 66 77 73 74 78
Tronach Head 26 60 58 53 86 72 80 77 65 118
Covesea 14 14 17 14 16 18 21 21 27 24

Away from the colonies, 24 PortgordorStrathlenel8 Feb, 40 Lossiemouth23 Mar, 35
Cullen22 Apr and57 Buckie harbourl4 Oct.

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

Rarebreederandfairly commonwinter visitor.

Breeding: There were 11 apparentlyoccupiednests(AON) at the small Coveseacolony
belowthelookouttoweron 9 Junandafurther5 AON notedonthecliffs ¢.200m to the west
on 12 Jun(MJHC).

Coastal:Countsof 30 or morewere 38 Burghead24 Mar, 30 Nairn 12 Oct, 38 Portgordon
Strathlenel4 Oct, 40 CummingstorHopemanl8 Oct and39 Burgheaday 19 Oct.

In addition, the patternof occurrenceat selectedsitesis revealedby maximum monthly
counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Loch Spynie 7 2 2 3 4 0 1 1 2 4 6 4
Spey estuary 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0O 54 15 12 O
Findhorn (baymouth) 26 13 9 16 O 2 0 0O 19 63 53 3

Significant counts at other coastal sites included 61 Culbin Bar 14 Oct, 40 Burghead
Hopemanl4 Octand24 Lossiemouti® Dec.

Inland: As well asLoch Spynie(seetableabove)severalothersiteswerenoted Onthe Spey
at Aberlour,1 on 1 Feband1 on 25 Nov, andfurtherupstreanon the Speyat Cragganmore,
1 on 10 & 25 Feb. At Loch Oire there were nine reports during JanuaryApril with a
maximumof 4 on 4 Febanda furthersightingof 1 on 21 Dec.Nearby,atLoch naBo, were2
on 21 Mar, 1 on 29 Sepand4 on 21 Dec. Loch Flemingtonhad 10 reportsduring January
Marchwith amaximumof 6 on 26 Jan.Otherinlandsightingswere1 CooperPark(Elgin) 17

Feb, 3 Millbuies Loch 15 Apr, 2 Randolphs Leap (on the River Findhorn) 19 Janand 1
Sanquhat.och 18-21 Mar.

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Scarce summer visitor and breeder.

First one backin the lower Findhorn valley 28ar, and 1 Cloddach 31 MakFirst on the
estuariesverel Lossie estuary Apr and 1Spey estuary Apr 1 but not noted in Findhorn
Bay until 15 Apr

Breeding: In west Moray & Nairmine pairs nested, the same as in 2846 2017 although
one wasat a newly discovered site which had probably been there sinceE@h6pairs laid
eggs andevenwere sucessfulraisinga total of 17 youngOne pair failel during incubation.
The breeding productivity was 9young per pair and 2.per brood.In east Moraythe
population which fishes mainly at the mouth of the Rivers Spey and Lossld eight pairs
despte two of the regular nests being abandoned dubea@resence of Pine Marterf|
eightpairs laid eggs and all were successAfter several years of poor success due to rain,
fine summer weather resulted in seven broods of three young and one brood ef twtal
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of 23 young. The breeding produstity was 2.9 young per pair and 2.4ep pairbrood.
(RHD).

Largest congregations, as always, were in Findhorn Bay where highest coungsomet@

Aug and8 on 21 Aug and 4 Sepest counts on the other estuaries were 3 Spey estuary 13
Aug and 2 Lossie @gary on several dates in late AugesirlySeptember.

Honey- buzzard Pernis apivorus

Rare breeder.

Breeding: Present in the breeding season in two areas, a few kilometres apart. In cme area,
single birdwas seeron 12 May (RHD) 3 & 14 Jun (IMc), 14 &5 Aug (MGC), 31 Aug

(CR), 1 Sep (MGChand three were circling together high overhead on 3 Aug (AHo). In the
second area, both members of a pair were seen carrying small food items into woodland
31 Ju] suggesting that they had an active nest (AHo).

In a different area, a single bird wagsen 20 Sep (CWe).

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos

Rare resident breeder.

Breeding: Following the increase to four occupied sites in 2017, a further new site was
occupied in 2018, taking the total to five. All fiveaips laid eggs and raised young to
fledging. There were three broods of one young, one brood of two and the fifth pair (not
found until the young had fledged) probably raised one young. (EW).

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

Common resident breeder.

Breedingseason (AprilJuly) records includeditais/pairs aBishopmill (Elgin), Clarkly Hill,
Drainie, Elgin cemetery, Findhorn Bay, Forres, Kellas, Kinloss airfield, Loch Spynie,
Lossiemouth airfield, Marypark, Mill of Grange, Moor of Tore, Rafford, River Findimaar
Forres, River Lossie east ofgih, Spey Bay andodholes

In autumn/winter, a Sparrowhawk was seen hunting around the harbours at Buckie (14 Oct)
and Lossiemouth (29 Dec).

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis

Rare resident breeder.

Breeding: 14 sites werechecked in Moray andllwere occupied at least ten of them by
pairs. At leastive pairs laid andall were successful in raisiigrge or fledgedoung.Brood
sizes weré, 2, 2 1and 1 young. (AY).

Autumn/winter: Single birds were seenAdtanreid 260ct (BT), Alves 31 Jan (MY), Loch
Spynie 9 Mar JPo), Pitchroy 6 Nov (NS, CA) and Waterford 3 Oct (GM).

Marsh Harrier ~ Circus aeruginosus

Occasional breeder and very scarce visitor.

At Loch Spynie.a male was seen on 17 Apr (GMcéhd a female on-3 May (DAG, RPet

al.) and 20 & 23 May (JDL, GMcC). Elsewhere, a female flew west from the saltmarsh at
Kingston on 13 May (SMa)ne was at Findhorn Bay on 1 Jun (RMii)d a young male was
seen over cereal fields at Netherton (FindHgay) on 13 Aug (RHD).
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Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus

Rare resident breeder, very scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Breeding:13 sites were occupied by pairs of which 10 were successful, raising 35 young
between them; 2.7 young per pdf thethreepairs which failed, the fenlmwas thought to

have been predated at one site while the young died of starvation at the other site where the
female was an immature bird and this was her first breeding att€hgpfailure of the third

pair was for unkown reasons but was not thoughbe suspiciougJKC, GRb.

In recent years, the breeding population and success of Hen Harriers in Moray & Nairn has
fluctuated as follows:

2011 2012 2013 2014 | 2015 2016 2017 2018
Territorial pairs 3 5 4 6 11 6 4 13
Pairs raising young 2 1 2 4 3 2 1 10

Clearly, 2018 saw a major resurgence in the fortunes of the species, not only in the number of
territorial pairs (as happened in 2015) but afew the first time in recent years, in the
number of pairs that bred successfully.

Outside the breedingeason,l Dava 1 Oct (JPo), 1 Half Davoch 1 Dec (RHD), 1 Scarffbanks

23 Feb (HC), 1 Tomintoul 18 & 20 Aug (MR, BT) and 1 Tomnamoon 28 Dec (MGC).

Red Kite  Milvus milvus

Occasionabreeder, reintroduced in Highland and Nowast Scotland.

Breeding:Reportel at24 locations during MarciAugust. Pairs were present in atdethree
sites but breeding was not confirmed.

Autumn/winter Reports came from Auchmair (Oct), Brodie (Oct), Cullen (S&p)ifus
(Sep), Dyke (Jan), Elgin (Dec), Glenlivet (Dec), KilravoctDec), Lethen (Jan, Feb),
Lochside (Jan)Newton (Sep),Refouble (Feb), Roseisle (Sep) and Tomintoul area (Oct,
Dec).

White - tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla

Rare visitor.

On 24 Mar, an adult flew east over Nairn at 12:30 (MCol) and retacateddrifting east
over Califer Hill (Forres)at 14:00 (JB)In late October, one was over Kinloss on 26#&PI)
and another (probably the same adult) flew over Loch Spynie on(B%h Elsewhere, a
2CY bird at Beachans in April (MGC), 1 immature Loch Builg 6 Mdy)(IL Drynachan 16
Oct (SRe) and 1 feeding on a hare aascat Inchnacape 18 Feb (MR).

White-tailed Eagle over Loch Spynie, 29 Oct 2018 (Brian Aspinall)
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White-tailed Eagle over Califer Hill, 24 March 2018 (Jodie Burnside)

Buzzard Buteo buteo
Comnon resident breeder.
The onlyreportof five or moretogethemwas 6 Lossiemouth airfield 4 Sep.

Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus

Scarce breeder and winter visitor.

Heardat Loch Spynie at all seasgrend 12 birds seen around the hide in both winter
seasonsElsewheresingle birds were seen on the Kingston side of the Spey estuary on 19 Jul
(A&FR) and at Dallachy pool on 20 & 24 Aug (MJHC). Others were heard at Cloddach
quarry on 18 Oct (MJHC), Cumghaugh marsh 1 Jun (MJHC) and Loch Flemington (CGL).

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

Fairly common resident breeder.

Breeding provedifalics) or probable aBrodie Castle lakeCawdor Castle lake, Chaplelton
wetlands (Forres)Cloddachquarry, Culbin Forest gravel pjtDallachy landfill site poolEast
Grange Gordon Castle lakel.och FlemingtonLoch Loy, Loch na Bo,Loch of Blairs Loch
Oire, Loch SpynigLower Broadshaw reservqiMillburn (Earlsmill), Mosset Burn duckpond
(Forres), Newmill (Auldearn) anda pool atRothes

Maximum counts (excluding small young) sites holding five or more birds were 23 Loch
Oire 20 Aug (and 19 on 4 Mar), 14 Loch Spynie 25 Dec, 12 Loch Flemington 17 Sep, 9
Brodie Castle lake 24 Sep, 8 Gordon Castle lake @uets) 9 Dec, 7 Dallachy pool 9 Sep
(and 29 Oct, 24 Nov) Mosset Burrduckpond (Forres) 9 Dec, 6 Sanquhar pond (Forres) 25
Nov, 5 Cloddach quarry 18 Oct and 5 Kingsteps 24 Nov.

Coot Fulica atra

Scarce resident breeder and winter visitor.

Breeding provd (italics) or probableat Brodie Castle lakeDallachy landfill site pol, Loch
Oire andLoch Spynie
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Maximum monthly countéexcluding small youngdn main lochs were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
L. Flemington 0 1 1 1 nc nc 1 nc 1 2 1 1

Loch Spynie 2 6 29 6 2 4 15 5 10 2 4 5

Loch Qire 12 14 24 9 5 nc nc 13 13 15 4 11

Elsewhere maximum site counts wer@ Loch Loy 24 Oct, 3 Brodie Castle lake 5 F&b,
Dallachy pool20 Aug, 2 Cloddaciyuarry 18 Oct and 1 Gordon Castle lake (Fochabers) 18
Mar (and 17 Jun).

Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus

Very canmon resident breeder, winter visitor and migrant.

First inland record was one on the very early date of 8 Jan at&asdki{avon). This is the
earliest inland record since 2 Jan 2012. There were no other inland records during January.
During February irElgin, 1 heard over Tesco 2nd, 2 at night at the Wards 4th, 2 Cooper
Park lake 10th, 2 on the roof of the Town Haltl,32 near the Mart 16th, 2 near the old
sawmill site 22nd and 3 near the Community Centre 28th. Furtheowmry during
February, 1 Aerlour 3rd, 1 near Dufftown 5th, 2 North Crannoch (Keith) 21st and 1
Balvenie 22nd.

Prebreeding inland flocks of 20ranore during February included 33 Nether Birnie 18th and
77 at nearby Cloddach quarry 21st. At Aberlour, 21 on 20th and 62 on 27thg Darch,

30 Tyock playing fields (Elgin) 4th, 20+ Montgrew (Keith) 12th, 70+ Auchbreck 13th, 60
Cloddach quarry 22ndhd 30 well upcountry near Delnabo (Tomintoul) 30th. On 25 Apr, 30

at Marypark.

Breeding: Numerous records were received from potebtedding sites both in the coastal
fringe and further wgountry. A pair were copulating at Lossie estuary 5 Mar. Tvairp

were displaying at Elrick (Cabrach) 8 Apr. One adult was incubating at Sheriffston 5 May. At
Balormie pig farm (Drainie) there was adult incubating 7 May and one seen carrying food
at the same location 13 May. At Lossiemouth cemetery there waduétnreubating at the
same scrape as previous years on 13 May. On the eastern roundabout on the A96 at Forres, a
brood noted on 17 Mawas still alive on 24 May despite feeding on the verge. At the car
park at Cawdor Castle nesting was reported 23 Maychiutts reported from Cawdor Castle
Estate on 14 June and Cawdor Golf Course 8 Jun. In Elgin, there was a brood of one at The
Oaks on 24May, a pair with two well grown young at Boroughbriggs football ground 4 Jun
and a brood of haljrown chicks at Dr Gms6s Hospi t al on 15 Jul
juvenile were at Findochty 26 Jun. In the Findhorn valley east of Drynachan were two pairs,
each with two young, on 3 Jul.

No counts of inland podireeding flocks were received.

Spring, summer and early autuip@ak counts of ten or more at coastal localities:

April: 27 Lossie estuary 2nd, 484 Findhorn Bay 5th, 12 Burghead 7th.
May: 303 Findhorn Bay 3rd, 26 The Maggot (Nairn) 6th, 142 Nairn Old Bar 27th.
June: ¢.35 Burghead 2%t 287 Findhorn Bay 29th, 28 Lossie estuary 30th.
July: 100+ Carse of Delnies 16th, 60 Kingsteps 18th, 834 Findhoyr2Bad, 73
Lossie estuary 22nd, 71 Spey estuary 23rd.
August: 600 Culbin AGuto 16t h, si@estaryRbtmdhor n Ba
September: 815 Findhorn Bay 5th, 33 Lossie estuary 8th, 22 Nairn 16th, 35 Carse of
Delnies 17th.
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Winter maxima athe coast were:

NET) Feb Oct Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars *1275 *821 *857 *1163
Findhorn Bay 927 763 744 730
Burghead-Hopeman 166 139 265 113
Lossiemouth a7 61 68 58
Portgordon-Strathlene 79 69 73 87

*Combination of Nairn & Culbin Bar couniscountng carried out concurrently

In Findhorn Bay, daily maxima in each month were as shown below:

Oystercatchers in Findhorn Bay 2018
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Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Very common migrant breeder, small numbers in winter.

First upcountry was 1 Glenlivet Beb.

Prebreeding flocks wgountry (of D or more) included 50 Inchnaca®2 Feb, 12 Tomintoul

22 Feb, 24 Cragganmore Eéb, 15 Achavraat 1i@ar, 30+ displaying Dunearn 28ar, 35
Delnabo (Tomintoul) 38ar and 10 Elrick (Cabrach)Aor.

Breeding: Numerous records were received from potebtegding sites both in the codsta
fringe and further wgountry. In the coastal lowlands, at Moyness, 2 displaying 11 Mar and
two adults with two very young chicks there 10 Jun. On 24 Mar, 2 displaying Edinvale and
one at nearby Hill of Edinvale. At Balmie pig farm (Drainie), an adulbcubating 16 & 19

Apr, and small chicks 7 Mayon 13 May only one remaining from the April brood but two
other broods of 3+ and 3 chicks. Two juveniles were at the Mosset Burn (Findhorn Bay) 19
Jul.

Up-country, birds backin breeding territory at Tomnaron 22 Mar. Three displaying
Marypark 30 Mar and five pairs displaying Elrick (Cabrach) 8 Apr. One nesting at Dunearn
crossroads 23 May and nearby at Burnside farm 27 Apr. One feisty individual was seen to
chase off a Red k& near Dulsie Bridge 20 May. the Tomintoul area;.12 broods around
Milton and Findron farms 22 May.

The only notable ugountry postreeding flock was 50 Auchnarrow (Tomnavoulin) 23 Jul.

In the lowlands, 27 Loch Flemington 8 Sep and 60+ in therBeddDrainie area 31 Oct.
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In mid-winter (JanuanfFebruary and Novembé&ecember), flocks over 100 included®00
Covesea 10 Jan (and 300 there 20 Feb) and at Balormie pig farm (Drainie), 150 on 17 Feb
andc.200 on 27 Nov.

The pattern of occurrence ovéretyear at Findhorn Bay and thee§y estuary (maximum
monthly counts) was:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
FBay 58 3 6 0 3 2 2 0 0 86 96 16
Spey 31 0 3 0 0 0 cl120 O 1 42 153 64

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

Common breeder, nmignt and winter visitor.

A flock of 15 flew over Clochan 15 Feb. First-upuntry in potential breeding areas, were 4
Inchnacape 22 Feb.

A pre-breeding flock ot.200 was at Cabrach 15 Apr.

Prebreeding flocks, probably of northern birds pausing on rtigraincluded 137 Rosedid
(Cawdor) 22Mar, 170 in fields south of Findhorn Bay 6 Apr and, in the Moyness area during
April, 100+ on 22nd, 205 on 23rd and 86 on 27th.

In potential breeding habitat during Apri,bQr eagan ad Chai sest,(Hi | | s
Refouble 6th, 2 BunsidelLittle Aitnoch 23rd, 2 Carn na Sguabaich (south of Drynachan)
24th and 10 Tomintuigle (Knockando) 26th. During May, 2 Carn nari@hearnan (near
Drynachan) 5th, 18 Ruthven Farm (Tomintoul) 13th and 1 near Lochan Buidineg@as
plateau) 14th.uhe records consisted of 1 Dava lochans 6th, a pair on Cairn Mulgainich (Ben
Rinnes) 10th and several pairs on Corryhabbie Hill 17th.

No reports of confirmed breeding were received.

First back in the coastal lowlands, returningnfrbreeding grounds, inded 7 Findhorn Bay

on 10Jul and @_ossie estuary 1dul. Still well upcountry was 1 Muckle Lapprach

(Glenlivet) 21 Aug.

The movement of Golden Plover through Findhorn Bay during spring resulted in peaks, in
March, of 74 on 4th41 on 11th and 66 on 27th.

The number of Golden Plover in Findhorn Bay during autumn is illustrated in the graph
below with a peak of 415 on 24 Oc

Golden Plover Findhorn Bay Autumn
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Winter monthly maxima in Findhorn Bay were:

Jan Feb Sep Oct Nov Dec

325 75

Golden Plover, Findhorn Bay2 October 2018 (Richard Somers Cocks)

Pacific Golden Plover  Pluvialis fulva

Accidental

An adult in breeding plumage was discovered and photographed in Findhorn Bay on 31 Jul
(GM). It was reported on eight othdays until it was last seen in the bay on 22 Aug (GM,
RSC, MJHCet al). This is the first record for Moray & Nairi\ full accountof this record

can be found on pad® of this Report.

Pacific Golden Plover, Findhorn Bay 31 July 2018 (Gordon Mc)li
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Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola
Scarce autumn migrant and winter visitor.

Highest counts were:

Jan Feb Sep Oct Nov Dec

Nairn/Culbin Bars 5 19
Findhorn Bay 1 0
Lossiemouth 0 0

OO
RON
OO Ww
o O ©

Spring: 1 Lossie estuary 2%ar and, &the Spey estuary, 1 on &18 Apr and 1 in breeding
plumage 12 May.

Summerautumn: 1 flew past Findhorn I@l, and single birds in breeding plumage were in
Findhorn Bay on 4 Aug and on the Spey estuary on 13 Aug. Later, 1 juvenile Lossie estuary
27 S@.

Highest counts at any one site since 2008 have been:

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
20 24 11 46 27 16 16 20 17 29 19

The highest Grey Plover count in Moray & Nairn was 130 at the Bars on 14 Oct 1978.

Ringed Plover Charadriu s hiaticula

Scarce resident breeder and very common migrant.

Breeding: Three pairs Findhorn village area 15 Jun, one pair with a chick Hopeman 15 Jun,
one pair raised-2 chicks Lossiemouth east beachZ®Jul, one pair with a chick Findochty

26 Jun and e pair with 2 chicks on a shingle island in the River Spegr iGarmouth
viaduct 15 Jul.

The pattern of occurrence over the year at Findhorn Bay and at the Lossie and Spey estuaries
(maximum monthly counts) was:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
F Bay 24 36 36 133 849 149 14 109 46 35 23 19
Lossie 19 9 0 44 41 1 2 28 3 0 0 0
Spey 0 2 7 7 63 33 41 75 0 0 0 0
Elsewhere, 54 Nairn Bar 27 May.

Winter maxima at the coast were:

JanuaryFebruary  NovemberDecember

Nairn/Culbin Bars 6 14
Findhorn Bay 36 23
Kinloss 0 0
Burghead-Hopeman 8 6
Lossiemouth 19 2
Spey estuary 2 0
Portgordon-Strathlene 9 16

43|



Birds in Moray &Nairn | 2018

Spring passage (Apréarly June):
Findhorn Bay: regular counts during this period are shown in the graph below with a strong
movement dring May with a peak of 849 aihe 22nd (GM, RSC)

Ringed PloverFindhorn Bay Spring
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At the Spey estuary, the highest spring count was 63 on 23 May, one day later than the
Findhorn Bay peak.
Also in spring, slightly inland, 4 Balormie pig farm (Drainie) 16 Apr.

The highest spring migtion counts in Findhorn Bay irecent years are illustrated in the
table below:

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

476 413 156 1500 1000 450 985 1200 1946 1190 849

Autumn passage (Julgeptember):
Findhorn Bay: regular counts dag this period are shown the graph below with a peak of
109 on 19 Aug.

Ringed PloverFindhorn Bay Autumn
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At the Spey estuary the highest count during this period was 86 on 7 Aug and at Lossiemouth
a high of 28 on 25 Aug.

[Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius
Rare summer visit and breeder.
No records were received during the year. This is the first blank year since 2013.]

Dotterel  Charadrius morinellus
Scarce summer visitor and breeder.
Most records from the Cairngorms plateau area and are tisted:

May: 3 on 14th, T on 18th and 6 on 19th, 1 on 21st, 7 on 26th and 10 (including
three pairs) at four different locations 27th.

June: 5 on 8th, 3 on 17th, 1 on 24th, pair on 25th, 5 on 28th, 1 on 30th.

July: 5 on 19th.

August: 2 on 5h, 3 on 8th.

(RI, SVIN, TIW et al)

Elsewhere, 1 displaying Ben Avon 1 Jul (IF) and single juveniles Ben Rinnes 8 Aug and 8
Sep (AE).

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus

Scarce migrant.

Spring: First of the year was 1 Fimarn Bay 17 Apr. Throughout April and May, there were

21 coastal records, from Nairn in the west to the Spey estuary in thel@asitwhich were

of single birds. Ten flew over Burghead 22 Apr, 6 Nairn Bar 27 Mayatrttie Spey estuary,

6 on 24 Apr andt on 4 May. There were two June records which are unusual; a single bird at
the south end of Findhorn Bay 21st and two flying west along the coast at Burghead Bay
23rd. A short distance inland, 1 flew over Balormie figign (Drainie) 21 Apr. Unusual up
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country records involved single birds standing in fields at Aitnoch on 5 Apr (MGC) and at
Aldunie (Cabrach) 12 May (MJHC).

The table below shows the spring arrival dates for the preceding ten years:

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
27 Apr 24 Apr 22 Apr 21Apr 4 May 21Apr 8Apr 6 Mar 6 Apr 14 Apr

Autumn: Extreme dates of passage were singles at the Spey estuary 10 Jul and 7 Sep. Fifty
one coastal records came from Delnies in the west to Spey estuary in the east, of which thirty
four cansisted of 13 birds. Records of ten or more included two cowht®6 & 65 at Nairn

on 27 Jul and at the Spey estuary there were 11 on 31 Jul, 44 on 2 Aug and 15 on 10 Aug.
Elsewhere, 12 past Cummingston 19 Aug and 11 one mile west of Kingston 30 Aug.

Curlew Numenius arquata

Common breeder. Very common migrant amater visitor.

Breeding: First back on potential breeding ground were 2 Tomintoul 12 Mahré&eding
flocks consisted of.35 at Dunearn crossroads 26 Mar and 50 near Delnabo 30 Mar.
Recods came from many potential inland breeding sites during Mancé (althoughno
confirmed breeding records) including Aitnoch, Aldunie (Cabraghichmair (Cabrach),
Birnies Lane fields (TomintoulBlairnamarrow- Old Military Road (Tomintoul) Burnside
Little Aitnoch, Dava MoorDulsie Bridge, Dunearrossroads, Elrich (Cabrachhpverbyte
(Tomnavoulin), Inverchor (Strath AvonkKellas, Kininvie (Dufftown), Lecht Drive fields
(Tomintoul), Linn of Avon (Inchrory), Shenachie (Ruthven) and The Old Kennets
Tomintoul.

