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EDITORIAL  

 

This is the 27
th
 annual edition of Birds in Moray & Nairn which was previously named, until 1998, as the 

Moray & Nairn Bird Report. It is the third edition to be published online and can be printed off if desired. 

Among many benefits of the online approach is that the report is searchable, and can be amended if 

necessary. 

Following the glut of new species in 2011, no new species were added to the Moray & Nairn list in 2012 but 

a very healthy total of 206 species was recorded, only six fewer than in 2011. Some nationally rare species, 

such as King Eider and White-billed Diver are now expected annual visitors to Moray & Nairn, while others 

such as Little Egret, Hobby and Mediterranean Gull are now numerous in some parts of the UK but yet to 

show a pattern of regular occurrence in our area. Other notable species found in 2012 included Smew, 

Common Crane, Temminckôs Stint, Sabineôs Gull, Black Redstart and Lapland Bunting.   

In addition to providing a vehicle for the annual Birds in Moray & Nairn, the new Birds in Moray and Nairn 

website www.birdsinmorayandnairn.org now contains a number of topical and informative features. óRecent 

recordsô are frequently added and the excellent work of an increasing number of local bird photographers 

can be seen. All editions of Birds in Moray & Nairn back to 2001 can be accessed, and earlier editions will 

be added soon. Several new features are planned for the website in the future and all ideas and suggestions 

are welcome. 

The editor would like to thank Duncan Gibson, Andy Jensen and Bob Proctor for their continued assistance 

in writing sections of the report, and also all those observers and photographers who have contributed their 

records and generously permitted the use of their images. 

 

HOW TO SUBMIT RECORDS  

 

There are two main ways in which you can submit your records: 

 

1. To Birdtrack 

The Scottish Ornithologistsô Club is now a BirdTrack partner with the BTO, RSPB and BirdWatch Ireland. 

BirdTrack is an exciting new web-based bird recording project that looks at migration movements and 

distributions of birds throughout Britain and Ireland. It provides facilities for observers to store and manage 

their own personal records as well as using these for the production of local bird reports, and to support 

species conservation at local, regional, national and even international scales. 

The principle behind BirdTrack is that if you have been out birdwatching anywhere in Britain and Ireland, or 

merely watching birds in your garden, records of the birds you have seen (or indeed have not seen) can be 

useful data. Thus the scheme is year-round, and ongoing, and anyone with an interest in birds can contribute. 

Important results produced by BirdTrack include mapping migration timings and monitoring scarce birds. 

We know very little about the timing of arrival and departure of winter visitors and this is just one area in 

which BirdTrack will provide useful information. There are also many scarce birds where we would like to 

know much more about their populations. The SOC hopes that most birdwatchers in Scotland will soon 

adopt BirdTrack as their main bird recording and information sharing tool. 

To find out more, or to register and get started, visit the BirdTrack website at www.bto.org/volunteer-

surveys/birdtrack  

http://www.birdsinmorayandnairn.org/
http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/birdtrack
http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/birdtrack
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2. To the Moray and Nairn Recorder  

 

Records may be submitted periodically during the year or in one batch as soon as possible after the end of 

the year, and by the end of January at the latest. Although any format is acceptable, the Recorder would be 

very grateful to receive as many submissions as possible on Excel ï a spreadsheet with appropriate headings 

may be obtained from the Recorder (see below). Minimum information required for each record should 

include species name, number, date and location (if possible with a 6-figure map reference, although a 4-

figure map reference is often adequate).  

 

More information on how, and where, to submit your records can be found in the óSubmitting recordsô 

section of the Birds in Moray and Nairn website at www.birdsinmorayandnairn.org/bird-

recording/submitting-records/. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT OF RARITY RECORDS 

 

In order that an entirely accurate archive of records of rare and scarce species is maintained it is clearly 

important to apply consistent standards to the acceptance of such records. This is ensured through a system 

of assessment of written descriptions of the circumstances of the occurrence and of the bird itself. Those 

who make use of our reports in the future must have confidence that all published records have been 

scrutinised and considered acceptable by the birding community of today. 

 

A three-tier system of record assessment exists: 

 

British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC) assesses records of extreme rarities, in a British context. The 

full committee contains ten voting members of which at least nine must vote in favour of a record for it to be 

accepted. 

A list of species currently considered by BBRC can be found at  

www.bbrc.org.uk/currentrarespecies.htm 

 

Scottish Birds Records Committee (SBRC) assesses records of birds rare in a Scottish context but not 

sufficiently rare to be assessed by BBRC. The committee consists of seven voting members of which at least 

six must vote in favour. 

A list of species currently considered by SBRC can be found at  

www.the-soc.org.uk/sbrc-list.htm 

 

Moray & Nairn R arities Committee (MNRC) assesses slightly less rare Scottish species and all other local 

rarities. The committee consists of five voting members of which at least four must vote in favour for a 

record to be accepted. Current membership of MNRC is Martin Cook, Roy Dennis, Duncan Gibson, Bob 

Proctor and Dave Pullan. 

The following species are currently on the MNRC list: 

 
Bewickôs Swan Bean Goose American Wigeon 

Green-winged Teal Garganey (not ad.M) Ring-necked Duck 

Ruddy Duck (not ad.M) Surf Scoter (not ad.M) Balearic Shearwater 

Leachôs Petrel Red-necked Grebe Black-necked Grebe 

White Stork Spoonbill Bittern 

Little Egret Great White Egret Honey-buzzard 

Rough-legged Buzzard Hobby Spotted Crake 

Corncrake Crane Avocet 

Little Ringed Plover American Golden Plover Temminckôs Stint 
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Pectoral Sandpiper Buff-breasted Sandpiper Red-necked Phalarope 

Grey Phalarope Long-tailed Skua Sabineôs Gull 

Mediterrean Gull Ring-billed Gull Black Tern 

Roseate Tern Turtle Dove Nightjar 

Hoopoe Wryneck Green Woodpecker 

Red-backed Shrike Great Grey Shrike Golden Oriole 

Chough Bearded Tit Shore Lark 

Pallasôs Warbler Yellow-browed Warbler Reed Warbler 

Icterine Warbler Lesser Whitethroat Firecrest 

Nuthatch Rose-coloured Starling Bluethroat 

Black Redstart Yellow Wagtail Richardôs Pipit 

Water Pipit  Common Rosefinch Hawfinch 

Lapland Bunting   

Please note the addition of Red-necked Grebe and Green Woodpecker to this list in 2011 and of 

Rough-legged Buzzard, Great White Egret and Water Pipit in 2012.  
 

Other species recorded for the first time in Moray & Nairn, and not on BBRC or SBRC lists, are also 

assessed by MNRC. 

 

If you find a rare species in Moray & Nairn, please contact the recorder (Martin Cook) who will provide 

forms and forward these to the relevant committee. Alternatively, further information and forms can be 

found and downloaded from the website at www.birdsinmorayandnairn.org/bird-recording/moray-nairn-

rarities-committee/  

 

Records of species on the lists of BBRC, SBRC or MNRC will only appear in Birds in Moray & Nairn 

following acceptance of the record by the relevant committee. It must be stressed, however, that the failure 

of a record to be accepted by a committee does not imply disbelief of the observer, or that the observer is 

mistaken in the identification; simply that not quite enough evidence has been assimilated by the observer in 

the time or conditions available. 

 

OBSERVERS CONTRIBUTING TO BIRDS IN MORAY & NAIRN 2012 

 

F.Antley (FA), A.Backx (ABa), H.Barrett (HBar), B.Bates (BB), G.Biggs (GBig), W.R.P.Bourne (WRPB), 

P.&I.Brown (P&IB), A.Burgess (ABur), A.Campbell (ACamp), H.Clark (HC), J.Clarke (JCl), M.Collins 

(MColl), G.Connell (GCo), J.Cook (JCC), M.J.H.Cook (MJHC), B.Cosnette (BCo), J.K.Craib (JKC), 

R.H.Dennis (RHD), D.G.Devonport (DGD), A.Douse (ADo), A.Edward (AE), B.Etheridge (BE), 

H.Farquhar (HF), D.Fisher (DFi), I.Francis (IFr), G.Garner (GGa), C.A.Gervaise (CAG), D.A.Gibson 

(DAG), R.Gomes (RG), A.Gordon (AGo), P.Gordon Smith (PGS), K.L.Guthrie (KLG), G.Hamlett (GHa),  

E.Harwood (EH), R.Hewitt (RFH), P.T.Hirst (PTH), R.H.Hogg (RHH), K.Horsfall (KHo), R.Humpidge 

(RHu), D.C.Jardine (DCJ), R.D.Johnson (RDJ), J.D.Law (JDL), A.J.Lawrence (AJL), N.London (NL), 

R.Lyle (RLy), R.McAdam (RMc), S.McArdle (SMc), A.MacAskill (AMca), J.&H.MacDonald (J&HMacD), 

F.McHugh (FMc), G.McMullins (GMcM), A.McNee (AMcN), D.Main (DMai), J.Matthews (JMa), 

E.Mitchell (EMit), W.M.Morrison (WMM), S.Murkin (SMu), A.Murray (AMu), M.Murray (MMurr), 

R.Murray (RMu), G.Nairn (GN), S.OôKane (SO), K.Paterson (KP), D.Pierce (DPi), T.Poole (TP), G.Prest 

(GP), J.Preston (JPre), R.Proctor (RP), D.M.Pullan (DMP), D.J.Rennison (DJR), G.Scott (GSc), E.Seal 

(ES), M.Sharpe (MSh), L.Simpson (LSi), D.M.K.Slater (DMKS), R.Somers Cocks (RSC), B.Stewart (BS), 

N.Sutherland (NS), I.S.Suttie (ISS), P.Swainson (PSw), D.Tanner (DTa), W.G.Taylor (WGT), I.Thomson 

(IThoms), J.Tweedie (JT), P.Webster (PWe), E.Weston (EWe), I.Wilde (IWi) , A.Williams (AW), R.Wilson 

(RW), I.Wood (Iwo), J.Wood (JWo), V.Wotton (VW), M.Wynn (MWy), A.Young (AY). 

 

Apologies to anyone accidentally omitted. 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

 

The following terms are used at the start of each species account to denote relative abundance: 

 

Breeding species: 

 Occasional  Has bred but none in most years 

 Rare   1-10 pairs in most years 

 Scarce   11-50 pairs 

 Fairly common 51-200 pairs 

 Common  201-500 pairs 

 Very common  more than 500 pairs 

 

Non-breeding species: 

 Rare   1-20 records in total 

 Very scarce  Not rare but less than 10 in most years 

 Scarce   10-50 in most years 

 Fairly common 51-200 in most years 

 Common  201-500 annually 

 Very common  more than 500 annually 

 

Mute Swan   Cygnus olor  
Scarce resident breeder and short-distance migrant. Common in winter. 

Breeding: Following a national survey in 2002 it was decided to repeat the survey in Moray & Nairn by 

visiting as many previously occupied breeding sites as possible (see Mute Swan Survey 2012). 

Unfortunately, 2012 was very wet and cold during the summer, however, despite the poor weather a total of 

25 apparently occupied territories were recorded (24 pairs and a single adult). A total of 19 pairs produced 

74 young; of these, 53 appear to have fledged. The mean total of 3.8 fledged young in 2012 is slightly lower 

than the mean of 4.4 fledged young for 2002-2011. 

 

Mean number of young probably fledging from those pairs known to have produced young: 

 

Year 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Pairs 17 11 13 18 19 10 14 17 17 13 19 

Young fledged 56 52 67 65 110 51 59 57 84 53 53 

Mean 3.3 4.7 5.2 3.6 5.8 5.1 4.2 3.4 4.9 4.1 3.8 

 

Maximum monthly counts of local flocks (excluding breeding birds in April-August) were: 

 

 J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Loch Flemington 65 44 nc Breeders 33 28 nc 11 

Findhorn Bay 14 23 11 40 55 53 7 1 8 39 17 23 

Lossie estuary 0 0 0 2 7 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Loch Spynie 108 114 46 52 42 17 30 35 49 67 94 101 

Cloddach 31 26 nc Breeders nc 46 nc 49 

Spey estuary 3 4 3 4 9 10 16 10 11 12 2 3 

nc = no count received 

 

No counts of ten or more individuals were received from other sites. 

Coastal records included: 1 Nairn Bar 12 Feb. 
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Whooper Swan   Cygnus cygnus  
Common migrant and winter visitor. 

Winter-spring: In Nairn District, five sites were used this year, compared to two in 2011. Largest counts 

from each site were: 17 Loch Flemington 15 Jan, 16 Kildrummie 23 Feb, 20 Delnies 21 Mar, 8 Cran Loch 

13 Jan and 7 Loch Loy 11 Mar. The Loch Flemington, Kildrummie and Delnies flocks would appear to 

relate to the same group, while sightings at Cran Loch and Loch Loy suggest another group. In Moray, birds 

were recorded at nine sites (two more than 2011), largest counts from each site were: 20 Barmuckity 8 Jan, 5 

Cloddach quarry 8 Jan, 41 Loch na Bo 27 Feb, 25 Lower Mains (Findrassie) 10 Mar, 57 Loch Spynie 13 

Mar, 34 Gilston 15 Mar, 19 flying north Portknockie 27 Mar, 10 Muirton 31 Mar and a single adult Loch 

Oire 26 Feb and 5 Mar. Well inland during this period was one flying west at Archiestown 6 Jan. 

Spring: The largest flock during this period was 16 Loch Spynie 1 Apr. Well inland were 4 flying north 

along the River Spey at Aberlour 9 Apr. In late spring a juvenile remained at Urquhart from 29 Apr-11 May. 

Autumn: The first record for the autumn period was a single flying west over the Elgin-Lossiemouth road 18 

Sep, with the first flock, consisting of 12 birds at Loch Spynie on the following day. The only other reports 

in September consisted of 3 Burghead Bay on 28
th
 and a single at Loch Flemington on 30

th
. In October, 11 

areas held flocks; the largest group was recorded at Duffus castle where an estimated 150 were present on 

21
st
. No other flocks exceeded 100 individuals. Largest numbers from other sites in October involved 31 

Findhorn Bay on 4
th
, 5 Montgrew 13

th
, 13 Cloddach quarry 21

st
, 5 Spey estuary 23

rd
, 27 Kinloss 27

th
, 62 

Inchberry 28
th
, 37 Clochan 29

th
 and 6 Loch Loy 29

th
. Three flocks were seen offshore from beaches: 12 

Burghead Bay 24 Oct, 11 Burghead Bay 25 Oct and 4 flying west from the east beach, Lossiemouth 28 Oct. 

In November, flocks with ten or more individuals were seen at 13 sites, the largest count was 120 North 

Darkland on 24
th
. Elsewhere, 7 Muir of Lochs on 2

nd
 & 5

th
, 17 Loch Spynie on 3

rd
, 6 east Kingston on 3

rd
, 8 

Lhanbryde on 5
th
, 18 Alves on 8

th
, 24 Clochan on 16

th
 (regular all month), one west Burghead Bay on 17

th
, 

49 Burnside of Dipple on 18
th
, 12 Loch Loy on 18

th
, 12 Findhorn Bay on 18

th
 (regular all month), 18 Culbin 

on 19
th
, 23 Geddes on 22

nd
, 21 Salterhill on 24

th
, 76 Calcots on 25

th
, 4 over Bishopmill, Elgin on 27

th
, 90 

Lochhill on 28
th
 and 90 Loch na Bo on 28

th
. 

Winter (December): In Nairn District, typically recorded from only two sites; 13 Loch Flemington on 16
th
 

and 10 Nairn Bar on 16
th
 may relate to the same group. In Moray, seen at 14 sites: the largest count was 310 

Garmouth on 17
th
 (with 198 still present at Lochhill on 18

th
). 

 

Bean Goose  Anser fabalis  
Rare winter visitor. 

This species remained in the early part of the year from the 2011 influx. This influx resulted in a minimum 

of 42 birds, but potentially a maximum of 110 individuals, depending on the possibility of flock duplication. 

The vast majority of records in the 2011 invasion related to Tundra Bean Geese Anser (fabalis/serrirostris) 

rossicus, which some authorities consider to be a separate species.  

 

Tundra Bean Goose 

At Parks of Innes a group of 42 was seen on 7-8 Jan (RHD, MJHC, RP) and an estimated 20 still near 

Garmouth 15 Feb (ABa). Possibly the same as the flock of 42 seen at Lochhill on 18 Nov 2011. 

 

Unspecified race 

One group appears to be involved in an area south of Elgin (8 on 14 Jan [RHD]), then at the Cloddach 

quarry (2 on 22 Jan [CAG]). One remained at the Cloddach quarry on 22 Jan which appeared to have been 

injured by wildfowlers (MJHC). 

 

Pink- footed Goose   Anser brachyrhynchus  
Very common migrant and winter visitor. 

Winter (January-mid March): Much rarer in Nairn District until March when skeins (not counted) were seen 

over Nairn on 11
th
, and an estimated 3000 near Nairn on 11

th
 & 23

rd
. Otherwise, a single individual seen on 
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Culbin Bar 15 Jan and Nairn Bar 12 Feb. Typical for Moray District, well scattered flocks were reported 

throughout the coastal area but only four sites contained flocks over 1000 individuals: 1500 Coltfield 10 Jan, 

7000 Miltonduff 23 & 29 Jan, 1800 Roseisle 21 Feb and 2000 Lochhill 16 Mar. 

Spring passage (maximum counts): The largest flocks seen during this period were characteristically in the 

Kinloss/Findhorn Bay area; 4500 Findhorn Bay 3 Apr and 5000 (including two leucistic individuals) on 23 

Apr, 2500+ Easter Newforres 24 Apr and 2500 Burgie 24 Apr. Elsewhere, numbers were typically much 

lower with the only sizeable flocks being an estimated 1000 Windyridge 1 Apr, 1020 Lochhill 11 Apr and 

an estimated 1000 Nairn 11 Apr. During this period another record of a leucistic individual (from Findhorn 

Bay?) was seen at Windyridge 1 Apr. Turnover at sites in April clearly shown at Broadley (Clochan) when 

73 on 8
th
, increasing dramatically to 850 on 11

th
, dropping to 28 on 23

rd
 and a slight increase to 80 on 24

th
. 

