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EDITORIAL

This is the 27 annual edition oBirds in Moray & Nairnwhich was previously namedntil 1998, as the
Moray & Nairn Bird Reportlt is the third edition to be publistieonline and can be printed off if desired.
Among many benefits of the online approach is that the report is searchable, and can be amende
necessary.

Following the glut of new species in 2011, no new species were added to the Moray & Nairn listlot2012
a very healthyotal of 206 species asrecorded, only six fewer than in 20130me nationally rare species,
such as King Eider and Whitelled Diver are now expected annual visitors to Moray & Nairn, while others
such as Little Egret, Hobby and M&gfranean Gull are now numerous in some parts of the UK but yet to
show a pattern of regular occurrence in our area. Other notable species found in 2012 included Sm
Common Crane, Temminckoés Stint, Sabineds Gull ,

In addition to providing a vehicle for the anniaids in Moray & Nairn the new Birds in Moray and Nairn
websitewww.birdsinmorayandnairn.ongow cont ains a number of totpi c.
recordsodo are frequently added an dflotahberd photogreaphdrse n
can be seen. All editions &irds in Moray & Nairnback to 2001 can be accessed, and earlier editions will
be added soon. Several new features knengd for the website in the future and all ideas and suggestions
are welcome.

The editor would like to thanRuncan GibsonAndy JenserandBob Proctor for their continued assistance
in writing sections of the report, and also all those observers andgpaphers who have contributed their
records and generously permitted the use of their images.

HOW TO SUBMIT RECORDS

There are two main ways in which you can submit your records:

1. To Birdtrack
The Scottish Ornithol og inarwithte BETO,URSPBiassd BmduatchdrelaBd. r d

BirdTrack is an exciting new wellased bird recording project that looks at migration movements and
distributions of birds throughout Britain and Ireland. It provides facilities for observers to store ana manag
their own personal records as well as using these for the production of local bird reports, and to supp
species conservation at local, regional, national and even international scales.

The principle behind BirdTrack is that if you have been out bitchwag anywhere in Britain and Ireland, or
merely watching birds in your garden, records of the birds you have seen (or indeed have not seen) cal
useful data. Thus the scheme is ygamd, and ongoing, and anyone with an interest in birds can coatribut
Important results produced by BirdTrack include mapping migration timings and monitoring scarce bird:
We know very little about the timing of arrival and departure of winter visitors and this is just one area i
which BirdTrack will provide useful infenation. There are also many scarce birds where we would like to
know much more about their populations. The SOC hopes that most birdwatchers in Scotland will so
adopt BirdTrack as their main bird recording and information sharing tool.

To find out more,or to register and get started, visit the BirdTrack websitenalv.bto.org/volunteer
surveys/birdtrack
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2. To the Moray and Nairn Recorder

Records may be submitted periodically during the yean one batch as soon as possible after the end of
the year, and by the end of January at the latest. Although any format is acceptable, the Recorder woulc
very grateful to receive as many submissions as possible oniExcgireadsheet with appragie headings

may be obtained from thRecorder(see below). Minimum information required for each record should
include species name, number, date and location (if possible wifigaré map reference, although a 4
figure map reference is often adeqate

More information on how, and wher e, to submit
section of the Birds in Moray and Nairn websitat www.birdsinmorayandnairn.org/bird
recording/submittingecords/

ASSESSMENT OF RARITY RECORDS

In order that an entirely accurate archive of records of rare and scarce species is maintained it is cle:
important to apply consistent standards to the acceptance of such records. This is ensured through a sy
of assessment of written descriptions ¢ tircumstances of the occurrence and of the bird itself. Those
who make use of our reports in the future must have confidence that all published records have be
scrutinised and considered acceptable by the birding community of today.

A threetier sysem of record assessment exists:

British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC) assesses records of extreme rarities, in a British context. The
full committee contains ten voting members of which at least nine must vote in favour of a record for it to t
accepted

A list of species currently considered by BBRC can be found at

www.bbrc.org.uk/currentrarespecies.htm

Scottish Birds Records Committee(SBRC) assesses records of birds rare in a Scottish context but no
sufficiently rare to be assessed by BBRC. Therodtee consists of seven voting members of which at least
six must vote in favour.

A list of species currently considered by SBRC can be found at

www.the-soc.org.uk/sbrdist.ntm

Moray & Nairn R arities Committee(MNRC) assesses slightly less rare Scbtsigecies and all other local
rarities. The committee consists of five voting members of which at least four must vote in favour for
record to be accepted. Current membership of MNRC is Martin Cook, Roy Dennis, Duncan Gibson, B
Proctor and Dave Pullan.

The following species are currently on the MNRC list:

Bewi ckds Swan Bean Goose American Wigeon

Greenwinged Teal Garganey (not ad.M) Ring-necked Duck

Ruddy Duck (not ad.M) Surf Scoter (not ad.M) Balearic Shearwater
Leachdés Petrel Red-necked Grebe Black-necked Grebe

White Stork Spoonbill Bittern

Little Egret Great White Egret Honeybuzzard

Rough-legged Buzzard Hobby Spotted Crake

Corncrake Crane Avocet

Little Ringed Plover American Golden Plover Temmi nckdés Stint
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Pectoral Sandpiper Buff-breasted Salpiper Rednecked Phalarope
Grey Phalarope Longtailed Skua Sabineds Gul l
Mediterrean Gull Ring-billed Gull Black Tern

Roseate Tern Turtle Dove Nightjar

Hoopoe Wryneck Green Woodpecker
Redbacked Shrike Great Grey Shrike Golden Oriole

Chough BeardedTit Shore Lark

Pall asb6s War bl er| Yellow-browed Warbler Reed Warbler

Icterine Warbler Lesser Whitethroat Firecrest

Nuthatch Rosecoloured Starling Bluethroat

Black Redstart Yellow Wagtail Ri chardds Pipit
Water Pipit Common Rosefinch Hawfinch

Lapland Binting

Please note the addition of Rethecked Grebe and Green Woodpecker to this list in 201&nd of
Rough-legged Buzzard, Great White Egret and Water Pipit in 2012

Other species recorded for the first time in Moray & Nairn, and not on BBRC or SBRCdre also
assessed by MNRC.

If you find a rare species in Moray & Nairn, please contact the recorder (Martin Cook) who will provide
forms and forward these to the relevant committdeernatively, further information and forms can be
found and dowrdaded from the website at www.birdsinmorayandnairn.orgheicdrding/morasnairn
raritiescommittee/

Records of species on the lists of BBRC, SBRC or MNRC will only appeBirds in Moray & Nairn
following acceptance of the record by the relevant cdtam It must be stressed, however, that the failure
of a record to be accepted by a committee does not imply disbelief of the observer, or that the observe
mistaken in the identification; simply that not quite enough evidence has been assimiliedibserver in

the time or conditions available.

OBSERVERS CONTRIBUTING TO BIRDS IN MORAY & NAIRN 2012

F.Antley (FA), A.Backx (ABa)H.Barrett (HBar), B.Bates (BB)G.Biggs (GBig), W.R.P.Bourne (WRPB),
P.&l.Brown (P&IB), A.Burgess (ABur), ACampbell ACamp, H.Clark (HC), J.ClarkgJCI), M.Collins
(MCaoll), G.Connell (GCo), J.Cook (JCC) M.J.H.Cook (MJHC), B.Cosnette (BCo), J.K.Craib (JKC),
R.H.Dennis (RHD), D.G.Devonport (DGD), A.Douse (ADo), A.Edward (AE), B.Etheridge (BE),
H.Farquhar (HF),D.Fisher (DFi), I.Francis (IFr),G.Garner (GGa)C.A.Gervaise (CAG), D.A.Gibson
(DAG), R.Gomes (RG), A.Gordon (AGol.Gordon Smith (PGS), K.L.Guthrie (KLGk.Hamlett (GHa),
E.Harwood (EH), R.Hewit{RFH), P.T.Hirst(PTH), R.H.Hogg (RHH), K.Horsfall (KHo), R.Humpidg
(RHu), D.C.Jardine (DCJ), R.D.Johnson (RDJ), J.D.Law (JDL), A.J.Lawrence (AJL), N.London (NL),
R.Lyle (RLy), R.McAdam (RMc),S.McArdle (SMc),A.MacAskill (AMca), J.&H.MacDonald (J&HMacD),
F.McHugh (FMc), G.McMullins (GMcM), A.McNee(AMcN), D.Main (DMai), J.Matthews (JMa)
E.Mitchell (EMit), W.M.Morrison (WMM), S.Murkin (SMu), A.Murray (AMu),M.Murray (MMurr),
R.Murray (RMu), G.Nairn (GN)S. O6 Kane ( SO) ,, D.Rieréce®@Pi)e T.PodeiTP),( KPPkt
(GP), J.Preston R¥e), R.Proctor (RP), D.M.Pwh (DMP), D.J.Rennison (DJR)G.Scott (GSc) E.Seal
(ES),M.Sharpe (MSh), L.Simpson (LSi), D.M.K.Slater (DMKS), Brers Cocks (RSCPB.Stewart (BS)
N.Sutherland (NS)I.S.Suttie (ISS), P.Swainsq®Sw) D.Tanner (DTa)W.G.Taylor (WGT), . Thomson
(IThomsy, J.Tweedie (JT)P.Webster (PWekE.Weston (EWe), I.Wild€éIWi), A.Williams (AW), R.Wilson
(RW), .Wood (lwo), J.Wood (JWo)/.Wotton (VW), M.Wynn (MWYy), A.Young (AY).