The only postreeding upcounty A f | o @8lkabAuckraas (Cabrach) 18 Jul.

In the coastal lowlandsit RAF Lossiemouth there was a pair with a brood of two 14 May
and on 4 Jul one juvenile was reported.

The highest counts of pebteeding flocks in early summer/autumn from tim@st popular
coastal locations were:

June Jul August September
Findhorn Bay 152 315 338 358
Lossiemouth 0 15 c.60 5
Spey estuary 2 36 54 242
Coastal winter maxima were:

January  February October Decenber

Nairn/Culbin Bars *193 *173 *194 *204
Findhorn Bay 359 366 240 277
Burghead-Hopeman 11 118 12 2
Lossiemouth 6 16 97 6
Portgordon-Strathlene 8 6 86 7

*Combination of Nairn & Culbin Bar couniscounting carried out concurrently.

Inland at @oddachquarry, 54 on 21 Feb, 118 on 18 Oct but only 4 on 22 Dec. In the Loch
Spynie area, 70 on 21 Feb.
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Monthly maxima in Findhorn Bay throughout the year are shown in the graph below:

Curlew- Findhorn Bay
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Bar- tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica
Common winter visitor andigrant. Small numbers in summer.
Monthly maxima at main sites were:
Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 96 *231 0 0 *83 0 *54
Nairn 0 17 25 0 26 0 62
Findhorn Bay 31 40 27 34 25 31 33
Burghead 0 1 c15 0 0 0 35
Burghead-Hopeman 20 30 0 0 9 0 17
Lossiemouth 5 5 3 0 1 4 3

*Combination of Nairn & Culbin Bar couniscounting carried out concurrently.
Elsewhere, 19 Carse of Delnies3ép.

Monthly maxima in Findhorn Bay throughout the year are shown igrégeh below:
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Bartailed Godwit- Findhorn Bay
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Maximumannual count at any site since 2007 has been:

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

198 75 107 204 150 90 137 145 ¢300 121 231
The last count exceeding 1000 was back in winter 1806

Black- tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa

Scarce migrant

Spring: Most records from Findhorn Bay with monthly peaks of 15 on 19 Apr and 43 on 8
May. At Lossieestuary there were single birds in summer plumage on 18 & 21 Apr. Four
records from the Spey estuary during May involved up to 3 birds.

No inland recordsvere received.

Regular counting in Findhorn Bay (GM, R®Cal) revealed the following pattern spring
occurrence:

Blacktailed Godwit- Findhorn Bay Spring
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Late summer/autumn (mid Ju@xtober): First to return were 2 Findhorn Bay 28 Jun.

Monthly maxima from the main sitegere:

July August September  October
Findhorn Bay 30 49 76 52
Lossie estuary 0 2 2 0
Spey estuary 86 16 0 0

Elsewhere, 14 Carse of Delnies 16 Jul.

Regular counting in Findhorn Bay of weekly highest counts (GM, BE4&l) revealed the
following pattern of autonn occurrence, peaking at 76 on 16 Sep:

Blacktailed Godwit- Findhorn Bay Autumn
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Late winter (Novembebecember): In Findhorn Bay, 31 on 10 Nov, 12 on 25 Nov, 1338n 1
Dec, 10 on 11 Dec and still 3 on 31 Dec. At Lossie estuary, 1 on 3 Dec.

Turnstone Arenaria interpres
Common winter visitr, small numbers in summer.
Winter monthly naxima at main sites were:

Jan Feb Oct Dec
DelniesNairn 3 0 10 4
Nairn-Culbin Bar 0 21 0 17
Findhorn 51 54 33 35
Burghead 33 17 33 3
Burghead-Hopeman 31 37 52 31
Lossiemouth 1 6 2 20
Spey estuay 4 6 5 4
Portgordon-Strathlene 30 83 103 74

During November there was a maximum of 30 in Findhorn Bay on the 25th. Elsewhere, 11
Cullen 2 Nov and an unusual record, slightly inland, of 1 Loch Flemington 18 Feb (JAC).
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Spring: During April,30 Lossiemoth 10th and 67 Spey estuary 22nd. Regulaivssahing

counts off Lossiemouth during April identified a westerly movement with 50 on the 21st and
61 on the 22nd (RP). Singles also passed the same location on 24th and 26th (RP). Lastly, 1
Findhorn Bay 30 Juo.

Summerautumn: First in July was 1 Spey estuary 17th and a monthly peak there of 27 on the
31st. During August there were maximum counts of 19 Spey estuary 10th and 27 Findhorn
Bay 19th. In September, the highest count was 26 Findhorn Bhy 1

Knot Calidris canutus
Very common migrant and winter visitor.
Winter maxima were:

Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars, east Nairn 625 1600 nc 2 2000 1800
(1st) (30th)  (13th)
Burghead 1 0 82 0 0 1
(27th)
Findhorn Bay 3230 4000 290 600 1260 1294
(21st) (18th) (23rd)  (3rd)

Spring: Highest numbers in Findhdgay with 107 on 5 Apr, 63 on 4 May and 33 on 12 Jun.
On 12 May, 35 Burghead, some showing signs of breeding plumage. Last in spring were 7
Findhorn Bay 30 Jun.

Summerautumn: First assumed teturn from breeding grounds was 1 Findhorn Bay 4 Jul
followed by another single nine days later on 13 Jul. Also another single at Spey estuary 13
Jul. The highest counts were all from Findhorn Bay with 43 on 28 Jul, 3% An@and 93

on 18 Sep.

Ruff  Calidris pugnax

Scarce autumn migrant, rare in spring.

Following the exceptional year of 2017, a poor year with only a few autumn records.
First autumn arrivals were on 31 Jul when up to 13 were on the Lossie estuary (RRAHF)
also 1 Spey estuary (MJHC).

Dates for the first autumn migrants in recent years have been:

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
11/08 30/07 04/09 07/08 03/08 28/07 12/08 08/08 06/07 07/08 21/08

During August, 3 Lossiestuary 1st (AJL), 1 Spey estuary 13th (JJHofeeding on the grass
with Curlews at Mains of Gollachy 18th and at nearby Portgordon the following day (HC)
and 1 Spey estuary 26th (MJHC). Last of the year was a rather late individual at Findhorn
Bay 2 Oct(RSC).

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferrugin ea

Scarce migrant.

Another year with only small numbers. There have been no flocks exceeding ten since 2008.
Spring: The only record was 1 Findhorn Bay 3 Jun (GM).
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Autumn: First was 1 Spey estuary-28 Juland 12 Aug (RSh, MJHC, JM). In Findhorn Bay,
2 on 5 Aug (AJL), 1 on 6 Aug (TJW), 2 on 7 Sep, 3 on 11 & 16 Sep and 1-418 Bep
(GM, RSC, MJHC).

Sanderling Calidris alba

Scarce migrant and fairly common but very localised winter visitor.
Monthly maximaat the four regular sites were:

Winter-spring:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May | Jun

Nairn/Culbin Bars *106 191 nc nc 9 nc
Lossiemouth 74 71 73 64 33 25
Findhorn Bay 10 5 4 0 17 2
Nairn 6 10 26 0 0 0

First to return from breeding grounds was 1 Sgstyiary 8 Jul.

Late summegrnutumn:

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars nc 74 nc *110 nc *74
Lossiemouth 78 104 c.100 22 34 30
Findhorn Bay 0 12 0 2 2 0
Nairn 0 0 11 10 4 10

*Combination of Nairn & Culbin Bar couniscounting carried outoncurrently.

Maximum counts at other locations were 18 Speyaggtli9 Jul, 12 Spey estuary 2 Awg40
Delnies 18 Sep and 15 Kingsteps 24 Nov.

Dunlin Calidris alpina

Scarce breeder, very common migrant and winter visitor.

Breeding: At Carn Liath (Ladet Hills) a pair had a nest with eggs 19 May (AE), one adult
was @ Corryhabbie Hill 17 Jun (AE) and, in the Cairngorms, an adult showed distraction
display on Cairn Lochan on 24 Jun (RI).

Spring passage (Apfilune): Counts in Findhorn Bay are shown telo

Dunlin- Findhorm Bay Spring
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Main passage took place during May with a peak number obd@Be 13th, the same date as
2013 & 2017. Elsewhere during May there were peaks of 26 Lossie estuary 6th, 53 Spey
estuary 7th and 18 Nairn Bar 27th.

Autumn passage (Jul$eptember): Cous in Findhorn Bay and the Spey estuary are shown
below:

Dunlin- Findhorn Bay Autumn

Fluctuating numbers during this period. Howetee initial July movement, with a maximum
of 653 on 28 Jul, is likely to consist mainly of birds of racainziiwhich are on migration
and will leave Scotland in wintefhe later August and September beuid will be of race
alpinawhich will overwinter here.

Dunlin- Spey estuary Autumn

Fluctuating numbers throughout this period. The July peak of 423 on the 18th will be of race
schinzii,ten days before the Findhorn Bay July peak. At Lossiemouth there was a July peak
of 40 on the 21st

There were no inland records received during this period.
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Winter monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Nairn/Culbin Bars 1500 *920 43 0 *663
Findhorn Bay 1550 1210 891 1480 1580
Lossiemouth 38 **27 6 0 43

Portgordon 55 40 4 2 724

*Combination of Nairn & Culbin Bar couniscounting carried out concurrently.
** Flying offshore counted during seawatch.
The highest count during March was 1150 at Findhorn Bay.

Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima
Conmmon winter visitor.
Main winter site maxima were:

JanuaryMarch OctoberDecember

Nairn 5 6
Burghead-Hopeman *11 4
Lossiemouth **41 c.20
Portgordon-Strathlene 16 22
Cullen 27 27

*Burghead only

** Flying offshore counted during a seaatch.

Outwith the above dates the largest flock of the year was 80 Lossiemouth west beach 10 Apr
(SMr).

Yearly maximum flock sizes since 2006 have been:

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2017 2018

54 73 144 100 120 100 73 45 19 60 70 80

Last in spmg were 5 Lossiemouth 5 May and first to return were 2 Burghead 21 Aug.

The variability of arrival dates from breeding grounds for the previous ten years is indicated
below:

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
18/10 03/09 14/09 16/10 20/ 09/09 23/07 27/09 15/09 15/09

Bairds Sandpiper Calidris bairdii

Rare vagrant.

Remarkably, two individuals were found in Findhorn Bay in autumn. A juvenile was found
on 17 Sep (PRG), but despite much searching was not relocated inumriisays. On 8ct

a probable juvenile was found (DMP), and seen almost daily until 11 Oct (GMeR&(.

Due to the gap of two weeks between sightings, when the bay was watched on a daily basis, it
is considered that two individuals were involved. 3éare the 4thral 5th records for Moray
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& Nairn. The previous records were in Findhorn Bay in October 1982 and September 2001,
and the Spey estuary in September 2017.

m— p— — ™

"Bairdos Sandpiper, Findhorn Bay 9 Octobe

Little Stint  Calidris minuta

Very scarce migrant, mostly in autumn.

A poor year with only three records.

Spring: 1 Spey estuary 234 May (IJM).

Autumn: 1 Spey estuary 28 Aug (RSh) and 1 Findhorn Bay 18 Sep (MJHC, GM).

Pectoral Sandpiper  Calidris melanotos
Rare visitor.
One Findiorn Bay on 26 Sep (PWi). This is théthrecord for Moray & Nairn.

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

Common resident breeder, migrant and winter visitor.

JanuaryMarch: Records received from a variety of locations on twsixydays, tventy of

which were of ggle birds. Two were recorded at Todholes 3 Jan, Logie 11 Jan, Clephanton
20 Jan, Heldon Wood 16 Feb, Rafford 17 Feb, Redhill Wood (Rafford) 17 Feb and River
Lossie east of Elgin 15 Mar.

Breeding: Roding birds, mostly singles, rbtat Carron 9 Apr, Elgi 6 May, Whiteash Hill
Wood 7 May, 2 at Littlemill 10 May, Tomnamoon 24 May, 3+ Quarrelwood (Elgin) 1 Jun
and Loch Spynie 13 Jun. There was a pair with a brood of two at Kinloss airfield 25 May. In
the woods near Brodie Countryfare adult was seen in f§ht and thought to be carrying a
chick 18 Jun (LK). Records also received from other potential breeding sites at Altyre, Elgin
Oakwoods, Kellas, Tomnareave, Tomnavoulin, Torrieston woods and Whitefolds (Glenlivet).
Autumn-winter: Duiing November, 2+ Craigy 10th, 1 Duthil 17th, 1 Cooper Park (Elgin)
17th & 18th, 2 Wood of Mulderie (Mulben) 22nd and 1 Loch Kirkaldy 24th. During
December, 1 Wood of Ordiequish 5th, 1 Boroughbriggs (Elgin) 8th and 1 Auchlochan 29th.
On 22 Dec, 7 were lated in Mulben fieldstanight by using a thermal imager (AY).

Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus

Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

First winter period: 1 Kingsteps 6 Jan (JM) and 21 Jan (GPr), 2 on the south side of Findhorn
Bay 18 Jan (PRG) and 1 MeiKl&rchany (Cawdor) 22 JgdHm).

Early spring: 1 Netherton (Findhorn Bay) 3 Mar (RHD) and 1 Tugnet 20 Mar (MJHC).
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Autumnwinter: 1 Findhorn Bay-82 Oct (GB, AW, MJHC), 1 Kingsteps 14 Oct and 9 Dec
(GPr) and 1 Windyridge 29 Oct (RP).

Snipe Gallinago gallinago

Common breeder araigrant.

Breeding: First back at Tomnamoon 25 Mar and a pair there (male drumming) 29 Mar.
Displaying at Upper Edingight 25 Apr, where up to 3 present 2712pKay. First back at
Tomintoul 22 Mar. In the Cabrach, aipAuchmair 7 Apr (1 on 7 & 18 Jun) dr8 Balvalley

Moss 15 Apr. Elsewhere, 1 Carn nan-fighearnan 5 May, 3 Ruthven Farm (Tomintoul) 13
May and 1 Suie 28 May.

Winter-spring (JanuamMarch): Twentyseven records in the coastal fringes from Kingsteps

to Cullen mostly of 12 birds. Notable nuivers were at Drainie where 3 on 13 Jan, 5 on 28
Jan and 8 on 8 Feb. At Findhorn Bay, 8 Mosset Burn 18 Jan and 4 at the south end of the bay
21 Jan. Also, 3 Abottshill (Brodie) 21 Jan and 10 Nairn Bar 18 Feb.

Late summevinter: Throughout July & August gellar surveys produced 11 records €t 1

birds at the south end of Findhorn Bay. Maximum at the Spey estuary was 8 on 14 Aug. Best
site counts during SeptembBecember were 5 Findhorn Bay 11 Nov, 4 Spey egtd8

Nov, 8 Nairn Bar 9 Dec, 7 Nairn 11 Noval Kingsteps 14 Oct. Slightly inland, 1 Drainie

10 Nov & 22 Dec.

Maximum winter counts since 2009:

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
41 60 45 6 83* 65* 13* *18 53 *11
* at Kingsteps.

The largest congregation in Moray & Nairn was B34€ulbin October 1995.

Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius

Rare visitor.
One was watched at distances down-®rf. as it fed with Blackeaded Gulls at the edge of
the shore at Jennyds Well (bet ween €&H | en an

record for Moray & Nairn, the most recent being in 2014.

Grey Phalaope, near Portknockie 24 November 2018 (Alan Smith)
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Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Common summer visitor and breeder.

Arrival: First, in April, were 1 Delmore (Aberlour) 1 1 Spey estuary 15th, 2 Nether
Dallachy 19th and 1 Cullen 22nd. Wpuntry, 1 Blacksboat 23rd, 1 Knockando Distillery
25th, 1 Marypark 25th and 1 Ballenlish (Strath Avon) 28th.

The first arrival dates (in April) since 2008 were:

2008 2009 2010 | 2011 2012 | 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

20th 9th 17th  12th  10th  15th  10th 17th  16th  14th  15th

Breeding: Few reports of breeding behaviour apart from display at Loch Builg 6 May, also 2
pairs Conglass (Tomintoul) 2 May and 1 pair Roehillock Pool (AJtfdeJun. A pair with a
half-grown juvenile were upstream of the old bridge at Fochabers 4 Jun. At Aberlour, an
adult with a brood of two on 28 Jul. During May and June, furthecaymtry there were
records from potential breeding sites near Conicavetn®may), Foals Craig (Glen Avon),
Kellas, Logie Steading and Tomnavoulin. During the same period, and in the coastal fringe,
records were received from Dallachy pool, Spey estuary area, Red Craig (Dalvey Estate),
Findhorn Bay south end and the River Lossastof Elgin.

The usual posbreeding assemblage on the Spey estuary during July had 8 on 5th, 10 on 7th
and a peak of 14 on 8th. At Lossie estuary the peak was 10 on 4 Aug. On the Mosset Burn to
the south of Findhorn Bay there were 5 on 14 Jul.

Last d theyear were 4 on the beach west of Portgordon harbour 7 Sep.

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

Very scarce migrant, rare in winter.

Winter: 1 at a small roadside pool PittendrgElgin) 28 Jan was the only record (RP).

Late summer/autumn: All records frothe south end of Findhorn Bay in August where 2 on
8th (MJHC), 1 on 20th (PRG) and 1 on 22nd (RSC).

Redshank Tringa totanus

Scarce breeder, very common migrant and wintetoris

Breeding: Reported from four potential breeding sites although no s@drdonfirmed
breeding were received. In the Tomintoul area, 3 on 24 Mar, 1 near the bird hide 1 May & 23
Jun (and 2 there 25 Jun) and 1 at nearby Ruthven 13 May. ElsewhddynleACabrach)

29 Apr & 21 Jun and 1 near Dulsie Bridge 20 May.

At the coaf no evidence of breeding although present during May and June at the southern
end of Findhorn Bay, where they have previously bred.

Spring (MarchMay):

Weekly maximum counts ifrindhorn Bay revealed the following pattern with a decline
following 565 on & Apr.
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Redshank Findhorn Bay (Spring)

Peak count was 600 on 14 Mar. Elsewhere, the maximum count was 23 Burghead 17 Mar.

Late summeautumn (JulySeptember):
Weekly maximum counts in Findhorn B&$M, RSC) revealed the following pattern with an
increase from 71 on 30 Jun to 64 6 Aug and a peak of 920 on 13 Sep.

Redshank Findhorn Bay (Autumn)
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Highest counts (monthly maxima) elsewhere were:

01/07/2018

01/08/2018

01/09/2018

July August September
Carse of Delnies 40+ nc 83
Nairn 10 nc 75+
Burghead 1 14 nc
Lossiemouth *¢.100 53 6
Spey estuary 30 6 20
Portgordon nc 53 22

*Countedin flight heading east over the sea.
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Winter: Monthly maxima at the coast were:

October November Decembe

January February

*137 *54 *76 nc *83
c.350 nc 2 nc 0
3 0 c.150 212 48
515 625 898 919 619
15 26 69 30 21
11 16 22 7 12
31 51 32 36 48

*Combination of Nairn & Culbin Bar countscounting carried out concurrently.

Maximum winter counts in Findhorn Bay since 2009 have been:

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
828 536 500 599 513 870 845 912 976 919

During winter and early spring, slightly inland at Balormie pig farm (Drainie) were single
birds on 6 & 20 Jan, IMar, 18Mar (2) and 11 Apr. At Loch Loy, 1 on 28 Mar.

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

Very scarce migrant.

Spring: 2 Balormigig farm (Drainie) 12 May (JDL, MSh, CSh, AY).

Autumn: An exceptionally late bird remained near the bird hide at Findhorn Bay during 22
26 Nov (GM, RSGet al).

Wood Sandpiper, Ridhorn Bay 22 November 2018 (ichrd Sors Cocks)

58]




Birds in Moray &Nairn | 2018

Greenshank Tringa neb ularia

Scarce migrant, very scarce in winter.

Spring (late Marcklune): 1 Spey estuary 7 Apr (KP), 14 Apr & 7 May (MJHC), 1 on the
lower reaches of the River Findhorn 11 Apr (AJLildnon the south side of Findhorn Bay 1
Jun (RSC).

Late summeiautumn (JulyOctober): Records were received from the Findhorn Bay area on
40 days during this period from 1 Jul until 18 Oct, 32 of which were®bikds (GM, RSC

et al) with a highest cout was 6 on the Mosset Burn 1 Aug (GM). Most recdidsn
Lossiemouth were from the upper tidal reaches of the estuary with a highest count of 7 on 14
Aug (HF, DAG)- also 1 Lossie Forest gravel pit 19 Aug (JDL). Present on Spey estuary on
13 days during 1 Jut26 Sep; usually single birds, with the highestint being 6 on 4 Aug
(RSh). Elsewhere, 1 Carse of Delnies 16 Jul (JAC), 2 Culbin Bar 16 Aug (JDL) and 1 Nairn
12 Oct (AET).

Winter (NovembemDecember): 1 Findhorn Bay during November was seen on riist6th

& 15th (GM, RSC, RPo).

Kittiwake Rissa tri dactyla

Verycommorbreederand migrant.

Breeding: The numberof apparentlyoccupiednests(AON) at both coloniesthis year was
near the long term average,with 476 AON at Coveseaon 12 Jun and 232 AON at
Portknockieon 10 Jun, with a further 31 AON notedon the seawardfacing side of Bow
FiddleRockon 25 Jun(MJHC).

Numbersof AON in the past10 yearsat thesecoloniesareasfollows:

2009 20010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Covesea 468 535 540 590 425 569 627 488 700 476
Portknockie 332 355 360 365 233 336 260 220 319 263

In thefirst half of the yearhigh countsincluded75 off Cullenon 22 Apr and64 off Findhorn
on 15 May. Countsalongthe coastin late summerincluded240 on the seaoff Tugneton 22
Aug, 110 on the seaoff Portgordonon 24 Aug, 246 on Findhornbeachon 26 Aug and 380
off Nairn on 17 Sep.At Tugneton 14 Sep,2970wererecordedin 90 minutespassingeast
andon the sea(MJHC). Peakone-hour passageountsoffshorefrom Lossiemouthincluded
547 0n 21 Apr, 45090n 25 Aug (6858in 90 minutes),20440n 16 Sep 35060n 23 Sepand
13620n14 Oct.

At Lossiemouthregular seawatcheswere conductedthroughout2018 and the maximum
passageecordedoveraonehourperiodwasasfollows (RP):

Oct Nov Dec
3 26 92 547 269 16 152 4509 3506 1362 11 57

Sabine® Gull Xema sabini
Raremigrant
An adultwasseenat Lossiemouthoff the harbourandeastbeachon 26 Aug (MWa, DAG).
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Black- headed Gul Chroicocephalus ridibundus

Fairly commorresidentbreederandverycommorwinter visitor

Breeding:Numbersat Loch Spynieweresimilar to lastyearwith 18 apparentlyoccupied
nestsAON) on 3 Jun.Theonly otherreportwas2 AON nearGarmouthviaducton 27 May.
Countsover3000on FindhornBay included347on 15 Juland3510n 19 Aug. Elsewhereon
the coast significantcountswere84 Lossieestuary20 Janand186thereon 15 Jul, 50 Spey
estuary23 Juland70 Nairn 14 Dec.Othercountsfrom inlandsites included21 Gordon
Castle(Fochabers?1 Janand25 nearTomintoul 25 May. Therewerealsotenrecordsfrom
CooperParkpond(Elgin) with the highestcountsof 24 on 4 Feband16 on 2 Dec.

Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus

Veryscarcevisitor.

First sightings of the yearwere single adult birds on passageastLossiemouthon 24 & 25
Mar. Laterin theyear,seawatchesat Lossiemoutirecordedanadulton 25 Aug, a1CY bird
on 12 Sep,five (2 adult& 3 1CY) on 22 Sepandfour (2 adult& 2 1CY) on 23 Sep(RP).
Elsewherel BurgheadBay 17 Apr (AJL), a2CY Speyestuaryl2 May (MJHC), 1 Nairn Bar
14 Octanda 1CY Lossiemouthwestbeach24 Oct (GH). Thefinal sightingof the yearwasa
1CY bird aroundSpeyestuaryl0-12 Nov (MJHC).

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyae tus melanocephalus

Veryscarcevisitor.