Summer: No summer records were received this year. 

Autumn: The first arrival was a skein of 250 flying west at Portknockie 4 Sep (LSi) (this is the earliest 

arrival date since MNBR started in 1985), however, other early skeins were also recorded on 7
th
 over Forres 

(not counted) and on 9
th
 when 270 at Findhorn Bay (the Portknockie skein?). Small skeins were recorded 

arriving at Lossiemouth 11 Sep: 75, 40 east, and 50, 22, 21, 21 & 7 coming onshore during a seawatch. 

Between 14-29 Sep a total of 15 skeins was reported, with the largest numbers seen on 12
th
 (3000 Findhorn 

Bay) and 18
th
 (2000+ Netherton [Findhorn Bay]). In October, the largest flocks were recorded at Findhorn 

Bay (9960 on 14
th
) and Duffus (4000 on 22

nd
). In November, flocks over 1000 were seen at Findhorn Bay 

(4000 on 19
th
, 1000+ on 14

th
 and 23

rd
). The largest flock in Nairn District in November was 400+ at Culbin 

on 4
th
. 

Winter (December): Typically for recent years, three large flocks were reported, all exceeded 1000 

individuals: c.5000 Findhorn Bay on 17
th
, 2674 (counted from photographs) Clochan on 5

th
 and c.2000 near 

Roseisle on 6
th
. 

 

White - fronted Goose   Anser albifrons  
Very scarce winter visitor. 

Three records related to the Greenland race A.a.flavirostris - the first since 2009. 

Two were seen at Roseisle 21 Feb (RHD) and singles at Corskie farm (Garmouth) 18 Feb (amongst 

European White-fronted Geese [RP]) and Windyridge 1 Apr amongst Pink-footed Geese (DAG). 

Flocks of European White-fronted Goose A.a.albifrons remained from the unprecedented influx which 

occurred from mid-November 2011. 

Garmouth area: One flock was present in the Garmouth area in January and February. Around Parks of Innes 

a group of 40 were seen on 7 Jan (RHD) with an estimated 150 present on 8 Jan (RP). The group moved to 

Corbiewell (Garmouth) where 160 were feeding on short grass on 28 Jan (RP) and at least 101 were still 

present on 30 Jan (ABa). In mid-February the flock had moved a short distance to Corskie farm: 176 on 15
th
, 

163 on 18
th
 and 221 (largest flock in 2012) on 19

th
 (ABa, RP). The flock was then relocated at Muir of 

Lochs (130 on 26 Feb) (RP). 

Elgin area: A group of 12 was south of Elgin on 14 Jan (RHD). 

Spey estuary: A single indivual was seen 31 May (DMP, RHD). 

 

Unspecified race 

As both Greenland and European White-fronted Geese were present in the early part of the year, a single 

bird seen at Loch Spynie 10 Mar (DFi) could have related to either race. However, two at Duffus castle 21 

Oct (CAG) probably related to Greenland White-fronted Geese. 
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European White-fronted Geese, Corbiewell January 2012 (Photo: Tony Backx) 

 

Greylag Goose  Anser anser  
Rare breeder and very common winter visitor. 

Winter-spring: Flocks containing 500 or more birds were recorded at only one site: 1000 south of Elgin 14 

Jan. Seventeen other sites held small flocks, all under 400 individuals, confirming that this once common 

species has become more scarce locally as birds winter further north. 

 

Range of all flock sizes reported containg less than 400 individuals January-April  2012: 

 

1-100 101-200 201-300 301-400 

39 7 3 1 

 

Summer: Present around the Spey estuary 1 May-29 Jul (seen on 13 occasions), maximum count was seven 

on 1 & 16 May, some of the later sightings may have involved the nearby breeding pair. The only other 

records involved a single at Loch Spynie 20 May and a group of 24 flying east off Lossiemouth 10 Jun. 

Breeding: At the Lochindorb breeding area a count of 750 on 20 Jun (RHD) was the only record received. 

The new breeding site found in 2011 at Cunninghaugh pool was used again this year; a pair present on 20 

Apr, then seen incubating on 18 & 21 May (MJHC); the pool dried up in June and no young were seen. 

Late summer: Reports from the coastal strip are still increasing during this period, presumably as a result of 

local post-breeding movements in July-early September but before the traditional arrival date for Icelandic 

breeders in late September. Apart from 25 Loch Loy 9 Sep all other records during this period were from the 

Findhorn Bay area where the maximum was an estimated 200 Netherton 30 Aug. 

Autumn: Now difficult to assess which are local birds and which are Icelandic breeders returning in late 

September. The only large counts (100 or more) during October were: 103 Spey estuary on 20
th
 (and 101 

there on 28
th
), 100 Duffus castle on 21

st
 and 135 Clochan on 29

th
. In November, only three counts exceeded 

100 from three sites; 106 Spey estuary on 15
th
, 300 Nether Dallachy on 29

th
 and 270 Clochan on 30

th
. The 

remaining four counts in November did not exceed 80 individuals. 
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Winter (December max. site counts only): Two sites recorded flocks over 500; Lochhill (1100 on 18
th
) and 

Clochan (820 on 1
st
, 1319 on 5

th
, 645 on 8

th
 and 900 on 12

th
). 

 

Rossõs Goose  Anser ross ii 
Rare visitor or escape. 

One was present at Easter Newforres 23-28 Apr (RFH, RHD, AJL, RP, MJHC, FA, DAG) and was aged as 

a first-winter (RP). This is the second record for Moray following an adult in 1991 that frequented fields at 

Findhorn Bay 15-19 Mar, then moved to Muirton cottage, near Lossiemouth 23 Mar-16 Apr, prior to being 

seen on its northbound migration at Kinlochbervie (Sutherland) 16 May (Birding World 4(4):137-140 & 

Rare Birds 2(4):125-126). 

 

Canada Goose  Branta c anadensis 
Scarce migrant in summer, rare in winter. 

Winter: One record, of 4 Nairn 2 Feb (DAG). 

Summer and early autumn passage: Regularly seen at Findhorn Bay throughout June-September passing 

through Moray to the Beauly Firth moulting area. Records included, in June (1 on 11
th
, 6 on 13

th
, 8 on 15

th
 

and 4 on 19
th
), in July (9 on 23

rd
 & 26

th
), in August (5 on 1

st
, 31 on 11

th
, 36 on 22

nd
, 24 on 26

th
, 100+ on 27

th
 

and 3 on 30
th
) and in September (35 on 1

st
 & 3

rd
, 73 on 5

th
, 46 on 7

th
, 17 on 8

th
, 45 on 9

th
 and 60 on 10

th
). 

Elsewhere, 3 Spey estuary 28 Aug. 

 

Barnacle Goose  Branta leucopsis  
Scarce migrant and winter visitor. 

Winter-spring: Seen at seven sites. A single in the Rosiesle area was seen at Coltfield 28 Jan & 3 Feb and 

Roseisle 18 & 21 Feb. In April, 3 Findhorn Bay on 23
rd

 and 2 Easter Newforres on 24
th
 were considered to 

involve part of the same group. In late spring, another group of records that could relate to one individual 

concerned: 1 Spey estuary 8 & 26 May and 12 Jun, 1 Loch Spynie 23 May and 1 Lossie estuary 3 Jun (an 

adult in each case). 

Autumn: Small numbers seen during September and October: 2 Lossie estuary 20 Sep, followed by 17 

flying east Burghead 26 Sep, 3 flying south Findhorn Bay 28 Sep, 6 Findhorn Bay 14 Oct and 12 Spey 

estuary 14 Oct.  

Winter: Only one record - 2 Clochan 5 Dec. 

 

Brent Goose  Branta bernicla  
Scarce migrant and winter visitor. 

All records assigned to a race, related to Light-bellied Brent Goose B.b.hrota. 

Winter: Present in the Nairn area from 15 Jan-20 Apr; of the eight counts submitted during this period only 

one exceeded 60 individuals (max. count was 64 on 12 Feb), most counts were below 35 individuals. 

Elsewhere, singles on the foreshore at Burghead 28 Apr and Kingston 8 May. 

Autumn passage period (Sep-Oct): Recorded daily at Lossie estuary 10-20 Sep, usually 1-3 individuals, but 

flocks of 15 on 10
th
 and 12 on 17

th
-18

th
. Also 20 flying between Forres-Kinloss 10 Sep, 8 Findhorn Bay 15 

Sep, 4 Delnies 16 Sep, 13 Nairn Bar 14 Oct and 19 Kingsteps 29 Oct. Three were seen on 8 Oct during a 

seawatch at Lossiemouth and then briefly at Lossie estuary. 

Winter: From the Nairn area were 22 Nairn Bar 13 Nov, 28 Nairn west beach 11 Dec, 29 Nairn Bar 15 Dec 

and 31 Nairn 16 Dec. 

 

Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna  
Fairly common visitor in winter and spring. Scarce breeder. 

Breeding: Broods were seen at Findhorn Bay (13 chicks) and the Spey estuary (10 newly hatched and two 

broods of large chicks contained six and four young). One crèche containing 24 young was seen Findhorn 
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Bay 4-7 Jul. In potential breeding areas were ópairsô at Broadley (Clochan), Burnside of Birnie pool, 

Cloddach quarry, Loch Spynie and Lossie estuary. Display noted at Lossie estuary. 

 

Best monthly counts at coastal sites were as follows: 

 

 J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Nairn/Culbin Bars 145 124 nc 8 nc nc nc nc nc 13 nc 130 

Findhorn Bay 52 61 17 20 38 108 96 1 nc nc 2 9 

Lossie estuary 0 1 2 2 2 2 0 7 0 0 0 0 

Spey estuary 0 4 9 6 7 5 2 4 1 0 0 0 

 

The seven at Lossie estuary 9 Aug involved a group of juveniles which flew off east. 

Counts from other coastal sites: 20 Delnies 22 Feb and 6 in flight Nairn west beach 26 Mar. 

 

Mandarin  Duck  Aix galericulata  
Probable escape or feral origin. 

In the Elgin area a pair was present on the Cooper Park pond, Elgin 2-28 Jan (RP, RHD) and a single male 

was present at the Cloddach quarry 2 May (IFr, CAG). More unusual was a male Findhorn Bay 24 Oct 

(RHD). A pair was still present at Newton of Budgate (Cawdor) 6 April  (JCl) - these are likely to have 

escaped from a collection at Clava (per Hugh Insley in MNBR 2011). 

 

Wigeon  Anas penelope  
Very common winter visitor and rare breeder. 

Breeding: Although no breeding was confirmed from the Dava breeding area, sightings of a single 

individual were received from the same lochan on 13 May (KLG) and 30 Jun (MJHC). 

Non-breeders in summer (May-July): 6 males Findhorn Bay 7 Jun, 1-2 regular Loch Spynie 1 May-31 Jul 

(max. 4 on 10 & 29 May), 1 male Lossie estuary 27 May, 3 & 23 Jun and 1-3 Spey estuary 3 May-18 Jul.  

Only one large count in late summer: 36 Findhorn Bay 10 Jul. 

 

Winter: Monthly maximum counts at main coastal sites were: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr  Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  358 461 nc nc  nc 269 100 437 

Findhorn Bay 636 701 26 60  600 1538 660 455 

Lossie estuary 1200 1363 18 50  208 548 1200 798 

Spey estuary 210 277 66 18  45 165 135 96 

 

Maximum counts from other coastal sites included: 97 Burghead Bay 15 Jan, 1 male Gollachy Burn mouth 

16 Jan, 18 River Nairn mouth 8 Jan, 40 Delnies 11 Dec, 4 Portgordon-Strathlene 16 Dec and 11 Delnies-

Nairn 16 Dec. 

Following a slight increase in numbers of Wigeon using the Lossie estuary in 2011, there was a slight 

decrease in 2012. The peak count of 3158 occurred in 2004.  
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Wigeon on the Lossie estuary, October 2011 (Photo: Bob Proctor) 

 

 

 

 

Annual maxima of Wigeon at the Lossie estuary 1985-2012: 
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On freshwater: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Loch Flemington 59 12 nc 6  nc nc nc nc nc 

Loch Loy 140 nc 129 8  nc 2 nc 40 nc 

Loch Spynie 2 16 1 4  5 2 6 3 25 

Cloddach quarry 220 209 nc nc  nc nc 90 nc 376 

Loch Oire 123 86 21 33  nc nc 74 nc 124 

 

Maximum counts from other freshwater sites included: 41 Nether Birnie pool 2 Jan, 30 Cran Loch 13 Jan, 

15 Dallachy tip pool 26 Jan, 61 Loch na Bo 26 Feb and 12 Loch of Blairs 4 Nov. 

 

Gadwall  Anas strepe ra  
Scarce visitor. 

Seen at seven sites (five in 2011). 

Loch Flemington:  A single male on 22 Jan (KLG). 

Loch Spynie: A single female on 10 Mar (DFi) and a pair on 19 May (DAG). 

Loch Oire: One record of a female on 17 Jan (EH). A male was present on 13 occasions 

throughout the year (EH, RHH) and there were 2 males on 20 Aug (EH). 

Loch na Bo: A pair on 27 Jan (MJHC). Single males were recorded on 7 & 16 Oct and 8 Dec 

(MJHC) and two individuals were present on 21 Dec (HC). 

Spey estuary:   A pair 27-28 Apr and 1 May (MJHC). Two males on 9 Sep (RP). 

Buckpool:  A pair on 29 Jan (RP). Considered the same as the pair at Portgordon. 

Portgordon: A pair at the Gollachy Burn mouth with Mallards on 15 & 17 Jan and 12 Feb 

(MJHC). Considered the same as the pair at Buckpool. 

 

Teal  Anas crecca  
Scarce breeder and very common winter visitor. 

Breeding: No confirmed breeding reports were received this year. 

Potential coastal strip breeding sites included Loch Spynie (pair), Spey estuary, Cunninghaugh pool and 

Dallachy tip pool. 

 

Monthly maximum counts from main coastal/inland sites outside the breeding season were: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Loch Flemington 1 10 nc 7  nc nc 2 nc 1 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  365 220 nc nc  nc nc nc nc 12 

Cran Loch 250 nc 25 60  nc 25 nc 260 nc 

Findhorn Bay 145 nc 45 50  130 nc 27 nc 30 

Lossie estuary 62 84 32 30  0 10 20 94 68 

Loch Spynie 100 200 30 70  1 6 150 20 308 

Spynie Canal 150 nc nc nc  nc nc nc 130 300 

Cloddach quarry 4 nc nc nc  2 nc 29 nc 4 

Loch Oire 6 5 3 nc  nc nc 2 nc 45 

Loch na Bo 6 7 3 nc  nc nc nc nc 31 

Spey estuary 125 73 75 65  117 173 147 60 88 
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Other large counts included: c.20 Burnside of Birnie pool 10 Mar, 30 Loch Loy 13 Apr, 31 Montgrew 1 Sep, 

17 Netherton (Findhorn Bay) 5 Sep, c.100 Auchtertyre quarry (Miltonduff) 7 Oct and 42 Chapelton (Forres) 

25 Nov. 

Offshore records: 13 flying west Lossiemouth 25 Sep and 5 on the sea Tugnet 9 Sep. 

 

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos  
Common resident breeder and winter visitor. 

Breeding: The mean brood size from eight broods was 7.3 chicks. All reported broods were within the 

coastal strip at Burnside of Birnie, Cloddach quarry, Cooper Park pond (Elgin), Loch Spynie, Loch Oire, 

Dipple and the Spey estuary. A female appeared to be sitting on a nest on the tern platform at Loch Spynie 9 

May. Other potential sites occupied during the breeding season were Dava lochans, Cunninghaugh pool, 

Dallachy tip pool, Findhorn Bay and Lossie estuary. 

 

Regular counts from freshwater sites: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Loch Spynie 202 158 11 5 5 nc 210 179 33 12 26 100 

Loch Oire 80 54 18 15 7 14 167 nc nc 42 nc 65 

 

Other counts from freshwater sites: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar  Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Loch Flemington 62 44 nc  nc 2 nc 4 

Loch Loy 50 nc 18  7 nc 90 nc 

Cran Loch 35 nc 10  5 nc 30 nc 

Cooper park pond (Elgin) 62 nc nc  19 7 nc 26 

Cloddach quarry 90 20 nc  nc 137 nc 150 

Loch na Bo 93 106 21  nc 32 nc 114 

Dallachy tip pool 18 9 nc  nc nc nc 5 

 

Counts exceeding 50 on other freshwater sites included 50 Spynie Canal 21 Jan, 58 Brodie Castle pond 25 

Jun, 89 Cloddach quarry 4 Aug, 50 Fochabers lake 20 Oct and 80 Chapelton (Forres) 25 Nov. 

 

Coastal sites: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  207 182 nc  nc nc 20 nc 132 

Findhorn Bay 330 154 nc  10 nc 76 106 175 

Lossie estuary 8 0 0  19 13 0 4 12 

Spey estuary 18 10 39  72 101 60 30 8 

Portgordon-Strathlene 182 139 nc  nc nc 42 nc 137 

 

Other coastal counts exceeding 50 birds included 58 Portgordon harbour 9 Jan, 86 Gollachy Burn mouth 23 

Feb, 69 Lossie estuary 24 Jul and 109 Buckpool 14 Nov. Unusual records of five Portknockie harbour 4 

May and seven in Buckie harbour (sheltering after storms) 29 Dec. 

 

Pintail  Anas acuta  
Fairly common winter visitor and migrant. Occasional breeder. 

Present at nine sites (five in 2011). 

Nairn:   A male on the River Nairn 27 Jan, 7 & 11 Feb (KLG, SMc). 
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Nairn Bar:  7 on 15 Jan and 5 on 16 Dec (DJa, GP). 

Culbin Bar:  2 on 3 Feb (RHD). 

Cran Loch:  2 on 11 Mar (ADo). 