Apologies to anyone accidentally omitted.
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Breeding species:

The following terms aresed at the start of each species account to denote relative abundance:

Occasional Has bred but none in most years
Rare 1-10 pairs in most years

Scarce 11-50 pairs

Fairly common 51-200 pairs

Common 201-500 pairs

Very common

Non-breeding species:

more than 500 pairs

Rare 1-20 records in total

Very scarce Not rare but less than 10 in most years
Scarce 10-50 in most years

Fairly common 51-200 in most years

Common 201-500 annually

Very common

more than 500 annually

Mute Swan Cygnus olor

Scarce resident breeder and shdistance migrant. Common in winter.

Breeding:Following a national survey in 2002 it was decided to repeat the survey in Moray & Nairn by
visiting as many previously occupied breeding sites as pesgdee Mute Swan Survey 2012).
Unfortunately, 2012 was very wet and cold during the summer, however, despite the poor weadher a

25 apparently occupied territories warcorded (24 pairs and a single adult). A total ®@pairs produed

74 young;of these53 appear to have fledged. The mean toté8.8ffledged young in 2012 islightly lower

than the mean af.4fledged young for 2062011.

Mean number of young probably fledging from those pairs known to have produced young:

Year 2002 2003 204 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Pairs 17 11 13 18 19 10 14 17 17 13 19
Young fledged 56 52 67 65 110 51 59 57 84 53 53
Mean 3.3 4.7 5.2 3.6 5.8 5.1 4.2 3.4 4.9 4.1 3.8

Maximum monthly counts of local flocks (excluding breeding birds in Aduidjust) were:

J F \Y A \Y J J A ) O N D

Loch Flemington 65 44 nc Breeders 33 28 nc 11
Findhorn Bay 14 23 11 40 55 53 7 1 8 39 17 23
Lossie estuary 0 0 0 2 7 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Loch Spynie 108 114 46 52 42 17 30 35 49 67 94 101
Cloddach 31 26 nc Breeders nc 46 nc 49
Spey estuary 3 4 3 4 9 10 16 10 11 12 2 3

nc = no count received

No counts of ten or more individuals were received froneosites
Coastal records includedl:Nairn Bar 12 Feb.
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Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus

Common migrant and winter visitor

Winter-spring: In Nairn Districtfive sites were used this yeatompared to two in 2011. Largest counts
from each site were: 17 Loch Flemington 15 Jan, 16 Kildrummie 23 Feb, 20 Delnies 24 Gfan Loch
13 Jan and Loch Loy 11 Mar. The Loch Fleming, Kildrummie and Delnies flocks would appear to
relate to the same group, while sightings at Cran Loch and Loch Loy suggest anothengkbaonay, birds
were recorded atinesites fwo more thar2011), largest counts from each site we26 Barmuckity8 Jan5
Cloddach quarry 8 Jan, 41 Loch na Bo 27 Feb, 25 Lower Mains (Findrassie) 10 Mar, 57 Loch Spynie
Mar, 34 Gilston 15 Mar, 19 flying north Portknockie 27 M#&d,Muirton 31 Mar and a single adult Loch
Oire 26 Feb and 5 Mawell inland during ths periodwas one flying west at Archiestown 6 Jan

Spring: The largest flock during this period we® Loch Spynie 1 AprWell inland were4 flying north
along the River Spey at Aberlour 9 Apm.late springa juvenile remained at Urquhart from 29 Ak May.
Autumn: The firstrecord for the autumn period was a single flying west over the-Etggsiemouth road 18
Sep, with the firstlock, consisting ofL2 birdsat Loch Spynie on the following dayrhe only other reports
in September consisted 8Burghead Bay on 28 and a single at Loch Flemington on™3@ October,11
areas heldlocks; the largest group vearecorded at Duffus castiéherean estimated 15&ere presenton
21%. No other flocks exceeded 100 individuals. Largest numbers from otherirsi@ctober involved 31
Findhorn Bay on %, 5 Montgrew 13, 13 Cloddach quarry 215 Spey estuary 23 27 Kinloss 2%, 62
Inchberry 28, 37 Clochan 28 and6 Loch Loy 29". Three flocks were seen offshore from beaches: 12
Burghead Bay 24 Oct, 11uBghead Bay 25 Oct antiflying west from the east beach, Lossiemouth 28 Oct.
In November, flocks with ten or more individuals were seeh3adites the largest count wak20 North
Darkland on 2%. Elsewhere7 Muir of Lochs on 2° & 5™, 17 Loch Spynie@n 3% 6 east Kingston on' 8
Lhanbryde on 8, 18 Alves on 8, 24 Clochan on I&(regular all month), one west Burghead Bay off,17
49 Burnside of Dipple on 1812 Loch Loy on 18, 12 Findhorn Bay on 1B(regular all month), 18 Culbin
on 19", 23 Geddes on 3% 21 Salterhill on 24, 76 Calcots on 2% 4 over Bishopmill, Elgin on 2% 90
Lochhill on 28" and 90 Loch na Bo on 28

Winter (December): In Nairn Districtypically recordedfrom only two sites; 13 Loch Flemingtoron 16™
and 10 Mirn Bar on 18 may relate to the same group.Moray, seen at4 sites: the largest count wago
Garmouth on 1% (with 198 still present at Lochhill on 13

Bean Goose Anser fabalis

Rare winter visitor.

This species remained in the early parthef year from the 2011 influXhis influx resulted in a minimum

of 42 birds, but potentially a maximum of 110 individuals, depending on the possibility of flock duplication
The vast majority of records in tl#11linvasion related to Tundra Bean Gedseer (fabaliskerrirostris)
rossicus which some authorities consider to be a separate species

Tundra Bean Goose
At Parks of Innes a group of 42 was seen eh Jan (RHD, MJHC, RP) and an estimated 20 still near
Garmouth 15 Feb (ABa). Possibly the samthadlock of 42 seen at Lochhill on 18 Nov 2011.

Unspecified race

One group appears to be involved in an area south of Bgon (14 JanRHD]), then at the Cloddach
quarry @ on 22 JarfCAG]). One remained at the Cloddach quarry on 22 Jan which agpeanave been
injured by wildfowlers (MJHC).

Pink- footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus

Very common migrant anainter visitor.

Winter (Januarymid March):Much rarer in Nairn District until March when skeins (not counted) were seen
over Nairn on 11, andan estimated 3000 near Nairn orf"® 23", Otherwise, a single individual seen on
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Culbin Bar 15 Jan and Nairn Bar 12 Feb. Typical Ntwray District, well scattered flocks werepored
throughout the coastal area but ofdyr sites contaiadflocks ove 1000 individuals1500 Coltfield10 Jan,
7000 Miltonduff 23 &29 Jan, 1800 Roseisle 21 Feb and 2000 Lochhill 16 Mar

Springpassage (maximurrounts): The largest flocks seen during this period were characteristically in the
Kinloss/Findhorn Bayrea; 450 Findhorn Bay 3 Apr and 5000 (including two leucistic individuals) on 23
Apr, 2500+ Easter Newforres 24 Apr and 2500 Burgie 24. Efgewhere, numbers wetgpically much
lower with the only sizeable flocks beiag estimated 1000 Windyridge 1 Apr, 1026chhill 11 Apr and

an estimated 1000 Nairn 11 Auring this period another record of a leucistic individual (from Findhorn
Bay?) was seen at Windyridge 1 Apr. Turnover at sites in April clearly shown at Broadley (Clochan) whe
73 on &', increasing draatically to 850 on 1, dropping to 28 on 73and a slight increase to 80 orf24
SummerNo summer records were received this year.

Autumn: The first arrivalas askein of 250 flying west at Portknockie 8ep (LSi) (this is the earliest
arrival date mice MNBR started in 1985), however, other early skeins were also record&cuarForres

(not counted)and on 8 when 270at Findhorn Bay (the Portknockie skein?). Small skeins were recorded
arriving at Lossiemouth 18ep:75, 40 east, and 50, 22,,2241 & 7 coming onshore during a seawatch.
Between 1429 Sep a total of5 skeinswasreported, with the largest numbeeen or.2" (3000 Findhorn
Bay) and18" (2000+ Netherton [Findhorn Bay]in October, thedrgest flocks were recorded at Findhorn
Bay (9960 on 1%) and Duffus (4000 on 29. In November, flocks over 1000 were seen at Findhorn Bay
(4000 on 18, 1000+ on 1% and239). The largest flock in Nairn District in November w4g0+at Culbin
on4".

Winter (December) Typically for recent gars, three large flocks were reported, all exceeded 1000
individuals: ¢.5000 Findhorn Bay on",72674 (counted from photographs) Cloctars™ and ¢.2000 near
Roseisle on .

White - fronted Goose  Anser albifrons

Very garce winter visitor.

Three recads relatedo the Greenland radea.flavirostris- the first since 2009

Two were seen at Roseisle 21 Feb (RHD) and singles at Corskie farm (Garmouth) {(&mieelgs
European Whitdronted Geese [RPBnd Windyridge 1 Apr amongst Piigoted Geese (DAG)

Flocks of European Whitdronted GooseA.a.albifronsremained from theunprecedented influxvhich
occurred from mieNovember2011

Garmouth area: One flock was present in the Garmouth area in January and February. Around Parks of Ir
a group of 40 wereeen on 7 Jan (RHD) with an estimated 150 present on 8 Jan (RP). The group moved
Corbiewell (Garmouth) where 160 were feeding on short grass on 28 Jan (RP) and at least 101 were
present on 30 Jan (ABa). In mikbruary the flock had moved a shdigtance to Corskie farm: 176 on™.5

163 on 18 and 221 (largest flock in 2012) on"™@ABa, RP). The flock was then relocated at Muir of
Lochs (130 on 26 Feb) (RP).