Therecenttrendof increasedightingsof this bird continuedin 2018with numerouseports,
many of which werefrom the Lossiemoutharea,but anincreasinghumberof sightingsfrom

elsewhereaswell. The first sighting wasan adult at Balormie pig farm (Lossiemouth)on 5

Jan(DM, LSi). Four sightingsof what was assessetb be the samebird werethenmadeat
BalormieandnearbylLossieestuaryduring 7 Jan3 Feb,andoverthe summertherewerenine
reportsof an adut in the Lossiemouthareaduring 28 Juk19 Aug (RP, DAG, HF). At the
sametime, a differentadultwasreportednearFindhornBay on 16 Aug (DMP). Elsewherdan

the Nairn-Delniesareatherewere eight reportsduring 19 Aug-17 Sepinvolving an adult, a
2CY ard threelCY birds (DMP, PRG,CGL, JAC). Fourbirdswereseentogetheron Delnies
beachon 16 Sep- the mosteverseentogetherin Moray & Nairn (CGL, JAC). At the Spey
estuary,anadultwasseenon 27 Aug and16-17 Sep,andtwo adultson 25 Sep(MJHC). An

adultwaspreseniat Loch Spynieon 23 Oct and17 Nov (HF, DAG), andthefinal sightingof

theyearwasanadultat Balormieon 30 Dec (PRG).

ThreeMediterranearGulls, Nairn 12 Septembe2018(DavePullan)
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CommonGull Larus canus

Verycommorresidentoreederand winter visitor.

Breeding:On 8 May, 230 werevisible at the Tips of Corsemaulkolony (eastof Dufftown)
anda further 90 were 1 km southeastat Tom Mor. At Feith Musach(Tomintoul) 25 birds
and15 apparentlyoccupiednests(AON) wereseenon 25 May (IF). NearF o a Crag$Glen
Avon), 28 birds with 16 AON were on shinglesbesidethe River Avon on 16 May, and21
AON wereon anislandby Garmouthviaducton 27 May (MJHC). In Elgin, at least3 sites
had1-2 AONs, andtwo chicksseenat CawdorCaste on 14 Jun.

Significantflock countsaway from breedingareasearly in the yearincluded443 Balormie
pig farm (LossiemouthR1 Jan,c.800Moyness8 Feb,150+in Burgheaday (off Roseisle
Mar and 100+ eastof Forres12 Mar. Countslaterin the yearincluded260 Speyestuaryl2
Sepand230FindhornBay 20 Oct.

Great Black- backed Gull Larus marinus

Scarceresidentbreederand commorvisitor.

Breeding: Up to 4 apparentlyoccupiednests(AON) were noted at the Moycroft Estate
(Elgin) on 8 May andone AON at Portknockieon 10 Jun. Two pairswere seenat Tronach
Headon 11 Junbutno signof nests.

Overall, numbersthroughthe year were similar to thoseof 2017. The maximum at Spey
estuarywas9400n 27 Jul followed by 780 on 6 Aug. At Lossieestuary,numbes peakedn
late summer/autummvith 644 0n7 Octand5800n 15 Sep.Theseestuariesareonly about10
km apartandthe extentof interchangéetweenthesetwo flocks is uncertain Lessemumbers
werealsopresentat Findhornwhich peakedat 50 on 30 Dec.

Maximummonthly countswere:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Lossie estuary 82 42 147 80 1 22 74 92 580 644 65 126
Speyestuary nc nc nc 180 280 30 940 780 30 600 nc nc
Findhorn nc 17 nc nc 22 38 41 17 36 28 23 50

The only other coastal count to exceed25 was 35 Burghead21 Aug. Inland, very few
reportedotherthan10 CloddachQuarry22 Mar.

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus

Veryscarcewinter visitor.

As alwayswith this speciesduplicationis impossibleto discountfully asmobile individuals
aroundthe coastalstrip mayrelateto morethanonesighting.Observersarerequestedo note
the agesof individualsinvolved, and whetherbirds are consideredhe sameor different to
any othersseenaroundthe sameperiodto assistin obtaning a full picture of the numberof
individualsseen.

Anotheryearwith a goodnumberof sightingsmainlyin theareaaroundLossieestuary.

FindhornBay: Five sightingsof a2CY bird during11 Jul8 Aug (GM, RSC,MJHC).

Burghead: A 2CY Viking Gull (Glaucousx Herring Gull) was sighted on
numerousccasiongrom 5 Sepuntil atleastl6 Dec(manyobs).

Lossieestuary: The first sighting wasa 2CY on 29 Jan,followed by elevensightings

of a similar agedbird during 22 Feb26 Apr. In summer,a 2CY was
sea on 8-9 Junand 16 Jul, andanothemwasreportedon 16 Sep.On 2
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Nov thereweretwo 2CY birds presentandoneremaineduntil theend
of theyear(RP,DAG, HF etal.).

Balormiepig farm:  Fourteersightingsof a 2CY werereportedduring 8 Mar-15 May, with
two 2CY birds seenon 27-28 Apr. Due to the f a r préxsnity to
Lossie estuarysomeof the sightingsare likely to involve the same
birds(RPetal.).

Loch Spynie: Elevensightingsof a 2CY werereportedduring 2 Nov-30 Dec.Again,
some overlap with Lossie estuarybirds is likely, althoughthe 2CY
seenon 2 Nov wasdifferentto the two seenat the estuaryon the same
day(DAG, MJHC,RSCetal.).

Elgin area: At Clackmarraspig farm a 2CY was presenton 14 Feband 15 Mar
(MY). At Cloddachquarry,two 2CY birds were seenon 21 Feband
laterin theyeara2CY on 18 Oct (MJHC).

Speyestuary: Theearliestsightingwasa 2CY on 30 Jan,followed by sevenrsightings
of a similar agedbird during 1 Mar-16 Apr. An adultwasalsopresent
on2 Mar (MJHC etal.).

StrathlengBuckie): A 2 CY wasseend-5 Jan(LSi, JM, DM).

Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides

Veryscarcewinter visitor.

Like GlaucousGull, duplicationis impossibleto discount fully with this speciesas mobile
individuals aroundthe coastalstrip may relate to more than one sighting. Observersare
requestedo notethe agesof individualsinvolved,andwhetherbirds areconsideredhe same
or differentto any othersseenaroundthe sameperiodto assistin obtaininga full picture of
thenumberof individualsseen.

Anothergoodyear,but onceagaindifficult to ascertairthe exactnumberslt is probablethat
therewerearound24 birdsin 2018whichwasa slightincreaseon previousyears

LochFlemington: A 2CY on 26 Feb(DP).

FindhornBay: A 2CY on 29 Mar (PRG).

Burghead: A 3CY on 16 May (RG).

Hopeman: An adulton 14 Janand2 Mar (MWa).

Lossieestuary: First sightingwasanadulton 2 Janwith six further sightingsup to 30

Mar. A 3CY bird was seenregularly during 8 Jan5 Mar anda 2CY
from 29 Mar to 17 Apr. What was probably another3CY bird was
presentl8 Apr to 23 May. A seawatch off Lossiemouthrecordeda
2CY anda 3CY on 8 Apr (RP,DAG, DM etal.).

Balormiepig farm:  First sightingwas 3CY on 2 Janwith nine further sightingsup to 25
Jan.A 2CY waspresemn4-11 Mar andanadultwasseenon 29 Janand
24 Apr. It is probablethat someof thesebirds were alsothoseseenat
nearbyLossieestuary(RP,DAG etal.).

Loch Spynie: A 4CY wasseenon 21 Febandan adult wasrecordedon 14 Apr, 22
Decand31Dec(DAG, MJHC,JO).
Elgin area At Clackmarraspig farm therewasa 3CY on 20 Mar. At Cloddach

qguarrytwo 2CY birds andan adult wereseenon 21 Feb.Laterin the
yeara 1CY wasseerhereon 18 Oct (MY, MJHC, RP).

Llanbryde: At Longhill pig farm thereweretwo adults on 13 Feband one of the
adultstogethemwith a 2CY waspresenton 20 Feb.At Loch Oire there
wasa singlebird on12 Janand17 Dec (MY, EH).
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SpeyBay: An adultwasseenat Boars Headon 18 Febanda 2CY on the estuary
on 8 Apr (JDL, MJHC).

Herrin g Gull Larus argentatus

Verycommorresidentbreederand winter visitor.

Breeding: Numeroussites on roofs of industrial and commercial buildings in the area
includingatleast100apparentlyoccupiednests(AON) in Elgin, 38 AON in Forres, 17 AON
in Lossemouthand4 AON in Nairn. Undoubtedlythere were many more sitesaroundthe
regionwherebreedingook placebutwasnotrecorded.

Monthly maximum couns on the Lossie estuary,the Spey estuaryand at Nairn were as
follows:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Lossie 886 498 453 287 14 250 540 893 313 565 147 306
Spey 20 32 nc 200 nc 20 1200 600 nc nc nc 1060
Nairn 80 24 65 100 46 80 100 nc 30 30 80 150

Elsewhere, significant counts included 500+ Loch Spynie 26 Jan, 211 Cooper Park pond
(Elgin) 3 Mar, 800 Cloddach quarry 22 Dec, 580 on a pig farm at Llan@y/d¥c and 3500
on Findhorn Bay 30 Dec.

Lesser Black- backed Gull Larus fuscus

Summevisitor and scarcebreeder.Veryscarcein winter.

Wintering: Recordedn bothwinter periods.At the startof theyear,thefirst sightingwastwo
adultsat Balormie pig farm on 2 Jan.At nearbylLossieestuarytherewere severalreportsto
mid Marchof 2 differentadultswhich may havebeenthe samebirdsseenat Balormie.At the
endof theyear,the only sightingsin Decembemvereanadultat Lossieestuaryon 8 Decand
30 Dec,andat nearbyloch Spyniepossiblythe sameadulton 30-31 Dec.

Arrival: By late March therewere reportsof sightingsat a numberof locaions. Multiple
countsincluded3 Clochanl17 Mar, 4 Balormie 24 Mar and 6 CooperParkpond (Elgin) 14
Apr.

Breeding: Severalsites were identified aroundElgin including the old sawmill site and 3
apparentlyoccupiednests(AONSs) at Moycroft. Breedingwas also noted on buildings in
Forreswith 5 AONs seenon 24 May and4 pairsnestingat Kinlosson 3 May.
Highestcountsof the yearwereon Loch Oire with 34 on 29 Jul, 32 on 20 Aug and29 on 3
Sep(which includedtenadults,a 2CY and18 juveniles).Elsewhere5 Speyestuary21 May,
14 Losske estuary30 Junand>5 off Nairn 10 Jul.

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis

Verycommorsummenisitor and occasionabreeder.

Arrival: First of the year was 1 off Lossiemouthl8 Mar (RP). First sightings at other
locationswere4 Nairn 22 Mar andsingle birds at Findhorn26 Mar, Burgheads Apr, Cullen
6 Apr andKingston8 Apr. High countsin springincludedc.100Nairn eastbeachl10 Apr, 82
FindhornBay 25 Apr, 52 Burgheadl8 Apr andc.50 SpeyBay 20 Apr.
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Firstarrival datesn thelasttenyearshavebeenasfollows:

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
22 Mar 25 Mar 27 Mar 18 Mar 3 Apr 25 Mar 12 Mar 21 Mar 14 Mar 18 Mar

Breeding:No breedinghasbeenconfirmedin Moray & Nairn since2005.

First juvenileswith adultsfrom coloniesoutwith Moray & Nairn were notedfrom mid July.
From the colourringedbirds observedat Findhornmostof the juvenileshad comefrom the
Forvie NNR on the Ythan Estuary. Some had also arrived from breedingsites on the
Northumbriancoastandthe Netherlands.Numbersobservedt Findhornbeachthis yearwere
higherthan 2017 with countsfrom July to Septembeabove200 including 235 on 11 Aug,
266 on 30 Aug and425on 10 Sep(RSC).Elsewherecountswere muchlower andincluded
70 BurgheadHopeman15 Aug, 90 Nairn 17 Sepand 174 seenon a 90-minute seawatch at
Portknockieon 13 Aug.

Half-monthly maximum countsof flocks on the shoreat Findhornfrom early July to late
Septembewere(RSC):

July 115 July 1631 Aug 1-:15 Aug 1631 Sep 115 Sep 1630

Findhorn shore 6 72 235 266 425 84

Passagef SandwichTernsalongthe Moray coastwasmonitoredduringregularseawatches
from LossiemouthBestpassage&ountin springwas48 in one hour on 8 May. During June
and July, countswere generallylow with a maxmum of 11 on 15 Jul. By late sunmer and

autumn,countshadincreasedncemoreandincluded265on 11 Aug, 1890n 2 Sep,127on

16 Sepandthefinal sightingof a singlebird on 2 Oct. The maximumhalf-monthly one-hour

passagecounts taken at Lossiemouthfrom late April throughto early Octoberwere as
follows (RP):

Apr May May Jun Jun Jul Jul Aug Aug Sep Sep Oct

1630 115 1631 1-15 1630 115 1631 1-15 1631 1-15 1630 1-15
25 48 3 0 0 11 10 265 172 189 127 1

Little Tern Stern ula albifrons

Veryscace summekwisitor andrare breeder.

All the sightingsthis yearwerereportedfrom Lossiemouthwherebreedingtook placeonce
againontheeastbeachFirst birdsseenwere4 atthe eastbeachcolonyon 28 May. By 12 Jul
therewere 3 birds on nestswith a further 10 nearbyandat least3 chicks wereobservedrom
mid July to mid August. The highestcountwason 18 Jul with 16 adultsand?2 chicks. Last
sightingwas2 adultsanda recentlyfledgedjuvenileon 19 Aug (MSh, DAG, JDL etal.).

CommonTern Ster na hirundo

Summewisitor andfairly commorbreeder.

Arrival: Firstreportwas1 BurgheadBay 17 Apr, followed by 1 Burgheadl9 Apr, 2 passing
Lossiemoutt20 Apr and2 onthe Speyat Aberlouron 29 Apr.

Breeding:At Loch Spynie,numbersof apparentlyoccuped nest§ AONSs) on the platformfell
backthis yearin comparisorto 2017with 11 AONs seenon 3 Jun.By 8 Jul 20 adultsand10
chickswerearoundthe platform (RP). At the Garmouthviaductcolony, 6 AONs were noted
on 27 May and 20 birds were presenton 2 Jul althoughnestswere obscuredby vegetation
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(MJHC). Also inland,CommonTernsbredon theroof of Walkersfactoryin Aberlour,with 7
adultsand?2 juvenilesseenon 28 Jun(AE).

Elsewhere the highestcount off Findhornwas 35 on 9 May. At Lossiemouth the main
passag&vasrecordedrom mid July to early Augustwith one-hourcountsof 73 on 21 Jul, 50
on 28 Juland80 on 5 Aug. Thelastsightingwas1 on 14 Oct. Maximum half-monthly one
hour passageountstakenat Lossiemouthfrom late April throughto early Octoberwereas
follows (RP):

Apr  May May Jun Jun Jul Jul Aug Aug Sep Sep Oct

1630 1-15 1631 115 1630 1-15 1631 1-15 1631 1-15 1630 1-15
15 23 11 3 0 21 73 80 4 S 8 1

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea

Summevwisitor andfairly commorbreecer.

Arrival: First were 2 BurgheadBay 2 May followed by 3 Spey estuary3 May and 1 off
Lossiemoutton 5 May.

Breeding:At the Garmouthviaduct colony 42 AONs were notedon 27 May and 130 birds
werepresenton 2 Jul althoughnestswere obscuredoy vegetaton. At the Speyestuarythere
were130including57 juvenileson17Jul (MJHC).

On Findhornbeachtherewereonly a few recordspostbreedingwith a maximumof 3 on 28
Aug (RSC).A few passagsightingsat Lossiemouthduring May andthenagainin July and
Augug with maximaof 22 in onehouron 8 May and16 on 28 Jul (RP).Lastsightingof the
yearwasl Nairn 29 Oct (PRG).

Black Tern Chlidonias niger

Veryscarcespringandautumnmigrant

An adult flew west pastLossiemouthon 22 Jul (RP). This was only the 9th recordsince
2000.

Great Skua Stercorarius skua

Fairly commormmigrantin summerndautumn.

Spring: First of the yearwere 2 Lossiemouthon 26 Apr followed by 2 Burgheadon 28 Apr

(RP, CGL). Birds were seenon eight days in May during seawatchesat Lossiemouth
including5 birdsovertwo hourson 7 May. Elsewheresightingsincluded2 Burghead/ May,

2 Findhorn17 May andsinglebirds off Cullen harbouron 29 Apr, Strathleneon 2 May and
SpeyBay on 14 May (RSC,JM, MJHC).

Summer:In July-August there were fourteendateswith recordsfrom Lossiemouthmostly
singlesor pairsbut up to 3 in onehouron 13 Juland 11 Aug, and6 on 25 Aug (RP, JM).

Elsewhere 1 Nairn 10 Jul, 3 off Findhorndunes27 Aug and 3 Cullen 27 Aug (MT, MGC,

JM).

Autumn: In Sepgemler-Octoberthere were ten dateswith recordsat Lossiemouth,again
mostly singlesor pairsbut sightingsof 3 on 15 Sep,4 on 22 Sepand6 on 23 Sep(RP). Other
sightingsincludedl Portknockie2 Sep(DT), 2 Strathlene7 Sep(and3 on 21 Sep)(MJHC),

and 1 off Nairn harbour22 Sep(AJ).

Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus

Veryscarcemigrantoffshorein summemndautumn are in winter.

A few moresightingsthis year,mostly off Lossiemouth Single birds were seenoffshoreon
20 Apr, 1 May, 28 Jul and 26 Oct. In addition,3 wereseenin 30 minuteson 25 Aug and4 in
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onehouron 27 Oct (RP,HF). Around the samedate,6 passedtrathleneon 26 Oct (MJHC).
Elsewherea single bird was seenflying westat Burgheadand Findhornon 28 Sep(AMac,
JPo).

Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus

Fairly commormmigrantin summerandautumn.

Spring: The trend of increasingnumbersof sightingsin April and May continuedthis year.
Theseincluded 1 Burghead26 Apr (KR), 1 Cullen 29 Apr (JM), 6 sightingsoff Findhorn
including3 on15May (RSC,GM, AJL), 1 Portknockiel2 May (MJHC) and,on seawatches
at Lossiemouth5 dayswith recordsincluding5 in onehouron 11 May (RP).
Summer:FromJuneAugusttherewereelevendayswith sightingsfrom Lossiemouthmostly
on seawatches.Highest countsincluded 3 on 28 Jul and 12 on 25 Aug (RP, JM). Off
Findhorn,2 on 4 Aug, 1 on 20-21 Aug, 1 on 24 Aug and2 on 27 Aug (RSC).Elsewhere 1
off Speyestuary8 Jul (RSh),1 off Nairn 14 Jul (ACI), 1 off Burgheadl5 Aug (SI) and2 off
Delnies19 Aug (GPr).

Autumn: Regularsightingscontinuedat Lossiemouthin SeptembeOctoberandhigh counts
included10on 1 Sep,5on 10 Sep,7 on 19 Sepand4 on 12 Oct (RP). Off Findhorn,single
birdswereseenon 5 Sepand1l, 2, 10& 12 Oct. At Burghead,2 on 21 Sepanda single bird
on 27 & 28 Sep.Onehour seawatchesat Strathlenerecorded3 on 7 Sepand6 on 21 Sep
(MJHC). Lastof theyearwasa singleoff Lossiemoution 22 Oct.

Little Auk Alle alle

Veryscarcevisitor in autumnandwinter. Occasionallymorenumerous.

In 2017the majority of sightingshadbeenat the endof the yearand2018 continuedwith all
the sightingsrecordedn JanuaryMarch. At Burgheadhe earliestwas1 on 17 Janfollowed
by 8 on 1 Mar and2 on 4 Mar (AMac, RHD, TJW). At Lossiemouth4 on 4 Feb,1 on 3 Mar
and2 on 18 Mar (RP,HF, DAG). Theonly otherrecordwas?2 flying westpastCullenon 25
Mar (LSi).

Guillemot Uria aalge

Rarebreederyverycommoroffshore.

Breeding:The smallbut expandingcolony at Bow Fiddle Rock (Portknockie)containedup to
49 adultson the seawardside of the Rockon 25 Jun,and2 wereon the mainlandcliffs on 10
Jun(MJHC).

First sighting of the yearwasa single bird passingLossiemouthon 2 Jan.Furtheronehour
passageountsat Lossiemaith at the startof theyearincluded39 on 17 Feb,32 on 4 Mar and
51 on 24 Mar. Severalwerenotedoff Findhornwith a maximumof 4 on 29 Jan.Elsewhere,
18 DelniesNairn on 18 Feband 24 Burghead4 Mar. By spring,the highestpassageount
recordedat Lossiemouthwas 361 on 20 May. Otheroffshoresightingsat Findhornincluded
130n3 Apr and9 on 13 May. At Cullen,70 werereportedon 22 Apr andseverahundredoff
EasterDelnieson 25 May. In summerat Lossiemouth,150wererecordedon 2 Junand25 on
15 Jul. Highest count off Findhorn was 27 on 10 Jul. By autumn, passagecounts at
Lossiemouthadincreasedigainandincluded24 on 16 Sep,103on 2 Octand111lon 7 Oct.
Othersignificantcountsincluded19 Tugnet8 Oct, 17 Findhorn13 Oct and 425 Culbin Bar
14 Oct. Lastsightingsof the yearoff Lossemouthincluded92 on 1 Nov, 43 on 25 Nov and
finally 3 on 16 Dec.

At Lossiemouthregular seawatcheswere conductedthroughout2018 and the maximum
passageecordedoveraonehourperiodwasasfollows (RP):
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul | Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
1 39 51 24 361 144 25 I 24 111 93 5

Razorbill Alca torda

Scarcebreeder,verycommoroffshore.

Breeding:At the Portknockiecolony,therewere 132 adultson the mainlandcliffs on 10 Jun,
andthe seavard side of the Bow Fiddle Rock hadanother65 adultson 25 Jun.Furtherwest,
at TronachHead,anothercolony had39 adultson cliffs by 8 Jul (MJHC).

Highest numbersoffshore were recordedin spring. In one-hour counts of birds passing
Lossiemouththe peak passageecordswere 398 on 24 Mar, 522 on 7 Apr and635 on 21
Apr. Elsewheresignificantcountsthis yearincluded122 Nairn Bar 18 Feb,80 Burghead30
Mar, 27 Findhorn5 Apr and c.400 EasterDelnies 25 May. High countslater in the year
included40 Burgheadl16 Jun, 36 Findhorn19 Aug and50 in the B o a HéadRock area
(SpeyBay) 1 Nov. Passag@astLossiemoutipeakedat 363on 7 Oct and226 (headingwest)
on2 Nov.

At Lossiemouthregular seawatcheswere conductedthroughout2018 and the maximum
passageecordedveraonehourperiodwasasfollows (RP):

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul | Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
7 207 398 635 45 30 96 3 135 363 226 14

Regularcountswere alsotakenof birds on the seain BurgheadBay, from Findhorn,which
wereasfollows (RSC,GM):

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul | Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
6 14 12 27 14 12 22 41 19 11 10 I

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle

Scarcebreederandscarceoffshore.

Breeding:Highestcountof adultson the seaby Bow Fiddle Rock (Portknockie)was33 on 8

Apr. At TronachHeadthe high countin springwas8 on 8 Apr, andlatertherewere9 onthe
seaon 30 Jun.The long-term traditional creviceat Tronach Headwas unoccupiedon 8 Jul

(MJHC). Although breedingat thesesitesis apparentamongthe small numberof birds
presentthe successatesaredifficult to ascertairowing to the inaccessibilityof the nestson

thesecliffs.

Other countsearly in the yearincluded2 Burghead7 Jan,1 Hopemanl3 Jan, 19 passing
Lossiemouth25 Mar and2 Findhorn1 May. Away from the eastMoray breedingarea,the
highest countsin autumnwere from Lossiemouthwith passagecounts (almostall birds
headingwest) of 24 on 20 Sep,27 on 6 Oct, 43 on 18 Oct and 36 on 2 Nov. Elsewhere2

Nairn17 Sep,2 Findhorn14 Nov and2 Burgheal 16 Dec.

At Lossiemouthregular seawatcheswere conductedthroughout2018 and the maximum
passageecordedoveraonehourperiodwasasfollows (RP):

Jan Feb Mar Jun Jul Oct Nov Dec
2 9 19 8 2 0 3 15 24 43 36 3
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Puffin  Fratercula arctica

Veryscarceoffshore.