Findhorn Bay:  Recorded from 15 Jan-9 Apr and 16 Sep-31 Dec. Eight records in excess of 100. The 

count of 216 on 12 Feb (ABa, BE) now becomes the highest count ever recorded in 

Moray & Nairn, with the previous highest, also from Findhorn Bay, being 212 on 6 

Feb 2011. 

 

Maximum monthly counts at Findhorn Bay: 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  Sep Oct Nov Dec 

85 216 nc 4  3 50 86 138 

 

Loch Spynie:  A pair on 18 Mar (LSi). 

Loch Oire:  A female on 16 Oct (MJHC). 

Lossie estuary: A juvenile male on 28 Sep (RP, DAG). 

Spey estuary:  A pair on 22 Mar (MJHC). 

 

Garganey  Anas querquedula  
Very scarce migrant. 

Present at one site. 

Loch Spynie:  A male on 8 May (FA) was the only record this year. 

 

Shoveler  Anas clypeata  
Occasional breeder and scarce migrant. 

Seen at four sites (two in 2011). 

Burnside of Birnie pool: A male on 15 Jun (EMit). 

Loch Spynie: Only present in April and October. In April, 1 male on 2
nd

, 25
th
 & 26

th
 (CAG, 

Spynie Book,) and a pair on 22
nd

 (HF). In October, 1 female on 7
th
-16

th
 (HF, 

DAG, JDL, RG). 

Lossie estuary:  A male flew downstream on 19 Apr and continued out to sea (RP). 

Spey estuary:   1 on 5 Aug and 2 males on 23 Oct (MJHC). 

 

Pochard  Aythya ferina  
Scarce winter visitor and occasional breeder. 

Recorded at two sites (five in 2011). 

Fochabers lake: A male on 20 Oct (MJHC). 

Loch Spynie: 3 on 1, 4, 27 & 28 Jan (RHD, MJHC, Spynie Book), otherwise 1-2 present 3 Jan-29 

May. In late summer, 1 male on 14 & 29 Jul (DAG). Later in the year, 1 male on 13-

17 Oct, increasing to 4 males on 15 Dec, before dropping to 2 males on 23
rd

 and then 

just a single male on 28
th
 & 30

th
 (HF, DAG, RP, RG). Apart from a small influx in 

2011, there has been an obvious decline in numbers at Loch Spynie since 2003. 
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Annual maxima of Pochard at Loch Spynie 1985-2012: 

 

 
 

Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligala  
Scarce breeder and common winter visitor. 

Breeding: The mean brood size from 11 broods was 6.4 chicks. Broods were only seen at Cooper Park pond 

(Elgin) and Loch Spynie. An Otter was seen eating one duckling at Loch Spynie 14 Jul (CAG), following an 

identical incident in 2011. 

Other potential breeding sites occupied during the summer months included Burnside of Birnie pool, 

Cloddach quarry, Dava lochans (pair), Kingston and Loch Oire. 

 

Monthly maximum counts (excluding ducklings) at main sites were: 

 

 J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Cran Loch nc nc nc 2 nc nc nc nc 1 nc 6 nc 

Loch Spynie 73 96 45 46 28 3 29 51 37 63 92 76 

Cloddach quarry 28 85 nc nc nc nc nc 5 nc 28 nc 20 

Cooper Park 22 31 12 7 0 0 0 0 3 13 12 34 

Loch na Bo 25 41 20 nc nc nc nc nc nc 58 nc 24 

Loch Oire 4 9 32 13 10 8 8 nc nc 5 nc 10 

Spey estuary nc nc nc nc nc nc 1 nc nc 7 12 2 

Dallachy tip pool 5 3 nc 6 nc nc nc nc nc 8 10 10 

 

Elsewhere, the only other high counts received were 10 at both Loch Loy 11 Mar and Loch of Blairs 4 Nov. 
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Scaup  Aythya marila  
Scarce winter visitor. 

On the sea, scarce again this year with only two records received: a single female Nairn/Culbin Bar 9 Feb 

(MWy) and a male off Nairn 28 Sep (DMKS). 

At estuarine sites: 

Findhorn Bay: 1 male on 10 Sep and a female on 22-23 Oct (GMcM). 

Spey estuary: 1 female on 20 Oct and 2-11 Nov (four dates) (MJHC). 

At freshwater sites: 

Loch Spynie: In the early part of the year, a female was seen on 18 dates between 1 Jan-10 Feb. Two 

females were present on 20, 24 & 29 Jan and 3 & 7 Feb. (DAG, RP et al.) 

Later in the year, in October, a pair on 17
th
 (RSC) and a single female on 20

th
 (DAG). 

 

 
    Female Scaup [right] with Tufted Ducks, Spey estuary November 2012 (Photo: Martin Cook) 

 

Eider  Somateria mollissima  
Scarce breeder, common offshore. 

Breeding: The only breeding record was a nest containing three eggs at Tronach Head 20 May (RMu). 

 

Regular counts from Burghead Bay and Spey Bay: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Burghead Bay 110 46 134 100 15 nc 1 30 182 583 40 50 

Spey Bay 17 10 176 9 7 nc 5 26 7 16 14 24 

 

Other counts included: 

 

 Jan Feb  Oct Nov Dec 

Delnies-Nairn  14 10  3 nc 29 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  17 36  13 nc 5 

Burghead-Hopeman 120 30  nc nc 124 

Portgordon-Strathlene 56 39  12 nc 36 

 

No other counts over 100 were received.  

Groups inside harbours included: Burghead (32 on 30 Jan, 35 on 29 Nov and 79 on 2 Dec) and Buckie (24 

on 29 Nov). 

A male with ósailsô suggestive of Northern Eider S.m.borealis was seen off Burghead on 4 Nov & 2 Dec 

(RP) 
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Eiders at Burghead, November 2012 (Photo: Tony Backx) 

 

King Eider  Somateria spec tabilis  
Rare visitor. 

Seen in both winter periods in the Burghead area, however, only one male was recorded this year. 

Early winter period: Only seen 13 Mar (FA). 

Late winter period: Seen from 24 Sep-25 Dec (ES, DPi et al.). 

King Eiders have been seen in Moray & Nairn in 21 of the last 37 years, although the likelihood of returning 

birds makes any assessment of the number of individuals involved very uncertain. All have been males. 

 

 
 King Eider, Burghead October 2012 (Photo: Tony Backx) 
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Long- tailed Duck  Clangula hyemalis  

Common winter visitor offshore. 

No coastal summer records (June-July) were received for the 5
th
 consecutive year. 

Coastal records in late spring: 8 Burghead 2 May. 

Maximum monthly counts were: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr  Oct Nov Dec 

Delnies-Nairn 23 nc nc nc  20 nc 80 

Nairn  49 nc 10 15  36 20 nc 

Nairn Bar  268 90 nc nc  340 nc 47 

Culbin Bar  186 48 nc nc  29 nc 105 

Off Findhorn  nc nc 20 5  450 100 60 

Burghead Bay 140 120 900 6  221 40 135 

Off Burghead nc nc nc 200  60 nc 60 

Burghead-Hopeman 11 5 nc nc  nc nc 22 

Spey Bay 16 nc 21 41  44 10 5 

Portgordon-Strathlene 5 9 nc nc  nc nc 5 

 

Maximum counts from inside harbours included: 5 Buckie harbour 26 Apr, 1 Porgordon harbour 30 Dec and 

1 Burghead harbour 29 Nov & 16 Dec. 

One inland record, of a female on Loch na Bo 23 Dec (EH). 

 

Common Scoter  Melanitta nigra  
Common winter visitor, small numbers in summer. 

Maximum monthly counts were: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Delnies-Nairn  21 nc nc  nc nc nc nc 1 

Nairn Bar  234 125 nc  nc nc 47 nc 58 

Culbin Bar  52 22 nc  nc nc 74 nc 41 

Off Findhorn  nc nc 50  nc 170 130 50 50 

Burghead Bay 129 75 nc  200 nc 85 14 12 

Burghead-Hopeman 39 nc nc  nc nc nc nc 27 

Spey Bay nc 4 225  nc nc 89 nc 1 

 

Other counts exceeding 50 individuals were 78 Spey Bay 16 Apr and 200 Burghead Bay 23 Apr. 

Summer records included 12 Spey Bay 11 Jun. 

Scoter sp: several large counts probably related to Common Scoter; 120 Roseisle 24 Jan, 140 off Findhorn 

23 Mar, 250 Burghead 26 Apr and 140 off Findhorn 24 Oct. 

 

Velvet Scoter  Melanitta fusca  
Fairly common winter visitor. 

Maximum counts for main areas were: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar  Oct Nov Dec 

Nairn Bar  20 5 nc  2 nc 13 

Culbin Bar  2 27 nc  nc nc 12 

Burghead Bay 44 34 5  25 8 96 

Spey Bay 11 nc nc  2 nc nc 
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These counts show the continuation of a major reduction in numbers. 

 

Combined WeBS count for Velvet Scoter from Nairn and Culbin Bars 2002-2012: 

 

 
In April, small groups were seen in Burghead Bay: 10+ on 21

st
, 8 on 23

rd
 (off Roseisle Forest car park) and 

four on 23
rd

 (off Findhorn). 

 

Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula  
Rare breeder and fairly common winter visitor. 

Breeding: No breeding records were received this year. 

Display was noted at Burnside of Birnie pool (29 Jan) and Loch Spynie (6 Jan & 26 Feb) with one pair 

copulating at Loch Spynie 8 Jan. 

Spring records: Cloddach quarry (1 on 2 May) and Loch Spynie (latest was a female on 22 May). 

Coastal summer records included 7 at the mouth of the Spey on 3 May and still 4 there on 8 May. 

 

In winter, maximum counts on most frequented lochs were: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr  Oct Nov Dec 

Loch Flemington 9 15 nc 12  1 nc 16 

Loch Spynie 70 47 29 34  15 30 37 

Cloddach quarry 5 6 nc nc  nc nc 1 

Loch na Bo 7 22 44 nc  3 nc 6 

Loch Oire 3 2 4 nc  nc nc 4 

Dallachy tip pool 12 26 nc 5  5 2 10 
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The spring build-up in numbers was evident on Loch Spynie and Loch na Bo, with smaller spring increases 

on Loch Flemington and Dallachy tip pool. 

Unusually, a female on Cooper Park pond, Elgin 2 Dec (RP). 

Seen inland on the River Spey during the winter periods including at Aberlour (one on 4 Jan, 7 on 1 Feb & 5 

Mar, 1 on 3 Dec and 2 on 13 Dec) and Dipple (4 on 3 Jan). 

 

Maximum counts at most frequented coastal sites were: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr  Oct Nov Dec 

Delnies-Nairn  29 4 nc nc  11 nc 7 

Nairn  11 4 nc nc  nc nc nc 

Nairn/Culbin Bars 17 12 nc nc  nc nc 8 

Findhorn Bay 13 6 nc nc  nc nc 3 

Burghead Bay 9 8 13 15  10 13 9 

Burghead-Hopeman 8 23 nc nc  nc nc 7 

Lossie estuary 2 1 nc 2  nc nc 3 

Kingston/Tugnet 12 15 26 23  28 72 26 

Spey estuary nc nc nc 7  19 31 44 

Spey Bay nc nc 12 nc  nc nc nc 

Portgordon-Strathlene 9 5 nc nc  nc nc nc 

 

Coastal count: 15 Delnies 11 Dec. 

 

Smew  Mergellus albellus  
Rare winter visitor. 

A óredheadô (female/immature male) was present at Loch Spynie 8 Feb-25 Mar (DJR et al.). A welcome 

return for the species following the blank year in 2011, the previous blank year being 2005. 

 

Red- breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator  
Scarce breeder, fairly common offshore. 

Breeding: A brood of six was seen at Darnaway 1 Jun (per ISS). Four adults were seen on the lower part of 

the River Findhorn 29 Apr (AJL). 

Coastal records in summer (May-July): Findhorn Bay (max. count 22 on 15 Jun), Spey estuary (max. count 

14 on 1 May). 

Inland records: Recorded at Loch Spynie at both ends of the year. During the early winter period, 1 male on 

25 Jan, 10 & 13 Feb (CAG, RP), 1 female on 31 Jan (Spynie Book) and both together on 30 Jan & 4 Feb 

(AMu, FA). Later in the year, 1 on 17, 20 & 31 Oct (RHu, Spynie Book), 1 female between 1-24
 
Dec (DAG, 

MJHC, JDL) and 2 females on 28 & 30 Dec (DAG, RP). With no sightings in November at this well 

watched site this suggests that different individuals may be responsible for the October and December 

sightings. At Cloddach quarry, 1 female on 22 Jan, 1 & 4 Apr (MJHC, CAG), 2 Loch na Bo 18 Nov (EH) 

and 1 male Spynie Canal 28 Dec (DAG). 

 

Maximum monthly counts were: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr  Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Delnies-Nairn  3 3 nc nc  6 nc nc 5 

Nairn  nc 3 nc nc  nc 28 nc nc 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  53 9 nc nc  nc 53 nc 17 

Findhorn Bay 1 2 nc 25  26 10 22 18 

Burghead Bay nc 23 15 6  nc 13 16 9 
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Off Burghead nc nc nc 6  nc 4 nc 5 

Lossiemouth 2 3 nc nc  1 1 nc 2 

Burghead-Hopeman 5 1 nc nc  nc nc nc 2 

Kingston nc nc 1 9  nc 6 1 nc 

Tugnet 4 3 1 14  3 9 2 7 

Spey estuary nc nc nc 10  nc 6 9 4 

Portgordon-Strathlene 2 4 nc nc  nc nc nc 1 

 

Unusual at Lossie estuary, and therefore of note well upstream of the footbridge, were single males 22 Jan, 

29 Nov and 1 Dec (RP, MJHC) and 2 males 12 Nov and 15-16 Dec (RP, FMc). 

In Buckie harbour in the first winter period were a pair on 4, 12 & 24 Jan and 27 Feb, increasing to 2 males 

and 1 female on 12 Feb, while in the second winter period a male was present on 26 & 30 Dec increasing to 

2 males on 30 Dec (HC, MJHC). 

 

Goosander  Mergus merganser  
Scarce breeder and fairly common visitor. 

Breeding: No breeding data were received this year. 

Seen in potential breeding areas were one pair River Spey (Aberlour) 8 Apr, one pair Burn of Aberlour 

(Aberlour) 15 Apr, 1 Whitebridge 12 May, one pair River Nairn (Nairn) 20 May, one pair Glenlatterach 

Reservoir 21 May, two pairs together River Spey (Boat oô Brig-St Maryôs) 22 May, 1 female River Fiddich 

27 May and 1 Loch Builg 21 Jun. 

Inland records in summer: 5 males Loch Spynie 28 May,  

 

Maximum monthly counts from coastal areas were: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Culbin Bar  nc nc nc nc nc nc 20 40 nc 6 nc nc 

Findhorn Bay nc nc nc 2 56 26 32 28 52 20 8 3 

Burghead Bay nc nc nc nc 15 26 24 40 17 2 nc nc 

Lossie estaury 0 0 0 0 34 12 0 34 18 3 0 0 

Speymouth 1 nc nc 22 56 86 121 152 133 13 3 nc 

Elsewhere in summer, 64 Portgordon 29 Jul and 25 Strathlene 16 Aug. 

 

Inland in winter, birds were seen at Aberlour (a pair on the River Spey on 4 Jan), Dipple (4 on the River 

Spey on 3 Jan), Cloddach quarry (max. 3 males and 3 females on 2 Dec) and at Elginôs Cooper Park lake 

(pair on 1 Jan, a female on 2 Jan, 2 males & a female on 21 Jan). Largest group was 15 Loch na Bo 21 Dec. 

 

Quail  Coturnix coturnix  
Rare summer visitor and breeder, occasionally more numerous. 

Unusually, no calling Quail were reported in Moray & Nairn in 2012. The number of calling birds reported 

in each of the last ten years is as follows: 

 

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

4 2 6 8 8 4 4 2 9 0 

 

Red- legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa  
Introduced scarce breeder. Commonly released. 

The usual scatter of records: 1 Bridge of Brown 29 May, 1 near Burghead 8 Oct, 1 Glenlivet 24 Mar, 1 

Nether Dallachy and 2 Scarffbanks 26 Feb.  
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Red Grouse  Lagopus lagopus 

Very common resident breeder. 

Four at Dava on 11 Dec was the only report received. 

 

Ptarmigan  Lagopus muta  
Fairly common resident breeder. 

The small outlying population on Ben Rinnes persists. Two pairs were seen on 29 Feb and there were 17 

birds on 17 Nov, in groups of seven, six and four (AE). 

 

Black Gr ouse  Tetrao tetrix  
Scarce resident breeder. 

The only report was of six males near Dunphail on 25 May (RHD). 

 

Capercaillie  Tetrao urogallus  
Scarce resident breeder. 

Breeding: 10 active leks were known, containing a total of 16-17 males, down a little on the 20 males 

located in 2011. Two broods of young were found during the season (RSPB).  

A male appeared in the east end of Nairn in early January and frequented gardens in the area until it was 

trapped on 31 Jan and relocated to more suitable habitat near Carrbridge (SMc,RHD). Another out-of-place 

bird was a female found in a Rothes garden on 22 Apr. It remained in the village until 24 Jan when it too 

was transported to better habitat, in Darnaway (JT).  

 

 
Capercaillie in a Nairn garden, January 2012 (Photo: Seamus McArdle) 
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Female Capercaillie in Rothes, April 2012 (Photo: Jane Tweedie) 

 

Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix  
Common resident breeder. 

In the breeding season, 1 near Alves 14 May, 2 Caysbriggs 13 May, 2 Coltfield 14 May (and 1 there 7 Jun), 

a pair Loch Spynie 28 May and 2 Sherrifston 5 May. At other times, 4 Burgie 1 Nov, 6 Kinloss 18 Sep (and 

3 there 8 Mar), a covey Maverston 14 Jan, 18 Roseisle 24 Jan (still 9 there 28 Jan) and 1 Seafield (Findhorn 

Bay) 31 Aug.  

 

Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus  
Very common resident breeder. 

The usual scatter of records from agricultural areas in lowland Moray. An unusual sight was a male bird 

standing on an unvegetated shingle island in the middle of the River Spey at Tugnet on 28 Oct. 