Elgin area: A group of 12 was south of Elgin on 14 Jan (RHD).

Spey estuary: A singliadivual was seen 31 May (DMP, RHD).

Unspecified race

As both Greenland and European Whitnted Geese were present in the early part of the year, a single
bird seen at Loch Spynie 10 MdPKi) could have related to either race. However, two at Duffisie 21

Oct (CAG) probably related to Greenland WhHitented Geese.
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European Whitdronted Geese, Corbiewell January 2012 (Photo: Tony Backx)

Greylag Goose Anser anser

Rarebreeder andrerycommon winter visitor.

Winter-spring: Flocks containg 500 or more birds were recorded at amie site: 1000 south of Elgin 14
Jan Seventeerother sits held small flocks, all under 400dividuals, confirming that this once common
speciehasbecomamnorescarcdocally as birds winter further north.

Rarge ofall flock sizesreported containg less than 400 individuisuary-April 2012:

1-100 101-200 201-300 301-400

39 7 3 1

Summer:Present around the Spey estuary 1 M8yJul (seen on 13 occasions), maximum count was seven
on 1 & 16 May, some of thiater sightings may have involved the nearby breeding pair. The only other
records involved a single at Loch Spynie 20 May and a group of 24 flying east off Lossiemouth 10 Jun.
Breeding: At the Lochindorb breeding area a count5fi on 20 JufRHD) was he only record received

The newbreeding sitdound in 2011at Cunninghaugh poatas used again this year pair present 080

Apr, then seen incubating on 18 & 21 M@JHC); the pool dried up in June and no young were seen.

Late summer: Reports frometcoastal strip arstill increasing during this period, presumably as a result of
local postbreeding movements July-early Septembebut before the traditional arrival date for Icelandic
breeders in lat&eptember. Apart from 25 Loch Loy 9 Sep all ottezords during this period were from the
Findhorn Bay area where the maximum was an estimated 200 Netherton 30 Aug.

Autumn: Now difficult to assess which are local birds and which are Icelandic breeders returning in la
September. The only large cosfl00 or more)during Octobemvere: 103 Spey estuarpn 20" (and 101
there on 28), 100 Duffus castle on 21and 135 Clochan on $9In Novemberpnly threecounts exceeded
100 from three sitest06 Spey estuarpn 15", 300 Nether Dallachy on #%and270 Clochan on 30 The
remainingfour counts in November did not exceef Bdividuals
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Winter (Decembemax. site counts only):Two sites recordeddcks over 500 Lochhill (1100 on 18) and
Clochan (820 on®}, 1319 on 8, 645 on & and 900 on 19).

Ross0s @Gmsamss il

Rare visitor or escape.

One was present at Easter Newforre2283Apr (RFH, RHD, AJL, RP, MJHC, FA, DAG) and was aged as
a firstwinter (RP). This is the second record for Moray following an adult in 1991 that frequentsdatield
Findhorn Bay 1519 Mar, then moved to Muirton cottage, near Lossiemouth 231&akpr, prior to being
seen on its northbound migration at Kinlochbervie (Sutherland) 16 Biaglirfg World 4(4):137140 &
RareBirds 2(4):125126).

Canada Goose Branta ¢ anadensis

Scarce migrant in summer, rare in winter.

Winter: One recorgdof 4 Nairn 2 Feb (DAG).

Summer and early autumn passaBegularly seen at Findhorn Bay throughout d8eptember passing
throughMoray to the Beauly Firth moulting area. Recoidsluded,in June L on 11", 6 on 13", 8 on 18"
and4 on 19", in July @ on 23 & 26™), in August 6 on ¥, 31 on 1Y, 36 on 29 24 on 28, 100+ on 2%
and3 on 30" andin September (35 on®1& 3™ 73 on &, 46 on ¥, 17 on &, 45 on §' and60 on 18).
Elsewhere3 Spey estuary 28 Aug.

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis

Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Winter-spring: Seen atevensites A single in the Rosiesle area was seen at Coltfield 28 Jan & 3 Feb anc
Roseisle 18 & 21 Feb. In Aprig Findhorn Bay on 23 and2 Easter Newforres on J4were considered to
involve part of the same group. In late spring, another group of records that could relate to one individt
concernedl Spey estuary 8 & 26 May and 12 Jdn,.och Spynie 23 May andl Lossie estuary 3 Jurar
adultin each case

Autumn: Small numbers seen during September and Oct@bknssie estuary 20 Sep, followed by 17
flying east Burghead 26 Sep,flying south Findhorn Bay 28 Sef, Findhorn Bay 14 Oct and 12 Spey
estuary 14 ©t.

Winter. Only one record 2 Clochan 5 Dec.

Brent Goose Branta bernicla

Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

All records assigned to a race, relatiedLight-bellied Brent GoosB.b.hrota

Winter: Present in the Nairn area frdrd Jan20 Apr; of theeight counts submitted during this periodly
one exceeded 60 individuals (max. count was 641@nFel), most counts were below 35 individuals
Elsewhere, singles on the foreshore at Burghead 28 Apr and Kingston 8 May.

Autumn passage period (S€gxt): Recoded daily at Lossie estuary-PO Sep, usually-B individuals, but
flocks of 15 on 18 and 12 on 1%-18". Also 20flying betweenForresKinloss 10 Sep8 Findhorn Bay 15
Sep,4 Delnies 16 Sep, 13 Nairn Bar 14 Oct and 19 Kingsteps 29Thote were seeon 8 Oct during a
seawatch at Lossiemouth and then briefly at Lossie estuary.

Winter: From the Nairn area were 22 Nairn Bar 13 Nov, 28 Nairn west beach 11 Dec, 29 Nairn Bar 15 D¢
and 31 Nairn 16 Dec.

Shelduck T7adorna tadorna

Fairly commorvisitor in winter and spring. Scarclereeder.

Breeding:Broods were seen at Findhorn Bay (13 chicks) and the Spey estuary (10 newly hatched and t
broods of large chicks contained six and four youfy)e créche containingd young was seen Findhorn
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Bay 4-7 Ju.lInppt ent i al br eedi n gBroadleye (€lscham)Burnside ofpBanier ppdd, a
Cloddach quarry, Loch Spynie and Lossie esturgplay noted at Lossie estuary.

Best monthly counts at coastal sites were as follows:

J F \Y A \Y J J A S O \ D
Nairn/Culbin Bars 145 124 nc 8 nc nc nc nc nc 13 nc 130
Findhorn Bay 52 61 17 20 38 108 96 1 nc nc 2 9
Lossie estuary 0 1 2 2 2 2 0 7 0 0 0 0
Spey estuary 0 4 9 6 7 5 2 4 1 0 0 0

The seven at Lossie estuary 9 Aug involved a group of juveniles which flexaiff
Counts from other coastal sites: 20 Delnies 22 Felbamdlight Nairn west beacB6 Mar.

Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata

Probable escape or feral origin.

In the Elgin area pair was present on the Coopgark pond, Elgin 28 Jan (RP, RHD) andsangle male
was present athe Cloddach quarry 2 MafiFr, CAG). More unusual was a male Findhorn Bay 24 Oct
(RHD). A pair was still present at Newton Bfidgate(Cawdor) 6 April (JCI) - these are likely to have
escaped from a collection at Clava (per Hiuigsleyin MNBR 2011).

Wigeon Anas penelope

Very ommon winter visitor andare breeder.

Breeding: Although no breeding was confirmedoin the Dava breeding areaightings of a single
individual were received from the same lochan on 13 May (KLG) antl&QMJHC).

Non-breeders in summer (Majuly): 6 males Findhorn Bay 7 Jun;2Lregular Loch Spynie 1 Mag1 Jul
(max.4 on 10 & 29 May),1 male Lossie estuary 27 May, 3 & 23 Jun argl3pey estuary 3 May8 Jul
Only one largecount in late summeB6 FAndhorn Bay 10 Jul

Winter: Monthly maximum counts at main coastal sites were:

NET) Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 358 461 nc nc nc 269 100 437
Findhorn Bay 636 701 26 60 600 1538 660 455
Lossie estuary 1200 1363 18 50 208 548 1200 798
Spey estuary 210 277 66 18 45 165 135 96

Maximum counts from other coastal sites included: 97 Burghead Bay 15 deate Gollachy Burn mouth
16 Jan, 18 River Nairn mouth 8 Jan, 40 Delnies 11 BéwmrtgordorStrathlene 16 Dec and 11 Delnies
Nairn 16 Dec.

Following a slight increase inumbers of Wigeon usinthe Lossie estuaryn 2011, there was a slight
decrease in 2012 he peak count of 3158 occurred in 2004.
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Annual maxima bWigeon at the Lossie estuary 198612:
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On freshwater:

NEL
Loch Flemington 59 12 nc 6 nc nc nc nc nc
Loch Loy 140 nc 129 8 nc 2 nc 40 nc
Loch Spynie 2 16 1 4 5 2 6 3 25
Cloddach quarry 220 209 nc nc nc nc 90 nc 376
Loch Oire 123 86 21 33 nc nc 74 nc 124

Maximum counts from other freshwater sites included: 41 Nether Birnie pool 2 Jan, 30 Cran Loch 13 Je
15 Dallachy tip pool 26 Jan, 61 Loch na Bo 26 Feb and 12 Loch of Blairs 4 Nov.