A goodyearfor sightingsmainly at Lossiemouthoverthe summemonthswith recordsfrom

elevendays.Theseincluded3 on 8 Jul, 15 on 14 Jul (duringfour hours),54 on 15 Jul (during
2 hours)andthe final sightingof 1 on 1 Nov (RP). Other sightingswere single birds past
Burgheadon 29 Jun,10 Octand14 Oct (MGC, TB, JPo),and2 off Culbin Bar 14 Oct (AY).

Two deadspecimengadultandimmature)werefound on Lossiemoutheastbeachon 8 Mar
(MSh).

Feral Pigeon Columba livia

Very common resident breeder.

Few reports in 2018 of this widespread and numerous bird. Flock8®G0ere reported in
Buckie, Elgin and Nairn.

Stock Dove Columba oenas

Scarce resident breeder.

Breeding seaso(March-July). 2 Balormie 7 Apr and 20 May3 Golford 6 Apr,1 Kirkhill
(Elgin) 19 Mar,up to 3 Loch Spynie onine dates (song heard), 1 Lossiemouth east beach 8
& 12 Jul, 1 Mill of Tynet 3 May and 1 Kilravock Castle 12 Apr.

Autumn/winter records from additional localities weteBarmuckity 6 Janl Carse of
Delnies 17 Sep, 1 Cragganmore 27 Feb and 8 Sweethill&eb.

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus

Very common resident breeder.

Flocks of100 or morgapproximate countshcluded1500 Golford 4 Mar, 1300 Berryleas 4
Feb, 800 Burnside of Enzie 1 Jéand 600 on 18 Jan), 500 Blackpark (Nairn) 29 Jan, 300
Achneim (Cawlor) 27 Dec, 200 Kirkhill (Elgin) 15 Mar and 150 Keith 12 Mar.

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto

Very common resident breeder.

Breeding: A pair nested on the traffic lights by the Raf§ice in New Elgin (MWh).

The only ounts of 10 or morevere 17 Kinnudie (Auldearn) 21 Dec, 14 Nether Dallachy 5
Oct and 10 Clochan 17 DeSmaller groups of ® were reported fronBishopmill (Elgin),
Forres and Miltonduff.

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

Sumpnrer visitor and fairly common breeder.

Arrival: First reportsin April, were at Tomintoul 25th, Upper Edingight 25th, Knockaneorn
26th and Rafford 29th.

Subsequently seen or heard in Maye atAitnoch, Altyre, Bin Hill (Cullen), Braes of
Enzie, Buinach,Carn na Dalach, Craigellachie, Delnabo, Dulsie Bridgaster Gaulrig,
Gallowhill, Glenmullie, Inchrory, Kellas, Knauchland, Loch Kirkaldy, Millbuies Loch, North
Crannoch, Rumachroy, Ruthven (Tomu)p Seafield (Forres), Sheals (Glass), Shenvault,
Todhoksand Wood of Achnatone.
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Barn Owl Tyto alba

Scarce resident breeder.

Breeding season Nlarch-July) reports camdrom Ardivot, Balgreen,Bogmoor, Braes of
Enzie, Craigellachie, Darklanddaugh of Kinermony, Duffus, Hempriggs, Knockaneorn,
Marypark,Mossyards, North Crannoch, Sheals (Glass), Tomnamoon and West Mains.

The number of breeding seasondbtties reported in the last 3®ars:

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012| 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
11 13 21 10 9 5 0 1 9 S 9 8 17 7 16

At other times of year, reports came from the following additional d8el/enie Castle,
Barmuckity, Ben Rinneslistillery area, Boat o' Brig, Bridge of Derrybeg, Broom of Moy,
Daugh of Carron, Dipple, Findhorn, Glen of Rothes, Hillhead (Forres), Gleemull
Lhanbryde, Lossiemouth, Miltonduff, Mundole and Wellheads.

The total number of localities from which Barn Owls were repo(tgdany time of year)
since 2004s:

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 | 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

31 27 31 21 40 20 11 13 21 12 30 47 39 21 33

Snowy Owl Bubo scandiacus

Very scarce visitor.

On 30 Jan, one was seen and photographed on a grassy bank and fence posts at Gladhill
Farm, Garmouth (KCr). Remarkably, another was seen and photographed in an arseslof mi
conifer plantation and moorland near Mannoch Biil 14 April (JT, LMi, SMe). It was not
possible to establish the age or sex of either bird due to their distance from the observers
and, despite searching, neither could be relocated on subsequent day

Tawny Owl  Strix aluco
Common residerireeder.
Recordswverereceived froml7 localities with breeding confirmed at Kinermony

Long- eared Owl Asio otus

Scarce resident breeder.

Records received from seven localiti€alling young were hearoh the wood behind the
golf course at Spey Bagn 12 & 17 Jun(MJHC, NS, CA) Ferness 28 May (MGC),
Findrassie Wood 18 Jul (HF) and Lethen 7 Jun (@her records included single birds at
Ardlewie (Lower Cabrach) 12 May, Drainie 2 Jul and East Mains (Gil&dn).

Short - eared Owl Asio flammeus

Rare breeder and very scarce migrant.

Very few records received. In spring/early summer, 1 Black Hill (Aultmore) 8 Apr (MJHC),
1 Hopeman 9 Apr (RJ) and 1 Findhorn 1 J&Mi). In autumn,21 Littlemill 4 Oct (JHm),1
Findhorn Bay 12 OctRSC) andlL Covesea 15 Oct (DM).
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Swift  Apus apus

Summer visitor and common breeder.

Arrival: A few very early birds, followed by enore widespreadrrival in mid May.First
were 4 Drumin Castle 1 May5 Loch Spynie May and 1 Elgin emetery 8 May. On 12
May, 1 Cullen, 1 Forres, 1 Lossiemouth, 5 Nairn and 1 The Wards (Elgin).

Breeding: Swifts were seen entering roof spaces Gullen, Elgin (Victoria Road) and
Garmouth.

Largest concentrationsvere 50+ over Darnaway CHe area 31 Jub0 Spey estuary 20 Jun,
50 Lossiemouth 3 Aug, 40 Bishopmill 26 Jul, 35 Loch Spynie 3 Jun, 20+ Golford 4 Jul, 20
Kinloss 23 Jul Aug and 20 Nairn 6 Aug.

Late birds in the second half of Augustiere1 Findhorn 19th, several Lossiemouthsg13
Keith 23rd aad 2 Loch Spynie 26th.

A swift seen over Cummingston on 8 Nov (SBr) was a possible Pallid Svats(pallidu}
but Common Swift could not be totally eliminated on the views obtained.

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

Very scarce visitor andccasional breeder.

Breeding seasorfApril-July): The only records received wefem the lower River Spey
between Garmouth viaduct and the rivermouth. One was seen on 14 Apr (MJHC) and 7 Jun
(JA), and a pair on 6 Jul (PGS).

At other times, single birds we seen at Aberlounf Lour Burn) 7 OctArdivot (Spynie
canal) 27 OctCloddach Quarry 18 Oct, Elgin (Coapeark and River Lossie) 12 Newd 2
28 Deg Forres (Mosset Burn and porglJan10 Mar and 17 Nov, Findhorn Bay 13 Ju18
Aug and 31 OgtHowford Bridge area (RiveNairn) 26 Sep and 6 Oct, Keith (River Isla) 29
Sep,Loch Spynie20 Jan and 10 dates between 19 80gDec¢ Lossie estuary 10 Aug, 10
Octand two birds on 18 Oct (HFa) aBdnquhar Loch (Forres) 19 Mar

7 N y; b ‘ /j4
‘ o - 5
.
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Kingfisher, Forres 16 Febany 2018 (Martin Cook
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Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major

Common resident breeder.

Widespread in woodlands and visiting garden feedgrseding confirmed at Gallowhill,
Laiken and beside the River Lossast of Elgin. On 16 Apr, three males were drumming
near Todbles (Dallas).

[Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis
Very scarce visitor.
For the second consecutive year, no records were redeived

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Scarce resident breeder.

Breeding season (Apriuly) recordgconfirmed breeding in italigsincluded birds/pairs at
Aldivalloch, Alves, Ardivot, Auchmair, Burghead, Carse of Delnies, Clarkly Hill, Drainie,
Duffus, Elrick, Findhorn, Forres, Glen Builglnverugie Kingston, Kinloss airfield
Littlemill, Lossiemouth airfield, Lossie estuary, Mossyarligyyness, NethertorRefouble,
Roseisle, Seafield, Shempston, Todholes, Tomintoul, Upper Edingight and Whitetree.
Additional sites, with birds seen in other months, wé&e@havraat, Aitnoch, Banchor,
Birchfield (Glen Avon), Cassieford, Covesea, Cummingsiaya, Elgin, Glack Harnes
(Ben Rinnes), Golford, Hempriggs, Hopeman, Househill (Nairn), Kilravock, Loch
Flemington, Loch Loy, Milton of Grange, Salterhill, Tomcork, Wanilkand Whitemire.

Merlin  Falco columbarius

Scarce resident breeder and migrant.

Breeding:54 sites were checked and af these were found to be occupied by pafsvhich
14-15 laid clutchesThirteenpairs weresuccessful, and these raisédlyoung between them.
Mean brood size (fledged yourger pair) overall was2.4, but better inwest Moray and
Nairn, at 3.2 than in east Moray, at 1.1 (BCo, JKC). This represents a substantial
improvement on 2017, when only pairs were found, and only 12 young fledged.

Outside the breeding season, single birds were seen in the lowleBal®r@tie 27 Mar and

22 Sep, Calcotts 17 Dec, Earlseat 7 Feb, Findhorn Bay (south end) 5 Jan, 5 Mar and 31 Oct
10 Dec (10 dates), Lossientbuairfield 1415 Sep, Portgordon 2 Mar, Roseisle maltings 5
Jan and Spey estuary 12 Oct.

Hobby Falco subbuteo
Rare visior. Has bred
One was near the firing range, west of Kingston, on 31 Aug (RSh).

Peregrine Falco peregrinus

Rare residenbreeder.

Breeding:Sevensites were checked of whidbur were occupied by pairs and one by a single
adult. Threeof the pairsbred siccessfully raising broods o2-3, two and oneyoung (AY,
MJHC, AHo, JKC).

In late summewinter, single birds werseen atBurghead (Jan), Clashach qua(®ec)
Cothall (Jan),Findhorn Bay (JatMar, AugDec) Hopeman (Jan), Lethen (Mar), Loch
Spynie (®p, Dec), Lossie estuary (Mar, Sep, Oct), off Lossiemouth harbour (Aug),rLowe
Broadshaw (Dec), Kinloss (Oct), Moyness (Sep), Nairn (Jan, Oct), Pitchroy (Oct),
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Portgordon (Nov), Portknockie (Jan), Spey estuary (Jan, Mar, Aug, Sep) and West Mains
(Jan).

Red- backed Shrike  Lanius collurio

Occasional breeder and rare migrant.

A male was seen at Hopeman on 25 May (ASc). With the exception of the pair which bred in
2013, this is thd.3th ecord for Moray & Nairn, and the first since 2008.

Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor

Very scarce winter migrant.

One was on moorland nearfeble between 20 Oc5 Nov (HMo, JPo, MJHE@t al). This
is the 8th record this century.

%

Great Grey Shrike, Refouble 20 October 2018 (Howaf Moncrieff)

Jay Garrulus glandarius

Fairly common resident breeder.

Breeding season (Apriuly): Reports fromAirdrie, Cawdor Woods, Elgin (Quarrywood
area), Glen Lossie, Gordon Castle (Fochabers), Kinloss airfield, Kirkhill, Laiken, Little
Aitnoch, Loch Loy, Loch Spynie, Lossie Forest/espudanachieMulben and Rosels.

At other seasons, additional sites wekberlour (Linn Falls), Blue Hill, Brodie Castle,
Burghead, Clashach, Cloddach quarry, Cloddymoss, Craighead, Dallas, Delmore,
Douglasshiel Moss, Drumdivan, Fochabers, Fornigh®ilston, Grigor Hill, Kellas,
Knockando distillery, Laverockloch, Loch na Bo, Loch of Blairs, Mains of Craigmill,
Maryfield, Montgrew, Pluscarden, Redhill Wood, Redwood, Rothes, Sanquhar Shoé

and Westerton.

Largest congregatiowas 8Loch Spyniel4 Oct.

Magpie Pica pica

Common resident breeder.

Widely recorded at 51 sites throughout the lowlands.

Groups of 10 or more were 16 Forres 26 Dec, 11 Clarkly Hill 18 Mar, 11 Findhorn Bay 13
Dec and 10 Rosebank (Hill of Maud) 17 Dec.

Jackdaw Cdoeus monedula

Very common residentdeder.

Counts of 10 or morewerec.750 (assembling for roost) Craigellachie 30 Jan, 270 Kingsteps
18 Jul, 150 Tomintoul 22 Oct, 140 Porttannachy 4 Mar and 120 Portessie 18 Feb.
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On 28 Mar, a bird showing characters 'Nbrdic'’ AckdawC. m. monedulawas seen at
Portessie (LSi).

Rook Corvus frugilegus

Very common resident breeder.

Colonies 79 apparently occupied negSON) Knockando Parish Chur@? Mar, 21 AON
West Road, Elgin 22 Mar and 8 AON The Oaks, Elgin 20.Mar

The only hrge count received was @750 assembling for roost with a similar number of
Jackdaws at Craigellachie on 30 Jan.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone

Very common resident breeder.

Breeding:Bred close to central Elgimear the junction of Ashgrove Road and A$6.
Numerous on the Lossie estuary where maximum monthly count2@ene 25 Jan, 29 on 4
Feb, 70 on 19 Apr, 43 on 20 Mayd 26 on 26 Jun. Notable counts elsewhere included 88
Cloddach Quarry 22 Mar, 50 Findiim Bay 15 Jul and 38 Carse of Delnies £p.S

Carion Crows were again recorded durisgavatches off Lossiemouth harbourduring
March-May. Usually only 12 birds but 17 flew west in 30 minutes on 25 Mar, and 9 in one
hour on 7 Apr (RP).

Hooded Crow Corvus cornix

Scarce visitor and rare breed

Hooded Crows (or Carrion x Hooded hybrids very closely resembling Hooded) were reported
in small numbers (up to 3) a@urghead, Clarkly Hill, Cloddach quarry, Cloddymoss,
Craigellachie, Cummingston, Easter Lawceton, Findhorn Bay, Golford, Hopeman,
Kingsteps, Loch Flemington, Lossie estuary, Myreside, Spey Bay, Spynie Palace and
Urquhart.

Slightly more numerous in the Nairn area whermn east beach 12 Febnear the harbour 6

May, 5+ Carse of Delnies 16 J&@,west golf course 25 Dec and 4 nearlikesure Centre 29

Jan.

Raven Corvus corax

Scarce visitor and rare breeder.

Breeding:Two pairsbred at thecoast,at Tronach Headvheretwo young fledged (MJHC
MMg) and at Covesea wheee nest was built but the attempt was unsucceg8dHC).
Inland, two pairs bred in south Moray, one of which raised two young to fledging and the
other failed (EW). Pairs were located in two other inland Moray sites but bgeedis not
confirmed for either (KCu, SWa).

Elsewherdanland, 2 Allanreid 26 Oct, 3 Auchmair 3Qug, 8 Bank Farm 7 Apr, 1 Bardon 22
Sep, 2 Ben Avon 1 Jul, 2 Ben Rinnes 18 Feb, 2 Cabrach 15 Apr, 3 Carn Liath 23 Feb, 3 Carn
Mor 19 May (5 there 22 Aug), 2 Carn nan-fighearnan 5 May2 Cothall late Jul5 Craig
Bhuilg 16 May, 3 Croughly 22 Jul, 1 Ceds 15 May3 Glenlivet 11 Apr, 2 Half Davoch 28
Oct, 2 Kilravock 20 Dec, 1 Knock of Braemoray 29 Jun & 29 Dec, 1 Loch Avon 7 3Apr,
Tomnavoulin 10 Jun and 1 Whitefolds 7 A@n the Cairngorms plateau, 2 were seen
(usually in the Cairn Lochahochan Buidle area) on 7 Jan, 18, 19 & 26 May and 8 & 24
Jun.

At, or near, the coast, 2 Binn Hill (Garmouth) 5 Mar, 1 Dallachy 3 Jan, 1 Be3@iSep, 1
Forres 14 Apr, 2 Gladhill 31 Aud, Kingsteps 24 Nov, 2 Nairn 22 Mar and 2 Ordiquish 4
Nov.
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Waxwing Bombycilla g arrulus

Irruptive winter visitor, scarce in most years but occasionally common.

Winter-spring: Following thesmallinflux in late NovembefDecember 201,7small numbers
remained into 2018. Maximum numbers at each site in each time period are given below:

1-10 Jan:
11-20 Jan:
21-31Jan:
1-10 Feb:

11-20 Feb:
21-28 Feb:

1-10 Mar:

11-20 Mar:
21-31 Mar:

7 Elgin 2nd, 1 Forres 4th and 1 Lossiemouth 5th.

5 Elgin 12th, 4 Forres 19th and 3 Burghead 14th.

13 Elgin 21st28th, 5 Rafford 28th, 2 Burghead 23rd and 2 Cloddach 29th.
2 Hopeman 7#10th and 1 Burghead 10th.

7 Rafford 17th and 4 Elgin 18th.

no records received.

17 Elgin 5th and 4 Miltonduff 4th.

1 Lossiemouth 18th.

8 Nairn 26th.

A larger influx took place itate Octobeimid November, but few remained into &snber:

21-31 Oct:
1-10 Nov:

11-20 Nov:
21-31 Nov:

1-10 Dec:

11-20 Dec:
21-30 Dec:

30 Elgin 31st, 15 Hopeman 30th, 12 Dyke 27th and 12 Cullen 31st.

100 Elgin 5th, 80 Cullen 1s25 Forres 5th, 9 Portknockie 1st, 8 Dyke 1st and
3 Lossiemouth 10th.

200+ Elgin 13th16th, 100 Forres 11th and 60 Gudl11th.

280 Fochaber&2nd, 70 Elgin 26th, 30 Cullen 25th, 22 Nairn 30th, 10 Nether
Dallachy 30th.

55 Elgin 5th.

no records received.

15 Forres 27th.

i
)
‘f

Waxwings, Fochabers 30 November 2018 (Nick Mellor)
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Coal Tit Periparus ater

Very common r@dent breeder.

First songBirnie Kirk 17 Feb.

Flock aounts of 10 or more wer20+ Kinloss 19 Jan, 20 Carn Daimh 2 Dec, 17 Lossiemouth

2 Jan (18 there 10 Nov) adé+ Burghead 11 Feb.

Productivity, as assessed by ringingtah e 06 Const ant chESpyhie,was58i t e 6
juveniles per adult (RP).

Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus

Common resident breeder.

Breeding confirmed aCulbin and Lossie Forests, and alsoLath Kirkaldy where two
broods of fledged youngere sea on 10 Jun (MGC).

Away from the coastal forests, reports from other areas ®efgchiestown 16 Dec, 2
Bogeney 29 Decl Loch na Bo 21 Ded, Loch of Blairs 13 Nov, 1 Shaw Hill 23 Oct and 1
Whiteash Hill Wood 24 Feb.

Highest count was 6 Roseisle Foresteb.

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus

Very common resident breeder.

The proportion of juveniles caught per adult for ringing at the Lochi8pynd6 Const ant E|
Si t e 4.61lywnelsup from 1.0:1 in 2017RP).

Counts exceedp tenbirdswere 18 (not in asingle flock) Cragganmore 19 Jan, 15 Forres 1

Aug and 15 Firhall (Nairn) 8 Apr.

Great Tit  Parus major

Very common residebtreeder.

Productivity, as assessed by ringing20at t he
juveniles caught per adultlightly upfrom 1.9 in 20171RP).

The only count exceeding ten birds wa8 Cragganmore 19 Janthough not in a single

flock.

Skylark Alauda arvensis

Very common breeder and migrant.

No reports of singing birds until 2 Mosstowie 17 Feb and 3 Findhorr2Bd&eb.

Breeding season (Aprfiluly): Seen or heard akitnoch, Auchmair, Burghead, Carse of
Delnies, Clarkly Hill, Cummingston, Dava, Duthil, East Grange, Easter Delnies, Findhorn,
Grigor Hill, Kingston, Kinnudie Farm, Lossiemouth airfieMpsstowie Moyness, Myreside,
Nairn Bar,Portknockie, Red Craig, Sui€pdholesandTugnet

Some large flocks congregated in lakebruary/early March during a period of low
temperatures and snowfall. Maximum counts were 325 Portgordon maltings 3 Mar, 140 just
west ofNairn 2 Mar, 56 Core 3 Mar, 50 near Roseisle distillery 1 Mar, 35 Barmuckity 4 Mar
and 30+ Shempston 2 Mar.

Sand Mar tin  Riparia riparia

Summer visitor and very common breeder.

Arrival: A late arrival- unusually, there were no records in March. In eayil, 2 Loch
Flemington 5th (rising to 40+ by 10th), 5 Loch Spynie &tld1 Nairn 8thbut most sites did
not report thier first birds until mid April or later.
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Concentrations of birds early in the seagaway from colonies)ncluded 120+ Findhorn
Bay (& Mosset Burn) 22 May and50 Loch Spynie 3 May.

Colony counts:Colonies werereportedat Aldunie (Cabrach- 10-15 birds on 12 May),
Balnught (upper River Findhorl2 birds on 3 July)Clashindarroch (Knockandor birds at
small colony on Allt Arder)Findhorn beach (@5 birds at colony in a dune face in early
May) and Mosstodloch (dtia huge colony downstream at the Quarry Pool).

In mid-late summer80+ Kinloss airfield 4 Jul was the only count to exceed 50.

Last records of the year were 1 Speyast 15 Sep and 2 Loch Flemington 25 Sep.

Swallow Hirundo rustica

Summevisitor and very common breeder.

Arrival: First, in April, werel Findhorn 8th, 3 Spey Bay 9th, 2 Loch Flemington 10th and 2
Nairn 11th. Seven other observers reported 'firstshdurbth20th.

Late summéearly autumn flocks include80 Lethen 24 Sep, 60Binsness 11 Aug, 50+
Tomnamoon 16 Aug and 40 Clochan 26 Jul.

Departure: Unusually there were no October repadst of the yegrand very lateyere 2
Lossie estuary 10 Nov aridCullen 11 Nov

House Martin  Delichon urbicum

Summer visitor and commaneeder.

Arrival: First reports, in April, were 1 Lossiemouth 18th, 2 Logie Steading 19th, 4 Burghead
20th, 2 Broom of Moy 22nd, 1 Loch Spynie 22nd, 2 Duffus 23rd and 1 Forres 25th
Breeding:13 nests on Bridge of Brown Tea Room 1 Jul and 2 nests Gldassn@ear
Tomintoul) 22 Jul.

Late summer counts includ&®-90 feeding between Conicavel and Darnaway Castle 31 Jul,
40+ Burghead 11 Aug, 30 Tomintoul 22 Jul, 30 Kinloss airfie®ep, 20+ Nairn 27 Jul, 20
Inverchor 22 Jul and 20 Lossestuary 1 Sep.

Last reportsin Octoberwere6 Loch Spynie 1st, 2 Findhorn 1st and 1 Bishopmill (Elgin)
6th.

Long- tailed Tit ~ Aegithalos caudatus

Very common resident breeder.

The proportion ofyveniles caught per adult for ringing at the Loch Spygn€onst ant
Siteé was 3.0:1, down slightly from 3.4:1

Ef
i

Largest flocks were 20 Findhorn dunes 1 Oct, 18 Lossie estuary 24 Sep and 15+ Brodie 1

Feb.

Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus tro chilus

Summer visitor and very common breeder.

Arrival: First were 1 Cloddach quarry 14 Apr and several singing Loch Spynie 15 Apr.
Eleven sites reported first birds during2® Apr and a furtheseven during 225 Apr.
Productivity, as measured by rilggp at t he 6Constant ,Wwak44or t
juvenilesper adulti well up from 1.3 in 2017RP).

Largest count was 23+ in the Rye Hill/Dunearn Burn area of Darnaway Forest.

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita
Summer visitor and fairly commdmeeder. Scarce migrant and rare winter visitor.
Winter: The only record wak Cloddach quarry 23 Feb (MY).
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Arrival: Unusually few records in March, wherrst reports of singing birdsvere 1
Blacksboat28th, 5 along lower River Findhorn near Findhorn B&h and 1 Darnaway
30th.

Subsequently reportad spring and summaeat 48 sites. One as far upcountry as Tomintoul
on 18 Apr was unusual.

In autumn, single birds likely to have been late migrants wees at Hillfolds (Drybridge)
16 Oct and Portknocki29 Oct.

Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix
Summer visitor and rare breeder
One was singing at Ferness on 29 May (MGC).

Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Summer visitor and commamneeder.

Arrival: First, in April, were 1 Loch Flemington 21st Spynie canal 26th and 1 Spey Bay

30th.

Breeding: At t he 6 Const an teastHdnfatoLoch SpRnientgei ng S
number of juveniles caught per adult w&s51, well up on 0.7:1 in 2017 (RP).

Four singing birds were in the small maethTugnet (Spey Bay) in May.

Grasshopper Warbler  Locustella naevia

Summer visitor and scarce breeder.

Recorded at ine sites: 1 BlackhillockDufftown) 29 Apr, 1 Easter Regaule 6 May, 1
Kininvie 29 Apr, 1 Loch Spynie (northast fen) 19 May, 1 Mulben IMay, 1 Ryeriggs 30
May, 1 Spynie canal 5 & 17 May, 1 Tomintoul (near wader hide) 2 May and 1 Upper
Edingight 4 & 7 May (2 there 12 May).

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Summer visitor and common breeder. Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

JanuaryMarch: 1 Bishopmill 9 Jan, 1 male Forres 20 JdamMar (2 [male and female] 21
Mar), 3 (2 male, 1 female) Lhanbryde 10 Jan (and 1 female daily until 1}, Manale
Lossiemouth 20 Mar (joined by 1 female on 13 Mar) and 1 male Tradespark (Nairn) 24 Feb
and 1531 Mar(also 1 female on 20 Mar).

Spring/summerSinging birds reported widely across lowland areas. Notable counts were 11
along the lower River Nan around Firhall on 6 May and 6 along the lower River Findhorn
from Waterford to Findhorn Bay on 1 May.

Productivty, as measured from individuals trapped for ringing at the ‘Constant Effort Site' at
Loch Spynie, wa3.5juveniles per adultywell up on 13 recorded in 2017RP).
NovemberDecember2 (male and female) Cullen 30 Naivymale Forres 4 & 23 Nov aritl
(male and female) Lhanbryde in Novemiigecember.

Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin

Summer visitor and scarce breeder.

Recorded in the breeding seasonly at Inchberry on 29 Apr (AY) and along the River Spey
at Mosstodloch on 5 & 19 May (MJHC).
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Whitethroat ~ Sylvia communis

Summer visitor and very common breeder.

Arrival: In late April, 1 HopemaiBurghead 25th (2 tle 29th) and 3 Clarkly Hill 25th. Six
further sites had the first singing birds during May.

Furthest inland wa$ Blacksboat 24 May.

Goldcrest Regulus regulus

Very common resident breeder and scarce migrant.

The highestcountwas c.30 between Cragganmekaockando on 14 Oct. Possible coastal
migrants were 13 Culbin Bar 14 Oct and 1 in coastal bushes at Station Park, Lossiemouth on
30 Oct. Om visited a fat ball feeder in a Lossiemouth garden on 18 Mar.

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes

Very common resident breeder.

Breeding: At Loch Spynie Constant Effort ringing site, the ratio of juveniles to adults was
2.7:1, up fromfrom 1.6:1 in 2017 (RP).Counts included 1Bwer River Findhorr{Waterford

to Findhorn Bayon 12 Apr and 13 along thewer River Nairn near Firhall on 6 May.

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris

Very common resident breeder.

Reported on peanut feeders in winter at Loch SpynieraadHorres garden. On 11 Aug, one
was watched for several minutes as it sought food on thedheliimney stack of a Clochan
house.

Rose- coloured Starling  Pastor roseus

Rare visitor.

Two records, involving three birde the morning of 7 Jun, two birdew over Tugne&and

west across the Spey estuary (MJHC). In the evening of that day, one (presumably of these
two) was relocated with Starlings on the west side of the Spey estuary (RP). On 8 Jun, one
visited a garden peanut feeder in Forres (G&ST).

Thes are the 11th ahl2th records for Moray & Nairn. All have been in the JAngust

period, except for one in October.

Rosecoloured Starling, Forres 8 June 2018 (Gavin Tsikkouris)
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Starling  Sturnus vulgaris

Very common resident breeder and winter wisit

The only floks of 100 or more were 750+ juveniles Findhorn Bay carse 15 Jun, 400
Hempriggs 14 Feb, 250 Golford 4 Mar, 200 Dyke 27 32200 Kinloss 27 Aug, 150+
Hopeman 4 Feb and 100+ Ferness 11 Mar.

Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus

Summer visitor andcarcebreeder.

Breeding: In theDalestielnchrory area of Glen AvonAt Dalestie, 1 female 16 May, 4
(including 1 singing male) 19 Mayl on 22 Mayand 1 pair with 1 fledged juvenile 16 Jun
(MJHC, JDL, HM). At Foal's Craig, 1 singing male on 16 May andigdlg cn 26 May
(MJHC, BT). At Inchrory, a pair on 16 May (MJHC). Ten birds were along Glen Builg on 16
May; 6 singing males, 3 other males and 1 female (MJHC).

In early autumn, on 7 Sep, four still at Inchrory and one a little further up Glen Avon at
NJ15@ (PM).

Blackbird Turdus merula

Very common resident breeder, winter visitor and migrant.

Highest spring counts were 28 along the River Nairn near Firhall 8 Apr, and 26 there 26 May.
On 12 Oct, 2 flew in off the sea at Lossiemouth.

Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris

Very common migrant and winter visitor.

Winter-spring: 15 reports of flocks of 20 or morépparently most numerous in early March
when 33 Findhorn Bay 5tt200+ West Mains 11tH50 Blacksboat 11tland 120 Woodside
(Darnaway) 16th. Other flocks &0 or more were 100+ Forres Enterprise Park 4 Feb, 50
Clochan 2 Jan and 50 Wester Lawrenceton 30Lkst.in spring wag Urquhart 16 Apr.

Autumn: First was 1 Findhorn Bay 12 Oct. A large scale arrival took place in mid October
when 100+ Cragganmore 16tf72 Drybridge 16th, 25 Preshome 16th, 70+ Refouble 22nd
and40 Tomintoul 23rd

Winter: In NovemberDecember, eight flocks of 20 or more were reported, including 86
Easter Bauds 23 Dec, 50+ Gallowhill 16 Nov, 50+ Wester Greens 17 Nov, 50 Clochan 16
Dec, 50Forres Enterprise Park 2 Dec, 40 Westfield 7 Dec and 35 East Grange 16 Dec.

Redwing Turdus iliacus

Very common migrant and winter visitor.

Winter-spring: Ten reports of flocks of 20 or more. Flocks of 50 or more were 60 Darkland 1
Jan, 50 Elgin cemetery &d and 50+ Firhall (Nairn) 8 Aptast in spring was 1 Glenlivet 11
Apr.

In October, first arrivals were 1 Gallowhill 9th and, on 11th,28siemouth, 9 Hill of
Glaschyle and 8 Findhorn Ba#. large influx took place in mid October when 200 between
CraggamoreBlacksboat on 14th had increased to 1000 by 16th. Also around this time, 40
Half Davoch 13th, 100+ Tomintoul 15th, 200 Delavorah2@i00 Fornighty 21st, 70 Dulsie
Bridge 21st, 50 Dava 21460+ Forres 22nd00 Rafford 26tland 100Keith 27th.

Winter: In NovembeiDecember, 12 flocks of 20 or more were recorded, inclu@dg
Unthank (Duffus) 8 Nov, 60 Westfield 7 Dec, 50 Forres Ergrise Park 41 Nov, 34
Easter Bauds 23 Dec and 33 Netherton 16 Dec.
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Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos

Very common beder and migrant. Scarce in winter.

JanuaryFebruary As usual, ovewintering birds were exclusively found, in very small
numbers, in close proximity to the coast. In January (singles unless sBaed)jckity 20th

(2), Burghead 25th, Carse of Delnie$,7€ragganmore 19th, Cullen 8th (4 along clifftop
pah), Findhorn Bay 11th, Easter Delnies 8th, Kingston 20th, Loch Flemington 26th, Loch
Oire 25th, Miltonduff 6th, Portknockie 5th (2), Scarffbanks 20th and Tugnet 11th. In
February, singing birds were reting as far inland as Tomintoah 19theported fron 21st

(1 at Clochan) but wintering coastal birds still included 12 along the Portknockie coast
between Bow Fiddle Rock and the cemetamy28th.

In March, notable records included 3 on Burghead harballrom 2nd, 5 Spey Bay golf
course 3rd, 11 Findhowillage (mostly along the shoreline) 4th and 6 Kingston (around the
estuary and car park) 19th.

Breeding: Productivity, as measured from individuals trapped for ringing at the 'Constant
Effort Site' at Lah Spynie, was 0.6 juveniles per adult (RP).

Decembe The only record of a presumed overwintering bird was 1 Lossiemouth harbour 25
Dec.

Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus

Very common resident breeder and migrant.

Typical late summer aggregations were 1e& 9 Jul, 30 Carn Daimh 22 J@6 Hill of
Glaschyle 1 Sepl0 Tomintoul (The Old Kennels), 11 Tomnamoon 16 Aug and 10
Glenmullie 19 Aug. Ten or more together at other times included 10 Elgin cemetery 8 Jan
and D in fields near Tomintoul 18 Mar.

Spotte d Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata

Summer visitor and common breeder.

Arrival: First of the year weresingle birds at Blacksboat 10 May and Black Hillock
(Cabrach) 12 May.

Subsequently reported in summer from Aber]JdDawdor, Craigellachie, Dalcharn (fledged
brood on 6 Sep), Fochabers (fledged brood on 12 Aug), Gallowhill, Half Davoch, Kinloss,
Knockando, Loch Kirkaldy, Logie, Pitgaveny, Rothiemay and Thief's Hill (nest in the forest
on 16 Jun).

Last of the year wer2 Gallowhill 13 Sep.

Robin Erithacus rub ecula

Very common resident breeder and migrant.

Productivity at Loch Spynie, as measured by ringing at the Constant Effort Sité§.3vas
juveniles per adukwell up on 1.7 in 2017RP).

On 12 Apr, 11 were counted along the River Findhorn from Waterforithé bay. Other
counts (time/distance unknown) included 15 Firhall (Nairn) 8 Apr, 14 Nairn 17 Nov and 10+
Rafford 7 Jan.

Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros

Rare migrant.

A very unusubrecord of a male in the Marleon Field housing estate in ElgirBaiuR(RP).
This isthe22nd record for Moray & Nairn, but only the second in July.
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The monthly distribution of records is as follows:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Ma Jun Jul AuQ Sep Oct Nov Dec
0 2 4 7 3 0 2 0 0 2 1 1

Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Summer \gitor and scarce breeder. Very scarce migrant.

Very few records received, hopefully a reflection of less activity of birders in appropriate
habitat rather than the status of our (albeit quite small) Redstart population. The only reports
were 1 Croughly 232ul (BT), 1 singing Dulsie 22 Apr (DAG) and figssibly 2) pair Thief's

Hill (Ordiquish) 219 Jun (AY, MJHC).

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra

Summer visitor and scee breeder. Very scarce migrant.

Only two records, but both in breeding habitat; 1 Inverlgfg&nlivet) 28 May (BT) and 1
Knock of Braemoray 29 Jun (PRG).

Stonechat Saxicola rubicola

Scarce resident breeder and migrant.

Breeding season (italics = confirmed breeding): Coastatupied sites were Burghead
Cummingston Clarkly Hill, Clashach Co®, CoveseaCullen-Portknockie Easter Delnies,
Findhornbeach car parkHopemanKingston Kinloss airfield Lossiemoutteirfield, Lossie
estuary Portgordon,Portknockie, SpeyBay golf course andtrathlene Inland: A good
population with 17 occupied site, and no doubt many others undetectBeilandy,
Clashindarroch (Knockandp)Xorrour (Ben Rinnes)Dava Douglasshiel MossElf House
(Glenfiddich) Glack HarnesKnock of BraemorayKnock of BuchromhbLecht mine car park,
Little AitnochRebuble (at leas 3 pairs with young 29 Jun)Loch of the Cowlaft
LynagowanMillstone Hill (Aultmore) Pikey Hill, Suie (Glenlivetand Upper Edingight.

Birds were recorded in additional localities in autumn and winter as follows:
Coastal:Arthur's Point Feb), Carse obDelnies (Jan)Culbin Bar (Jan, Dec), Findhorn Bay
(Netherton area) (Feb, Mar, NowviKinneddar (Jan), Spynie canal (Nov), Lossie Forest (Feb),
Mill of Grange (Feb), Nairn Bar (Octlortgordon (Jan, Feb, Dec) and Tugnet (Jan).

Inland: Birnie Kirk (Feb),Cloddach quarry (Dec), Conrock (Sep), Corsekell Moss (Nov),
Dulsie Bridge (Oct), Easter Bauds (Mar), Inchrory (Sep), Knockandbdlov), Loch
Flemington (Nov) andRedwood(NJ0854) (Jan).

Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe

Summer visitoand fairly common breed@nd migrant.

Arrival: Unusually, no reports in late March. First in early April were 1 Bogmoor 7th, 1
Burghead 7th, 1 Findhorn 8th, 1 Portknockie 8th, 1 Tronach Head 8th, 1 Balgreen 9th and 3
Covesea 9th. Best cownh coasal aeas later in April wer® Balormie 19thand 6 Spey Bay
20th A substantial arrival took place oa/sMay: on %', 11 in a field opposite Drainie House
and 5 Kingston (Lein); on'® 9 Findhorn beach and 5 Lossie estuary; Bn2B opposite
Draine House,12 Lossie airfield, 7 Balonie pig farm and 6 Kinloss airfield.ast spring
sighting at the coast was 2 Lossiemouth airfield 21 May

Breeding:No confirmation of breeding but present in suitable habitat at Aldunie (3 on 12
May, 1 on 21 Jun), Auchmair (4 on 27 Jun, 2 on 29 Jun,¥ahul), Auchness (1 on 5 May),
Ben Rinnes (1 on 6 Jun), Cabrach (2 on 15 Apr), Inchrory (1 on 26 May), Relugasl@l o
May), Tomintoul (3 on 5 May), Tomnamoon (1 on 22 Apr).
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On the Cairngormplateau,7 Ben Macdui 14 May3 Lochan Buidhe area 19 Masinging
birds near Feith Buidhe and Garbh Uisge Beag on &ddtwo broods, each of 2 young, on
6 Jul just south of achan Buidhe and on the north slope of Ben Macdui (RI)

Back at the coast, 1 Lossiemouth airfield 18 Jun, 22 Jun and 2 Jul.

Late summeauumn: A scatter of lowland and coastal records, usually-2firds. Counts
of 3 or more were 4 Kinloss airfield 14ug, 5 Lossiemouth airfield 23 Aug (and 3 there 29
Aug) and 5 PortgordeBtrathlene 14 Oct. Also quite late were 2 Delnies 14 Oct andyflast
the year, 1 Lossiemouth airfield 17 Oct.

Dipper Cinclus cinclus

Common resident breeder.

Breeding:Confirmed at Cothall, Forres (Mosset Burn), Kellas, Sanquhar Loch (Forres) and
Roehillock Pool (River Findhornglsewherebreeding season recordanme from Aberlour,
Blacksboat, Craigellachie, Dalvey, Holme Bridge, Keith, Logie Steading, Muckle Burn near
Moy House, Nairn, Tomintowdnd Tomnavoulin.

At other times of the yeaadditionallocalities holding Dippers werllanreid, Boat o' Brig,
Broom ofMoy, Dalestie (4 on River Avon between here and Tomointoul on 17 Det3je
Bridge, Elgin, Firhall, Kifavock Castleand Tynet Burn mouth.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Very common resident breeder.
Breeding: Ten nestboxes were occupied at Cloch#mtiwe following outcome:

1st brood 2nd brood 3rd brood
Pairs laying 10 10 6
Mean clutch size 4.0 4.5 4.5
Mean brood size at fledging(all 3.0(n=10) 2.7(n=10) 3.3(n=6)
pairs)
Mean brood size at fledging 3.0 (n=10) 3.4 (n=8) 3.3 (n=6)

(successful pairs)

(MJHC)
Highest counts were 100+ Nairn (Maggot area) 6 May (75+ there 11 Mar, 70+ on 27 Jul and
50+ on 12 Oct), 40 Burghead 14 Oct & 28 Dec, 30+ Elgin 4 Mar, 30 Findhorn 18 Apr, 30+
Hopeman 29 Jan & 4 Feb and 30 Tomintoul 22 Oct.

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus
Common resident breeder.
Breeding:Sevemestboxes were occupied at Clochan with the following outcome:

1stbrood | 2nd brood 3rd brood
Pairs laying 7 6 3
Mean clutch size 5.0 5.6 5.3
Mean brood size at fledging (all 3.4 (n=7) 5.2(n=6) 5.3(n=3)
pairs)
Mean brood size at fledging 4.8 (n=5) 5.2(n=6) 5.3 (nR)

(successful pairs)

One clutch of 7 eggs included two House Sparrow eggs. This mixed clutch was deserted prior
to hatching. (MJHC).
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Breeding was also confirrdeat Bishopmill (Elgin) and at Lynn of Shenval (Glenlivet) where

a feldged brood was seen in a garden on 12 Jul.

Flock counts of 10 or more were 40 South Darkland 30 Mar (30 there 6 Jan), 30+ Dyke 29
Od, 25 Barmuckity 6 Jan, 25 West Mains Farm 2 Mar, RO& Forres garden 6 Jan (and 8
Feb, 30 Dec), 17 Clochan 13 Juré Lossiemouth 8 Feb and 14 Netherton 1 Jan (12 there 18
Oct). Four at Cragganmore 21 Oct was an unusual locality.

Dunnock Prunella modularis

Very common resident breeder.

First songheardin Elgin cemetery 4 Jan.

Largest courd were 6 Lossiemouth 2 Jan and 6 Lossiemouth airfield 4 Sep.

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava

Rare migrant.

A Yellow Wagtail seen on the Spey estuary on 13 Mapably belonged to the Continental
raceM. f. flava(Blue-headed Wagtail) but the bird was too distant for this to be established
with certainty (JPo). This the17thoccurrence of Yellow Wagtail in Moray & Nairn.
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Yellow Wagtail, Spey estuary 13 May 2018 (John Poyner) .

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea

Sumner visitor and common breeder. Very scarce in winter.

Winter (JanuaryFebruary and Decembe®ll records were athe coast or lowland plairi:
Buckie harbour 18 Feb and 11 DdcBurnside of Enzie 1 Jan, 1 Clochan 22 & 27 Dec, 2
Elgin 25 Feb (along Riverossie), 1 Elgin cemetery 14 Déand 1 flying over central Elgin
12 Jan) 1 Findhorn Bay (Mosset Burn) 27 Feli-@tres (Mosset Burn) 7 Jan (and 1 orll6
Feb), 1 Kilravock Castle 20 Dec, 1 Kinloss airfield 5 Felbpossiemouth (Coulardbank area)
on seveal dates 27 Nov2 Dec (1 Lossiemouth harbour-28 Nov and 26 Dec was
probably the same bird), 1 Pittendreich9 2Jan and 1 Portgordon 18 Feb.
First back in upcountry breeding sites weleTomnamoon 10 Ma# Blacksboat 22 Mar and
3 Aberlour 25 Mar

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba

Very common breeder and migrant.

Winter: Unusual inland in winter so 1 Aberlour 16 Jan was notable. Highest counts in coastal
areas were 10 Strathlene 18 Feb, 8 Lossiemouth (Silverhills area) 4 Feb and 5 Nairn 12 Jan
First birdsseen back in Tomintoul on 15 Mar.

Highest late summer/autumn counts were 50+ Forres railway station 29 Aug, 20 Nairn 5 Aug,
18 Lossiemouth airfield 30 Jul, 14 Burghead 19 Aug and 14 Cawdor Castle 30 Aug.
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Passage: A good year flosa.abia é bubstantigl snflugdok 6 Wh i t
placeon 19-21 Apr when birds were recorded at Balormie pig farm (4 on 19th, increasing to

12 on 21st but only singles for thestref the month)Burghead (2 on 2@1st), Lossie estuary

(28 on 19th) and Spey estudoyl0 on 21st, 4 on 22nd). A second, smaller, arrival was noted

in early May when 7 Balormie pig farm 7th (down to 3 on 8th) and 3 Spey estua#¢h3rd

(rising to 7 on 7th). Elsewhere, 1 Portgordon 9 Apf,ugnet 11 Apr (and 1 there 12 May).

In late summer/aut umn &6 Whi te Wagtail 6 records were 1
in Station Park on 30 Oct) and 1 Spey estuary 15 Aug, where a larger influx took place in
early September with 14 counted on 3rd.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

Very common breed@nd migrant.

JanuaryFebruary The largest counts during this period w&€elL ossiemouth airfield 17 Jan,
rising steadily to 34 on 20 Feb, and0 in a stubble field at Tradespark (Nairn) 28 Feb.
Otherwise only small numbers (up to 5) were reported,afindere in coastal localities with
the exception of 2 Knock of Braemoray 17 Feb.

March-May: Countsof 10 or morein coastal aremincluded49 Lossie estuary 19 ApB80
Cloddach Quarry 14 Apr27 Nairn 28 Apr, 27 Scarffbanks 27 A@6 Easter Delnieg5
May, 25+ Findhorn Bay 4 Mar and 15 Nairn Bar 27 M&n moorlandsmany singing
Cabrach 7 Apr an80 Black Hill (Aultmore) 8 Apr Four back on the Cairngorms plateau 7
Apr and 16 there (at Lochan Buidhe) 19 May.

Seen o spring passage during seawatcb#d_ossiemouth harbour (all flying westh 24

Mar (8), 25 Mar (9), 1 Apr (1), 7 Apr (22), 8 Apr (4), 21 Apr (4) and 26 Apr (1).

JuneJuly: 30+ Lochan Buidhe (Cairngorms) 24 Jun.

Autumn: In late August30 Auchmair (Cabrach) 80 was the largest courin September
October in coastal area84 Lossie airfield 5 Sep, 20 Loch Flemington 17 Sep, 20 Nairn 24
Sep,40 Balormie pig farm 6 O&nd62 Culbin Bar 14 Oct

NovemberDecember: Highest count near the coast was 16 Culbin Bar 9 Dec. Upcountry, 1
Dulsie Bridge 15 Nov was the only record.

Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis

Summer visitor and common breeder.

Arrival: Firsts reports, in April, wer8 Dulsie Bridge 22nd, 1 Cragganmore 23rd, 2 Burn of

the Cowlatt 25th and 1 Heldon Wood 29th.

Subsequently, -B birds wee found in breeding habitat at Altyre woods, Ben Aigan, Black
Hillock (Cabrach), Bl acksboat , Craigél |l achi
confirmed breeding) and Tomnamoon.

Last of the year waane flying soutkeastover Bishopmill(Elgin) on 15 Oct.

Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus

Scarce breeder, fairly common in winter.

Breeding season: Reported during Apdune at Burghead, Clashach cove, Cullen,
Cummingston, Lossiemouth, Nairn, Portgordon and Portknadclkiet no confirmation of

breeding.

Numerous in winter along the PortgordStrathlene rocky shore where 38 on 18 Feb, 38

(again) on 14 Oct and 29 on 9 Ddather autumn/winter counts of five or more were 7
Covesea 8 Mar, 6 Findhorn Bay 23 Nov and 13 alounJ enny 6 s Wel | (bet we
ard Cullen) 25 Nov.
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Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs

Very common resident breeder, migrant and winter visitor

First song noted on 16 Feb, at Dallachy and Burnside of Enzie.

Flocks of 100 or more were 300+ Kronyhillock 24 Mar (200+ therel9 August), 400+ in a
weedy field at Rosebank, near Hill of Maud 17 Dec, 150 Refouble 22 Nov and 135+ Easter
Bauds 23 Dec.