 

Red- throated Diver  Gavia stellat a 
Rare breeder. Fairly common autumn and winter visitor offshore. 

Summer: One bird was on a lochan in the usual area of south Moray on 13 May (KLG) but no divers were 

present in the area in early July and there was no evidence of breeding.  

At the coast in the April-July period, 2 Spey Bay 16 Apr & 12 May, 1 off Hopeman 19 Apr, 4 Burghead Bay 

20 Apr (and 2 there 2 May and 7 Jul), 14 Kingston 8 May (also 5 there 6 May and 4 on 16 May) and 5 off 

Findhorn 10 Jul. 
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Best monthly counts offshore in each winter period were:  

 

 Jan Feb Mar  Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Nairn/Delnies nc nc nc  nc 6 4 0 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  9 1 nc  nc 19 nc 6 

Burghead Bay 1 6 4  nc 8 8 3 

Spey Bay 3 2 29  5 10 20 0 

 

 

 
Red-throated Diver off Findhorn, November 2012 (Richard Somers Cocks) 

 

Black- throated Diver  Gavia arctica  
Rare breeder. Scarce autumn and winter visitor offshore.  

Upland lochs: For the sixth successive year, one pair laid eggs ï but, as in each of the previous years, the 

breeding attempt failed, for unknown reasons (IFr,MJHC).  

Monthly maxima in Burghead Bay were as follows: 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

0 0 36 6 3 0 0 0 0 2 2 1 

          (RHD, AJL, FA, GMcM  et al.) 

The spring gathering off Findhorn is now an annual event, with this yearôs peak count of 36 on 23 Mar 

(RHD). 

Elsewhere, 1 Nairn Bar 15 Jan (DCJ), 2 Kingston/Tugnet 13 Mar and single birds there 15 Mar, 26-27 Mar 

& 16 May (MJHC). 
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Great Northern Diver  Gavia immer  
Scarce visitor offshore. 

The only records of more than one bird were 5 Spey Bay (Boarôs Head Rock area) 26 Mar (MJHC) and 2 off 

Tugnet 3 May (MJHC). All other records related to single birds in Burghead Bay (Jan, Feb, Apr, Jul, Dec), 

off Culbin Bar (Oct), and off Nairn Bar (Jan). Following storms, sheltering individuals were in Buckie 

harbour on 29 Dec (MJHC) and in Findhorn Bay on 31 Dec (GMcM). 

 

 
Great Northern Diver in Buckie harbour, December 2012 (Photo: Martin Cook) 

 

White - billed Diver  Gavia adamsii  
Rare visitor. 

For the fifth successive year, White-billed Divers appeared off Burghead in spring. At least one bird was 

present between 12 Apr-3 May (JPoy, ABa et al.) and there were two on 19-23 Apr (FA, ABa, MJHC). In 

addition, a single bird was reported off Buckie on 13 Mar (GGa). 

 

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis  
Common breeder, very common offshore. 

Breeding: No reports of breeding were received this year, although birds were recorded as being on ledges 

on the cliffs at Portknockie for most of February indicating birds re-establishing nest sites.  

Passage: Only one count exceeded 100 this year, 154 west past Lossiemouth in one hour 25 Aug (RP). Only 

one other count above 10 was received. 
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Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus  
Very scarce migrant in late summer and autumn. 

A return to normality this year after the exceptional total of 605 birds in 2011. In late August, 4 passed east 

off Lossiemouth on 29
th
 (RP) with 5 birds noted the following day (ABa, DAG). In September, 1 was off 

Burghead on 1
st
, with the final record of the year being another single bird off the same site on 26

th
 (ABa). 

 

Annual totals since 2003 have been as follows: 

 

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

3 0 23 1 38 11 0 7 605 11 

 

Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus  
Fairly common offshore in summer and autumn. 

The annual total was a maximum of 137 individuals, an average year. Estimated monthly totals were: 

 

July August September October 

4 69 42 22 

 

Spring: As in 2011, there were no spring records this year.  

Summer: Only one record, 4 past Findhorn on 16 Jul (RHD). 

Autumn: Peak numbers were recorded in August, with 69 birds on five dates. All records were from 

Lossiemouth aside from 20-30 in Burghead Bay on 13
th
, the highest count of the year (DMKS). In 

September, 42 birds were recorded on five dates, off Lossiemouth and Burghead. This includes one found 

alive on the road in Burghead on 15
th
, which was released off Lossiemouth the following day. The last of the 

year were 22 west past Lossiemouth 8 Oct (RP). 

  

Gannet Morus bassanus  
Very common offshore in summer and autumn, fewer in winter. 

A reasonable year, with 16 counts of 100 or more in the late summer/ autumn period. Counts over 100 were 

received from Nairn, Findhorn, Burghead and Lossiemouth. 

Peak counts in September were from Lossiemouth with 362 past in 30 mins on 11
th
, 258 in 30 mins the 

following day and 263 in 30 mins 18
th
 (RP). In October, the peak count was 272 past Lossiemouth in 30 

mins 27
th
. 

In the winter periods, a single bird was seen off Lossiemouth 18 Feb (DAG), with an adult off Burghead 24 

Feb (RHD). In the second winter period, a series of sightings of an immature bird in Findhorn Bay in late 

October and November (GMcM et al.) may relate to the same individual. Also 1 juvenile off Spey Bay 29 

Nov. 

 

Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo  
Rare breeder and fairly common winter visitor. 

Breeding: The new ócolonyô at Covesea, which started in 2011, increased to two nests, each with young on 

21 Jun (MJHC). 

Counts of 25 or more were 60+ Nairn harbour 11 Oct, 39 Portgordon-Strathlene 14 Oct (and 26 there 16 

Dec), 36 Burghead-Hopeman 15 Jan (and 32 there 12 Feb), 33 at the mouth of Findhorn Bay 12 Oct and 28 

at the mouth of the Spey 2 Sep. 
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The pattern of occurrence at selected sites is revealed by maximum monthly counts: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Loch Spynie 8 2 4 5 2 0 0 0 1 9 4 8 

Tugnet (mouth of Spey) 10 1 0 3 1 0 0 14 28 19 8 4 

Findhorn (mouth of Bay) nc nc nc 11 12 10 10 18 14 33 31 3 

 

Inland: On the River Spey at Aberlour were 2 on 12 Jan, 1 on 29 Feb and, very unusually, a summer record 

of 1 on 22-26 Aug (AE). More records than usual were received from inland localities, with 1-2 reported 

from Archiestown (Nov), Birnie (Jan), Clochan (flying over in Jan), Cloddach quarry (Jan, Feb), Loch Oire 

(Dec) and Sanquhar Loch (Forres) (Dec). On the River Spey at Dipple were 3 on 3 Jan, and at Gilston there 

were 4 on 5 Jan. Unusually numerous on Loch na Bo where 4 on 27 Jan, 6 on 8 Dec and a remarkable 14 on 

21 Dec (HC). 

There were no records of birds of the continental race P.c.sinensis. 

 

Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis  
Fairly common breeder and very common visitor, chiefly in winter. 

Breeding: At Portknockie/Bow Fiddle Rock cliffs, numbers continued to increase with 93 occupied nests on 

19 Jun with many large young (MJHC). At nearby Tronach Head, 53 occupied nests were counted on the 

island and mainland cliffs on 23 June, a slight decline from the 58 in 2011 (MJHC). At Covesea, numbers 

also fell slightly, with 14 occupied nests 14 Jun (17 in 2011) (MJHC). 

 

Over the last ten years the occupancy of the three colonies (apparently occupied nests) has been as follows: 

 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Portknockie 43 47 49 49 73 79 79 76 85 93 

Tronach Head 5 7 8 nc 21 23 26 60 58 53 

Covesea 5 10 13 13 13 11 14 14 17 14 

 

Counts: Away from breeding sites, in late summer/early autumn at Buckie harbour, 108 were roosting 29 

Aug, rising to 163 on 24 Sep and peaking at 222 on 14 Oct, the highest count of the year.  

 

Little Egret  Egretta  garzetta   
Rare visitor. 

The bird found at Cloddach quarry on 20 Nov 2011 remained until 4 Apr (MJHC, CAG et al.), with a brief 

visit to Nether Birnie pool on 2 Jan (RP). This is the 6
th
 record for Moray & Nairn.  

 

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea  
Fairly common resident breeder. 

Heronries: Nine occupied nests at Aberlour (AE) and 10 at Loch Spynie (RP). 

As usual, the largest congregations were on the three estuaries where best monthly counts were: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Findhorn Bay 7 0 1 5 3 6 8 18 23 11 4 3 

Lossie estuary 2 2 0 2 5 3 3 11 4 8 3 3 

Spey estuary 0 0 0 2 3 6 4 4 1 4 2 3 

 

Groups of five or more elsewhere were 6 Cloddach quarry 8 Jan, 6 Loch Loy (eating frogs) 13 Apr and 6 

flying high over Lhanbryde on 23 Sep.  
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Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis  
Scarce breeder, scarce on the estuaries in winter. 

Mid-winter: On freshwater in January and December were 2 Loch Spynie 8 Jan (and 1 on 24 Jan, and 30 

Dec), 2 Loch Loy 13 Jan, 1 Loch na Bo 27 Jan and 1 Loch Flemington 16 Dec.  

Present in spring/summer (italics = proved breeding) at Burnside of Birnie pool, Cloddach quarry (5 pairs), 

Cran Loch, Dallachy tip pool, Fochabers Lake, Laggan Farm (near Dufftown), Loch Loy, Loch na Bo, Loch 

of Blairs (4 pairs), Loch Oire (6 pairs with 5 visible nests and 1 brood 10 Jul [MJHC]) and Loch Spynie.      

Largest post-breeding congregations in summer/autumn were 18 Loch Spynie 23 Aug (increasing to 20 by 

16 Sep and still 11 on 22 Oct), 14 Loch Oire 4 Oct and 12 Loch Flemington 14 Oct. 

Coastal in autumn/winter: Regular in Findhorn Bay, often in the south-west corner where 11 on 12 Feb and 

7 on 14 Oct. Also, however, in the north of the bay near Findhorn village where 5 on 31 Oct, 7 on 2 Nov, 3 

on 6 & 12 Nov, 6 on 29 Nov & 3 Dec and smaller numbers on many other dates. Also in winter around the 

Spey estuary, especially in the Kingston lagoon, where 1-2 throughout January-early March and early 

October-late December ï occasionally more e.g. 3 on 20 Oct, 5 & 20 Nov and 25 Dec, and 4 on 2 Nov. Less 

frequent on the Lossie estuary where 1-2 on 5 dates in January-February and 2 dates in December. 

Elsewhere, 3 Carse of Delnies 11 Dec.    

 

Red- necked Grebe  Podiceps grisegina  
Very scarce migrant and winter visitor. 

1 Lossie estuary 15-16 Dec (RP) is the first for that site.  

 

Slavonian Grebe  Podiceps auritus  
Rare breeder. Scarce offshore in winter. 

Breeding: One pair seen nest building but failed to breed. 

Site 2 - One adult appeared on 31 Mar and was still present on 1 Apr. There were no further records until 23 

Apr when a pair was found. These birds remained until at least 12 May but no nest was found and there was 

no evidence of a breeding attempt. No birds were present in June and July but a fledged juvenile was seen 

on 10-11 Aug. The origin of this juvenile is unknown but it is very unlikely that it was reared at this site. 

 

The only other inland record was 1 Loch Spynie 31 Oct (RHu). 

 

Coastal: In Burghead Bay, monthly maxima were:  

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  Sep Oct Nov Dec 

42 

(24
th
) 

4 

(2
nd

) 

7 

(13
th
) 

nc  4 

(29
th
) 

16 

(24
th
) 

7 

(10
th
-11

th
) 

8 

(16
th
) 

           (RSC, GMcM, FA et al.) 

The very high count of 42 on 24 Jan (RHD) follows an autumn of exceptional abundance in 2011. 

Elsewhere, 3 off Culbin Bar 16 Dec (AY), 1 Lossie estuary 26-29 Dec (RP), 1 off the mouth of the Spey 7 

Feb (MJHC) and singles off Nairn/Nairn Bar on 15 Jan, 12 Feb and 14 Oct, with 2 there on 16 Dec (SMc, 

DCJ, GP). 

 

Honey- buzzard  Pernis apivorus  

Rare breeder. 

In the general area where breeding took place in 2007-09 and in 2011, four individuals were seen in three 

places but no nest was found (RHD). Additional records came from the same area on 6 Aug (RHH) and 

nearby on 3 Aug (RHD).  
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Red Kite  Milvus milvus  
Formerly common breeder, reintroduced in Highland and North-east Scotland. 

Single birds were seen at Allt na Leacainn (north of Drynachan) 25 Jun (PSw), flying west over Findhorn 

Bay 12 Aug (DGD) and at Forgie 18 May (WMM).   

 

White - tailed Eagle   Haliaeetus albicilla  
Rare visitor. 

One was over Ballindalloch on 6 Oct (NS). Single birds have also been seen in recent years in the Cabrach 

(December 2010), Culbin (January 2008) and Inchrory/Lecht area (autumn 2009).  

 

Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus  
Occasional breeder and very scarce visitor. 

A pair nested at one locality and raised 2 young (MJHC). The male was first seen on 14 Apr (DAG) and was 

joined by the female from 24 Apr (DJR). A second female/immature was seen intermittently between 7-22 

May (CAG et al.). The last report of birds in the area was 2 on 1 Sep (DPi). 

 

 
  Marsh Harrier chicks in the nest, Moray July 2012 (Photo: Martin Cook) 

 

Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus  
Rare resident breeder, very scarce migrant and winter visitor. 

Breeding: Seventeen current and former sites were checked in west Moray and Nairn. Five sites were found 

to be occupied by pairs in west Moray (two more than in 2011) and one by a single female in Nairn. Three 
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pairs were known to have laid eggs, the average clutch size was 4.0. One pair was successful and reared four 

young. One pair failed at the large young stage and signs at the nest suggested the young were predated by a 

fox (this is the third year running that the nest has been predated by a fox). The third pair failed for reasons 

unknown but circumstantial evidence suggested that this nest had suffered from deliberate human 

interference. (JKC). 

Thonly winter record was 1 Carse of Delnies 22 Feb (SMc). 

 

Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis  
Rare resident breeder. 

Breeding: At least three pairs reared young and two other pairs bred unsuccessfully. 

 

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus  
Common resident breeder. 

Breeding season (April -July) records included birds/pairs at Findhorn, Forres (along River Findhorn), 

Kingston, Kinloss, Linkwood (Elgin), Loch Spynie, Lossiemouth, Nairn and Tugnet.  

One was chasing Starlings at the Ashgrove Road (Elgin) roost on 29 Dec. 

 

 
    Sparrowhawk, Clochan August 2012 (Photo:Martin Cook) 
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Buzzar d  Buteo buteo  
Common resident breeder. 

The only group of five or more together was 5 Wellheads (Clochan) 28 Dec on a newly sown field, 

apparently hunting for worms.  

 

Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos  
Rare resident breeder. 

Breeding: At the three usual/most recent breeding sites: i) no breeding activity but a single bird was nearby 

on 6 May (MJHC), ii) a pair raised one young (RHD), iii) a pair bred but failed early in the breeding cycle 

(EWe).   

 

Osprey  Pandion haliaetus  
Scarce summer visitor and breeder. 

Late to arrive with no coastal reports until 1 Lossie estuary 11 Apr.  

Breeding: In west Moray and Nairn, eight pairs nested, one fewer than in 2011. All eight pairs laid eggs and 

six were successful, rearing a total of 12 young. Of the two unsuccessful pairs, one clutch failed to hatch and 

the nest of the other pair blew out of the tree. In east Moray, four pairs nested, also one down on 2011. All 

four pairs were successful, rearing a total of eight young (RHD). 

Away from nest sites, most together at one time were 4 over Easterton (Birnie) 14 Apr and 4 Findhorn Bay 

19 Jun and 15 Aug. Last report of the year was 2 Findhorn Bay 16 Sep.   

 

 
Osprey with catch of a flounder, Lossie estuary April 2012 (Photo: David Devonport) 
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Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus  
Scarce resident breeder. 

Breeding season (April-July) records included birds/pairs at Ardivot, Netherton (Findhorn Bay), Cabrach, 

Dulsie Bridge, Glen Brown, Kinloss, Kingston, Tronach Head and Tugnet. Nests were found at Kinloss 

(with 5 young, on the army base) and at Tronach Head (2 eggs in an old crowôs nest). 

 

Merlin  Falco columbarius  
Scarce resident breeder and migrant. 

Breeding: 45 sites were checked. As in 2011, 15 of these were occupied by pairs and one site by a single 

adult. Fourteen pairs laid clutches, three more than in 2011. Clutch size from three known clutches was 3.6. 

Eleven pairs were successful, and these raised 31 young between them, at a mean brood size of 2.2 per 

laying pair (2.8 per successful pair). 

Productivity was greater in west Moray and Nairn (3.0 young/laying pair) than in east Moray (1.9 

young/laying pair) ï very similar to 2011 in both areas. In view of the appalling weather conditions from 

mid May through to July, breeding success was surprisingly good. (BCo, JKC). 

Outside the breeding season, single birds were seen at Archiestown 25 Mar, Ardivot 26 Dec, Burghead 5 

Nov, Kinloss 23 Jan & 27 Sep, Loch Flemington 22 Jan and Lossiemouth 26 Sep & 4 Nov. 

 

 
Male Merlin on its Moray breeding territory in June 2012 (Photo: David Devonport) 
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Hobby   Falco subbuteo  
Rare visitor. 

One flew west over Conicavel on 6 Aug (RHH). This is the 12
th
 record for Moray & Nairn.   

 

Peregrine  Falco peregrinus  
Rare resident breeder. 

Breeding: At least two pairs bred in lowland Moray. One reared two young and the outcome of the other is 

unknown. In the uplands, a pair laid eggs at one site but no young were reared, and a single bird was at 

another traditional site. (MJHC, AE).  