Gadwall Anas strepe ra

Scarce visitor.

Seen at seven sites (five in 2011).

Loch Flemington: A single male on 22 Jan (KLG)

Loch Spynie: A single female on 10 MaD{i) and a pair on 19 May (DAG)

Loch Oire: One record ofa female on 17 Jan (EH). Mmale was present on 13 os@ns
throughout the year (EHRHH) and there were thales on 20 Aug (EH).

Loch na Bo: A pair on 27 Jan (MJHC). Single males were recorded & 16 Oct and 8 Dec
(MJHC) and wo individuals wergresenbn 21 Dec (HC).

Spey estuary A pair27-28 Apr andl May (MJHC). Two males on 9 Sep (RP).

Buckpool: A pair on 29 Jan (RPTonsidered the same as the pair at Portgordon.

Portgordon: A pair at the Gollachy Burn mouth with Mallards on 15 & 17 Jan and 12 Feb

(MJHC). Considered the same as the pair at Budkpoo

Teal Anas crecca

Scarce breeder angerycommon winter visitor.

Breeding: No confirmed breeding reports were received this year.

Potential coastastrip breeding sites included Loch Spynie (pair), Spey est@urgninghaugh pochnd
Dallachy tip pool.

Monthly maximum counts from main coastal/inland sites outside the breeding season were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Loch Flemington 1 10 nc 7 nc nc 2 nc 1
Nairn/Culbin Bars 365 220 nc nc nc nc nc nc 12
Cran Loch 250 nc 25 60 nc 25 nc 260 nc
Findhorn Bay 145 nc 45 50 130 nc 27 nc 30
Lossie estuary 62 84 32 30 0 10 20 94 68
Loch Spynie 100 200 30 70 1 6 150 20 308
SpynieCanal 150 nc nc nc nc nc nc 130 300
Cloddach quarry 4 nc nc nc 2 nc 29 nc 4
Loch Oire 6 5 3 nc nc nc 2 nc 45
Loch na Bo 6 7 3 nc nc nc nc nc 31
Spey estuary 125 73 75 65 117 173 147 60 88
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Other kArge counts included: ¢.20 Burnside of Birnie pool 10 Mar, 30 Loch Loy 13 Apr, 31 Montgrew 1 Seg
17 Netherton (Findhorn Bay) 5 Sep, ¢.100 Auchtertyre quarry (Miliff) 7 Oct and 42 Chapelton (Forres)

25 Nov.

Offshore records: 13 flying west Lossiemouth 25 Sep5amm the sea Tugnet 9 Sep.

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos

Commorresident breeder and winter visitor.

Breeding: The mean brood size fragight broods was/.3 chicks. All reported broods were within the
coastal strip aBurnside of Birnie, Cloddach quarry, Cooper Park pond (Eldgiogh Spynie,Loch Oire,
Dipple and the Spey estuark female appeared to be sitting on a nest on the tern platform at Locle Spyni
May. Other potential sites occupied during the breeding seasonD&#& lochans, Cunninghaugh pool,
Dallachy tip pool, Findhorn Bay and Lossie estuary.

Regular counts from freshwater sites:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Loch Spynie 202 158 11 5 5 nc 210 179 33 12 26 100
Loch Oire 80 54 18 15 7 14 167 nc nc 42 nc 65

Other counts from freshwater sites:

NET) Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec
Loch Flemington 62 44 nc nc 2 nc 4
Loch Loy 50 nc 18 7 nc 90 nc
Cran Loch 35 nc 10 5 nc 30 nc
Cooper park pond (Elgin) 62 nc nc 19 7 nc 26
Cloddach quarry 90 20 nc nc 137 nc 150
Loch na Bo 93 106 21 nc 32 nc 114
Dallachy tip pool 18 9 nc nc nc nc 5

Countsexceeding 5®n otherfreshwater sites includésD Spynie Canal 21 Jan, 58 Bro@astle pond 25
Jun, 89 Cloddach quarry 4 Aug, 50 Fochabers lake 20 Oct and 80 Chapelton (Forres) 25 Nov.

Coastal sites:

NE Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 207 182 nc nc nc 20 nc 132
Findhorn Bay 330 154 nc 10 nc 76 106 175
Lossie etuary 8 0 0 19 13 0 4 12
Spey estuary 18 10 39 72 101 60 30 8
Portgordon-Strathlene 182 139 nc nc nc 42 nc 137

Other coastal cous exceeding 50 birds includé® Portgordon harbour 9 J&86 Gollachy Burn mout3
Feb, 69 Lossie estuary 24 Jul at@® Buckpool 14 NovUnusual records of five Portknockie harbour 4
May and seveim Buckie harbour (sheltering after storms) 29 Dec.

Pintail Anas acuta

Fairly commonwinter visitor and migrantOccasional breeder

Present aminesites (five in 201).

Nairn: A maleon the River Nairn 27 Jan, 7 & 11 Feb (KLG, SMc).
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Nairn Bar: 7on 15 Jan and on 16 DedDJa GP).

Culbin Bar: 2on 3 Feb (RHD).

CranLoch: 2on11 Mar(ADo).

Findhorn Bay: Recorded from 15 Ja& Apr and16 Sep31 Dec. Eight records in gcess of 100. The

count of216 on 12 Feb (ABa, BE)now becomeshe highest count ever recorded in
Moray & Nairn, with the previous highest, also from Findhorn Bay, being 212 on 6
Feb 2011.

Maximum monthly counts at Findhorn Bay:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec
85 216 nc 4 3 50 86 138
Loch Spynie: A pair on 18 Mar (LSi).
Loch QOire: A female on 16 Oct (MJHC).
Lossie estuary: A juvenile male on 28 Sep (RP, DAG).
Spey estuary A pair on 22 MafMJHC).

Garganey Anas querquedula

Very scarcemigrant

Present abnesite.

Loch Spynie: A male on8 May (FA) was the only record this year

Shoveler Anas clypeata

Occasionabreeder and scarce migrant.

Seen afour sites {woin 2011).

Burnside of Birnie pool: A male on 15 JunEMit).

Loch Spynie: Only preent in April and Octobetin April, 1 male on2"™, 25" & 26" (CAG,
Spynie Book) and a pair on 2% (HF). In October, ifemaleon 7"-16" (HF,
DAG, JDL,RG).

Lossie estuary: A male flew downstream on 19 Apr and continued out to sea (RP).

Spey estuary 1on 5 Aug an® males on 23 OdiMJHC).

Pochard Aythya ferina

Scarcewinter visitor and occasional breeder.

Recorded atwo sites(five in 2011)

Fochabers lake A male on20 Oct(MJHC).

Loch Spynie: 3onl, 4, 27 & 28 Jan (RHD, MJHGpynie Bool, otherwise 12 present 3 Ja@9
May. In late summerl male on 14 & 29 Jul (DAG). Later in the yedmaleon 13-
17 Oct, increasing td males on 15 Dec, before droppingeales on 2% and then
just a single male on 98& 30" (HF, DAG, RP,RG). Apart fom a small influx in
2011, there has been an obvious decline in numbers at Loch Spynie since 2003.
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Annual maxima oPochard at Loch Spyni9852012:
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Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligala

Scarce breeder and common winter visitor.

Breeding: The mean bod size froml1 broods wa$.4 chicks. Broods were only seen at Cooper Park pond
(Elgin) and Loch SpynieAn Otter was seen eating one duckling at Loch Spi#igul (CAG), following an
identical incident in 2011

Other potential breeding sites occupiedig the summer months included Burnside of Birnie pool,
Cloddach quarryDava lochans (pairKingstonandLoch Oire.

Monthly maximum counts (excluding ducklings) at main sites were:

J F \% A \Y J J A S O \ D

Cran Loch nc nc nc 2 nc nc nc nc 1 nc 6 nc
Loch Spynie 73 96 45 46 28 3 29 51 37 63 92 76
Cloddach quarry 28 85 nc nc nc nc nc 5 nc 28 nc 20
Cooper Park 22 31 12 7 0 0 0 0 3 13 12 34
Loch na Bo 25 41 20 nc nc nc nc nc nc 58 nc 24
Loch Qire 4 9 32 13 10 8 8 nc nc 5 nc 10
Spey estuary nc nc nc nc nc nc 1 nc nc 7 12 2

Dallachy tip pool 5 3 nc 6 nc nc nc nc nc 8 10 10

Elsewhere, the only other high cosirtceivedwerel10 at bothLoch Loy 11 Marand Loch of Blairs 4 Nav
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Scaup Aythya marila

Scarce winter visitor.

On the seascarceagainthis year with onlytwo record received:a single femaléNairn/Culbin Bar 9 Feb

(MWYy) and a male off Nairn 28 Sep (DMKS)

At estuarine sites:

Findhorn Bay1 male on 10 Sep and a female or2Z20ct(GMcM).

Spey estuary 1 female on 20 Oct and-21 Nov (fourdatesYMJHC).

At freshwater sites:

Loch Spynie: In the early part of the year, a femalas seen on 18ates betweed Janl0 Feh Two
femaleswerepresent or20, 24 & 29 Jan and 3 & 7 FIDAG, RP et al.)
Later in the yearin Octobera pair on 17 (RSC)and a single female on 2QDAG).