Other sizeable flocks of 30 or more included 80 at Easter Bauds 278arAchneim,
Cawdor 27 Dec, 55+ on feeders at Moor of Tore 28 Feb, 50 West Mains 20/&omintoul

19 Aug (50 there 29 Nov), 30+ Rafford 7 Jan, 30+ in a garden in Forres 31 Jan (40+ there 28
Feb), 30 Burnside of Enzie 2 Mar and 30 Glenmullie Forestepr S

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla

Fairly common winter visitor and migrant

Jaruary-April: More reports, and of larger numbers than usual, especially during very cold
and snowy weather in late Februagrly March. Early March reports were 70+ Burnside of
Enzie 1st (rising to 105 on 4th ) (MJHC), 40+ Maggieknockater 5th (RI),atengkity 4th

(RP), 16 Inchberry 3rd (AY), 10 Auchnarrow 2nd (CB), 7 Myreside 4th (RP), 5 Cragganmore
5th, 4 Easter Bauds 2nd, 2 Auchbreck 2nd, 2 Golford 4th, 2 Longmorn 2nd, 2 Portgordon
2nd, 2 Spynie Palace 4th, 1 Darkland 9th, 1 Forres gardeitl3rd Moor of Tore 1st and 1
Wellheads 1st. Other early winter reports were 62+ in a Beech wood at Kilravock Castle 17
Jan (anct.50 there 31 Mar) (JACY.40 Keith 17 Jan (WMM), 12 Woodside (Darnaway) 16
Mar, 5 BerryleysA Feb, 5 Burnside of Enzie 1 Jan, 4+ HolRase 20 Jan, 4 Orton 8 Jan, 4

Hill of Ardrone 20 Jan, 2 Dallas Dhu 26 Feb, 2 North Crannoch 10 Jan, 2 Portknockie 11 Jan,
1 Clochan 13 Jan, 1 Darkland 30 Mar, 1 Dyke 21 Jan, 1 Gallowhill 11 Jan (2 on 19 Mar) and
1 Glenlivet distillery 28 Feb.

Last springrecords, in April, were 1 Clochan 3rd, 2 Kilravock 12th and 1 Auchindoun 16th.
OctoberDecember: First of autumn were 2 Loch Spynie 11 Oct, 1 Tugnet 12 Oct and 11
flying in off the sea from the northast at Lodgemouth on 12 Oct (RP). Subsequently, 50+
feeding below the Beech trees near Elgin Leisure Centre 29 Nov (DM), 50+ in a weedy neep
field at Rosebank (near Hill of Maud) (MJHC), 50+ Achneim (Cawdor) 27 Dec (JAC), 10
Refouble 22 Nov (PRG), up to 3 Forres Dec, 2 Kronyhillock 9 Dec, 1 Cragganmor@ 2

Oct, 1 Craigroy 1 Nov, 1 Easter Bauds 23 Dec, 1 Gallowhill 16 Nov, 1 Mulben 25 Dec and 1
Netherton 23 Nov.

Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes

Rare visitor

Exceptionally, there were three records in 204l8,n gardens: 1 Knockaneorn 8 Apr (at
feeder)(DC), 1 Longmorn 19 Apr (at sunflower feeder) (J&HM) and 1 Tomintoul 23 Apr
(MR et al).

These ar¢he 11th13threcords for Moray & Nairn. Nine have been in April, one in July, two
in October and one in December.
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Hawfinch, Knockaneorn 8 April@L.8 (David Clem)

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula

Very common resident breeder

Counts of 10 or more included 11 Craigroy 1 Nov, 20 Glen Mullie (near Tomintoul) 3 Dec,
10 Old Military Road (Tomintoul) 3 Dec and 12 feeding on birch seed Califer Hill 23 Dec.
The Constant Effort ringing site at Loch Spynie showed a decrease in pragumtier 2017,

with an index of breeding success at 0.2 juveniles per adult, compared with 0.5 in 2017 (RP).

Greenfinch Chloris chloris

Very common resident breeder

Only 13 recods received.

First song on 16 Feb at Dallachy pool and 20 Feb at Elgmetery.

In 2017, no flock of 10 or more was reported. There appears to be a slight improvement in
2018, which saw 3 flocks of 10+ Elgin 3 Mar, 21 Clarkly Hill 12 Jun and 30 Lossitmo
harbour 9 Oct.

Twite Linaria flavirostris

Scarce resident breeder and wintesitor.

Sightings of Twite again came predominantly from the favoured areas of saltmarsh around
the southern end Findhorn Bay and behind the Nairn & Culbin Bars.

The flockaround Netherton (south Findhorn Bay) remained throughout January, with 23 on 1
Jan, increasing to 38 on 11 Jan and a peak of 46 on 15 Jan (GMeR&(. Fewer in
February, with 7 on 9th and only 1 on 14th (MGC, PRG). Towards the end of the year, 6
were here on 15 Nov (GM) and 30 on 23 Nov (RHD).

Around the Nairn and Culbin Bars, 21 on 21 Jan (AY), 2 on 29 Mar (PRG) and 27 on 14 Oct
(AY, GP).

Elsewhere, 80 Carse of Delnies 7 Jan (AMc), 15+ Easter Bauds 2 Mar (AY) and 2
Clephanton 20 Jan (JDG).

Linnet Linaria cannabina

Very common resident bresd

Breeding: Nest material being gathered at Cummingston 29 Apr.

Flocks of 100 or more were 1000+ Chapelford 26 Aug, 550 Easter Bauds 2 Mar, 500
Burnside of Enzie 18 Jan, 500 Forres 3 Mar, 450 Portgordonr34d@ Balormie pig farm 2
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Mar (250 there 20 daand 150 on 6 Oct), 400 Tugnet 15 Aug (150 there 10 Jul), 300
Linkwood Distillery (Elgin) 17 Jan, 300 North Kildrummie 9 Feb, 300 Drainie 1 Oct, 300
Covesea beach 13 Oct and 140+ Millburn 6 Apr.

Common (Mealy) Redpoll Acanthis flammea

Rare wintervisitor and migrant

Three records of single birds, at Burnside of Enzie 1 Jan (MJHC), Barmuckity 20 Jan (RP)
and Clochan & Apr (MJHC).

Lesser Redpol | Acanthis cabaret

Commorresident breeder and migrant

Breeding season (Apfiduly) records came from Clochan, Grigorhill, Kingsteps, Knockando,
Moor of Tore, Nairn, Newlands of Fleenas, Spey Bay and Tomintoul.

Flocks of 20 or more included 80 Cloddacha@y 22 Dec, 62 ClochanJan, 60 Ordiequish
25 Mar, 60 near Dulsie Bridge 15 Nov, 36 Kingsteps 29 Dec and 20 Califer Hill (25 Dec).

Arctic Redpoll Acanthis hornemanni

Rare visitor.

One(of raceA. h. exilipesCoues6s Arctic Redpadl(flofnamergss tr ap
flock of Lesser Redpolls) at Ordiquish on 25 Mar (AY).

This is the third record in Moray & Nairn, following-6 at Loch Spynie December 1995

January 1996, and 1 there 18 February 1996.
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Couesbdbs Arctic Redpol | astaiOMouhg)qui sh 25

Scottish Crossbill Loxia scotica

Probable common resident breeder

Crossbill Loxia curvirostra

Common resident and irruptive migrant breeder

In view of the virtuaimpossibility of separating these species in the field withoutrdeg

the calls, all crossbill records are combined.

Flocks of 10 or morec.40 Ordiequish 19 Jur;.35 (in 3 flocks) Hill of Glaschyl€é11l Oct,

¢.30 Ordiequisi2 Apr, 29 Newtyle Forest (in larch) 30 Dec, 26 Phorp Wood (feeding on
birch seed) 17 Dec,25Loch Spynie 25 Dec, 22 Romach Hill 30 Jun, 20 Ben Aigan 25 Feb,
20 Little Conval (in spruce) 25 Nov, 19 Clashach 16 Oct, 15 Loch Spynie(27 Dec, 17
Dallachy 14 @t, 16 Darkland (flew over) 6 Jun, 16 Tomnamoon 23 Nov, 14 Loch Spynie 27
Dec, 13 Dallachy 24 dlv, 12+ Newtyle 13 Sep, 11 Loch Spynie (in total, in 3 groups) 7 Jul,
c.10 Findhorn Foundation (in pines) 15 Juand 610 Sluie area 2 Aug
Elsewhere, smallerumbers were seen at Dava, Bogeney, Lossie Forest, Clashindarroch,
Culbin Forest, Knockando, GieLossie, Ben Rinnes, Loch Kirkaldy, Rumachroy, Altyre
Woods, Quarrelwood (Elgin), Glenmullie Forest, Heldon Wood west and Cragganmore.

Goldfinch Carduelis cardu elis

Very common resident breeder

Flocks of 10 or more were 200 Lossiemouth airfield 17 S@p,.ossiemouth garden 5 Jan,
50+ Rosebank 17 Dec, 45 Easter Bauds 23 Dec, 34 Tomnamoon 16.3u§gindhorn Bay
11 Feb (27 on 2 Jan, 25 on 21 Jan), 24 Clarkly 28llJun (12 on 9 Feb & 18 Mard0+
Nairn (The Maggot) 12 Oct (and 11 there 27 Jul), 28 Reaig 23 Feb, 12+ Loch Spynie 14
Oct, 10 Findhorn 4 Feb, 10 Bogeney 17 Feb and 10 Dykev.
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Siskin Spinus spinus

Very common resident breeder and migrant

Flocks of 20 or more were325 Ordiequish 25 Mar, 100 Bogeney 17 Feb, 60 near Nairn 14
Jan,50+ Glen Avon/Tomintoul 17 Dec, 33+ Tomnamoon 9 Sep, 31 Half Davoch 23 Nov,
20+ Loch Spynie 14 Oct, 20 New Elgin 28 Feb and 20 Ben Rinnes 27 May.

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra

Scarce resident breeder

JanuaryMarch: Several goodized flocks included 3 Corbiewell 4 Feb, 29 Auchintae 12
Jan, 17 Muirton 21 Jan, 15 Spey Bay 25 Jan and 12 Easter Bauds 2 Mar.

Breeding season: Seen and/or heard atrBaéo(1 singing 1 Apr, 2 singing 19 & 21 Apr, 1
singing 30 Apr, 1 on 4 Aug), Buckie (3 on 3 June), Coltfi@ldn 8 May), Easter Bauds farm
(9 singing males in June), Foresterseat (1 on 12 May), Garmouth (1 on 15 Jul), Hempriggs (2
on 29 May), LinksfieldFarm (12 on 16 Apr, 1 singing 6 Jun), Longmorn (1 singing 24 Apr),
Portgordon (1 on 27 Apr), Portknockie ¢h 15 Apr), Roseisle (1 singing 1 & 6 May) and
Spey Bay (1 on 6 & 12 May, 4 on 10 Jun).

In autumn, 4 Muirton 28 Oct, 2 Scarffbanks 9 & 23 Dec an&dster Bauds farm 23 Dec.

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella

Very common resident breeder

First song Balanie 3 Feb and Dallachy pool 16 Feb.

Flocks of 20 or more were 120 West Mains 2 Mar, 100+ Moss of Barmuckity 21 Jan, 100+
Achneim 27 Dec, 70+ Findhorn Bay 5 & 6 Dec, 60 Forres 19 Dec, 60 Burghead 1 Mar, 40+
Burghead maltings 22 Jan, 36 Easter Bauds 2 Makjtgaveny 14 Oct, 20+ Delnies Wo8d

Mar and 20+ Meikle Kildrummie 8 Mar.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus

Very common resident breeder

JanuaryMarch: Largest groups were 30+ Dyke 21 Jan, 10 West Mains 2 Mar and 10 Meikle
Kildrummie 8 Mar.

Breeding sason: reported from Dallas Dhu, Easter Delnies, Findhorn, Findhorn Bay,
Findhorn bridge, Gallowhill, Hilton, Kinloss airfield, Loch Flemington, Loch Kirkaltloch

Loy, Loch Spynie, Lossiemouth airfield, Lower Muckle Burn, Mill of Grange, Ministers Pool
(Kingsteps), Moyness, Myreside, River Lossie (E of Elgin), Spey Bay, Tomintoul and Upper
Edingight.

The proportion of juveniles/adults trapped at the Lochn&pyonstant Effort ringing site
was 1.3, up from the 2017 figure of 0.1 (RP).

OctoberDecember: th only count to exceed 10 was 14 Culbin Bar 9 Dec.

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis

Common winter visitor and rare breeder

Inland records:

Prior to thebreeding season, 3 Ben Rinnes 14 Jan, 17 Ben Aigan 20 Jan (and 1 on 25 Feb), 1
Lossiemouth airfiel®4 Jan, 15 Dava 28 Feb, 7 Easter Bauds 2 Mar and 1 Barmuckity 4 Mar.
Breeding season: Seervarioussites on the Cairngorms plateabere5 on 14 May 2 on 18

May, 11 on 19 May2 on 24 May,10 on 26 May, 2 on 27 May, 6 on 8 J@non 17 Jun, 4

on 24 din, 2 on 27 Jur on 28 Jun, 19 on 6 Jul (including 10 juvenil@)n 7 Juland 11 on

25 Jul (Rletal.). Elsewhere, 1 Ben Avon 1 JUF).
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Post breeding season, 2 Little Conval 25 Nov.

Coastal records:

Last in spring were 2 Lossiemouth 24 Mar andy\ate, 1 Spey estuary 7 May (MJHC).
First back in autumn was 1 Findhorn 25 Sep.

At three coastal sites, monthly maximum counts were:

Jan Feb | Mar Oct Nov Dec

Nairn/Culbin Bars (and east Nairn) 59 32 3 0 4 30
(21st) (9th) (10th) (8th)  (9th)
FindhornBay area 0 0 0 0 3 0
(8th)
Lossie estuary & east beach 0 1 8 0 0 1
(4th) (17th) (9th)

Elsewhere at the coast, 15 Burghead 10 Dec (1 on 15 Nov), 35 Carse of Delnies 13 Jan, 1
Covesea 13 Oct, 3 Hopeman 27 Oct, 1 Portknockie 28 Feb and 3 Spey Bay 2 Nov.

Snow Bunting, Spey estuary 7 May 2018 (Martin Cook)

PACIFIC GOLDEN PLOVER IN FINDHORN BAY i
NEW TO MORAY & NAIRN

GORDON McMULLINS

| am a recreational birdwatcher and occasional taker of photographs who has the good fortune
to live in the coastal townf Findhorn,Moray & Nairn. | usually go out each day into or
around Findhorn Bay to observe the beautiful scenery and wildlife whickeludes bird
counts. Thebay and its surroundings cover a huyea,so this makes birdwatching a real
challenge and lucklays a large parh any sightings.

Previous tamy first sighting lhad beertontacted by Martin Cook (our local recordabout
whatappear ed t o pldverdatsSpey Bay bwg hisaviews dverdrief, and the bird

had disappeared®nly having preious knowledge of Golden and Grey Plovers | thought a
look at my Collins Guide would be useful in case it passed my way. The guidedsiioat

the Pacific and American Golden Plovers were very different in structure and markings and
thought no more abaoit.
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The morning of31July wasreasonable, not too windy or rainirtg,which | am very used

went to thebird hide off the B9011l got my wellies and coats on and armed with binoculars

and telescope wandered off onto the flats as normal. Why | ¢bagetoward Minton Point

(NJO463) | have no idelaut dter about 400m | came across some Ol itt
Ringed Ploves, scuttling about sd stopped to investigate. On closer vjestandingvery still

amongst themwas aplover with black breast andunderparts andvhite shawl. However,

what was most noticeable was the coarsely markddaak andwhite, rump and tertials.

My thoughts went back to Martinds bird and
looking for! It was then that | remdmared my camera was back in the é#aving colleced

my camerd returned to find the bird missing; so QKhought to myselfthat was one that

got away. AbouR0 minutes later | rdocated the Ringed Ploveand as luck would have it
theinteresting pverwas still with them.

My limited experience of vagrants has shown that these are much more tolerant of people and
therefore | was able to get withifd m to take some pictures. So tolerant was this bird that |

had to walk around to get a rear viewrad photograph.

| e-mailed Martina pfo t o g r a p hs thés yydui birdyandiit wassoonconfirmed by an

excited phone call. Then came much debate amongst the birding fraternity over which bird

we had, even a suggestion that it was an oddly marked Goldenwe r . Thud gleac k no f
the shavl and long tertials with quite short primary projection told us we had a Pacific
Golden Plover. This is the first recorded sighting in Magaljairn.

My last sighting was on the 2Z2ugustwhen by good fortune | was lkimg for the cause of

the commotion Wen a PeregrinBew past and corralled all the Oystercatdtegether with

the exception of one bird that just o6éducked
was able to get photographs albeit a little naistantbut showing the bird nearly thugh its

moult.

;./' '.‘ : ) “': A v ' “ ; 'h';..‘ "V'w.v"‘f : o~ ...‘ ‘ ' '
Pacific Golden Plover at roost in Findhorn dunes, 14 August 2018 (Richard Somers Cocks)
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SEABIRD MOVEMENTS OFF LOSSIEMOUTH 2018 & A 5 -YEAR SUMMARY
20142018

BOB PROCTOR
Introduction
This year saw theompletion of five seasons of regular seawatching throughout a year off
Lossiemouth harbour. A total of 641 hours have been spent seawatching over-gfeafive
period; 150 in 2014, 77 in 2015, 136 in 2016, 118 in 2017 and 160 in 204&nA total of
90 species have been seen during these seawatches, resulting in a minimum of 317,598
individuals of 37 seabird species. In 2018, a total of 72 species were seen with a total of 29
seabirds and a minimum of 89,772 individuals.

After five yeas of seawatchingseveral species are now showing annual trends. These are
summarized in the graphs within the species accounts. For less common species a summary
table is given and for unusual species encountered during seawatches full details are
provided.

Location

Location of Lossiemouth nationally and on coastal Moray.

Methods

The methodology adopted in 2014 was repeated for the five years. Seawatiees
completed at various times throughout the day and in different weather conditions. In
previous years sonseawatches were only able to be of 30 minutes duration. All seawatches
were therefore split into 3Minute periods. Seawatches were undertakem fa car as this
offered protection during inclement weather and strong winds. The car was parked at the
westen end of Lossiemouth harbour. The sea off the harbour area was scanned, alternating
between a pair of binoculars and a telescope. The sameal@gidpment was used in all five
years.

Counts <concentrated on ier sadocksd iveryy sheasvater) i r d 6
Fulmar, Gannet, grebes, skuas, terns, Kittiwake, some gulls and auks). Species not counted
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included Blackheaded, Common, Hamg, Lesser Blaclbacked and Great Bladkacked

Gulls as on the majority of counts, when present, individuesrwe n o't consi deil
passaged but appeared t o b-drom Lossientoutretd offi n | o c
shore feeding areas, or moving @ads-shore between Lossiemouth and otheshiore areas.

Similarly, species frequently seen flying close-shoe such as Eider, Reuateasted
Merganser, Cormorant and Shag were not included in the regular passage counts as these
were also deemed to be mogito or from roost sites or feeding areas.

Seawatch results 2018

A total of 160 hours were spent seawatching2D18. During the year, 72 species were
recorded on seawatches, of which 29 were fr:«
of seabird species in 2018 involved a minimum of 89,772 individuals.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
No. 30 min. counts 8 12 24 48 32 4 42 40 52 33 8 16
Number of birds 187 1106 4740 6870 5383 248 6598 16440 29947 16463 1097 694
Mean per 30 mins. 23 92 198 143 168 62 157 411 576 484 137 43
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Seawatch summary 20142018
The wind during the five years was predominantly from a westerly direction. In 2018, the

wind direction orthe vast majority of seawatches was from the sawght (Fig. 1).

—2014 -——2015 -——2016 2017 ——2018
N
140

120
NW 100 NE

S
Figure 1: Wind direction during seawatches at Lossiath 20142018.

In all five years the maximum wind force only exceeded force 8 on the Beaufort scale on four
occasions (Fig. 2).
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Figure 2: Wind strength during seawatches at Lossiemouth-2018.
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During the five years, 641 hours were spent seawajcfitig. 3). A total of 90 species were
recorded during seawatches, of which 37 were
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Figure 3: Number of 30 minute seawatches per month at Lossiemout22Q84

The total number of individuals recorded and staretioh seawatches (Fig. 4) indicate that

the largest movements usually occur in the early morning, however, large movements also
occured during midafternoon seawatches, though these were less frequent. The vast
majority of 3@minute counts were of fewerah 500 individuals.
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Figure 4: Total number of individuals and start time in eactn8fute period for seawatches 202@18.
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Mean counts of individuals for each quarter in different wind directiormvsbome
interesting results, for example, that good counts of seabirds can occur during offshore winds
rather than theexpected onshore winds. Unsurprisingly, larger numbers of individuals are

seen in the periods covering spring and autumn migration.
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lean number of individuals

The mean monthly counts (Fig. 5) illustrates the expected peaks in Seadsagje off
Lossiemouth occurring in spring during Mas&pril and in the autumn during September
October. A second p& occurred in May 2018 and November 2015 after the main passage
periods.
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Figure 5: Mean monthly counts at Lossiemouth 20048.
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In 2014, an arbitrary total of ten species or more, or a count of over 500 individuals, in 30
minutes was considered aryegood passage. The frequency of counts with ten or more
species show no real pattern of occurrence (Fig. 6), however, counts of f@@eocdo show
increasing frequency of larger counts around the expected migration periods and no counts
over 500 in thenid-winter periods (Fig. 7).
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Figure 6: Frequency of counts with 10 or more species at Lossiemouti2PQ84
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Figure 7: Frequency focounts with 500 or more individuals at Lossiemouth 20048.
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Generally, 67 species of seabird can be expected during ani80te seawatch off
Lossiemouth (Fig. 8), though this will be dependent on wind conditions and time of year.
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Figure 8: Frequency of seabird species during seawatches off Lossiemouti2RQ84

Species summaries

As an indication of a species status within Moray & Nairn as a whole, the status information
relating to norbreeding data from the Species Accountdirmain sectioof the bird report

are given in italics.

A grand total of 37 O6seabirdd species were
other species.

Summary of annual totals 20:P018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Seabird species 28 24 26 29 29
Other species 39 34 42 35 43
Total 67 58 68 64 72

Scaup Aythya marila

Scarce winter visitor.

A group of seven males west on 25 Sep, three males west on 12 Oct, b8 W8<Dct and a
single west on 27 Oct 2018. In previous years, seen in September & October 2014 and

January 2017.

Summary of annual totals 20:P018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 60 0 0 2 24
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 04 00 00 <0.1 0.2
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Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca

Fairly common winter visiir.
A total of 39 were recorded in 2018; Feb (2), Mar (6), Apr (6), Jul (2), Sep (2), Oct (6) and

Dec (15).

Summary of annual totals 20:P018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 54 16 23 21 39
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 04 02 02 0.2 0.2

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra
Common winter visitor, small numbers in summer.
A total of 2111 individuals were seen in 2018.

2018 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Mean count/30 mins 16 37 79 64 39 00 65 06 7.4 5.3 7.8 5.4

Monthly total 13 44 189 306 126 0 693 24 386 181 62 87
Highest 30 min. count 7 9 37 36 23 0 133 8 42 20 27 18

30 Can be seen passing Lossiemouth in
all months. Summering groups can

‘ make assessment of any passage
=1 periods difficult. Spring peaks
recorded in March or April, but
another peak observed in June 2014 &
2017. Smaller peaks during passage in
Septembectober. Largest
—=s movements were 142 in 30 minu@s

~ > 28 Jun 2014 and 133 in 30 minutes on
—ao 14 Jul 2018.

10 4

Summary of annual totals 20:2018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 850 453 1344 1156 2111
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 5.7 59 99 9.8 13.2
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Long- tailed Duck  Clangula hyemalis
Common winter visitor offshore.

A total of 4579 individuals were seen in 2018.

| Jan Feb Mar May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Mean count/30 mins 13.0 31.1 988 158 105 00 0.0 0.0 0.2 6.2 13.0 194
Monthly total 104 373 2370 759 336 O 0 0 12 211 104 310
Highest 30 min. count 34 98 828 126 280 O 0 0 12 51 21 72
1 Absent from md  May-early
September. Small numbers recorded in
180 early May €.g 10 in 2015, 9 in 2016
& 1 in 2017), though a later passage
120 occurred in May2018 when much

larger numbers were still being
recorded (336 seen). A large
—=u Movement occurred on 25 Mar 2018
—» when 184 passed in 2 hours (only 2
»v flew east); 3@minute counts were
—2s 828, 604, 256 & 116. Small numbers
(<10) of returning birds have been
recordel in early September, with the
main arrival occurring from October

~ = onwards.
’/

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Month

20

Summary of annual totals 20-P018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 1300 1574 3205 4575 4579
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 8.7 204 23.6 38.8 28.6

Red- throated Diver  Gavia stellata
Fairly common autumn and winter visitor offshore.
Recorded throughout the year agairtofal of 329 individuals were seen in 2018.

2018 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Mean count/30 mins 31 19 23 11 06 15 04 0.1 0.5 0.9 3.3 2.6

Monthly total 25 23 56 55 18 6 17 2 28 32 26 41
_Highest 30 min. count 10 4 11 4 3 5 3 1 8 5 8 6

101}



Birds in Moray &Nairn | 2018

18

16

14

12

10

Mean

Two large movements in February
2016 involved 53 in one hour on 17th
(30-minute counts of 37 & 16) and 59
in one hour on 25th (3Minute courd
of 56 & 3).