In late summer-winter, single birds were reported from Archiestown (Feb), Findhorn Bay (Jan, 2 on 26 Feb, 

2 on 12 Aug, Oct), Burghead (Sep), Culbin Bar (2 on 12 Feb), Elgin (Mar), Lossie estuary (Aug, Nov), 

Tappoch (Jan), Tugnet (Aug) and Delnies (Jan).  

 

Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus  
Scarce breeder and winter visitor. 

During the breeding season, 1 Burnside of Birnie pool 13 Jun (MJHC), 1 Cran Loch 11 Mar & 13 Apr 

(ADo), 1 Loch Loy 11 Mar (Ado), 1 Montgrew 9, 18 & 29 Aug (WMM, MJHC) and calling several dates 

Loch Spynie, max. 3 on 3 May (RP et al.).  

At other times, 1 Cran Loch 18 Nov (ADo), and 1 Lein (Kingston) 30 Dec (PGS). Several reports of calling 

birds at Loch Spynie in January-February and September-December (many obs.).   

 

Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus  
Fairly common resident breeder. 

Breeding proved (italics) or probable at Brodie Castle pond, Burnside of Birnie pool, Cran Loch, Fochabers 

lake, Loch Loy and Loch Oire. 

As usual in freezing conditions at Loch Spynie, large numbers emerged from the reeds onto the ice to feed 

among the gulls ï highest counts were 30 on 4 Feb and 23 on 9 Feb. Also numerous at Loch Flemington at 

this time where 16 on 12 Feb. 

Other counts included 6 Cooper Park (Elgin) 9 Feb (and 5 on 1 Dec), and 12 Loch Flemington 14 Oct (and 

15 on 16 Dec).   

 

Coot  Fulica atra  

Scarce resident breeder and winter visitor. 

Breeding proved (italics) or probable at Burnside of Birnie pool, Cloddach quarry, Loch Flemington, Loch 

Loy, Loch na Bo, Loch Oire (at least 4 pairs) and Loch Spynie.  

 

Maximum monthly counts on main lochs were: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar  Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Loch Flemington 2 0 nc  nc 2 nc 0 

Loch Spynie 2 5 6  3 1 2 5 

Loch Oire/na Bo 1 4 13  nc 8 0 1 

Cloddach quarry  3 1 nc  nc 1 0 3 

 

Crane  Grus grus  
Rare visitor. 

One was at Newton (near Alves) on 30 Apr (ABa, MMurr). 
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Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus  
Very common resident breeder, winter visitor and migrant. 

Breeding: Extremely early inland were singles at Nether Birnie pool on 2 Jan (where 9 on 29 Jan) and 

Cloddach quarry on 7-8 Jan (where 4 on 22 Jan and 11 on 11 Feb). In Elgin, on 6 & 8 Feb there was one at a 

breeding site at Moray College, followed by 4 Cooper Park pond 19 Feb and 1 Elgin cemetery 28 Feb 

(where 2 were displaying on 2 Mar). Elsewhere, one on the tern nesting platform at Loch Spynie on 11 Feb 

(and 2 on 3 Mar), 1 Fochabers 17 Feb, 2 Milton airfield 26 Feb and pair at Burgie on 29 Feb. There was also 

a pair at Tynet on 1 & 10 Mar and another pair at Broadley 10 Mar. Well inland were 5 Aberlour 18 Feb and 

calling heard at Archiestown 29 Feb.  

Pre-breeding inland flocks included 231 Cloddach quarry 26 Feb, 66 Dunphail 15 Mar and 86 Chapletown 

(Glenlivet) 24 Mar. 

At or near the coast, two pairs with nests on the river shingle at Garmouth golf course 12 May, and one pair 

bred at Findhorn point. At Tronach Head, a nest with a clutch of three eggs on 20 May. Inland, on the River 

Spey shingles on 12 May were 2 pairs at Essil (one with a nest) and another pair with a nest at Dipple. 

Single chick broods were noted at Lossie estuary 12 Jun and,  in Elgin, at Dr Grayôs Hospital and The Oaks. 

At Aberlour there was a juvenile on a factory roof on 15 Jun.  

Although there were no records of any inland post-breeding assemblies there were five birds remaining at 

Cloddach quarry 4 Aug and two, quite late inland, at Mulben 19 Aug. 

 

Spring, summer and early autumn peak counts of ten or more at coastal localities: 

Apr:    15 Findhorn Bay 10
th
, 16 Lossie estuary 12

th
 and 18 Speymouth 16

th
.     

May:   21 Binsness 28
th
, 12 Findhorn Bay 11

th
 and 19 Lossie estuary 17

th
.  

Jun:     c70 Findhorn Bay 18
th
 and 14 Lossie estuary 23

rd
.     

Jul:      203 Findhorn Bay 27
th
, c270 Lossie estuary 19

th
, 99 Speymouth 29

th
 and 57 in flight 21

st
.    

Aug:    1190 Culbin Bar 18
th
, 320 Findhorn Bay 11

th
, 126 Lossie estuary 3

rd
 and 53 Speymouth 18

th
.   

Sep:     c450 Findhorn Bay 30
th
, c50 Burghead 1

st
, 71 Lossie estuary 16

th
 and 15 Speymouth 30

th
.   

          

Winter maxima at the coast were: 

 

 Jan Feb  Oct Dec 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  1328 615  450 703 

Findhorn Bay 417 737  c450 400 

Burghead-Hopeman 223 168  14 152 

Lossiemouth 41 54  77 75 

Portgordon-Strathlene 135 68  35 75 

Outwith the above dates there was a November maximum of 400+ at Culbin foreshore on the 27
th
. The count 

of 1328 at Nairn/Culbin Bars is the highest there since Dec 2008 when 1666 were counted. 

 

Golden Plover  Charadrius apricaria   
Common breeder, migrant and winter visitor. 

Breeding: Some early records from potential breeding grounds. During March one pair was at Dun Muir 

(Ladder Hills) on the 24
th
 (MJHC) and a flock of 15 was at Hill of Mackalea (Dufftown) on the 28

th
 (AE). 

One April record of an individual at Cabbrach on the 9
th 

(DGD). Later, a pair and two single birds in the 

Carn Ghiubhais area on 31 May (DGD). Calling was heard at Scurran Burn (Ben Rinnes) 13 Jun (IFr).  

A post-breeding flock of 55 birds was on Ben Rinnes 3 Aug (AE). 

 

First at the coast in autumn was 1 Lossiemouth east beach 23 Aug (MSh). 
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Winter coastal maxima were: 

 

 Jan Feb  Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Kinloss 38 35  19 67 25 65 

Findhorn Bay nc 97  66 236 201 182 

Outwith the above locations were 48 Wester Hardmuir 2 Feb and c40 flying east over Clochan on 4 Feb. 

 

Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola  
Scarce autumn migrant and winter visitor. 

At the Nairn/Culbin Bars were 27 on 15 Jan, 4 on 9 Feb and 27 on 12 Feb, suggesting a resident population 

in the high 20s. In the second winter period there were 12 at Nairn Bar on 16 Dec. On the Lossie estuary, 1 

on 27-31 Mar and another on 17 Sep. In mid October, 2 Lossiemouth west beach on 13
th
 and 1 Portgordon 

on 14
th
.  

 

Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus  
Very common migrant breeder, small numbers in winter. 

Breeding: In the lowlands, single pairs were displaying at Miltonduff on 1 Mar and at Broadley on 11 & 22 

Apr. A pre-breeding flock of 27 was at Coltfield on 4 Mar. Near Alves on 14 May were two pairs with 

chicks. The first records from up-country were from Archiestown with 2 on 9 Jan, 9 on 14 Feb and 19 on 27 

Feb. A pair was near Furness cross roads on 17 Mar, four pairs were at Bogeney on 18 Mar and 10 birds, 

with some display, were at Corrunich (Glenlivet) 24 Mar. In the Cabrach area on 9 Apr were 6 displaying at 

the Aldunie area and 8 displaying south-east of Milltown. Also up-country, four pairs at Bakebare, west of 

Corsemaul on 2 May. 

On 16 Jun a flock of 36 was at Inchgower (Buckie).  

Post-breeding flocks of 100 or more were 110 Speyslaw 21 Jul, c100 over Loch Spynie 29 Jul and 180 

Coltfield 5 Aug (120 there 6 Aug). 

During September and October flocks of 20 or more included c20 near Alves 25 Sep, 31 Wester Coltfield 29 

Sep, 90 Loch Spynie 4 Oct, 80 Tugnet 4 Oct, 24 near Nairn 8 Oct, 20 Windyridge 18 Oct, 245 Kingston 20 

Oct, 64 Cloddach quarry 21 Oct and 150 Ardivot 26 Oct.  

In mid winter (January-February and November-December) flocks of ten or more included 65 Arradoul 1 

Jan, 47 Strathlene 15 Jan, 75 Nether Birnie pool 29 Jan, 140 Kinloss 21 Feb and 15 over Clochan 26 Feb. In 

the second winter period around Loch Spynie/Ardivot were 90 on 2 Nov, 200 on 12-13 Nov and 250 on 15 

Dec. Elsewhere, 43 Tugnet 9 Nov (10 there 15 Nov), c500 Mi lltown airfield 28 Nov, 32 Cloddach quarry 2 

Dec and 40 Balgreen (Lossiemouth) 4 Dec. 

 

Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius  
Rare summer visitor and breeder. 

Once again only recorded on the lower River Spey. One was noted on the Spey estuary 11 Apr (MJHC). On 

the river shingles beside Garmouth golf course on 26 May there was one ñbehaving as if off eggsò but no 

nest was found (MJHC). On the Spey estuary, 2 on 2 Jul, 1 on 9 Jul (MJHC) and 1 on 16 Aug (DMP).   

 

Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula  
Scarce resident breeder and very common migrant. 

Breeding: Several records received from potential breeding sites at or near the coast but breeding was only 

confirmed at Findhorn point where a pair reared two young (GMcM).  

The only inland record was 1 Cloddach quarry 12 May. 
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Winter maxima at the coast were: 

 

 Jan-Feb Nov-Dec 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  39 12 

Findhorn Bay 21 18 

Burghead-Hopeman 6 0 

Lossiemouth 20 nc 

Portgordon-Strathlene 11 26 

 

Spring passage (April ï early June) 

 

Findhorn Bay: Evident from mid-late May with 100+ on 11
th
, 14

th
 & 15

th
, 200+ on 16

th
 & 17

th
 and 100+ on 

18
th
. An accurate count of 378 was made on 19

th
. Possibly as many as 1000 on 25

th
 falling to c300 on 26

th
 

and 216 on 28
th
, after which numbers were greatly reduced. 

Lossiemouth: Peak was c60 on 13 May.  

Speymouth: Maximum count was 74 on 16
 
May.    

Autumn passage (July ï September): 

Findhorn Bay: Single figures until 10 on 7 Aug, numbers then creeping up through August with 16 on 12
th
, 

63 on 17
th
 and a peak of 90 on 27

th
. A decline thereafter but still 39 on 27 Sep.  

Kinloss: In mid September, good numbers roosted on the airfield - 48 on 17
th
, 104 on 18

th
, 84 on 19

th
 and 58 

on 20
th
. 

Lossie estuary: Peak numbers towards the end of August with 39 on 20
th
, 62 on 21

st
 and 45 on 22

nd
. 

Spey estuary: Fluctuating numbers of up to 30 in July and early August followed by a strong passage in mid 

August with a peak of 106 on 15
th
 and 137 on the 16

th
. Rapid fall in numbers thereafter with the last bird 

seen on 12 Sep. An unusual individual on 15 Aug had almost white upperparts but normal head markings 

(MJHC). 

 

Dotterel  Charadrius morinellus  

Scarce summer visitor and breeder. 

No records were received from the Cairngorms breeding grounds. 

 

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 
Scarce migrant. 

Spring: Rather a late arrival this year with no April records. First was 1 over Portknockie 4 May. Later, two 

records of single birds passing Lossie estuary on 13 May (also 1 there on 18 May) and at the Spey estuary, 1 

on 18 May and 2 on 26 May. 

The table below shows the spring arrival dates for the preceding ten years:  

 

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Date (April)  27
th
   14

th
    26

th
  22

nd
   23

rd
   22

nd
   27

th
   24

th
  22

nd
  21

st
  

 

Autumn: Extreme dates of passage were 6 Jul and 9 Sep when single birds were at the Spey estuary and 

Findhorn Bay respectively. Throughout this period 50 records were received from Binsness to the Spey 

estuary with a total of 159 birds although duplication of counts is a possibility. Twenty-six of these records 

were of single birds or in some cases birds heard but not seen and assumed to be singles. Largest flocks were 

all at the Spey estuary where two flocks of 12 and 25 on 3 Aug, 20 on 6 Aug, 18 on 10 Aug and 11 on 16 

Aug (MJHC).  
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Curlew  Numenius arquata  
Common breeder. Very common migrant and winter visitor. 

Breeding: First up-country were 2 Archiestown 14 Mar and there was a pre-breeding flock of 25 at 

Chapletown (Glenlivet) on 25 Mar. Four were displaying in the Aldunie area (Cabrach) on 9 Apr and 

display was also noted at Beatshach (Ben Rinnes) on 2 May with two birds still there 13 Jun. also up-

country were three pairs Carn Ghiubhais area 31 May. Nearer the coast, one pair Milltown airfield 14 Apr. 

Notable spring flocks were 104 near Milltown airfield 10 Mar and 169 near Loch Spynie 20 Apr. 

Post-breeding flocks of 100 or more in early summer/autumn included: 

July:  At the Spey estuary, 130 on 14
th 

& 24
th 

and 181 on 31
st
. At Findhorn Bay, 150 on 15

th
, 200 on 16

th
 & 

21
st
, 150 on 23

rd
 & 289 on 27

th
.       

August: Maximum at Findhorn Bay was c500 on 10
th
. At the Spey estuary, 210 on 20

th
 and 220 on 25

th
. A 

flock of 109 was in the fields west of Loch Spynie on 28
th
.    

September: Findhorn Bay maximum was c350 on 3
rd

. On or near the Spey estuary were 166 on the 5
th
, 349 

on 9
th
, 267 on 16

th
, 355 on 19

th
 and 145 on 22

nd
. At Mains of Gollachy (Keith) were 119 on 18

th
.          

 

Coastal winter maxima were: 

 

 Jan Feb  Oct Dec 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  191 220  64 177 

Findhorn Bay 309 349  213 228 

Burghead-Hopeman 22 29  2 84 

Lossiemouth  140 18  160 2 

Portgordon-Strathlene 38 9  47 7 

Counts of 100 or more from other locations, including inland, during this period were 151 Cloddach quarry 

22 Jan, with 265 there on 26 Feb. Near Loch Spynie were c100 on 31 Jan. During October there were 211 at 

Spey estuary on 4
th
 and 120 on Nairn beach on 8

th
. In November, 230 Findhorn Bay 7th and 118 Easter 

Calcots 23 Nov.  

 

Black- tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa 
Scarce migrant. 

Spring:  

At Findhorn Bay, 4 on 30 Apr (AJL), 24 on 12 May and 3 on 14 May (RHD).  

Autumn: 

Spey estuary: 3 on 21 Jul, a short-staying very large flock of 66 on 24 Jul and 8 on 28 Jul (MJHC). No 

others until 9 on 29 Aug (MJHC) and last one on 16 Sep (RP).  

Findhorn Bay: 4 on 27 Jul but no more until a large flock of 45 on 3 Sep (DMKS). Twelve on 12 Sep 

(GMcM) and up to 5 regularly through the rest of the month. No further records until 6 on 28 Oct.  

Lossie estuary: First was 1 on 17 Jul, followed by 1 on 24 Jul, 2 on 18 Sep, 4 on 12 Oct and 1 on 15 Oct 

(CAG, DAG). 

Montgrew (Keith): This is the only site where Black-tailed Godwits occur with any regularity. Birds were 

present almost continuously from 17 Aug until 10 Oct, usually up to 5 but 10 on 28-29 Aug and 13-14 on 

14-17 Sep (WMM et al.). 

The only other inland record was of a single bird flying over Loch Spynie 19 Sep (RMc). 

Winter:  

An unusual series of winter records in Findhorn Bay began in early November with 4 on 1
st
, 15 on 4

th
, 13 on 

5
th
, 6 on 9

th
 and 4 on 12

th
 (GMcM, RSC et al.). It seems likely that these birds overwintered as 2 were seen 

on 5 Dec (RSC) and 4 on 16 Dec (BE, FA). These are the first December records since 2005. 

 



Birds in Moray & Nairn 2012  
 

Page | 39 

 

 
   Black-tailed Godwits in Findhorn Bay, December 2012 (Photo: Richard Somers Cocks) 

 

Bar- tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica  

Common winter visitor and migrant. Small numbers in summer. 

Monthly maxima at main sites were: 

 

 Jan Feb  Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Nairn/Culbin Bar  110 56  nc nc nc 150 

Findhorn Bay 3 86  35 17 39 72 

Burghead/Hopeman 6 7  0 6 0 40 

Lossiemouth 2 6  15 13 7 2 

Outwith the above locations were 74 Nairn east beach 15 Sep and 77 Delnies 16 Sep.  

 

Another year of low numbers, the maximum of 150 at Nairn Bar on 16 Dec is down on 2011 and not much 

better than 2009 and 2010. The table below shows the maximum annual count at any site since 2002: 

 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

255 265 420 215 300 436 198 75 107 204 150 

 

During spring, 50 Nairn 14 Apr and 60 Culbin Bar 20 Apr.The last spring record was 1 Spey estuary 25 May 

and the first to return in autumn was a juvenile at Lossie estuary 8 Aug. 
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Turnstone  Arenaria interpres  
Common winter visitor, small numbers in summer. 

 

Winter monthly maxima at main sites were: 

 

 Jan Feb  Oct Dec 

Delnies - Nairn  16 8  14 6 

Nairn/Culbin Bar  54 5  0 12 

Findhorn  0 0  35 32 

Burghead bay 66 55  29 18 

Burghead-Hopeman 48 117  51 15 

Lossiemouth 2 15  c50 25 

Portgordon-Strathlene 168 149  117 128 

The count of 168 on 15 Jan is the highest count since 200 on the same coastal stretch during January 2003.  