Female Scaup [nght] W|th Tufted Ducks Spey estuary November 2012 (Photo Martln Cook)

Eider Somateria mollissima
Scarce breeder, common offshore.
Breeding: The only breeding record was a nest containmeg #ggs at Tronach Head 20 M&Mu).

Regular counts from Burghe&#&y and Speay:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Burghead Bay 110 46 134 100 15 nc 1 30 182 583 40 50
Spey Bay 17 10 176 9 7 nc 5 26 7 16 14 24

Other counts includk

Jan Feb Oct Nov Dec
DelniesNairn 14 10 3 nc 29
Nairn/Culbin Bars 17 36 13 nc 5
Burghead-Hopeman 120 30 nc nc 124
Portgordon-Strathlene 56 39 12 nc 36

No othercounts over 100 weneceived.

Groups inside harbours includdgiurghead(32 on30 Jan, 35 on 29 Nov and 79 on 2 Dec) and Buckie (24
on 29 Nov)

A male with 6ésail sbé6 Swmbgelsitas seen ofb Burghdam reiiNowe& 2DecE i d
(RP)
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Eiders at Burgead, November 2012 (Photo: Tony Backx)

King Eider Somateria spec tabilis

Rare visitor.

Seen in both winter periods in the Burghead area, however, only one male was recorded this year.
Early winter periodOnly seen13 Mar(FA).

Late winter period: Seen froml&Zep25 Dec (ES, DPEet al).

King Eiders have been seen iroMy & Nairn in21 of the last37 years, although the likelihood of returning
birds makes any assessment of the number of individuals involved very uncertain. All have been males.

Klng Elder Burghead October 2012 (Photo Tony Backx)
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Long- tailed Duck  Clangula hyemalis

Common winter visitor offshore.

No coastal summer records (&ululy) were received for the" consecutive year.
Cosastal records in late sprin§ Burghead 2 May.

Maximum monthly counts were:

NET) Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec
DelniesNairn 23 nc nc nc 20 nc 80
Nairn 49 nc 10 15 36 20 nc
Nairn Bar 268 90 nc nc 340 nc 47
Culbin Bar 186 48 nc nc 29 nc 105
Off Findhorn nc nc 20 5 450 100 60
Burghead Bay 140 120 900 6 221 40 135
Off Burghead nc nc nc 200 60 nc 60
Burghead-Hopeman 11 5 nc nc nc nc 22
SpeyBay 16 nc 21 41 44 10 5
Portgordon-Strathlene 5 9 nc nc nc nc 5

Maximum counts from inside harboursluded:5 Buckie harbour 26 Aprl Porgordon harbour 30 Dec and
1 Burghead harbour 29 Nov & 16 Dec.
Oneinland recordof a female on Loch na Bo 23 Dec (EH).

Common Scoter  Melanitta nigra
Common winter visitor, small numbers in summer.
Maximum monthly counts were:

NE Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
DelniesNairn 21 nc nc nc nc nc nc 1
Nairn Bar 234 125 nc nc nc 47 nc 58
Culbin Bar 52 22 nc nc nc 74 nc 41
Off Findhorn nc nc 50 nc 170 130 50 50
Burghead Bay 129 75 nc 200 nc 85 14 12
Burghead-Hopeman 39 nc nc nc nc nc nc 27
Spey Bay nc 4 225 nc nc 89 nc 1

Other count&xceeding 50 individuals wer8 Spey Bay 1&\pr and 20Burghead Bay3 Apr.

Summer records includéd® Spey Bay 11 Jun.

Scoter sp: several large counts probably related to Common Scoter; 120 Roseisle 24 Jan, 140 off Findt
23 Mar, 250 Burghead 26 Apr and 140 off Findhorn 24 Oct.

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca
Fairly common winter visitor.
Maximum counts for main areas were:

Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec
Nairn Bar 20 5 nc 2 nc 13
Culbin Bar 2 27 nc nc nc 12
Burghead Bay 44 34 5 25 8 96
Spey Bay 11 nc nc 2 nc nc
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These counts show the contation of a major reduction in numbers.

Combined WeBS count for Velvet Scoter frddairn and Culbin Bars 2062012
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In April, small groups were seen in Burghead Bay: 10+ ¢h 2bn 23 (off RoseisleForest car padkand
four on 2& (off Findhorn).

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula

Rare breeder anthirly common winter visitor.

Breeding: No breeding records were received this year.

Display wasnoted at Burnside of Birnie pool (29 Jan) and Loch Spynie (6 Jan & 26 Feb) with one pai
copulating at Loch Spye 8 Jan.

Springrecords: Cloddach quarr§ 6n 2 May) and_.och Spynie(latest was a female on R2ay).

Coastal summer records includ@at the mouth of the Spey @&May andstill 4 thereon 8 May.

In winter, maximum counts on most frequented lochsever

Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec
Loch Flemington 9 15 nc 12 1 nc 16
Loch Spynie 70 a7 29 34 15 30 37
Cloddach quarry 5 6 nc nc nc nc 1
Loch na Bo 7 22 44 nc 3 nc 6
Loch Oire 3 2 4 nc nc nc 4
Dallachy tip pool 12 26 nc 5 5 2 10
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The spring bud-up in numbers was evident on Loch Spynie and Loch navigb smaller spring increases
on Loch Flemington and Dallachy tip pool.

Unusually, a female on Cooper Park pond, Elgin 2 Dec (RP).

Seeninlandonthe River Speyluring the winter periodsmcludingat Aberlour(one on 4 Jary on1Feb & 5
Mar, 1 on3 Decand2 on 13 Dec) and Dipplét on 3 Jan)

Maximum counts at most frequented coastal sites were:

NET) Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec
DelniesNairn 29 4 nc nc 11 nc 7
Nairn 11 4 nc nc nc nc nc
Nairn/Culbin Bars 17 12 nc nc nc nc 8
Findhorn Bay 13 6 nc nc nc nc 3
Burghead Bay 9 8 13 15 10 13 9
Burghead-Hopeman 8 23 nc nc nc nc 7
Lossie estuary 2 1 nc 2 nc nc 3
Kingston/Tugnet 12 15 26 23 28 72 26
Spey estuary nc nc nc 7 19 31 44
Spey Bay nc nc 12 nc nc nc nc
Portgordon-Strathlene 9 5 nc nc nc nc nc

Coastal count: 15 Delnies 11 Dec.

Smew Mergellus albellus

Rare winter visitor.

A O r e dfémale/ihdature malejas present at Loch Spynie 8 F&b Mar OJR et al.). A welcome
return fa the species following the blank year in 2011, the previous blank year being 2005.

Red- breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator

Scarce breeder, fairlgommoroffshore

Breeding: A brood of six was seen at Darnaway 1 Jun (per ISS). Four adults were sedowerthart of

the River Findhorn 29 Apr (AJL).

Coastal records in summer (Mauly): Findhorn Bay (max. count 22 on 15 JuBjpey estuarymax. count

14 on 1 May).

Inland recordsRecorded at Loch Spynie at both ends of the yearinD the early winter griod 1 male on

25 Jan, 10 & 13 Feb (CAG, RP),female on 31 Jan (Spynie Book) and both together on 30 Jan & 4 Feb
(AMu, FA). Later in the yeall on 17, 20 & 31 OctKHu, Spynie Book 1 female between-24Dec (DAG,
MJHC, JDL) and2 females on 28 & 3M@ec (DAG, RP). With no sightings in November at this well
watched site this suggests that different individuals may be responsible for the October and Decem
sightings. At Cloddach quarry female on 22 Jan, 1 & 4 Apr (MJHC, CAQ@ Loch na Bo 18 Nov (H)

andl1 male Spynie Canal 28 Dec (DAG).

Maximum monthly counts were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec
DelniesNairn 3 3 nc nc 6 nc nc 5
Nairn nc 3 nc nc nc 28 nc nc
Nairn/Culbin Bars 53 9 nc nc nc 53 nc 17
Findhorn Bay 1 2 nc 25 26 10 22 18
Burghead Bay nc 23 15 6 nc 13 16 9
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Off Burghead nc nc nc 6 nc 4 nc 5
Lossiemouth 2 3 nc nc 1 1 nc 2
Burghead-Hopeman 5 1 nc nc nc nc nc 2
Kingston nc nc 1 9 nc 6 1 nc
Tugnet 4 3 1 14 3 9 2 7
Spey estuary nc nc nc 10 nc 6 9 4
Portgordon-Strathlene 2 4 nc nc nc nc nc 1

Unusual at Lossie estuagndtherefore of note wellipstreanof the footbridge, were single males 22 Jan,
29 Nov and 1 Dec (RP, MJHC) a@ldnales 12 Nov andli5-16 Dec (RP, FMc).

In Buckie harboumn the first winter period wera pair on 4, 12 &4 Jan and 27 Feimcreasing t® males
andl female on 12 Feb, while in the second winter period a male was presen&oB®@bec increasing to

2 males on 30 Dec (HC, MJHC)

Goosander Mergus merganser

Scarce breedeand fairly comma visitor.

Breeding: No breeding data were received this year.

Seen in potential breeding areasre onepair River Spey (Aberlour) 8 Apne pair Burn of Aberlour
(Aberlour) 15 Apr,1 Whitebridge 12 Maypne pair River Nairn (Nairn) 20 Maypne pair Glenatterach
Reservoir 21 May, two pair-SttMdagry d«@jemaRRivdd RiddiShp e )
27 May andl Loch Builg 21 Jun.