——2014
—2015
2016
2017
—2018

Summary of annual totals 20:P018:

Black- throated Diver

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 353 190 855 418 329
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 2.4 2.5 6.3 3.5 2.1

Gavia arctica

Scarce autumn and winter visitor offshore.
Singles seen i@018 on 7 Jan, 2 May, 20 & 22 Sep, 14 Oct, 18 Oct and 1 & 2 Nov.

Summary of annual tota20142018:

Great Northern Diver
Scarce visitor offshore.

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 16 13 6 11 8
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 0.1 0.2 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1

Gavia immer

A total of 112 individuals were seen in 2018. First of the autumn was two on 14 Sep.

7

Absent from Jun&eptember, except in
2018 when three were recorded in Jul. A
two-hour count on 9 Jan 2016 produced a
total of 110 individuals (3@ninute totals
were: 28 27, 39 & 16).

——2014
—2015
2016
2017
—2018
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Summary of annual totals 20:2018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 134 47 266 113 112
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 09 06 20 1.0 0.7

White - billed Diver  Gavia adamsii

Rare visitor.

Presumably the same adult was recorded on 21(#st) and 6 May (east) 2018. Another
record of an adult flying west on May 2017 is also likely to relate to the same individual
which was regularly seen on the sea in both years off Lossiemouth harbour.

Storm Petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus
Summer and autumn visitor offshppeobably very common at night.
Oneseen flying west on 8 Aug 2016.

Leachos eanhodrenha leucorhoa
Rare visitor.
One was seen flying west on 29 Oct 2017.

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis

Very common offshore.

A total of 1020 imlividuals were seen in 2018. Less frequent offshore from 8 Sep and last
seen on 17 Sep, before two were seen on 8 Dec. More individuals than usual seen in late Dec;
9th, 15th (2), 16th (7), 25th and 26th.

2018 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Mean count/30 mins 00 14 21 30 32 13 34 100 28 0.0 0.0 0.9
Monthly total 0 17 51 145 101 5 144 398 145 0 0 14
Highest 30 min. count 0 8 10 8 10 3 13 43 26 0 0 6
120 Small numbers present from January

March, increasing from April. No
major pasage noted except September
2015 when 2202 passed in thieeurs
[\ (30-minute totals were: 601, 703, 334,
80 [\ 293, 133 & 138), though only 32 in one
it 4l hour the following day. Usually absent
“ —=u  from late September, exceptions being

£ [ —® 1 0n5 Oct 2016, 2 on 26 Dec 201dda
/ \ = more frequent in late 2018 when 14
0 [ \ ™ were recoredbedFulAnadBlwas

recorded on 7 Sep 2014.
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Summary of annual totals 20:P018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 2444 4551 1285 1795 1020
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 16.3 59.1 95 152 64

Cor yds Sh e @aloveetrts borealis

Rare visitor.

Singles wereseen flying west on 29 Jul & 14 Aug 2014 and possibly related to the same
individual given the fairly short period of time between sightings. This is the second record
for Moray & Nairn following a singleff Lossiemouth on 9 Jul 2000.

Sooty Shearwater  Ardenna grisea

Very scarce migrant in late summer and autumn.

A total of 16 individuals were recorded in 2018. A group of four was seen in July, otherwise
only singles or twob6s recorded in September

Summary of annual totals 20:2018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 23 4 4 39 16
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 0.2 <0.1 <0.1 03 0.1

Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus
Fairly common offshore in summer and autumn.
A total of 477 individuals were seen 2018.

2018 Jn Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Mean count/30 mins 00 00 00 01 03 00 65 138 2.2 0.1 0.0 0.0
Monthly total 0 0 0 6 8 0 272 73 115 3 0 0
Highest 30 min. count 0 0 0 4 5 0 48 14 16 1 0 0

7 Peaks in Jun&eptember. The largest
30-minute movements were recorded
in 2014; 59 on 1Aug and 60 on 21
Aug. An unprecedented midinter
record of a single flying west on 9 Jan
2016.

—2014
~—2015
2016
2017
—2018

Mean

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Month
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Summary of annual totals 20:2018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 719 119 288 258 477
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 48 16 21 22 3.0

Balearic Shearwater  Puffinus mauretanicus

Rare visitor.

One was seen flying west on 21 Oct 2017. This is the fifth record for Moray & Nairn
following individuals in 2000 (3) and 2005.

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus

Scarce offshore in winter.

In 2018, a single was recorded on 17 Mar flying west and probably related to an individual
seen on the sea off the harbour earlier in the month, and another west on 22 Sep. Single
records on 22 & 20Oct 2014 and another on 28 Oct 2017.

Gannet Morus bassanus
Very common offshore in summer and autumn, fewer in winter.
A total of 22,426 individuals were seen in 2018.

2018 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Mean count/30 mins 16 13 153 215 490 43 635 538 942 273.3 428 3.9
Monthly total 13 15 368 1031 1569 17 2667 2150 4898 9293 342 63

Highest 30 min. count 8 7 40 101 198 7 151 157 280 1583 174 15

00,5 Usually reduced numbers in January
March before spring passagélain
spring passage generally in Apkilay.
Autumn passage in OctobBiovember
with an obvious drop in numbers in
December. Largest 3@inute count was
719 on 22 Oct 2016, until largeimbers

—su  gccurred in Oct 2018: 3Minute counts

~ww Of 1319 & 1224 on 12th and 1583 on

2016

v 14th,

2018

250

200 A

50 -

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Month

Summary of annual totals 20-2018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Total 18102 12128 18732 19441 22426
Hours 150 77 136 118 160

Mean 120.7 157.5 112.8 1647 140.2
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Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla

Very common migrant.

A total of 45,659 individuals were seen in 2018. This was the aomesi species recorded. A
threehour seawatch on 25 Aug produced a total of 8332; more than all the previous counts in
2018 combined. Numbers increased rapidly in September.

2018 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun| Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Mean count/30 mins 04 32 147 468 518 6.8 32.8 303.0 4327 153.7 25 6.0
Monthly total 3 38 352 2245 1657 27 1376 12118 22500 5227 20 96

Highest 30 min. count 2 18 71 320 158 12 89 3418 2366 746 11 50

500 Spring peaks in April or May and
then autumn peaks in August,
September 10 October. Exceptional
numbers were regular off
Lossiemouth in autumn 2018, with an
unprecedented 3418 recorded in 30
minutes on 25 Aug.

450

350 4

—2014
—2015
2016
2017
—2018

Summary of annual tota20142018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Total 29031 13601 13440 20435 45659
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 1935 176.6 98.8 173.2 285.4

Sabined s GXema sabini

Rare migrant.

A juvenile was seen on 2 Oct 2014. This probably relates to an individual seen at the Spey
estuary 2122 Sep and Lossie estuary 28 Sep.

Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus minutus

Very scarce visitor.

Seventeen records, though only five before 2018. In 2014, singles were s&énJam
(adult), 14 Jul (2CY) and on 13 & 15 Oct (1CY) and in 2016 an adult flest are25 Apr. In

2018, an adult flew west on 24 & 25 Mar, a 1CY flew east on 25 Aug and another west 12
Sep and then five (2 adults, 3 1CY) west on 22 Sep and four (2 a2ldlSY) west the
following day.
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Mediterranean Gull  Ichthyaetus melanocephalus
Very scarce visitor.
One recad. An adult flew east on 7 Aug 2018.

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus

Very scarce winter visitor.

Three records. One 2CY flew west on 10 Jan 2015. A 2CY flew east on 11 Apr and another
flew west on 5 May 2018.

Iceland Gull  Larus glau coides

Very scarce winter visitor.

Five records. In 2015, a single 3CY flew east on 11 Apr and a 1CY west on 19 Nov, while in
2016, a 3CY west on 25 Feb and 12 Mar. Two flew west on 8 Apr 2018 (2CY & 3CY).

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis

Very common summer visitor.

A total of 2798 individuals were seen in 2018; more than the previous years combined. Last
seen on 2 Oct; in previous years, last records were on 1 Oct 2017, 17 Oct 2016, 26 Sep 2015
and 8 Oct 2014.

2018 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Mean count/30 mins 00 00 <01 29 60 00 19 342 196 <01 0.0 0.0
Monthly total 0 0 1 149 191 0 78 1368 1018 1 0 0
Highest 30 min. count 0 0 1 21 36 0 7 185 115 1 0 0
40 Spring passage peaks occur in April or
May with the main autumn passage
% usually occurring in August. In 2018,
a 30minute total of 185 was recorded
30 on 11 Aug.

25

—2014

eal
~N
=3

— 2015
2016
2017

—2018

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Month

Summary of annual totals 20:P018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 512 188 703 580 2798
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 43 2.4 5.2 49 175
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Little Tern Sternula albifrons

Very scarce summer visitor.
Two adultsflew west on 3 Jul 2016. In 2018, adults were seen on 15 Jul (east), 21 Jul (two
west), 28 Jul (east) and 18 Aug (west).

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Summer visitor.

A total of 713 individuals were seen in 2018. The last was ardteidual on 14 Oct and
was the latest in this study.

2018 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Mean count/30 mins 00 00 00 05 21 13 113 3.0 04 <01 0.0 0.0
Monthly total 0 0 0 25 68 5 476 119 19 1 0 0
Highest 30 min. count 0 0 0 12 12 2 38 65 8 1 0 0

Summary of annual totals 20:2018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 3002 110 263 134 713
Hour 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 250 14 19 11 45

Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea
Summer visitor.
A total of 85 individuals were recorded in 2018.

Summary of annual totals 20:P018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 27 39 91 12 85
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.1 0.5

Black Tern  Chlidonias niger
Very scarce witor in summer and autumn
An adult was seen flying east on 18 Sep 2017.

Great Skua Stercorarius skua
Fairly commormigrant in summer and autumn.
A total of 77 individuals were seen in 2018.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
Mean count/30 mins 00 00 00 <01 04 00 02 05 0.6 0.1 0.0 0.0
Monthly total 0 0 0 2 13 0 9 19 32 2 0 0
_Highest 30min. count 0 0 0 1 2 0 2 2 4 1 0 0
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Summary of annual totals 2012D18:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 86 30 22 60 77
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.5 0.5

Pomarine Skua Stercorariu s pomarinus
Very scarce migrant offshore in summer and autumn, rare in winter.
Singles were seen in 2018 on 20 Apr, 1 May, 25 Aug (3) and 27 Oct (4).

Summary of annual totals 20:P018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Total 61 5 7 4 9
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 04 0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1

Arctic Skua  Stercorarius parasiticus
Fairly common migrant in summer and autumn.
A total of 86 individuals were seen in 2018.

2018 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Mean count/30 mins 00 00 00 <01 03 03 01 05 0.8 0.2 0.0 0.0
Monthly total 0 0 0 2 10 1 5 18 43 7 0 0
Highest 30 min. count 0 0 0 1 3 1 2 5 8 2 0 0

Summary of annual totals 20:2018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Total 180 48 52 41 86
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 12 06 04 04 05

Long- tailed Skua  Stercorarius longicaudus
Rare visitor.

Summary of annual totals 20:2018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Total 3 0 0 2 0
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean <0.1 00 00 <01 0.0

Little Auk  Alle alle
Very scarce visitor in autumn and winter. Occasionally more numerous.
Singles or small groups seen2@18; February (3) and March (1).
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Summary of annual totals 20:P018:

Total 21 18 40 54 4
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.5 <0.1

Guillemot Uria aalge
Very common offshore.

A total of 2592 individuals were seen2018.

Feb Mar
Mean count/30 mins 01 78 56 21 352 393 34 04 1.6 16.5 19.9 1.0
Monthly total 1 94 134 102 1126 157 144 15 84 560 159 16

Highest 30 min. count 1 26 50 16 223 131 14 6 13 71 71 3

103 Peak passage in spring occurs in May
(@ month later than peaks for
120 Razorbill), with autumn peaks in
‘ | October or NovemberThe smaller

peaks in February are presumably

\ birds returning to breeding colonies
elsewhere around the Moray Firth.

100 [ /
il ‘ — e The JulyAugust dipwould be during
— the flightless moult period or when
Sep Oct No

2016

\\ »» Males are attending chicks at sea.
\
v Dec

Mean

—21s | grge movements occurred in 21
(2265 in one hour on 8 Nov) and
2016 (1350 in one hour on 21 May).

/N

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug

Summary of annual totals 20:2018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 348 3912 4375 2494 2592
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 2.3 508 32.2 21.1 16.2

Razorbill Alca torda
Very common offshore.
A total of 5975 individuals wergseen in 2018.

2018 Jan Feb Mar Apr Ma Jun  Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Mean count/30 mins 23 388 480 412 36 75 136 0.3 106 224 374 18
Monthly count 18 465 1151 1978 114 30 570 11 549 761 299 29

Highest 30 min. count 7 146 207 482 39 29 50 3 89 214 181 8
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Spring passage peaks in Mawkhril
and a smaller autumn passage in
SeptembeOctober. The largest
movement occurred in 2016 when
4125 passed in one hour on 27 Mar
(1963 & 2162 in each 3finute
count).

350

300
—2014

£ |
o 200 | ~—-2015
=
2016
2017
150 | \ ——2018

100

50

Summary of annudbtals 20142018:

Total 8098 6920 13001 7501 5979
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 540 89.9 956 63.6 37.3

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle
Scarce offshore.
A total of 511 individuals were seen in 2018. The largest montrdywats 133 in October.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Mean count/30 mins 06 23 20 11 01 00 01 26 1.4 3.9 6.4 0.3
Monthly total 5 28 49 53 3 0 5 104 75 133 51 5
_Highest 30 min. count 2 8 11 6 2 0 2 10 21 31 21 2

7 The August peaks all involved adults
in breeding plumage. The dip in
numbers in September coincides with
the adult flightless moult period. The
largest count was 40 on Nov 2015

in 30 minutes.

——2014
2015
——2016

2017
~——2018
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Summary of annual totals 20:P018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Total 394 218 278 313 511
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 26 28 20 27 3.2

Puffin  Frat ercula arctica

Very scarce offshore.
A four-hour seawatclon 15 Jul 2018 produced an unprecedented total of 58; one naore th

all the previous years seawatching totals combined.

2018 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Mean count/30 mins 00 02 00 <01 00 00 20 01 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0
Monthly total 0 2 0 2 0 0 85 2 4 0 1 0
Highest 30 min. count 0 2 0 2 0 0 21 1 1 0 1 0

Summary of annual totals 20:P018:

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 9 4 36 8 96
Hours 150 77 136 118 160
Mean 0.1 <0.1 0.3 0.1 0.6
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RINGING REPORT 2018

BOB PROCTOR

Numbers of birds ringed in Moray & Na during 2018:

FG* | Pullus| Total FG* | Pullus| Total
Storm Petrel 61 61 Fieldfare 3 3
Golden Eagle 5 5 Redwing 119 119
Sparrowhawk 1 1 Song Thrush 18 18
Goshawk 5 5 Spotted Flycatcher, 6 6
Hen Harrier 25 25 Robin 111 111
Water Rail 1 1 Dipper 9 9
Oystercatcher 2 2 House Sparrow 265 71 336
Lapwing 20 20 Tree Sparrow 7 77 84
Turnstone 6 6 Dunnock 76 76
Common Sandpiper, 1 1 PiedWagtail 113 3 116
Herring Gull 2 2 Meadow Pipit 15 15
Little Tern 1 1 Tree Pipit 12 12
Common Tern 3 3 Chaffinch 209 209
Arctic Tern 7 7 Brambling 43 43
Woodpigeon 4 4 Bullfinch 23 23
Collared Dove 7 7 Greenfinch 39 39
GreatSp. Woodpecker 21 21 Linnet 10 10
Merlin 9 9 Redpoll sp. 2 2
Jay 2 2 Common Redpoll 1 1
Magpie 1 1 Lesser Redpoll 156 156
Jackdaw 1 1 Arctic Redpoll 1 1
Coal Tit 457 144 | 601 Goldfinch 122 122
Crested Tit 30 6 36 Siskin 522 522
Blue Tit 388 261 | 649 Yellowhammer 2 2
Great Tit 211 282 | 493 Reed Bunting 92 2 91
Sand Martin 198 198
Swallow 92 69 161
House Martin 1 1
Long-tailed Tit 105 105
Willow Warbler 91 91
Chiffchaff 29 29
SedgéNarbler 112 2 114
Blackcap 32 32
Whitethroat 7 7
Goldcrest 235 235
Wren 53 53
Treecreeper 36 36
Starling 37 37
Blackbird 109 3 112 TOTALS 4308| 999 | 5307

*EG=full grown
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From: Robinson, R.A., Leech, D.l. &€lark, J.A. (2019) The Online Demography Report:
Bird ringing and nest recording in Britain & Ireland in 2018TO, Thetford
(http://www.bto.org/ringingreport, created on 26 Jul 2019).

Recoveries in 2018:

All ringing recoveries reported for 2018 aneluded in this section with the more interesting
ones given in full. Anyone finding a ringed bird in Moray aiiv is asked to pass the details
to Martin Cook.

Ringing details are given on the first line and recovery data on the second line. Theeage wh
ringed is given according to the EURING code, note however, that these numbers do not
represent age in years:

Nestling or chick

Fully grown, year of hatching unknown

Hatched during year of ringing

Hatched before year of ringing, exact yaaknown
Hatched in the previous year

Hatched before the previous year, exact year unknown

OOk WNPE

m = Malef = Female J = Juvenile CES = Constant Effort Site

Recovery symbols: V Caught and released with ring

VV  Ring number read in field, or sighgcord of a colouringed
bird
Breeding when trapped
Shot or killed by man
Found dead or dying (F = Fled. = Long dead)
Unknown circumstances

NX <
(o8]

CAPERCAILLIE
5263680 6m 100217 Elchies Forest
XF 100418 near Aberlour 7 km

STORM PETREL

2687196 4 210718 Portknockie

\Y 270818 Fair Isle 216 km
2731351 4 250717 Fair Isle

V 210718 Portknocke 216 km
2736527 4 100718 Fair Isle

\Y 210718 Portknockie 216 km

\% 190818 Isle of May 377 km
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2732832 4 310718 Fair Isle

Vv 250718 Portknockie 216 km
SHAG
Other than the expected Isle of May movements, two others reported:
1490156 1 080616 Fidra, East Lothian

XF 110318 Clashach Cove, near Hopeman 186 km
Blue JHE 1 060718 Fidra, East Lothian

VV 06108 Peterhead

VV 041118 Burghead
VvV 211118 Findhorn

And an older individual from the Isle of May (though the UK longevégord is nedy 30

years):
1388740 1 150702 Isle of May

VV 130606 Isle of May

XF 050418 Lossiemouth 176 km
CORMORANT
5185576 1 030610 North Sutor

X 010618 Buckie 60 km
SPARROWHAWK
DE00545 5m 160417 Inchberry

X 070518 Mosstodloch 5 km
BUZZARD
GV29751 1 120617 Culbin Forest

XL 040418 Cothill, Nairn 5km
OYSTERCATCHER
FH75122 ? 291116 Bull Island, Dublin, EIRE
(yellow 7D) VvV 210318 Kinloss barracks
FJ11450 8 301216 Alness

XL 100418 Waterford Farm, Forres 41 km
BAR- TAILED GODWIT
K04703 3 110916 Klepp, Rogaland, NORWAY
(Yellow NAA) VvV 011016 Burghead

VV 061016 Hopeman 534 km

VV 180218 Burghead

VV 210818 Balcomie Bay, Fife

VvV 031018 Burghead

VvV 211218 Burghead 538 km
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K05510 080916 Kragero, Té&mark, NORWAY
(Yellow NNA) VV 270916 Lossie estuary 762 km
VvV 140217 Findhorn Bay 783 km

VV 220417 Burghead

VV 100517 Findhorn Bay

VV 090318 Findhorn Bay

\YAY 270518 Porsanger, Finnmark, NORWAY
VV  01-020918 Cata Sand, Sanday, Orkney

K04703 reorientated back to Burgheauautumn 2018 after initially being seen in Fife.

KNOT
A series of leggedlagged individuals were seen at Findhorn Bay:
YCP ? 240511 Neslon, Nordur Pingeyjarsysla, ICELAND
VV 290117 Findhorn Bay
VvV 230517 Gegnisvik, ICELAND
VV 180118 Findhon Bay
YHX ? 240511 Neslon, Nordur Pingeyjarsysla, ICELAND
VV 18190118 Findhorn Bay
UNM ? 240514 Reykjafjordur, ICELAND
Vv 070118 Findhorn Bay
15K ? 220517 Straumfjordur, ICELAND
VV 260617 Formby Poim, Merseyside
vV 180717 Formby Poim, Merseyside
VV 08 & 180118 Findhorn Bay
99K ? 220517 Straumfjordur, ICELAND
VvV 080118 Findhorn Bay
VV 190118 Findhorn Bay
86N ? 240517 Skogarnes, ICELAND
Vv 070118 Findhorn Bay
PLU ? 260517 Brenra, Porsanger, NORWAY
VV 180118 Findhorn Bay
1M ? 220917 Altcar, Merseyside
VV 18190118 Findhorn Bay
VV 220218 Findhorn Bay
8X ? 220917 Altcar, Merseyside

VvV 221217 Thurstaton, Wirral
VV 220218 Findhorn Bay
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JX

N6RRYY

SR77068

SANDERLING
NBO00725

BLACK- HEADED GULL

K00091
(J2CR)

EZ05659
(yellow 2AC1)

EY94500
(yellow 2CN5)

ER11194
(yellow 2EY1)

vV
VvV

vV
VvV

VvV
VvV
VvV
VvV
VvV
\AY%
VvV

3

\AY%
VvV
vV
vV

?

vV
VvV
vV
VvV
vV
VvV
vV
VvV
VvV
VvV

1

vV
\AY%
vV

3
vV
vV

6
vV

220917
180518
210518

071013
230516
230218

220917
300917
011217
220218
010518
040918
210918
301118

2105B

Altcar, Merseyside
Findhan Bay

Cuinabunag, Benbecula, Outer Hebrides

Griend, THE NETHERLANDS
Lebesby, Finnmark, NORWAY
Findhorn Bay

Altcar, Merseyside

Crosby Beachierseyside
Caldy, Merseyside
Findhorn Bay
Bridebs Ness,
Crosby Beach, Merseyside
Caldy, Merseyside

Caldy, Merseyside

Ebb of the Riv, Gktney

261016200317 West beach, Lossiemouth

280118
200318
111018

150712
23012
100413
070513
110613
150613
210814
091114
090115
290817
180818

080615
070817
210218
040318

260816
290618
201018

120817
170218

West beach, Lossiemouth
West beach, Lossiemouth
West beach, Lossiemouth

459 km
Nort h

182 km

Mosvangen Camping, Stavanger, RWAY

Cullen

Mosvangen Camping, Stavanger, NORWAY
Mosvatnet gstsiden, Stavanger, NORWAY
Mosvatnet gstsiden, Stavanger, NORWAY

Mosvangen, Stavanger, NORWAY

Cullen
Lancaser Canal, Lancaster
Lancaster Canal, Lancaster
Cullen
Cullen

Ythan estuary
Seton Burn, Lothian
Seton Burn, Lothian
Loch Spyne

Ythan estuary
Ythan estuary mouth
Lossie estuary

Ythan estuary
Lossie estuary

518 km

193 km

90 km

90 km

Ronal
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EX51439 4 251013 Coope Park pondElgin
VvV 161114 Cooper Park pond, Elgin
VV 010115 Cooper Park pond, Elgin
VvV 011115 Cooper Park pond, Elgin
VvV 270216 Cooper Park pond, Elgin
Vv 210117 Cooper Park pond, Elgin
Vv 070118 Cooper Park pond, Elgin Local

GREAT BLACK- BACKED GULL
Only movements over 100 km are given in full below:

HT97803 1 170606 Rothiesholm Head, Stronsay, Orkney
XF 021018 Dipple, Fochabers 165 km
MA30205 10 170118 Pitsea landfill site, Essex

(orange L5ST) VV 150918 Lossie estuary
VV 08091218 Lossie estuary
VvV 251218 Lossie estuary 728 km

MA39248 1 080715 Garbh Eilean, Western Isles
(yellow OW6B) VV 050915 Lossie estuary
VvV 110617 Fraserburgh Harbour

VV 230418 Lossie estuary 184 km
Yellow 3K5B Ad. 090718 Sule Skerry, Orkney

VvV 031018 Lossie estuary

VV 141018 Lossie estuary
MA32976 1 130617 Isle of May
(yellow X:107) VvV 121017 Lossie estuary

VvV 121117 Peterhead harbour

VV 090318 Lossie estuary 176 km

A total of 12 colowringedindividuals from various Caithness colonies were reported, mainly
from the Lossie estuary.