In March, 45 Portgordon harbour on 18
th
. Very few on the Spey estuary over winter but a short-lived 

increase to 16 on 13 Mar and still 10 on 15 Mar ï then no more than 5 until late April. 

Spring: A brief but exceptional passage on the Spey estuary where a flock of 81 appeared on 22 Apr ï 70 

remained on 27 Apr and 63 the following day. In early May, 8 on 1
st
 and 4 on 11

th
 but no further records 

until late summer. Last in spring were 3 Nairn harbour 16 May. 

Summer-autumn: Assuming it ever left Moray & Nairn, the first back from the northern breeding grounds 

was a single bird still in breeding plumage at the Spey estuary on 18 Jul. Later in July, 2 Spey estuary 24
th
, 5 

flew west past Lossiemouth 24
th
 and 2 Findhorn 29

th
. During August, a steady increase at Findhorn to 30 by 

27
th
. The only other August count to exceed 10 was 19 flying west past Lossiemouth on 25

th
. In September, 

up to 36 Findhorn (on 7
th
) and 20 Nairn 16

th
.   

 

Knot  Calidris canutus  
Very common migrant and winter visitor. 

Winter maxima were: 

 

 Jan Feb  Oct Nov Dec 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  480 260  nc 90 900 

Findhorn Bay 240 221  96 83 146 

Lossiemouth 0 2  5 0 0 

This is the first year since 2003 that no counts exceeded 1000. Outwith the above locations, on 16 Dec, there 

were 600 on the shingle near Nairn harbour on a rising tide. It is however possible that this 600 may have 

formed part of the 900 counted on the same day at Nairn Bar. Also outwith the above dates was a notable 

300 at Burghead on 23 Mar. 

Only seven records during April & May, the last being 4 Findhorn Bay 28 May. First back from breeding 

grounds was 6 adults Spey estuary 24 Jul.  

Throughout August and September 66 records were received, 51 of which were in single figures. Counts of 

20 or more were: 

Aug:  62 Culbin Bar 18
th
, c40 Findhorn Bay 6

th
 (24 on 7

th
) and 21 Lossie estuary 29

th
. 

Sept:  At Findhorn Bay, 24 on 9
th
, c100 on 10

th
, 26 on 29

th
 and 30 on 30

th
. Also 33 Burghead 24

th
. 

 

Ruff  Calidris  pugnax 

Scarce autumn migrant, rare in spring. 

All records were in autumn.  

July:  1 Spey estuary 28
th
 (MJHC) and 1 Lossie estuary 28

th
 (RP).  

August: at the Spey estuary, 4 on 11
th
 (KLG), 3 on 15

th
 and 1 on 16

th
 & 20

th
 (MJHC). At the Lossie estuary, 

1 on 16
th
-17

th
 (ABa, DAG). At Findhorn Bay, 2 on 18

th
 (DAG) and 1 on 28

th
 (GMcM).  
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September: at Lossie estuary, 1 on 1
st
-2

nd
 (DPi,DAG,HF), 6

th
-10

th
 (HF,RP), a different individual on 9

th
 (RP) 

and the last of the year on the 18
th
 (CAG). At Spey estuary, 1 on 5

th
 (ABa) and 9

th
 (RP).   

 

Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea  
Scarce migrant. 

An unusual spring record of 1 Kingston 16 May (MJHC). This is only the eighth spring record in Moray & 

Nairn.  

Scarce in autumn when 1 Findhorn Bay 12-15 Aug (GMcM), 2 juveniles Spey estuary 29 Aug (MJHC), 1 

juvenile Spey estuary 9 Sep and 1 juvenile Lossie estuary 10 Sep (RP).  

No flock exceeding ten has been seen since 2008. 

 

 
Curlew Sandpiper, Lossie estuary September 2012 (Photo: Tony Backx) 

 

Temminckõs Stint  Calidris temminckii  
Rare migrant and occasional probable breeder. 

A single bird was present at Tugnet 18 May (MJHC). Since 1990 there have now been records in seven 

years - 1991, 1994, 1998, 2004, 2005, 2011 and 2012. 

 

Sanderling  Calidris alba  
Scarce migrant and fairly common but very localised winter visitor. 

Monthly maxima at the two best sites were: 

 

Winter-spring: 

 Jan Feb March April  May June 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  86 116 nc nc nc nc 

Lossiemouth 38 40 nc nc 37 19 
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Late summer-autumn: 

 July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  nc 16 nc 36 24 61 

Lossiemouth 15 57 11 59 30 40 

The last birds recorded prior to heading north to breeding grounds were 19 Lossiemouth east beach on the 

very late date of 21 Jun ï presumably held up by adverse weather conditions for migration. Very hard to be 

certain whether 36 Cullen beach 3 Jul were even later, or the first to be seen on return migration. 

 

Dunlin  Calidris alpina  
Scarce breeder, very common migrant and winter visitor. 

Breeding: No records were received from potential breeding grounds. 

 

Winter monthly maxima at the main sites were: 

 Jan Feb  Oct Nov Dec 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  354 900  0 nc 468 

Findhorn Bay 2180 2100  500 400 1000 

Lossiemouth 127 200  28 nc 148 

 

Spring passage not easy to pinpoint, but in May at Findhorn Bay there were 50+ on the 10
th
, 11

th
, 12

th
 & 14

th
 

and 100+ on the 15
th
 & 16

th
, the numbers then reducing but with a peak of c200 on the 26

th
. At the Spey 

estuary, few until 15 on 8 May and a peak of 44 on 16 May and up to 26 for the rest of May. Few in June 

when 15 on 18
th
 was exceptional.           

 

Autumn passage (July-September): 

Fluctuating numbers throughout this period; Findhorn Bay held most in September, Lossie estuary in August 

and Spey estuary in July.  

Findhorn Bay: Surprisingly scarce, often fewer than 10. Monthly maxima were 6 on 25 Jul, 10 on 23 Aug 

and 55 on 22 Sep.                            

Lossiemouth: Thirty-nine records received with monthly maxima of 7 on 28
 
Jul, 42 on 28

 
Aug and 20 on 10

 

Sep.  

Spey estuary: In July, 10 on 2
nd

-6
th
, 21 on 9

th
, 31 on 14

th
 and 41 on 23

rd
. A large influx late in July brought 

185 on 26
th
, 200 on 27

th
 and a peak of 338 on 28

th
. Then only 20-30 until mid August when another marked 

passage took place, with 65 on 15
th
-16

th
 and 56 on 20

th
-22

nd
. Down to 21 by 29

th
 and a similar number was 

present throughout September. 

 

Purple Sandpiper  Calidris maritima  
Common winter visitor. 

Main winter site maxima were: 

 January-March October-December 

Burghead-Hopeman 7 2 

Lossiemouth 73 65 

Portgordon-Strathlene 47 39 

Elsewhere, 3 Nairn 12 Feb and 16 Dec, 4 Portknockie 19 Feb and 2 Culbin Bar 19 Dec. 

 

The highest counts at the main sites were in April when 87 on Lossiemouth harbour wall on 4
th
 and 56 

Buckpool (part of the Portgordon-Strathlene coast) on 7
th
.  

The last spring record was 1 Burghead 12 May and the first in autumn was 1 Lossiemouth north pier 20 Sep. 
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Purple Sandpipers [with a Turnstone], Buckpool December 2012 (Photo: Martin Cook)  

 

Little Stint  Calidris minuta  
Very scarce migrant, mostly in autumn. 

Spring: Only one spring record ï 1 Findhorn Bay 28 May (RHD).  

Autumn: At the Spey estuary in mid August, 2 on 15
th
-16

th
 and 1 on 17

th
-18

th
 (MJHC,ABa,FA). Elsewhere, 

1 Netherton lagoon (on the south side of Findhorn Bay) 22 Aug (RHD), 2 Lossie estuary 29 Aug (CAG) and 

2 Findhorn Bay 9 Sep (AJL). 

 

Pectoral Sandpiper  Calidris melanotos  
Rare visitor. 

On 8 Sep a juvenile was on the Netherton pool, on the south side of Findhorn Bay (DMP). Another juvenile 

remained at Montgrew pool (Keith) between 15-26 Sep (RM, WMM, RP et al.). These represent the 10
th
 & 

11
th
 records for Moray & Nairn.  The previous records have been at Findhorn Bay July 1967, Kingston 

October 1986, Lossiemouth September 1988, Findhorn Bay May 1990, Montgrew September 1999, 

Kingston July 2000, Lhanbryde September 2000, Kingston July 2005 and Miltonduff pool August 2005. 
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   Pectoral Sandpiper, Montgrew September 2012 (Tony Backx) 

 

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos  
Common summer visitor and breeder. 

Arrival: First was inland on the Spey at Aberlour on the early date of 10 Apr, followed a few days later at 

the coast by 2 Spey estuary 16 Apr. A single bird was at Cloddach quarry 22 Apr and two were at the River 

Nairn in Nairn on 28 Apr. 

 

The first arrival dates since 2002 were: 

 

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Date (April)  17
th
  18

th
  18

th
  17

th
  23

rd
  15

th
  20

th
  9

th
  17

th
  12

th
  

 

Breeding: Along the lower River Spey from the mouth to Garmouth viaduct, birds were present between 3 

May-6 Jul and breeding was confirmed on the Kingston side of the estuary on 6 Jul where there was one pair 

with a newly fledged juvenile. Breeding activity was also indicated on 22 Jun at Garmouth viaduct, where 4 

birds were showing territorial behaviour. Upstream between Boat oô Brig-St. Maryôs, singles or pairs were 

noted at six locations on 22 May. Two were on the lower reaches of the River Findhorn on 5 Jun, 2 on the 

River Nairn in Nairn on 28 Apr and, up-country along the Drynachan valley, there were two pairs displaying 

on the river shingles on 29 Apr and two pairs at the same location on 20 May. On óstillô freshwaters, 1 

Dallachy tip pool 18 May and single birds (presumably on passage) were at Loch Spynie on 12, 18 & 22 

May. At Cloddach quarry there were three pairs on 9 Jun.  

Post breeding assemblage was most noticeable on the Spey estuary where 24 on 29 Jun and 42 on 2
 
Jul 

(MJHC) ï the highest count of the year. Subsequent July counts on the estuary were 14 on 6
th
, 22 on 9

th
, 23 

on 14
th
, 25 on 15

th
, 20 on 21

st
, 10 on 22

nd
 and 22 on 24

th
. Between 28 Jul-6 Aug, 6-8 remained but only 

single birds thereafter until the last on 19 Aug. The last record from inland was of 2 at Cloddach quarry on 

10 Aug.  
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Dates for ólast record of the yearô have fluctuated greatly over recent years:   

2002 2003 *2004 *2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

26 Sep  25 Aug 5 Sep  16 Oct  14 Sep  2 Sep 21 Sep  4 Sep  31 Jul  28 Sep  

* During the November of 2004 & 2005, on the Spey near Fochabers, there were records of what was 

presumed to be an over-wintering bird. 

 

Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus  
Very scarce migrant, rare in winter. 

The only record this year was of one at Findhorn Bay 11 Aug (RHD). 

 

Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus  
Very scarce migrant. 

The over-wintering bird, first recorded at Lossie estuary on 19 Nov 2011, remained on the estuary until 9 

May (DAG, CAG et al.). A first-winter bird, it began to develop signs of breeding plumage from 8 Apr 

onwards.  

One autumn record, of a juvenile bird also at Lossie estuary on 18 Aug (DAG, RP, ABa). 

 

 
   Spotted Redshank, Lossie estuary April 2012 (Photo: Tony Backx) 

 

Greenshank  Tringa nebularia  
Scarce migrant, very scarce in winter. 

Spring (late March ï June):  

First were on 1 Apr when 1 over Lossiemouth and 1 Cloddach quarry. Also in April , 1 Spey estuary 13
th
 and 

1 Lossie estuary 21
st
. During May, 1 Lossie estuary 5

th
-9

th
 and 2 Findhorn Bay 14

th
. Last in spring were 2 

Findhorn Bay 10 Jun.  

Late summer-autumn (July-October):  
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Findhorn Bay: Recorded on 15 dates between 5
 
Aug-14

 
Oct. Best counts were 5 on 22 Aug and 7 on 25 Aug 

(on the pool at the Netherton edge of the bay) (GMcM, RHD).   

Lossie estuary: Recorded on 16 dates between 5
 
Aug- 3

rd
 Oct. Mostly 1-2 but 3 on 22 Aug.   

Spey estuary: First was 1 on 21 Jul but no more until 6 Aug. Regularly present thereafter until 6 Sep. 

Usually only a single bird but 2 between 25 Aug-3 Sep.   

Inland, 1 Cloddach quarry 4
 
Aug and at Loch Spynie (flying over), 4 on 23 Aug, 2 on 26 & 28

 
Aug and 1 on 

8 Oct.  

Winter: A single bird, seen in Findhorn Bay on 7 & 11 Nov and 2 Dec (ISS, DAG) , looked set to over-

winter. 

 

Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola  
Very scarce migrant. 

One spring record, 2 Spey estuary 26 May (MJHC). In late summer, 1 Spey estuary 8-16 Aug (MJHC, ABa, 

KLG) is likely to refer to a single individual.  

 

Redshank  Tringa totanus  
Scarce breeder, very common migrant and winter visitor. 

Breeding: A breeding pair was found on the marsh near the Mosset burn on the south side of Findhorn Bay 

on 26 May (GMcM). Only two records received from up-country, a pair displaying near Upper Howbog 

(Cabrach) 9 Apr (ISS) and 1 Aberlour 27 Apr (AE). 

Spring (March-early June):  

Findhorn Bay: large fluctuation in numbers through the period. Peak numbers of 200-300 were present 

during 27 Mar-17 Apr.  

Lossie estuary: usually less than 10 but 23 on 29 Mar and 45 on 10 Apr. 

Spey estuary: only very small numbers (maximum 8 on 15 Mar) and no evidence of passage. 

Elsewhere, 19 Portgordon harbour 18 Mar, 20 Delnies 9 Apr and 30 Nairn 14 Apr. Just inland, two birds 

flew over Loch Spynie 15 Apr. 

Late summer/autumn (Late June-September):  

Findhorn Bay: between 18 Jun-29 Sep, 83 records were received. As in spring the numbers were fluctuating, 

however counts of 300 and above were recorded on 16 dates between 8 Aug-27 Sep. Highest counts, in the 

region of 400, were during September on 4
th
, 9

th
, 12

th
 & 22

nd
.  

Lossie estuary: counts also fluctuated with monthly maxima of 30 on 25 Jul, 33 on 18 Aug and 37 on 5 Sep. 

Spey estuary: seldom more than 5 but short-lived influxes of passage birds resulted in 12 on 9 Jul, 25 on 18 

Jul, 39 on 24 Aug and 21 on 29 Aug. 

Elsewhere, 30 Nairn 15-16 Sep. At Portgordon harbour, 14 on 4 Sep and 27 on 6 Sep. Inland, 1 Montgrew 

(Keith) on 1 & 17 Sep. 

 

Winter: Monthly maxima at the coast were: 

 

 Jan Feb  Oct Dec 

Nairn/Culbin Bars  77 77  0 56 

Findhorn Bay 388 599  c470 464 

Burghead-Hopeman 16 37  37 19 

Lossiemouth 24 58  48 64 

Portgordon-Strathlene 50 51  45 46 

Also, in Findhorn Bay, counts on twelve November days exceeded 100, including a maximum of 327 on the 

21
st
.  
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Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus  
Scarce migrant and winter visitor. 

Over the last three years there have been very few records, of small numbers of birds, and 2012 follows that 

trend with only five reports, each of single birds: at Nairn Bar on 15 Jan (DCJ), at Kingsteps on 22 Jan 

(RHD), at Cloddach quarry on 5 Feb (FA), at Nairn Bar on 22 Feb (DCJ) and a much later spring bird at the 

Spey estuary on 22 Apr (MJHC).  

 

Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola  
Common resident breeder, migrant and winter visitor. 

Early winter: 1 Nairn/Culbin Bar 9 Feb and 3 up-country at Knock of Gownie 14 Feb. 

Breeding: First roding noted Carron 13 Mar; also at Muiry Wood (Forres) 25 May and the last roding at 

Newbold (Forres) 16 Jul. Elsewhere, a pair at Aldroughty 31 Mar. 

Autumn/winter: 1 Duffus 7 Nov, 1 Hill of Spynie 10 Nov, 2 Kinloss 20 Nov, 1 Roseisle Forest 6 Dec and 1 

up-country at Auchinhandoch (Dufftown) 8 Dec. 

 

Snipe  Gallinago gallinago  
Common breeder and migrant. 

Breeding: Drumming heard at Archiestown on 21 & 24 Mar, 27 Apr & 9
 
May - also noted at Ladderfoot 

(Glenlivet) 24
 
Mar and calling at Stronachavie (Tomintoul) on 29

 
Apr. Three pairs Carn Ghiubhais area 31 

May. During March and April, birds in potential breeding grounds in the costal fringe were at Cran Loch, 

Loch Loy, Kingston and the north-east fen at Loch Spynie. 

Winter-spring: only a small number of records received during early winter ï 1 Cloddach quarry 8 Jan, 3 

Nairn Bar 15 Jan (and 6 on 12 Feb) and birds present at Cran Loch & Loch Loy 13 Jan.  

Autumn-winter: Present Spey estuary July-November where maximum 9 on 9 Oct. Inland at Montgrew, 

present 13 Aug-28 Sep with best counts being 16 on 13 Aug and 18 on 16 & 18 Aug. Present Cran Loch 9 

Sep, singles at Findhorn Bay 30 Oct & 4
 
Nov, and 3 Netherton farm 30 Nov. An excellent count of 28 was at 

Chapelton (Forres) 25 Nov. An unusual winter record from up-country was 1 Suie (Glenlivet) 21 Oct (AE). 

The only December record was 2 Nairn Bar on 16
th
. 

 

Pomarine Skua  Stercorarius pomarinus  
Very scarce migrant offshore in summer and autumn, rare in winter. 