Inland records in summes:males Loch Spynie 28 May,

Maximum monthly counts fromoastal areas were

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Culbin Bar nc nc nc nc nc nc 20 40 nc 6 nc nc
Findhorn Bay nc nc nc 2 56 26 32 28 52 20 8 3
Burghead Bay nc nc nc nc 15 26 24 40 17 2 nc nc
Lossie estaury O 0 0 0 34 12 0 34 18 3 0 0
Speymouth 1 nc nc 22 56 86 121 152 133 13 3 nc

Elsewhere in summer, 64 PortgordéhJland 25 Strathlene 16 Aug

Inland in winter, birds were seen Aberlour (a pair on the River Spey on 4 Jan), Dipple (4 on the River
Spey on3 Jan), Cloddach quarry (max. 3 males @atemaks on 2 Dec) and & | g iCaopes Parkake
(pair on 1 Jan, a female on 2 JAmales & a female on 21 Jahprgest group was 15 Loch na Bo 21 Dec.

Quail Coturnix coturnix

Rare summer visitor and breeder, occasionally more numerous.

Unusually, no calhg Quail were reported in Moray & Nairn in 2012. The number of calling birds reported
in each of the last ten years is as follows:

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
4 2 6 8 8 4 4 2 9 0

Red- legged Partridge  Alectoris ruta

Introduced sarce breeder. Commonly released.

The usual scatter of records: 1 Bridge of Brown 29 May, 1 near Burghead 8 Oct, 1 Glenlivet 24 Mar,
Nether Dallachy and 2 Scarffbanks 26 Feb.
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Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus
Very common resident breeder.
Four at Dava on 11 @ewas the only report received.

Ptarmigan Lagopus muta

Fairly common resident breeder.

The small outlying population on Ben Rinnes persists. Two pairs were seen on 29 Feb and there were
birds on 17 Nov, in groups of seven, six and four (AE).

Black Gr ouse Tetrao tetrix
Scarce resident breeder.
The only report was of six males near Dunphail on 25 May (RHD).

Capercalllie Tetrao urogallus

Scarce resident breeder.

Breeding: 10active leks were known, containing a total 17 males down a little on he 20 males
located in 2011. Two broods of young were found during the SéRS#®B).

A male appeared in the east end of Nairn in early January and frequented gardens in the area until it
trapped on 31 Jan and relocated to more suitable habitat agarid@ge (SMc,RHD). Another owf-place

bird was a female found in a Rothes garden on 22 Apr. It remained in the village until 24 Jan when it tc
was transported to better habitat, in Darnaway (JT).
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Female Capercaillie in Rohes, April 2012 (Photd:én Tweedié)l ‘

Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix

Common resident breeder.

In the breeding seasob,near Alves 14 May, 2 Caysbriggs 13 May, 2 Coltfield 14 May (and 1 there 7 Jun),
a pair Lod Spynie 28 May and 2 Sherrifston 5 May. At other times, 4 Burgie 1 Nov, 6 Kinloss 18 Sep (an
3 there 8 Mar), a covey Maverston 14 Jan, 18 Roseisle 24 Jan (still 9 there 28 Jan) and 1 Seafield (Findt
Bay) 31 Aug.

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus

Very canmon resident breeder.

The usual scatter of records from agricultural areas in lowland Moray. An unusual sight was a male bi
standing on an unvegetated shingle island in the middle of the River Spey at Tugnet on 28 Oct.

Red- throated Diver  Gavia stellat a

Rare breeder. Fairly@ammon autumn and winter visitor offshore.

Summer:Onebird wason a lochan irthe usual area afouth Moray orl3 May (KLG) but no divers were
present in the area in early July and there was no evidence of breeding.

At the coast irthe April-July period2 Spey Bay 16 Apr & 12 May, 1 off Hopeman 19 ApiBurghead Bay

20 Apr (and 2 ther@ May and7 Jul),14 Kingston 8 May (also 5 there 6 May and 4 on 16 May) and 5 off
Findhorn 10 Jul.
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Best monthly counts offshore in each wirperiod were:

Oct \[e)Y;

nc nc nc nc 6 4 0
9 1 nc nc 19 nc 6
1 6 4 nc 8 8 3
3 2 29 5 10 20 0

Redthroated Diver off Findhorn, November 2012 (Richard Somers Cocks)

Black- throated Diver Gavia arctica

Rare breeder. Scarce autumn and winter visitor offshore.

Upland lochs: For theixth successive year, one pé#id eggsi but, as in each of the previous yedis
breeding attemgtiled, for unknown reasor{g~r, MJHC).

Monthly maxima in Burghead Bay were as follows:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
0 0 36 6 3 0 0 0 0 2 2 1
(RHD, AJL, FA, GMcM et al)
The spring gathering off Findhorn i s noow23avar an
(RHD).
Elsewherel Nairn Bar 15 Jan (DCJ), 2 Kingston/Tugnet 13 Mar and single birds there 15 Ma&f,Né&r
& 16 May (MJHC).
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Great Northern Diver Gavia immer

Scarce visitor offshore.

The only records of more than one bird weigpey Bay(Boe 6 s Head Rock area) 26
Tugnet 3 May (MJHC)AII other records related to single birds in Burghead By ( Feb, Apr, Jul, Dgc

off Culbin Bar (Oct) and off Nairn Bar Jan. Following storms, sheltering individuals were in Buckie
hatour on 29 Dec (MJHC) and in Findhorn Bay on 31 Dec (GMcM).

Great Northern Diver in Buckie harbour, December 2012 (Photo: Martin Cook)

White - billed Diver  Gavia adamsii

Rare visitor.

For the fifth successive year, Whitdled Divers appeared off Burghd in spring. At least one bird was
present between 12 A May (JPoy, ABa et al.) and there were two orR2B%Apr (FA, ABa, MJHC). In
addition, a single bird was reported off Buckie on 13 Mar (GGa).

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis

Common breeder, very commaifishore.

Breeding: No reports of breeding were received this year, although birds were recorded as being on led
on the cliffs at Portknockie for most of February indicating birdsstablishing nest sites.

Passage: Only one count exceeded 100 @as, 154 west past Lossiemouth in one hour 25 Aug (RP). Only
one other count above 10 was received.
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Sooty Shearwater  Puffinus griseus

Very scarce migrant in late summer and autumn.

A return to normality this year after the exceptional total of 605shird@2011. In late August, 4 passed east
off Lossiemouth on 29 (RP) with 5 birds noted the following day (ABa, DAG). In September, 1 was off
Burghead on 3, with the final record of the year being another single bird off the same sitd' ¢ARS).

Annual totals since 2003ave beeras follows:

Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus
Fairly commonoffshore in summer and autumn.
The annual total was a maximum of 137 individuatsaverage year. Estimated monthly totals were:

July August  September October
4 69 42 22

Spring: As in 2011, there were no spring records this year.

Summer: Only one record, 4 past Findhorn on 16 Jul (RHD).

Autumn: Peak numbers were recorded in Augusth 69 birds on five dates. All records were from
Lossiemouth aside from 280 in Burghead Bay on 3 the highest count of thgear (DMKS). In
September, 42 birds were recorded on five dates, off Lossiemouth and Burghead. This includes one fo
alive on the road in Burghead on"15which was released off Lossiemouth the following day. The last of the
year were 22 west past Lossiemouth 8 Oct (RP).

Gannet Morus bassanus

Very common offshore in summer and autumn, fewer in winter.

A reasonable year, Wi 16 counts of 100 or more in the late summer/ autumn period. Counts over 100 were
received from Nairn, Findhorn, Burghead and Lossiemouth.

Peak counts in September were from Lossiemouth with 362 past in 30 min& @581n 30 mins the

followir;%; day and 263 in 30 mins 8(RP). In October, the peak count was 272 past Lossiemouth in 30
mins 27".

In the winter periods, a single bird was seen off Lossiemouth 18 Feb (DAG), with an adult off Burghead 24
Feb (RHD). In the second winter period, a seriesgiitings of an immature bird inrfelhorn Bay in late

October andNovember (GMcM et al.) may relate to the same individual. Also 1 juvenile off Spey Bay 29
Nov.

Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo

Rare breedeand fairlycommon winter visitor.

Breeding: Thene 6 col onyd at Covesea, which started in
21 Jun (MJHC).

Counts of 25 or more were 60+ Nairn harbour 11 Oct, 39 Portgéttathlene 14 Oct (and 26 there 16
Dec), 36 BurgheatHopeman 15 Jan (and 32 there Eb} 33 at th mouth of Findhorn Bay 12 Oct a28

at the mouth of the Sp&ySep
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The pattern of occurrence at selected sites is revealediynoim monthly counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Loch Spynie 8 2 4 5 2 0 0 0 1 9 4 8
Tugnet (mouth of Spey) 10 1 0 3 1 0 0 14 28 19 8 4
Findhorn (mouth of Bay) nc  nc nc 11 12 10 10 18 14 33 31 3

Inland: Onthe River Spey at Aberlowere 2 on 12 Jan, 1 on 29 Feb and, very unusuaymmer record

of 1 on 2226 Aug (AE). More recordsthan usual were received from inland localities, wih deported

from Archiestown (Nov), Birnie (Jan), Clochan (flying over in Jan), Cloddach quarry (Jan, Feb), Loch Oir
(Dec) and Sanquhar Loch (Forres) (Dec). On the River Spey at Dipple were 3rgra8dat Gilston there
were 4 on 5 JarUnusually numerous on Loch na Bo where 4 on 27 Jan, 6 on 8 Dec and a remarkable 14
21 Dec (HC).