HERRING GULL
Only movements over 100 km are given in full below:

GVv31815 5 260216 Harwood Whin landfill site, York
(yellow Y:144) VV 150716 Lossie estuary

VV  03&10016 Lossie estuary

VV 271116 Lossie estuary

VvV 120617 Lossie estuary

VV  09&110717 Lossie estuary

VV  26&300717 Lossie estuary

vV 111017 Lossie estuary
VvV 010118 Lossie estuary
VV 290418 Lossie estuary
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VvV 070918 Lossieestuary

VV 061018 Lossie estuary

VvV 091218 Lossie estuary

VvV 251218 Lossie estuary 437 km
GV54724 7 170217 Harwood Whin landfill site, York
(yellow Y:B56) VvV 110218 Lossie estuary 437 km

ICELAND GULL

A 1CY individual (T:001) was seen d&he Lossie estug on 28 Apr, however, despite
requests no information was forthcoming. It is assumed that this individual originated from
one of the east coast harbours.

ARCTIC TERN
XR25315 1 160787 RAF Kinloss

X 260618 North Ronaldsay, Orkney 204km
SX91568 1 130799 RAF Kinloss

X 080618 Invergordon 36 km

At 30 years, 11 months old XR25315 was just short of the longevity record of 31 years and
18 days.

GUILLEMOT
R86996 1 140615 North Sutor

X 260618 Portknockie 67 km
R99004 1 14065 North Sutor

X 250618 off Culbin Forest 18 km
WOODPIGEON
FP40880 6 110614 Bishopmill, Elgin

VV 050318 Bishopmill, Elgin Local
BARN OWL
GC86106 1 160617 Hillock, Brechin

XF 220918 Berryley, Forres 95 km
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER
RP64784 5m 070515 Inchberry, near Fochabers

Vv 020918 Inchberry, near Fochabers Local
JACKDAW
EL39251 1 090617 Boat 00 Brig

XF 060418 Gordon Castle 7 km
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COAL TIT
Z495503
Vv

030115
160318

An unprecedented movement.

BLUE TIT

Y875669 3
\Y,

AJD7294 1
Vv

GREAT TIT

Y795023 6m
\Y,

2220581 6f
Vv

SAND MARTIN

AFB3583 3
Vv

SWALLOW

ABA1191 3
Vv
Vv

LONG- TAILED TIT

BCA985 2
Vv

WILLOW WARBLER

HCV651 af
Y
HCV678 4f
Y
CHIFFCHAFF
HCV692 3
Y

190712
100418

300518
190818

190512
170618

090515
170618

290718
040918

230817
240618
040718

291213
060118

020815
070818

080815
070818

080815
240318

Ordiequish Forest

Lacock, Wiltshire 687 km
Keith

Keith Local
Caysbriggs

Loch Spynie CES 4 km

Invererne, Forre
Invererne, Forres Local

Invererne, Forres
Invererne, Forres Local

Loch Spynie CES
Chenal, Chena&aintSeurinD 6 u,zFRANCE

1352 km
Kingston
Isle of May
Isle of May 169 km
Inchberry, near Fochabers
Inchberry, near Fochabers Local
Loch Spynie CES
Loch Spynie CES Local
Loch Spynie CES
Loch Spynie CES Locd

Loch Spynie CES
South Landing, Flamborough, Yorkshire
441 km
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SEDGE WARBLER
AFB3402 3 210718 Kingston
Vv 140918 Hondarribia, Guipuzcoa, SPAIN
1595 km
AFB3920 3 290818 Kingston
\% 030818 Mars-Ouest, LoireAtlantique, FRANCE
1177 km
AFB3802 3 080818 Kingston
Vv 090918 Ria de Villaviciosa, Villaviciosa, Ovied, SPAIN
1581 km
BLACKBIRD
LJ51724 3f 031015 Clochan, Buckie
VV 010618 Southill, Bedfordshire 640 km
CwW21785 Af 291017 Teindland Forest
VV 290318 Gjesdal, Rogaland, NORWAY 544 km
DIPPER
RL18812 5f 020513 Cellar Gallery, Walterstone, Herefordshire

V 151118 Forres 634 km

An unprecedented movement for a largely sedentary species.

HOUSE SPA RROW

TV66666 3f 140814 Keith

Vv 150718 Keith Local
DUNNOCK
D659703 3 081113 Buckie

Vv 170518 Buckie Local
D659775 3 061213 Buckie

Vv 200318 Buckie 1 km
TV79014 4m 090515 Invererne

Vv 170618 Invererne Local
CHAFFINCH
X877950 6m 090412 Inchberry, near Fochabers

Vv 010118 Inchberry, near Fochabers Local
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LESSER REDPOLL

D611398 3 301114 Teindland Forest, Carraburn, near Rothes

Vv 221017 Queenamidda, Rendall, Orkney

\% 080418 Quina, Orkney

Vv 240518 Queenamidda, &dall, Orkney 165 km
D611488 4 031214 Teindland Forest, Carraburn, near Rothes

\Y 250118 Hollow Farm, Worplesdon, Surrey722 km
Z495563 6m 030115 Thi ef 0 siquishHolest Or d

\% 120118 Alnwick, Northumberland 255 km
2903548 3f 131215 near Holesley Heath, Suffolk

XF 260118 Rothiemay Crossroads 665 km
S463367 Af 261016 Whi xal | & Fennds Mosses,

\% 061018 Teindland Forrest, Carraburn, neaothes

518 km

SISKIN
AFA4241 5m 130318 Clochan, Buckie

Vv 150518 Strathtongue, Sutherland 127 km
AFA4297 4m 130418 Clochan, Buckie

Vv 100618 Wardend, Durris, Aberdeen 75 km
D224859 3m 100416 Thetford Lodge Farm, Suffolk

XF 090718 Cothill, Nairn 639 km
S325560 3J 270716 Benrinres Distillery, Moray

\% 210/18 Deer Park Croft, Avoch 54 km
S526749 5m 240217 Clochan, Buckie

Vv 100418 Strathtongue, Sutherland 127 km
S551666 6m 310117 Inchberry, near Fochabers

\% 110318 Hazeley,Hamshire 713 km
S886972 3J 250717 Inchberry, near Fochabers

Vv 300318 West Tofts, Norfolk 616 km
S80302 3m 130417 Inchberry, near Fochabers

\% 220418 Inchberry, near Fochabers

Vv 300318 West Tofts, Norfolk 616 km
Y993842 5m 260414 Inchberry, 6chabers

VV 100318 Corpusty, Norfolk 595 km
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S526882 3J 220517 Clochan, Buckie

Vv 080418 Fort Augusus, Highland 116 km
S526980 3J 140717 Clochan, Buckie

Vv 140418 Lake Vyrnwy, Powys 542 km

REED BUNTING

Y978793 3f 250813 Loch Spynie CES

Vv 080516 Loch Spynie CES

\% 140618 Loch Spynie CES Local
D634290 4m 100515 Loch Spynie CES

Vv 05618 Loch Spynie CES

\% 310718 Loch Spynie CES Local
D634292 4m 100515 Loch Spynie CES

Vv 050518 Loch Spynie CES

\% 310718 Loch SpynieCES Local
D634295 100515 Loch Spynie CES

200517 Loch Spynie CES

4f

Vv 050915 Loch Spynie CES

\%

Vv 030618 Loch Spynie CES Local
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GRID REFERENCES OF LOCALITIES MENTIONED IN THE SPECIES

ACCOUNTS

Aberlour
Achagour
Achareidh
Achavelgin
Achavraat
Achdregnie
Achnatone
Achmore
Ailnack
Aitnoch
Allaburn
Aldivalloch
Aldroughty
Aldunie
Alltachbeg
Altnaglander
Altyre Woods
Alves
Archiestown
Ardclach
Ardgye
Ardivot
Arndilly
Arthur's Bridge
Auchbreck
Auchenhalrig
Auchindoun Castle
Auchinhandoch
Auchlochan
Auchmair
Auchnarrow
Auchroisk
Auchtertyre
Auldearn

Backlands
Badchear
Badentinan
Badnafrave
Bailliesland
Balblair
Ballcorach
Ballindalloch Castle
Ballnellan Burn
Ballochford
Balnacoul

NJ2642
NH9346
NH8656
NH9150
NH9148
NJ2424
NH9149
NJ2631
NJ1414
NH9839
NJ1961
NJ3626
NJ1862
NJ3626
NJ3626
NJ1628
NJ0253
NJ1362
NJ2344
NH9545
NJ1563
NJ2267
NJ2848
NJ2567
NJ2028
NJ3761
NJ3437
NJ3338
NJ0241
NJ3828
NJ2123
NJ3351
NJ1858
NH9155

NJ1469

NJ3532
NJ2957
NJ2015
NJ2565
NH8051
NJ1526
NJ1736
NJ1326
NJ3633
NJ3146

Balnaspirach (Nairn) NH8654

Balnught NH8840
Balormie NJ2167
Balvalley Moss NJ3725
Balvenie NJ3242
Banchor NH9140
Bank Farm NJ3929
Bankhead NH9658
Bardonside NJ2154
Barmuckity NJ2461

Barns of Bynack NJO405
Bauds of Cullen NJ4766
Beatshach NJ2737
Beinn a' Chaorainn NJ0401
Burnside of Geddes NH8851
Beinn a' Chruinnich NJ2313
Beinn Mheadhoin NJ0201

Bellandy NJ2832
Bellie cemetery NJ3561
Ben Aigan NJ3048
Ben Avon NJ1302
Ben Macdui NN9999
Ben Main NJ3535
Ben Rinnes NJ2435
Berryburn NJ0545
Bin of Cullen NJ4764
Binn Hill NJ3065
Binns NJ3164
Binsress NJ0362
Birchfield NJ1614
Birkenhill NJ2260
Bishopmill NJ2163
Black Loch NJ2163
Blackhillock NJ2044
Blacksboat NJ1838
Blackwater Lodge  NJ3328
Blairnafade NH8451
Blinkbonnie NJ3365
Boar's Head Rock  NJ2867
Boat o' Brig NJ3251
Boath NH8845
Bogeney NJO248

Bogheads NH9155
Boghole NJ9655
Bogmoor NJ3562
Bognafuaran NBEYEY
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Boldow NJ1740 Carse of Delnies NH8356
Bow Fiddle Rock NJ4968 Catherinebraes NJ2544
Braes of Enzie NJ3959 Cawdor NH8449
Braidbog NJ4963 Caysbriggs NJ2466
Brandston NJ2865 Charlestown of Aberlour NJ2642
Bridge of Avon NJ1835 Clackmarras NJ2458
Bridge of Brown NJ1220 Clarkly Hill NJ1368
Bridgend NJ3731 Clashach NJ1570
Broadley NJ3961 Clochan NJ4060
Brodie Castle NHO757 Clockeasy NJ2962
Brodieshill NJ1059 Cloddach NJ1958
Brokentore NJ1854 Cloddymoss NH9860
Broom Knowe NJ1059 Clovenside NJO0459
Broom of Moy NJO0159 Clunas Reservoir NH8646
Broombank NH9255 Cluny Hill NJ0458
Broomton NH9654 Cnoc Lochy NJ1621
Brown Muir NJ2555 Coire Raibeirt NJO003
Bruntland NJ1264 Coldburn NJ1449
Buckie NJ4165 Coldhome NJ3639
Buckpool NJ4165 Coleburn NJ2455
Budgate NH8349 College of Roseisle NJ1366
Burghead NJ1169 Coltfield NJ1163
Burghead Bay NJO867 Conglass Water NJ1916
Burgie Wood NJ0958 Conicavel NH9953
Burnside NH9440 Cook's Cairn NJ3027
Burnside of Birnie  NJ2259 Corbiewell NJ3165
Burnside of Dipple NJ3256 Corryhabbie Hill NJ2829
Burnside of Enzie  NJ3960 Cotts of Innes NJ2766
Burnside of Geddes NH8851 Coulmony NH9747
Byres NJ3562 Covesea NJ1870
Covesea Skerries  NJ1971
Cabrach NJ3827 Coxton NJ2660
Cairn Ballantruan NJ1524 Coxtontower NJ2660
Cairn Gorm NJO003 Cradies NH9453
Cairn Lochan NH9802 Craigellachie NJ2844
Cairn Uish NJ1750 Craigmill Lodge NJ1052
Cairneyhillock NJ2658 Craigroy NJ1250
Cairnfield NJ4162 Cragganmore NJ1636
Calcots NJ2563 Cran Loch NH9459
Cantsford NJO754 Croftglass NJ2530
Cardhu NJ1843 Crofts of Buinach NJ1855
Cardnach Farm NJ1942 Crofts of Dipple NJ3259
Carn a' Chrasgie NJ1942 Cromdale Hills NJ1226
Carn a' Gharbighlaic NH8935 Crook NH8854
Carn Allt a' ChlaiginnNJ3230 Crooked Wood NJ2762
Carn Daimh NJ1824 Croy NJ1657
Carn Liath NJ2515 Cruats Farm NJ4968
Carn Mor NJ2618 Culbin Bar NH9662
Carn na Sguabaich NH8736 Culbin Forest NH9862
Carron NJ2241 Cullen NJ5167
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Cummingston NJ1368 Easterton NJ2156
Cunninghaugh NJ3564 Edinkillie NJ0246
Elchies NJ2245
Dallas NJ1252 Elgin NJ2162
Dallas Dhu NJO0356 Elginshill NJ2663
Dallas Lodge NJ1052
Dallasbraughty NJO0346 Feakirk NJO0344
Darkland NJ2662 Feith Buidhe NJ0909
Darnaway Castle NH9955 Ferness NH9644
Daugh of Kinermony NJ2441 Ferniefield NJ3064
Dava NJOO038 Findhorn Bay NJ0462
Delmore NJ2442 Findochty NJ4668
Delnabo NJ1617 Findrassie NJ1965
Delnapot NJ1737 Fochabers NJ3458
Delnashaugh NJ1835 Fodderletter NJ3458
Delnies NH8356 Fogwatt NJ2357
Deskford NJ5061 Fords of Avon NJ0403
Dounduff NH9949 Foresterseat NJ2562
Drainie NJ2168 Fornighty NH9350
Drumdivan NH8454 Forres NJO358
Drumduan Mill NH9156 Foynesfield NJO0358
Drumfurrich NJ2944
Drumin NJ1830 Garbh Uisge Beag NH9900
Drummuir NJ3B44 Garbh Uisge Mor NH9900
Drybridge NJ4362 Garlinebeg NJ1741
Drynachan NH8639 Galcantray NH8148
Dufftown NJ3239 Garmouth NJ3364
Duffus NJ1668 Garmouth viaduct  NJ3464
Duffus Castle NJ1867 Gateside NJ3647
Dulsie NH9341 Geddes NH8852
Dulsie Bridge NH9341 Gervally NH9948
Dunearn NH9341 Gilston NJ2066
Dundurcas NJ2950 Glack Harnes NJ2836
Dunnyduff Wood NJ4449 Glacks of Béoch NJ3534
Dunphail NJ0047 Glass NJ4239
Dyke NH9858 Glen Avon NJ1006
Dykeside NJ1159 Glen Gheallaidh NJ1338
Glen Latterach NJ1951
Earnhill NJO160 Glen Lossie NJ1347
Earnside NJ1062 Glen Rinnes NJ2834
East Mains NJ2066 Glenallachie NJ2741
East Meur Gorm CraityJ1504 Glenfarclas Distillery NJ2138
Easte Allanaha NJ1062 Glenferness NH9443
Easter Calcots NJ2563 Glenlatterach Reservoir NJ1952
Easter Cloves NJ1461 Glenmarkie NJ3837
Easter Galcantray = NH8148 Glenmullie NJ1916
Easter Gaulrig NJ1514 Gollachy Burn NJ4064
Easter Greens NJ0449 Gordonstoun NJ1869
Easter Lawrenceton NJ0O858 Gordonsward NJ2564
Easter Newforres  NJ0658 Gow Moss NJ3853
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Gownie NJ2842 Kintessack NJ2269
Greenside NJ2656 Kirdellbeg NJ1741
Kirkhill NJ2462
Half Davoch NJ0451 Kirkmichael Church NJ1423
Hardmuir NH9556 Kirkton NJ2462
Heathfield NH8050 Knauchland NJ5651
Heldon Wood NJ1257 Knock of Braemoray NJ0141
Hempriggs NJ1063 Knock of Gownie NJ2942
Herricks NJ4549 Knockanbeg NJ2632
Highland Boath NH8844 Kronyhillock Wood NH8349
Hill of Glenroads NJ3031 Kylnadrochit Lodge NJ1419
Hill of Mackalea NJ3638
Hill of Maud NJ4662 Ladder Hills NJ2719
Hillhead NJ2058 Ladycroft NJ2444
Hill of Mulundy NJ1053 Laggan NJ3436
Hillpark NJ4360 Lagganauld NJ2026
Hills of Cromdale NJ1226 Lagganvoulin NJ1817
Hilton of Delnies NH8456 Laikenbuie NH9052
Holme Rose NH8048 Lecht NJ2413
Hopeman NJ1469 Leids Hill NJ4126
Househill NH8855 Lein NJ3365
Howford NH8753 Lethen Bar NH9351
Humbrack NJ2556 Lethenhill NJ1058
Hunt Hill NJ2346 Lhanbryde NJ2761
Lintmill NJ5165
Inchberry NJ3155 Little Aitnoch NH9640
Inchbroom NJ2566 Little Pitlurg NJ4245
Inchnacape NJ2020 Little Urchany NH8748
Inchrory NJ1708 Loch Allan NH9939
Innes House NJ2764 Loch Belivat NH9547
Innesmill NJ2863 Loch Dallas NJ0947
Inshoch Wood NH9558 Loch Flemington NH8152
Inveravon NJ1837 Loch Kirkaldy NH9641
Invererne NJO0360 Loch Loy NH9358
Inverharroch Farm  NJ3831 Loch Noir NJ0945
Inverlochy NJ1324 Loch of Blairs NJ0255
Loch of Boath NJ0255
Johrstripe NJO0447 Loch of the Clans  NH8353
Loch Oire NJ2860
Keith NJ4250 Loch Park NJ3543
Kellas NJ1754 Loch Romach NJ0652
Kerrow NH9941 Loch Spynie NJ2366
Kilravock NH8149 Loch Trevie NJ0944
Kilravock Castle NH8149 Lochan Buidhe NJ2366
Kinermony NJ2541 Lochan Tutach NH9840
Kingsteps NH9057 Lochanan a' GhubhaisiH9840
Kingston NJ3365 Lochbuie NJ2153
Kinloss NJ0661 Lochindorb NH9736
Kinneddar NJ2269 Lochs of Bogmusach NJ1347
Kinnudie NH9055 Lochyhill NJO559
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Logie NJO150 Muir of Holmie NJ4161
Logieburn NJ2656 Muir of Linksfield NJ2264
Longmorn NJ2358 Muir of Miltonduff ~ NJ1859
Lossie estuary NJ2469 Muir of the Clans NH8352
Lossiemouth NJ2370 Muirhead NJO863
Lower Auchenreath NJ3763 Muirton NJ2268
Lower Blairnain NJ2738 Muiry Wood NJO0558
Lower Bogrotten NJ4861 Mulben NJ3550
Lower Dallachy NJ4861 Mulderie Mains NJ3950
Lower Hempriggs  NJ1064 Mundole NJO0156
Lyne of Knockando NJ1745 Myreside NJ2164
Lynemore NJ1438

Nairn NH8856
Macbeth's Hillock  NH9656 Nairn Bar NH9260
Machattie's Cairn NJ3547 Nether Bellandy NJ2833
Mains of Kirdells NJ1739 Nether Birnie NJ2059
Mains ofBalnagowanNH8154 Nether Dallachy NJ3663
Mains of Moyness  NH9553 Nether Meft NJ2764
Manachie Farm NJ0356 Netherbyre NJ1557
Manbeen NJ1959 Netherton NJO361
Maryfield NJ2364 Newbold Wood NJ®B58
Marypark NJ1938 Newforres Wood NJO657
Maviston NH9458 Newton nursery NJ1663
Meikle Balloch HI  NJ3534 Newton of Darnaway NH9853
Meikle Coire Riabhach NJ2513 Newtaon of Innes NJ2866
Meikle Conval NJ2937 North Darkland NJ2662
Meikle Kildrummy  NH8553
Mid Mains NJ1966 Oldtown NJ1367
Middlefield NJ0360 Ordiquish NJ3357
Midwood NJ4261 Ordbreck NH8747
Mill of Grange NJ0460 Orton NJ3153
Millhill NJ3158 Overton NJ2745
Milltown NJ2758
Milltown of Laggan NJ2834 Paddockhaugh NJ2058
Milton Brodie NJ0962 Parks of Innes NJ2763
Miltonduff NJ1860 Pauls Hill NJ1140
Miltonhill NJ0963 Penick NH9356
Monadh an-Sluich Leith NJ2617 Philaxdale NJ1667
Monahoudie Moss  NJ2243 Pitairlie NJ2465
Monaughty NJ1260 Pitchroy NJ1738
Moniemouies NJ2756 Pitgaveny NJ2465
Montgrew NJ4551 Pittendreich NJ1961
Moor of Tore NJ1054 Pluscarden NJ1456
Morinsh Forest NJ2330 Portgordon NJ3964
Moss of Barmuckity NJ2461 Portknockie NJ4868
Moss of Birnie NJ205L Porttannachy NJ3864
Mosstodloch NJ3360
Mossyards NJ1566 Quarrywood NJ1864
Moycroft NJ2362
Moyness NH9553 Rafford NJO656

128|



Birds in Moray &Nairn | 2018

Recletich NJ2834 The Scalp NJ3636
Redhill NJ1661 Thief's Hill NJ3654
Reekimlane NJ3625 Thomshill NJ2157
Refouble NH9540 Tips of Corsemaul NJ3939
Relugas NH9948 Todholes NJ1054
Rhinturk NJ3632 Tom nan Clach NH8634
Rinour NJ1740 Tomachar NJ2432
Rosarie NJ3849 Tomachlaggan NJ1522
Roseisle Forest NJ1166 Tombreck NJ1218
Tomcak NJ1349
Salterhill NJ2067 Tomintoul NJ1618
Sanquhar Loch NJ0458 Tomnamoon NJ0450
Scabbed Hill NJ4160 Tomnawulin NJ2126
Scalan NJ2419 Tormore Distillery  NJ1534
Scarffbanks NJ2366 Torrieston NJ1658
Scaut Hill NJ3331 Tronach Head NJ4768
Scotsburn NJ2760 Troves NJ2459
Scotstmhill NJ2662 Tugnet NJ3465
Seafield NJ0261 Tynet NJ3861
Shaw Hill NH9748
Sheanspark NJ3645 Upper Bruntlands  NJ1943
Shealeat NH8641 Upper Dallachy NJ3662
Shelter Stone NJO001 Upper Knockando  NJ1843
Sherriffmill NJ2062 Upper Mulben NJ3652
Sheriffston NJ2561 Urchany NH8748
Sluie NJO052 Urquhart NJ2862
South Darkland NJ2661
Spey Bay NJ3767 Wallfield NJ2965
Spey estuary NJ3564 Waterford Fm NJ0259
Speymouth NJ3564 Waukmill NJ2362
Speyslaw NJ3465 Well of The Lecht  NJ2315
Spynie cania NJ2366 Wellheads NJ3860
Spynie Palace NJ2365 Wellhill NJ0061
St. John's Meads NJO155 Wester Calcots NJ2463
StobBac an Fhurain NJ1303 Wester Delnies NH8355
Stoneyford pond NJO0455 Wester Elchies NJ2542
Strath Avon NJ1425 Wester Gaulrig NJ1513
Strathlene NJ4467 Wester Manbeen NJ1960
Stronachavie NJ1318 Wester Newforres  NJ0657
Strondow NJ1644 Westerfolds NJ1967
Strypes NJ2758 Westertown NJ1925
Succoth NJ2935 Whiteash Hill NJ3857
Suie NJ2724 Whitefolds NJ2425
Surradale NJ1665 Whitetree NJ1156
Whitewreath NJ2357
Tanzie NJ3146 Windyridge NJ2367
Tapp NJ1447 Wood of Mulderie  NJ3751
Tarras NJO0659
Teindland NJ2655 Yellowbog NJ1448
Tervieside NJ2330
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