A very poor year with only one record - a single bird flying east past Lossiemouth 13 Oct (RP).  

 

Arctic Skua  Stercorarius parasiticus  
Fairly common migrant in summer and autumn. 

The annual total was a maximum of 60 birds, an average year. Estimated monthly totals were: 

 

Jul Aug Sep Oct 

7 41 10 2 

 

Spring: No spring records were received in 2012. 

Summer: In July, seven birds were recorded on five dates off Portknockie, Spey Bay and Lossiemouth. 

Autumn: In August, records centred on Lossiemouth where 38 birds were recorded on seven dates, peaking 

at 17 on 25
th
 (DAG) and 8 on 30

th
 (DAG, ABa). Birds were also sighted from Burghead and Strathlene. In 

September, records comprised ten birds on five dates, with Lossiemouth again dominating records. Counts 

peaked at 6 on 12
th
 (DAG). Two single birds were noted off Lossiemouth in October with the last record of 

the year being one flying west on 27
th
 (RP). 
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Great Skua  Stercorarius skua  
Fairly common migrant in summer and autumn.  

The annual total was a maximum of 86 individuals, a good year. Estimated monthly totals were: 

 

 

May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 

2 1 6 22 52 3 

 

Spring: First, in May, was one off Hopeman on 3
rd

 (A Ba) and another off Burghead two days later. 

Summer: In June, one was off Portknockie on 19
th
, whilst in July there were five birds on four dates off 

Lossiemouth and another record from Portknockie. 

Autumn: In August, most were reported off Lossiemouth with 20 birds on eight dates. On Aug 12, one was 

seen to attack, drown and then eat a juvenile Herring Gull (DAG). In September all records were from 

Lossiemouth (five dates) bar a single off Burghead on 24
th
; the peak count of the year occurred on 18 Sep 

when 32 flew west past Lossiemouth in 30 mins (RP). In October, 2 off Lossiemouth 8
th
 and, last of the 

year, 1 flew west past Nairn on 14
th
 (GP). 

 

Puffin  Fratercula arctica  
Very scarce offshore. 

A poor year with only one record ï a single bird off Portknockie on 19 Jun (LSi). In recent years there have 

been just two records in 2011, four in 2010, one in 2009 and five in 2008. It is very likely that Puffins are 

more numerous offshore in summer than these few records suggest, but they pass offshore at a distance 

where they are not identified. 

 

Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle  
Scarce breeder and scarce offshore. 

Breeding: Highest counts of adults on the sea below breeding cliffs were 29 Tronach Head 18 Apr (MJHC) 

and 24 Portknockie 3 May (LSi). Breeding was confirmed at Tronach Head on 3 Jul when a brood of two 

was ringed in the usual crevice (MJHC). Many other pairs are clearly breeding unseen in cliff crevices. 

Away from breeding areas, only records of 1-2 birds at Buckie (Dec), Burghead (Oct, Dec), Culbin Bar 

(Dec), Findhorn (Dec) and Lossiemouth (Aug, Oct, Nov, Dec). Storm-weakened birds were in Buckie and 

Burghead harbours in late December. 

 

 
 

 

Black Guillemots in Buckie [left] and Burghead harbours, December 2012 (Photos: Martin Cook, Gordon 

Biggs) 
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Razorbill  Alca torda  
Scarce breeder, very common offshore. 

Breeding: The colony at Portknockie continues to grow, with 64 adults on the cliffs on 3 May and 58 on 19 

June. A minimum of six chicks were counted on 26 Jun. (MJHC, LSi). 

At Tronach Head, 2 adults were seen on 18 Apr (MJHC) and a pair was on the stack on 20 May (RMu) ï 

clearly a potential new breeding site. 

Away from breeding areas, counts above 30 included 30+ Burghead Bay 15 Mar, 97 Spey Bay 26 Mar and 

40 Burghead 22 Aug. Off Tugnet in August were 55 (including some adults with juveniles) on 8
th
, 41 on 

20
th
, 48 on 24

th
 and 38 on 31

st
. 

 

Little Auk  Alle alle  
Very scarce visitor in autumn and winter. Occasionally more numerous. 

Another poor year, although an improvement on the two records in 2011. Noteworthy mid-winter records 

included 6 off Burghead 1 Jan (RHD) and 1 Burghead Bay 12 Feb (KHo). More typically, in late autumn, 

were 1 flying east past Portgordon 18 Oct (DGD), 2 west past Nairn 22 Oct (DMKS) and 1 at Burghead 

harbour entrance on 29 Oct (ABa). As is often the case with this species, one was found dead on Cullen 

beach 20 Nov (WMM). Rather luckier was the bird brought into a Roseisle house by a cat 11 Dec ï it was 

unharmed and flew away strongly when released (HBar).  

 

 
Little Auk, Burghead harbour October 2012 (Photo: Tony Backx) 

 

Guillemot  Uria aalge  
Very common offshore. 

Seven birds were close in off Portknockie cliffs on 19 Jun but none were ashore and there was no suggestion 

of breeding (MJHC). 

The only counts to exceed 30 were c.200 off Findhorn 11 Aug and 30+ Burghead 2 Sep. On 14 Sep, 25 birds 

were found dead on the beach between Roseisle Forest picnic site and Burghead harbour slipway (ABa). 

 

Little Tern  Sterna albifrons  
Very scarce summer visitor and rare breeder. 

First of the year were 3 Spey estuary 27 Apr (MJHC). The third earliest return date in Moray & Nairn after 

25 Apr 2006 and 26 Apr 2009. 

Breeding: On the river shingles at Garmouth, were 2 adults on 18 May and an adult appeared to feed a 

concealed incubating bird on 26 May but there was no further indication of breeding (MJHC). No Little 

Terns were recorded on Lossiemouth east beach, or on the shingle beach bordering Lossie Forest.  
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Adults were briefly numerous on the Spey estuary in July when 1 on 7
th
, 11 adults on 9

th
, 5 on 13

th
, 13 on 

14
th
 and, last of the year, 1 on 21

st
.  

Black Tern  Chilidonias niger  
Very scarce visitor in summer and autumn 

After a blank year in 2011, two were recorded in 2012. An adult was at the mouth of the River Spey at 

Tugnet on 6-7 Jun (BS, MJHC) and a juvenile at Findhorn on 30 Aug (DMP).  

 

 
           Black Tern at the mouth of the River Spey, June 2012 (Photo: Benedict Stewart) 

 

Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis  
Very common summer visitor and occasional breeder. 

Arrival: The first record of the year was one flying west past Lossiemouth on 18 Mar (DAG), an 

exceptionally early bird and the earliest on record in Moray & Nairn. Other March birds included 1 

Burghead Bay 23
rd

, 4 Lossiemouth 26
th
 and 6 Findhorn 31

st
. First arrival dates in the last ten years have been 

as follows: 

 

 

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

26 Mar 28 Mar 1 Apr 1 Apr 31 Mar 3 Apr 22 Mar 25 Mar 27 Mar 18 Mar 
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The main series of arrivals followed from the first week of April onwards, when birds were widely spread 

along the coast, including 70 Nairn 14 Apr. 

Breeding: No breeding in 2012. Breeding was last confirmed in Moray & Nairn in 2005. 

First juveniles with adults from colonies outwith Moray & Nairn were noted from late June. Counts above 

200 were all in August, including 239 Spey estuary 10
th
 and c.230 Burghead 22

nd
. At Findhorn, c.200 on 

17
th
 rising to c.280 on 18

th
, c.200 on 21

st 
and a peak of 450+ on 22

nd
, falling again to 290 on 27

th
. 

Small numbers lingered into October, the last sighting of the year being 1 Nairn 22 Oct. 

 

Half-monthly maximum counts of flocks on the shore at Findhorn, Lossie estuary and Spey estuary in July-

September were: 

 

 early Jul late Jul early Aug late Aug early Sep late Sep 

Findhorn  1 150 175 450 40 10 

Lossie estuary 0 0 21 25 2 5 

Spey estuary 1 6 239 105 25 4 

 

Elsewhere, 230 Burghead beach 22 Aug and 120 Culbin Bar 18 Aug.  

No large passage movements observed in autumn, best being 25 flying west past Lossiemouth in one hour 

on 4 Sep. 

  

Common Tern  Sterna hirundo  
Summer visitor and fairly common breeder. 

Arrival: One was at the Spey estuary on 19 Apr, a typical date. 

Breeding: At Loch Spynie, there were at least 15 apparently occupied nests on the platforms, with 11 

feathered chicks on 10 Jul, 7 fledged/nearly fledged young (and 2 downy young) on 5 Aug and 6 well-grown 

young on 23 Aug (CAG, DAG, RP, MJHC, IFr). On the Spey river shingles at Garmouth, at least six pairs 

nested but the colony was washed out by high river levels on 24 Jun (MJHC). Further inland, one pair bred 

at Cloddach quarry (DAG, CAG, FA) but no young were reared. On the Spey at Aberlour, 1-2 adults were 

seen on three dates in May, and there were 4 on 7 Jul, but no evidence of breeding (AE). Another pair was 

on the Spey at Dipple on 12 May (MJHC).  

Numerous on the Lossie estuary in mid August when 23 on 16
th
, 88 on 17

th
, 60 on 18

th
 and 40 on 20

th
.  Last 

of the year were 7 Nairn 12 Sep. 

 

Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea  
Summer visitor and fairly common breeder. 

Arrival: First returning bird was one at the Spey estuary on 13 Apr. 

Breeding: On the Spey river shingles at Garmouth on 15 Jun were at least 40 visible nests with a total of 53 

pairs (MJHC). Sadly the colony was washed out by the river in spate on 24 Jun and no young were reared. 

On the Lossie Forest foreshore, c20 pairs probably bred (50 adults there on 5 Jun (DAG) but the colony was 

deserted at the egg stage. At the ex-RAF base at Kinloss, c30 adults were seen briefly around the former 

breeding site but there was no evidence of a breeding attempt in 2012 (AJL). 

Large numbers of ócommicô (Common or Arctic) terns were present at the Spey estuary in late June and July 

e.g. 182 on 29 Jun, 120 on 9 Jul, 185 on 21 Jul and a peak of 280 on 24 Jul (MJHC) - the vast majority of 

these were Arctic Terns. Only one juvenile was noted, which must have originated elsewhere in view of the 

complete breeding failure in Moray & Nairn in 2012.   

 

Sabineõs Gull  Xema sabini  
Rare migrant. 

An adult flew west past Lossiemouth with a group of Kittiwakes on 15 Sep (DAG) and a juvenile flew west 

past the same site on 8 Oct (RP). These are the 13
th
 and 14

th
 records for Moray and Nairn.  
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Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla  
Very common breeder and migrant. 

Breeding: An increase at both the Covesea and Portknockie colonies in 2012, continuing the upward trend of 

apparently occupied nests (AON) at both of these sites. There were 590 AON (with good numbers of chicks) 

at Covesea 20-21 Jun (MJHC). This represents a substantial increase over 2011, and numbers here are now 

the largest ever recorded. On 19 Jun, 365 AON at Portknockie included some with small young (MJHC). 

Numbers of AON in the past 10 years at these colonies are as follows: 

 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Covesea 347 397 302 437 474 420 468 535 540 590 

Portknockie 122 109 158 246 238 263 332 355 360 365 

 

Peak passage counts offshore this year were in late summer/autumn as is typical for this species. Counts 

over 200 comprised c.500 at Findhorn 11 Aug (RHD), c.250 Findhorn 22 Aug (GMcM) and 288 past 

Lossiemouth 4 Sep (RP). 

 

Black- headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridib undus 
Fairly common resident breeder and very common winter visitor 

Breeding: Numbers were slightly up at Loch Spynie, with about ten nests on the platform in late May 

(MJHC, RP) and 10 chicks on 11 Jun (CAG). Elsewhere, 20+ nests at Loch Dallas 21 May (RMu). 

Counts of 100 or more included c.100 Loch Spynie 15 Jan, 146 Cooper Park pond (Elgin) 19 Feb, c.125 

Lossie estuary 3 Aug, c.450 Findhorn Bay 11 Jul and 123 Loch Spynie 11 Nov. 

 

Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus  minutus 
Very scarce visitor. 

Only two records. A juvenile was on the river shingles at Kingston on 25 Aug (MJHC) and it (or another) 

was on the Lossie estuary on 29 Aug (DAG, RP). 

 

Mediterranean Gull  Larus melanocephalus  
Very scarce visitor. 

After no records in 2011, one or possibly two individuals in 2012 continued the recent trend of increased 

sightings of this attractive gull. An adult was at Burghead on 26 Sep (ABa) and probably the same bird was 

seen at Burghead on 7 Oct (AMcN). An adult at Lossiemouth on 1 Oct (DTa, RW) may relate to the same 

wandering individual or to a separate bird. 

 

 
      Adult Mediterranean Gull, Burghead October 2012 (Photo: Al McNee) 



Birds in Moray & Nairn 2012  
 

Page | 53 

 

Common Gull  Larus canus  
Very common resident breeder and winter visitor. 

Breeding: The colony at Tips of Corsemaul held 500 pairs 23 May (WRPB) and some 450 birds were 

dispersed over the Hill of Macklea colony at Glass 2 May (IFr). At Dunearn Lodge, 242 birds were at 

colony on 3 Jun (MJHC). Elsewhere up country, five pairs were at Balvenie distillery 27 May, a pair at 

Glenfiddich distillery the same day and a pair at Dipple 12 May. At the coast, approximately 30 pairs bred 

on river shingle at Garmouth golf course with many mobile young noted in mid June.  

In Elgin, c.60 adults were noted over the Elgin cemetery breeding site at Linkwood 19 Jun, with seven 

broods or clutches at this site on this date and 22 Jun. Another clutch was at The Oaks (Elgin) on the latter 

date.  

Flock counts in excess of 400 away from breeding areas included 400 attending ploughing at Maryfield 13 

Mar and c.1400 Findhorn Bay 11 Jul (the highest count of the year). On the Spey estuary in autumn were 

420 on 9 Sep, 486 on 16 Sep, 430 Tugnet on 7 Nov and 750 on 9 Nov. 

 

Lesser Black - backed Gull  Larus fuscus  
Summer visitor and scarce breeder. Very scarce in winter. 

Wintering: Recorded in both winter periods. In the first winter period, 1 adult was at Loch Spynie 5 & 11 

Feb (DAG). Although this may have been an early returning bird, there has been an adult in the 

Lossiemouth/Loch Spynie area in the winter period in recent years and it is tempting to speculate that a 

returning individual is involved, and accounted for this sighting. 

In the second winter period, a single bird was on the Lossie estuary 2 Dec (DAG). 

Arrival: Other than the potential early returning bird at Loch Spynie in early Feb, first arrivals were noted in 

early March when 1 Lossie estuary 2
nd

, 3 Loch Oire 3
rd

, 1 Tugnet 3
rd

 and 1 Binsness 4
th
. 

Breeding: About 10 apparently occupied nests were found around the Moycroft industrial estate (Elgin) on 

26 May (RP) and one pair bred on Bow Fiddle Rock (Portknockie) (MJHC, LSi). 

Largest counts of the year were 67 Kingston 2 Jul, 63 Pluscarden 13 Apr and 41 Lossie estuary 8 Jun.  

After a blank year in 2011, birds showing the characteristics of the race L.f.intermedius were at Lossie 

estuary in June with one present on 3
rd

 and two on 18
th
 (RP). 

Probable hybrid gulls, assumed to be of Lesser Black-backed Gull x Herring Gull parentage were seen on 

the Lossie estuary between mid April and late August. These birds superficially resemble Yellow-legged 

Gull, although subtle differences are present in structure, bare parts colouration and wing pattern. Their 

presence seems to coincide with the movements of Lesser black-backed Gulls.  

Five different adults and a third year bird were recorded in the spring/early summer, with another adult in 

late August relating to one of these birds or another individual. Two of these birds are likely to be returning 

birds from previous years (one first recorded in 2007 and has a twisted right leg, another first recorded in 

2009 and has a stump leg) (RP). 

Elsewhere another probable hybrid adult was at Pluscarden 13 Apr (RP) although Yellow-legged Gull 

Larus michahellis  could not be eliminated in this case. 

 

Herring Gull  Larus argentatus  
Very common resident breeder and winter visitor. 

Breeding: 62 apparently occupied nests were found around the Moycroft industrial estate (Elgin) on 26 May 

(RP), a pair had two young in Land Street, Elgin on 11 Jul (RP) and two pairs were nesting on roofs near 

Buckie High School on 11 Jul (MJHC).  

Monthly maximum counts on the Lossie estuary were as follows: 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

150 104 17 92 150 c.1300 123 823 c.850 300 292 64 
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Elsewhere, counts over 750 were c.1000 Loch Spynie 15 Jan (and 891 there 3 Feb) and 770 Kingston 31 Jul. 

On 3 Mar, 1369 were on Loch Oire and c.2000 were simultaneously at the nearby Lhanbryde pig farm 

giving a total for the area of 3000-3500 birds. 

Probable hybrid gulls, assumed to be of Lesser Black-backed Gull x Herring Gull parentage were seen on 

the Lossie estuary between mid April and late August (see Lesser black-backed Gull section). 

 

Iceland Gull  Larus glaucoides  
Very scarce winter visitor. 

As always with this species, duplication is impossible to discount fully as mobile individuals around the 

coastal strip may relate to more than one sighting. Observers are requested to note the ages of individuals 

involved, and whether birds are considered the same or different to any others seen around the same period 

to assist in obtaining a full picture of the number of individuals seen.  

A good year, difficult to ascertain the exact number of birds but perhaps 15-18 individuals were involved. 

Buckie:   A 2
nd

 winter bird between 13-24 Jan (HC). 

Clochan: An adult 10 Mar and a 1
st
 summer bird 23-27 Apr (MJHC, HC). 

Loch Oire/Urquhart: An adult was present from 2011 into 2012, remaining in the Loch Oire/Urquhart area 

until mid April (many obs). A different adult was present from 3-13 Mar (RP). A 1
st 

winter bird was present 26 Feb - 1 Apr (many obs).  