There were no records of birds of the continental Pacesinensis

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis

Fairly commorbreeder andzerycommon visitor, chiefly in winter.

Breeding: At Portknockie/Bow Fiddle Rock cliffs, numbers continued to increase with 93 occupied nests ¢
19 Jun with many large young (MJHC). At nearby Tronach Head, 53 occupied nests were counted on-
island and mainland cliffs on 23 June, a slight decline from the 58 in 2011 (MJHC). At Covesea, humbe
also fell slightly, with 14 occupied nests 14 Jun (17 in 2011) (MJHC).

Over the last ten years the occupancy of the three colonies (apparently ocegsgdhabeen as follows:

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Portknockie 43 47 49 49 73 79 79 76 85 93
TronachHead 5 7 8 nc 21 23 26 60 58 53
Covesea 5 10 13 13 13 11 14 14 17 14

Counts: Away from breeding sites, in late summelyeautumn at Buckie harbour, 108 were roosting 29
Aug, rising to 163n 24 Sep and peaking at 288 14 Oct, the highest count of the year.

Little Egret Egretta garzetta

Rare visitor.

The birdfound a Cloddach quarry on 20 N&®011remained untid Apr (MJHC,CAG etal.), with a brief
visit to Nether Birnie pool on 2 Jan (RAis is the & record for Moray & Nairn.

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea

Fairly common resident breeder.

HeronriesNine occupied nests at AberloE) and 10at Loch SpynieRP).

As usual, the largest congregations were on the three estwhges best monthly counts were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr

u Sep Oct Nov Dec
Findhorn Bay 7 0 1 5 6 8 18 23 11 4 3
Lossie estuary 2 2 0 2 5 3 3 11 4 8 3 3
Spey estuary 0 0 0 2 6 4 4 1 4 2 3

Groups of five or more elsewhewere 6 Cloddach quarry 8 Jan, 6 Loch Loy (eating frogs) 13 Apr and 6
flying high over Lhanbryde on 23 Sep
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Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis

Scarce breeder, scarce on the estuaries in winter.

Mid-winter: Onfreshwater in January and December w2rdeoch Spynie 8 Jan (and 1 on 24 Jan, and 30
Dec), 2 Loch Loy 13 Jan, 1 Loch na Bo 27 Jan and 1 Loch Flemington 16 Dec.

Present in spring/summaetalics = proved breeding) @urnsideof Birnie pool Cloddach garry (5 pairs)

Cran Loch Dallachy tip poo] Fochabers Lake, Laggan Farm (near Dufftovoxh Loy, Loch na Bo, Loch

of Blairs (4 pairs) Loch Oire(6 pairs with5 visible nestand 1 brood.0 Jul[MJHC]) and Loch Spynie
Largestpostbreading congreg#ons in summer/autumnvere18 Loch Spynie 2 Aug (increasing to 20 by

16 Sep and still 11 on 22 Oct), 14 Loch Oire 4 @w12 Loch Flemington 14 Oct

Coastal inautumnyvinter: Regular in Findhorn Bay, often in the sowtlest corner where 11 on 12 Feldan

7 on 14 Oct. Also, however, in the north of the bay near Findhorn village where 5 on 31 Oct, 7 on 2 Nov,
on 6 & 12 Nov, 6 on 29 Nov & 3 Dec and smaller numbers on many other dates. Also in winter around tl
Spey estuary, especially in the Kingston kagowhere 12 throughout Januargarly March and early
Octoberlate December occasionally more e.g. 3 on 20 Ost& 20 Nov and 25 Dec, and 4 on 2 Nov. Less
frequent on the Lossie estuawhere 12 on 5 dates in JanuaRebruary and 2 dates in December.
Elsewhere, 3 Carse of Delnies 11 Dec.

Red- necked Grebe Podiceps grisegina
Very scarce migrant and winter visitor.
1 Lossie estuary 156 Dec (RP) is the first for that site.

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus

Rare breeder. Scarce offshore in winter.

Breeding:One pairseen nest building but failed to breed.

Site 2 - One adult appeared on 31 Mar and was still present on 1 Apr. There were no further records until
Apr when a pair was found. These birds remained until at least 12 May but no nestingaarfd there was

no evidence of a breeding attempt. No birds were present in June and July but a fledged juvenile was <
on 1011 Aug. The origin of this juvenile is unknown but it is very unlikely that it was reared at this site.

The only other inlandecord was 1 LocBpynie 31 Oct (Ru).

Coastalin Burghead Baymonthly maximavere:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec
42 4 7 nc 4 16 7 8
(24" (2" 13" (29" 4N @011 @aen

(RSC, GMcM, FA et al.)
The very high count of2Zlon 24 Jan (RHD) follows an autumn of exceptional abundance in 2011.
Elsewhere, 3 off Culbin Bar 16 Dec (AY), 1 Lossie estuarg2®ec (RP), 1 off the mouth of the Spey 7
Feb (MJHC) and singles off Nairn/Nairn Bar on 15 Jan, 12 Feb and 14 Oct, wétre2th16 Dec (SMc,
DCJ, GP)

Honey- buzzard Pernis apivorus

Rare breeder.

In the general area where breeding took place in-2@0and in 2011, four individuals were seen in three
places bt no nest was found (RHD).dditional record came fromthe samearea on 6 Aug (RHHand
nearby on 3 Aug (RHD)
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Red Kite  Milvus milvus

Formerly common breeder, reintroduced in Highland and Neght Scotland.

Single birds were seeat Allt na Leacainn (north of Drynachan) 25 Jun (PSw), flying west Findhorn
Bay 12 Aug (DGD) and at Forgie 18 May (WMM).

White - tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla

Rare visitor.

One was over Ballindalloch on 6 Oct (NS). Single birds have also been seen in recent years in the Cabi
(December 2010), Culbin (January 2008) and Incfitecht area (autumn 2009).

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

Occasional breeder ancewy scarce visitar

A pair nestedat one locality andaised 2 young (MJHC). The male was first seen on 14BAG) and was
joined by the female from 24 ABDJR). A second female/immature was seen intermittently betwezh 7
May (CAG et al.). The last report of birds in the area was 2 on 1 Sep (DPi).
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Marsh Harrier chicks in the nest, Moray July 2012 (Photo: Martin Cook)

Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus

Rare residenbreeder, very scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Breeding:Seventeerurrent and former sites were cked in west Moray and Nairfkive sites were found
to be occupied by pairs in west Moréiwo more than in 20)landone by a single femala Nairn. Three
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pairs were known to have laid egtise average clutch size was.4dhe pair was successful and reared four
young. One pairdiled at the large young stage aighs at the nest suggested the young were predated by a
fox (this is the third year runnintpat the nest has been predated by a fbix¢. thirdpar failed for reasons
unknown but tcumstantial evidence suggested that this nest had suffered from deliberate hume
interference(JKC).

Thonly winter record was 1 Carse of Delnies 22 Feb (SMc).

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
Rare resident breeder.
Breeding: At least three pairs reared young and two other pairs bred unsuccessfully.

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

Common resident breeder.

Breeding season (Ap+July) records included birds/pairs Btndhan, Forres (along River Findhorn),
Kingston, Kinloss, Linkwood (Elgin), Loch Spyniegssiemouth, Nairn and Tugnet.

One was chasing Starlings at the Ashgrove Road (Elgin) roost on 29 Dec.

"w S
o~ - ' .

c;char; ATJg (Photo:Martin Cook)

[P

Sparrowhawk, Cl uzﬁlé
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Buzzard Buteo buteo

Common resident breeder.

The only group of five or more together was 5 Wellheads (Clochan) 28 Dec on a newly sown fielc
apparently hunting for worms.

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos

Rare resident breeder.

Breeding: At the three usual/masicent breeding sites: mp breeding activity bua singlebird was nearby
on 6 May (MJHC), ii) a pair raised one your(@HD), iii) a pairbred but failed early in the breeding cycle
(EWe).

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Scarce summer visitor and breeder.

Late to arrive with no coastal reports unti 1 Lossie estuary 11  Apr.
Breeding:In west Moray and Naitreight pairs nested, one fewer than in 2011. All eight pairs laid &gds
six were successfuteaing a total of12 young.Of the two unsuccessful ps, one clutch failed to hatch and
the nest of the other pair blew out of the tleeeast Morayfour pairsnested also one down on 201All

four pairswere successfutgaing a total ofeightyoung(RHD).

Away from nest sites, most together at angetwere4 over Easterton (Birnie) 14 Apr and 4 Findhorn Bay
19 Jun and 15 Aug. Last report of the year was 2 Findhorn Bay 16 Sep.

-
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~ e —
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Osprey with catch of a flounder, Lossie estuary April 2012 (Photo: David Devonport)
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Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus

Scarce esident breeder.

Breeding season (Apriluly) records included birds/pairs Atdivot, Netherton (Findhorn Bay), Cabrach,
Dulsie Bridge, Glen BrownKinloss, Kingston, Tronach Head and Tugnet. Nests were found at Kinloss
(with 5 young, on the army baseYn at Tr onach Head (2 eggs i n an

Merlin  Falco columbarius

Scarce resident breeder and migrant.

Breeding:45 sites were checked. As in 20115 of these were occupied by paaad one site by a single
adult. Fourteerpairslaid clutchesthree more than in 201Clutch size fronmthreeknown clutches wa8.6.
Elevenpairs were successful, and these rai8&doung between them, at a mean brood siz@.2fper
laying pair .8 per successful pair).