Loch Spynie: A 3
rd

 winter bird was present between 5 Jan-15 Apr (many obs) and an adult was 

present 14 Jan-10 Feb (CAG, DAG) with it or another adult on 29-30 Mar (CAG). A 

2
nd

 winter bird was present on just one date, 21 Jan (DAG). 

Lossie estuary:  A 1
st
 winter bird was recorded 5 Jan (ABa). An adult on 5 Feb (CAG) was possibly 

the same as the bird at Loch Spynie around this time. On 28 Apr a 3
rd

 winter bird was 

present (A Ba) - potentially the long staying bird at Loch Spynie which was last seen 

in mid April. 

Nairn:   A 2
nd

 winter bird was seen 19 Jan (ABa), and a bird of an unspecified age on 14  

   Apr (GHa). 

Tugnet: A 1
st
 winter bird was noted 6 Jan and another on 28 Feb (MJHC). On 3 Mar, a 3

rd
 

winter bird was present (DAG). 

In the summer months, an unseasonal 1
st
 summer bird was at Urquhart on 13 Jun (EH), possibly the 1

st
 

winter bird seen in the Loch Oire/Urquhart area earlier in the year which had gone unnoticed for a while. 

In the second winter period the only sighting received was an adult at Loch Oire on 30 Dec (RP).  

 

Glaucous Gull  Larus hyperboreus  
Very scarce winter visitor. 

A slight return to form for this species with five individuals recorded in 2012, after a few lean years.  

In the first winter period, the 1
st
 winter bird at Burghead from late 2011 remained in the area until late 

January (many obs). A different 1
st
 winter bird was also at the Scarffbanks farm entrance adjacent to Loch 

Spynie on 28 Jan (RP).  A 1
st
 winter on Loch Oire 31 Mar (RP) was easily attributed to being a separate 

individual however on account of its small size.  

In the second winter period, two 1
st
 winter birds were together on the Lossie estuary on 15-16 Dec (RP).  
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Iceland Gull in Buckie harbour, January 2012 (Photo: Hugh Clarke) 

 

Great Black - backed Gull  Larus marinus  
Scarce resident breeder and common visitor. 

Breeding: The only reports of breeding were three pairs on the cliffs at Portknockie 19 Jun (one of which 

had young and another was on eggs) and a pair with one chick at Tronach Head 23 Jun (MJHC). 

Good numbers noted this year, especially at the Lossie and Spey estuaries in autumn.  On the Lossie estuary 

numbers peaked at 642 on 27 Sep (RP) whilst at the Spey, numbers peaked at 560 on 12 Oct (MJHC). These 

estuaries are only about 10 km apart and the extent of interchange between these two flocks is uncertain. 

Maximum monthly counts were: 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Lossie estuary 30 13 13 53 55 64 30 204 642 201 86 56 

Spey estuary 49 50 28 76 64 60 240 140 259 560 75 10 

The only other coastal count to exceed 50 was 85 Strathlene 25 Aug. 

Unusually numerous in the winter periods at Loch Spynie e.g. 73 on 6 Jan, 20 on 12 Feb, 40 on 13 Mar and 

52 on 30 Dec. 

 

Feral Pigeon  Columba livia  
Very common resident breeder. 

Largest flocks reported were 170 Buckie shipyard 14 Oct, 155 Lossiemouth harbour 4 Dec and 125 Elgin 31 

Aug.   
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Stock Dove  Columba oenas 
Scarce resident breeder. 

Breeding season: Records in the period late March-July included 2 Beatshach (Ben Rinnes) 18 May, 9 

Darkland 29 May, 1 Dipple 12 May, 2 Findhorn Bay 23 Apr, 2 Kinloss 25 Jun, 2 Loch Spynie 12 May and 2 

Torrieston 13 Apr.  

Autumn/winter records from additional localities were 1 Arradoul 6 Nov, 3 Milltown airfield 3 Feb, 1 

Nether Birnie 2 Jan, 1 Tugnet 9 Sep and 7 Urquhart 8 Nov.  

 

Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus 
Very common resident breeder. 

Flocks of 300 or more were 1500 Darkland/Woodside 15 Dec, 550 Dryburn (Dallachy) 15 Dec, 500 Loch 

Spynie 5 Dec, 450 Burnside of Enzie 13 Dec and 300 Broadley (Clochan) 2 Dec. 

Song reported as early as 1 Jan (Kingston) and as late (or early for 2013) as 26 Dec (Garmouth). A recently-

fledged juvenile was at Linkwood (Elgin) on 17 Oct. 

 

Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto  
Very common resident breeder. 

The population continues at a relatively low level compared with former years. The only count to exceed 

nine was 14 Clochan 22 Jan. 

Maximum counts since 1986 have been: 

 
1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

35 26 41 35 22 38 52 66 25 100 

 
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

22 24 26 17 31 32 17 19 20 22 

 
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

16 11 14 11 22 20 14 

 

Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus 
Summer visitor and fairly common breeder. 

Arrival: No April reports. First song, in May, was heard at Archiestown on 1
st
, Glenlivet on 6

th
, Ben Rinnes 

on 7
th
 and Lossie Forest on 9

th
.  

Subsequently seen or heard at Aitnoch (May), Clochan (May), Cloddach (Jun), Coltfield (May), Cullen 

(May), Dava (Jun), Dufftown (May), Dunphail (May), Findhorn (Jun), Glenlatterach (May), Kinloss (May), 

Knauchland (Rothiemay) (Jun), Highland Boath (May), St. Maryôs (Orton) (May) and Waterford (Forres) 

(Aug).   

 

Barn Owl  Tyto alba  
Scarce resident breeder. 

After two severe winters, 2011-12 was rather less harsh and there was a small, but welcome, increase in 

records during the April-July breeding season. Birds were seen during this period at Carn Ghiubhais, Cullen, 

Dava, Forres, Inchberry, Keith, Overton, Portknockie, Spynie canal and Wellheads (Enzie).  

 

The number of occupied breeding-season localities reported in each of the past 10 years has been: 

 

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

15 11 13 21 10 9 5 0 1 9 
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At other times of year, reports came from the following additional sites: Auldearn (Feb), Barmuckity (Jan), 

Bauds (Sep), Cawdor (Nov), Clochan (Mar), Covesea (Oct), Craigellachie (Mar, Nov), Georgetown 

(Ballindalloch) (Dec), Half Davoch (Nov), Hillhall (Oct), Marionburgh (Ballindalloch) (Dec) and 

Westertown (Dufftown) (Dec).   

The total number of localities from which Barn Owls were reported (at any time of year) since 2003 is: 

 

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

33 31 27 31 21 40 20 11 13 21 

 

Tawny Owl  Strix aluco  
Common resident breeder. 

Breeding confirmed at Aberlour, Auchinhandoch (Dufftown), Loch Oire and Mayne Lodge (Elgin).  

High road mortality on the A96 between Ardgye and Quarrelwood where three were found dead in a two 

week period in July. 

At Tomnavoulin, one was perched in the sunshine in a roadside tree in mid afternoon on 29 Apr. 

 

 
Newly fledged Tawny Owls near Dufftown, May 2012 (Photo: Fiona McHugh) 

 

Long- eared Owl  Asio otus  
Scarce resident breeder. 

No breeding reports received for 2012. All records were in the autumn period: 1 Findhorn Bay 7 Oct (EH), 1 

Half Davoch 31 Oct (RHD) and 1 Overton (Macallan Distillery) 26 Sep, 23 Nov and 26 Nov (AE). 
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Short - eared Owl  Asio flammeus  
Rare breeder and very scarce migrant. 

Breeding: Present in summer in breeding habitat in several localities around the Cabrach area where 

sightings included 2 near Cabrach House 9 Apr (IFr), 2 Elrick 15 Jun, 2 Hill of Bank 15 Jun, 1 Ardwell 24 

Jun, 3 Balvalley Moss/The Rones 24 Jun (all FMc). The dates and distribution suggest two, and possibly 

three, pairs in the area. Another pair near Dunearn was occasionally seen within the Moray & Nairn 

boundary but the territory was probably centred to the south (PSw, SMc).      

In the early winter period, 3 Coltfield 2 Mar (still 2 there 23 Mar) (RHD), 2 Nairn Bar 9 Feb (MWy) (still 1 

there 12 Feb [DCJ]) and 1 Portknockie 22 Mar (LSi). 

Still in the coastal plain in early spring were 2 Kinloss 12 Apr (AJL) and 1 Salterhill 25 May (IWo). 

On the south side of Findhorn Bay, between Netherton and Kinloss, one was seen almost daily between 29 

Jun-13 Jul (GMcM) and again on 3 Aug (KLG), 18 Aug (GMcM), 3-7 Sep (GMcM), 31 Oct (AJL) and 1 

Nov (GMcM). 

Also present in late summer at the Spey estuary where a single bird was seen on 5-8 Aug (P&IB), 15-16 

Aug (MJHC) and 25 Aug (DGD).  

 

Swift  Apus apus 
Summer visitor and common breeder. 

Arrival: No April records. First reports, in May, were 1 Archiestown 3
rd

, 2 Clochan 5
th
, 2 Loch Spynie 8

th
 

and 2 Portknockie 10
th
. 

In cold, overcast conditions, large numbers were seeking food over the reedbeds and woodland around, and 

to the west of, Spynie Palace in mid June. About 200 were estimated on 10
th
 and 250 on 17

th
. Other counts 

received were 40 Loch Spynie 18 May (50 there 3 Jun), 13 Lossiemouth harbour 21 May, 30 over 

Bishopmill (Elgin) 7 Jun, 25 over Elgin cemetery 7 Jun, 15 Forres (over River Findhorn) 1 Jul, 10 Mill of 

Grange 11 Jul and 18 Portknockie 28 Jul. 

Last of the year were 7 high over Clochan 17 Aug, 2 Burghead 20 Aug and 1 Lossie estuary 1 Sep.   

 

Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis  
Very scarce visitor and occasional breeder. 

A very poor year with only one report, of a single bird at Tugnet on 29 Jun (KP). 

 

Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major  
Common resident breeder. 

Records received from 20 localities with numerous reports of birds visiting garden feeders. Nine birds 

attracted in this way were ringed at Cairnfield during the year (HC) and a further seven at Clochan (MJHC). 

Although the two sites are only around 2 km apart there was no interchange of birds revealed by this ringing.  

Early drumming at Scarffbanks on 11 Feb. 

 

Magpie  Pica pica  
Common resident breeder. 

Recorded at Auchindoun Castle, Auchroisk, Bishopmill (Elgin), Broadley (near Clochan), Buckie, 

Burghead, Clochan, Coltfield, Covesea, Cummingston, Drainie, Dufftown, Hopeman, Kingsteps (Nairn), 

Kingston, Kinloss, Lhanbryde, Lossiemouth west beach, Mains of Allanbuie (Keith), Milton Brodie, Moss 

of Barmuckity, Plewlands and Roseisle maltings.     

Largest groups were 9 near Burghead 30 Dec and 8 Kinloss 2 Mar and 7 Oct.  

 

 

 

 

 



Birds in Moray & Nairn 2012  
 

Page | 59 

 

Jay  Garrulus glandarius  
Fairly common resident breeder. 

Breeding season: April-August reports came from Binn Hill (Garmouth), Cloddach quarry, Kirkside (Nether 

Birnie), Loch Spynie, Lossie Forest, Pitgaveny, Relugas, Sanquhar (Forres), Torwinny, Yellowbog and 

Whiteash Hill Wood.   

At other seasons, Jays were seen at Alves (Nov), Braidbog (Jan), Burghead (Nov), Cairnfield [Buckie] 

(Feb), Culbin Forest (Jan), Dallas Dhu [Forres] (Oct), Stoneyford (Nov), Fochabers [Deer Park] (Oct), 

Gownie [Aberlour] Feb, Hillhead of Rannas (Jan), Kinloss (Jan, Feb, Oct), Loch na Bo (Oct), Roseisle 

Forest (Sep, Oct), Scabbed Hill [Clochan] (Nov) and Stynie (Nov, Dec).    

Largest groups were 9 Loch Spynie 19 Sep, 6 Fochabers (Deer Park) 20 Oct, 6 Loch Spynie 27 Jan, 5 

Sanquhar (Forres) 25 Apr and 5 Scarffbanks 9 Feb.  

 

Jackdaw  Corvus mondula 
Very common resident breeder. 

On 14 Jan, 890 flew west over Porttannachy in the late afternoon, presumably heading for the Mosstodloch 

roost (MJHC). Subsequent observations indicated that this was likely to be the entire coastal population 

from Buckie and at least as far east as Findochty. On 17 Nov, 230 were in a pre-roost flock at Lower 

Auchenreath and on 26 Dec there were hundreds in a pre-roost gathering near Garmouth viaduct. On 23 Jan, 

75 flew east over Linkwood (Elgin) ï also apparently heading for the Mossstodloch roost. Otherwise, 45 

Clochan 9 Mar and 35 Tugnet 7 Nov were the highest counts received. 

First nest building observed at Clochan on 23 Feb. A group of 18 was feeding among seaweed on the Lossie 

estuary on 28 Sep. 

 

Rook  Corvus frug ilegus 
Very common resident breeder. 

Breeding: Nest building noted near Garmouth on 26 Feb.  

On 9 Jul, c.800 were feeding in a newly-cut sileage field. A flock of c.500 corvids near Nairn golf club car 

park on 30 Nov was probably composed mostly of Rooks, and 400 flew east over Linkwood (Elgin) on 23 

Jan, probably heading to the Mosstodloch roost. On 20 Oct, 16 were feeding on algae-covered tidal shingle 

at Kingston. 

 

Carrion Crow  Corvus corone  
Very common resident breeder. 

One was already incubating in a nest at Linkwood (Elgin) on 7 Apr.  

 

Good numbers all year at the Lossie estuary where maximum monthly counts were: 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

nc nc nc 10 45 46 17 53 63 nc nc 28 

 

Elsewhere, counts exceeding 20 were 50 Findhorn Bay 15 Oct and, on the Spey estuary, 24 on 15 Mar, 23 

on 28 Apr and 26 on 9 Sep.  

 

Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix  
Scarce visitor and rare breeder. 

Pure Hooded Crows (or Carrion x Hooded hybrids very closely resembling Hooded) included 2 Archiestown 

14 Mar (and 1 on 30 Apr), 3 Binsness 30 Aug, 1 Bishopmill (Elgin) 28 Jan, 1 Cloddach quarry 21 Oct, 1 

Culbin Bar 20 Apr, 1 Elgin 31 Aug (and 1 on 28 Sep), 1 Linkwood (Elgin) 5 Dec, 1 Muirton 28 Jan, 4 Nairn 
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harbour 1 Oct (and 2 on 8 Oct) and 1 Roseisle 28 Jan. On the Lossie estuary, a single bird was present on 13 

Feb, 21 May, 16 Jul, 31 Aug and 5 Sep ï and there were 2 on 18 Jun and 22 Aug. 

 

Hybrids were often seen in the crow flock on the Lossie estuary. Monthly maxima here were:  

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

nc nc nc 1 3 1 6 4 3 nc nc 2 

 

The only other report was 1 Tugnet 9 Sep. 

 

Raven  Corvus corax  
Scarce visitor and rare breeder. 

Breeding: At the coast, one pair nested again at Tronach Head and fledged five young (MJHC, LSi, RMu). 

Despite breeding taking place at this site for about seven years there is still no evidence of breeding 

anywhere else in Moray & Nairn.  

Ravens are however becoming an increasingly frequent sight and sound over the uplands at all seasons. The 

few records received for 2012 greatly understate the situation: 1 Ladder Hills 24 Mar, 2 Glen Brown 29 Apr, 

1 Ben Rinnes 13 Jun, 3 Archiestown 7 Oct (2 there 20 Oct and 7 Nov), 2 Creag an Tarmachain (Cromdales) 

19 Aug, 2 Ben Main 18 Nov and 2 Dava 11 Dec.  

 

 
          Raven, Ben Main November 2012 (Photo: Fiona McHugh) 

 

Goldcrest   Regulus regulus  

Very common resident breeder and scarce migrant. 

Two along the old railway line footpath at Portknockie on 17 Oct ï possibly migrants. 
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Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus  
Very common resident breeder. 

Early nest building at Alves on 19 Mar 

Nest boxes: 

 

 Pairs Mean clutch Mean fledged brood 

(all pairs) 

Mean fledged brood 

(successful pairs only) 

Loch Spynie 34 7.9 6.4 7.2 (n=30) 

(RP, CAG) 

An average year at Loch Spynie for clutch size and fledging success though down a little by comparison 

with 2011. There were five occupied nest boxes in c.100m at the south end of the loch. The proportion of 

juveniles caught per adult for ringing at the óConstant Effort Siteô was only 1.9:1, well down from 6.3 in 

2011 and suggesting poor post-fledging chick survival (RP).  

In a mixed conifer/birch wood at Birkenhill (near Elgin), 7 pairs laid a mean clutch of 7.4 eggs, and six pairs 

were successful in raising well-grown chicks at a mean of 6.8 chicks per successful pair (RP).  

 

Great Tit  Parus major  
Very common resident breeder. 

First song Clochan 11 Jan.  

Nest boxes: 

 

 Pairs Mean clutch Mean fledged brood 

(all pairs) 

Mean fledged brood 

(successful pairs only) 

Loch Spynie 13 7.0 6.5 6.5 (n=13) 

            (RP, CAG) 

Fledging success was down from 7.2 per successful pair in 2011. Productivity, as assessed by ringing at the 

óConstant Effort Siteô, revealed 0.5 juveniles caught per adult, down from 1.7  in 2011 (RP).  

 

Crested Tit   Lophophanes cristatus  
Common resident breeder. 

Breeding: Two nest boxes were occupied in Lossie Forest. One brood of 5 young fledged successfully but 

the 6 chicks in the other brood died in the nest for unknown reasons (MJHC). 

Two were at Kinloss on 21 May (AJL). On the fringes of the range were 3 near Loch Allan (Dava) 30 Jun 

(MJHC) and 1 Loch na Bo 7 Oct (MJHC). 

 

 
  Crested Tit in Lossie Forest, October 2012 (Photo: Gordon Biggs) 