Productivity was greater in west Moray amhirn 3.0 young/laying pair) than in east Moray.9
young/laying pair)i very similar to 2011 in both areads view of the appalling weather conditiofrem
mid May through to July, breeding success was surprisingly good. (BCo, JKC).

Outside the breedinseason, single birds were sedmi\rchiestown 25 Mar, Ardivot 26 Dec, Burghead 5
Nov, Kinloss 23 Jan & 27 Sep, Loch Flemington 22 Jan and Lossiemouth 26 Sep & 4 Nov.

Male Merlin on its Moray breeding territory in June 2012 (PhD&vid Devonport)
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Hobby Falco subbuteo
Rare visitor.
One flew west over Conicavel on 6 Aug (RHH). This is th® re2ord for Moray & Nairn.

Peregrine Falco peregrinus

Rareresident breeder.

Breeding:At least tvo pairs bred in lowland MorayYne reared two young anket outcome of the other is
unknown In the uplandsa pair laid eggs at one site but no young were reared, and a single bird was
another traditional site. (MJHC, AE

In late summewinter, single birds were reported frolinchiestown (Feb), Findhorn BgJan,2 on 26Feb,

2 on 12Aug, Oct), Burghead (Sep), Culbin B& ¢n 12Feb), Elgin (Mar), Lossie estuary (Aug, Nov),
Tappoch (Jan), Tugnet (Aug) and Delnies (Jan).

Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus

Scarcebreeder and winter visitor.

During the breedingema®n, 1 Burnside of Birnie pool 13 JMJHC), 1 Cran Lochll Mar & 13 Apr
(ADo0), 1 Loch Loy 11 Mar (Ado)1l Montgrew9, 18 & 29 Aug (WMM, MJHC) and calling several dates
Loch Spynieg max. 3 on 3 MayRP et al).

At other times,1 Cran Loch 18 Nov (ADoxnd1 Lein (Kingston)30 Dec (PGS)Several reports of calling
birds at Loch Spynie in JanuaRgbruaryandSeptembeDecemberrhany obs.

Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus

Fairly common resident breeder.

Breeding proveditalics) or probable aBrodie Cafie pond,Burnside of Birnie poglCran Loch, Fochabers
lake, Loch Loy and Loch Oire

As usual in freezing conditions at Loch Spynie, large numbers emerged from the reeds onttotfeete
among the gull$ highest counts were 30 on 4 Feb and 23 onk® Ao numerous at Loch Flemington at
this time where 16 on 12 Feb.

Other counts included 6 Cooper Park (Elgin) 9 Feb (and 5 on 1 Dec), and 12 Loch Flemington 14 Oct (a
15 on 16 Dec).

Coot Fulica atra

Scarce resident breeder and winter visitor.

Breading proved italics) or probable aBurnside of Birnie poolCloddach quarryLoch Flemington, Loch
Loy, Loch na BoLoch Oire(at least 4airs)andLoch Spynie

Maximum monthly counts on main lochs were:
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Loch Flemington 2 0 nc nc 2 nc 0
Loch Spynie 2 5 6 3 1 2 5
Loch Oire/na Bo 1 4 13 nc 8 0 1
Cloddach quarry 3 1 nc nc 1 0 3

Crane Grus grus
Rareuvisitor.
One was at Newton (near Alves) on 30 Apr (ABa, MMurr).
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Oystercatcher ~ Haematopus ostralegus

Very common @dent breeder, winter visitor and migrant.

Breeding:Extremely early inlandvere singlesat Nether Birnie pool on 2 Jamwhere 9 on 29 Jan) and
Cloddach quarrpn 7-8 Jan(where 4 on 22 Jan and tfh 11 Feb In Elgin, an 6 & 8 Feb there was one at a
brealing site at Moray College, followed by @ooper Park pond 19 Feb andElgin cemetery 28 Feb
(where 2 were displayingn 2 Maj. Elsewhere, onen the termesting platform at Loch Spynan 11 Feb
(and2 on 3 Maj, 1 Fochabers 17 FebMilton airfield 26 Feb and pair at Burgie on 29 Feb. There was also
a pair at Tynet on 1 & 10 Mar andather pair at Broadley 10 MaNell inland wereb Aberlour 18 Feb and
calling heard at Archiestown 29 Feb.

Prebreedng inland flocks included 231 Cloddach quarry 26,F& Dunphail 15 Mar and 8€hapletown
(Glenlivet) 24 Mar.

At or near the coastwo pairswith nests on the river shingée Garmouth golf course 12 May, and one pair
bred atFindhorn point At Tronach Heagda nest with a clutch of thresggs on 20 Maylnland on the River
Spey shingle®n 12 Maywere 2 pairs at Essibfie with a ne$tand another pair with a nestt Dipple
Single chick broods were notetl Lossie estuary 12 Jun anid Elgin, at Dr Grays Hospital and The Oaks.
At Aberlour there waa juvenile on a factory roodn 15 Jun.

Although there were no records of any inland goseding assemblies there were five birds remaining at
Cloddach quarry 4 Aug and two, quite late inland, at Mulben 19 Aug.

Spring, summer and early autumn peak cewften or more at coastal localities:

Apr: 15 Findhorn Bay 18, 16 Lossie estuary f2and 18 Speymouth 16

May: 21 Binsness 28 12 Findhorn Bay 1.and 19 Lossie estuary 17

Jun: ¢70 Findhorn Bay 18and 14 Lossie estuary 23

Jul: 203 Findhorn Bay 2% c270 Lossie estuary 1999 Speymouth 29and 57 in flight 21
Aug: 1190 Culbin Bar 18, 320 Findhorn Bay 13, 126 Lossie estuary®and 53 Speymouth 18
Sep: ¢450 Findhorn Bay 38 c50 Burghead®] 71 Lossie estuary f&and 15 Speymouth 30

Winter maxima at the coast were:

NET) Feb Oct Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 1328 615 450 703
Findhorn Bay 417 737 c450 400
Burghead-Hopeman 223 168 14 152
Lossiemouth 41 54 77 75
Portgordon-Strathlene 135 68 35 75

Outwith the above dates there was a November maximum of 400+ at Culbin foreshore dh fee2bunt
of 1328 at Nairn/Culbimarsis thehighest thersinceDec 2008 wheri666were counted.

Golden Plover Charadrius apricaria

Common breeder, migrant and winter visitor.

Breeding: Some early records from potential breeding grounds. During March one pair was at Dun Mt
(Ladder Hills) on the 23 (MJHC) and a flock of 15 was at Hill of Mackalea (Dufftown) on th& p&E).

One April record of an individual at Cabbrach on tHe(BGD). Later, a pair and two singlerds in the

Carn Ghiubhais area on 31 May (DGD). Calling was heard at Scurran Burn (Ben Rinnes) 13 Jun (IFr).

A postbreedingflock of 55 birdswason Ben Rinnes 3 Aug (AE

First at the coast in autummasl1 Lossiemouth east bea2B Aug (MSh).
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Winter coastal maxima were:

NET) Feb Sep Oct Nov Dec
Kinloss 38 35 19 67 25 65
Findhorn Bay nc 97 66 236 201 182

Outwith the above locations we#8 Wester Hardmuir 2 Feand c40 fying easover Clocharon 4 Feb.

Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola

Scarce autumn migrant and winter visitor.

At the Nairn/Culbin Bars were 27 on 15 Jan, 4 on 9 Feb and 27 on 12 Feb, suggesting a resident popula
in the high 20s. In the seadnvinter period there were 12 at Nairn Bar on 16 Dec. On the Lossie estuary, !
on 217£-h31 Mar and another on 17 Sep. In mid October, 2 Lossiemouth west beach and1B Portgordon

on 14"

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Very common migrant breeder, smalhmuoers in winter.

Breeding: In thdowlands, singlgairs weredisplaying at Miltonduff on 1 Maand at Broadley on 11 &2
Apr. A pre-breeding flek of 27 was at Coltfield on 4 Mar. Near Alves on 14 May were two painsth
chicks. The first records from tgountry were from Archiestown withon 9 Jan9 on 14 Feb and 19 on 27
Feb.A pair wasnear Furness cross roanis 17 Mar, four pairs wereat Bogeney on 18 Mar and 10 birds,
with some displaywereat Corrunich (Glenlivet) 24 Mar. lthe Cabrach area &hApr were6 displaying at
the Aldunie area anél displaying soutfeast of Milltown.Also up-country, four pairs at Bakebare, west of
Corsemaubn 2 May.

On 16 Jun a flock a6 was atinchgower(Buckie).

Postbreeding flocks of 100 or momere 110Speysaw 21 Jul, c10Qver Loch Spynie 29 Jul and 180
Coltfield 5 Aug (20 there 6 Aug

During September and October flocks of 20 or mectuded c20 near Alves 25 Sep, Blester Coltfield 29
Sep, 90 Loch Spynie 4 Oct, 80 Tugnet 4 Oct, 24 near Nairn 8 Otjrfyridge 18 Oct, 245 Kingston 20
Oct, 64 Cloddach quarry 21 Oct and 150 Ardivot 26 Oct.

In mid winter (Jamary-Felruary and NovembebDecember) flocks of ten or more includé® Arradoul 1
Jan, 47 Strathlene 15 Jan, 75 Nether Birwiel 29 Jan, 140 Kioss 21 Feb and 15 over Clochan 26 Feb. In
the second winter period around Loch Spynie/Ardivot were 92 Niov, 2000n 12-13 Novand 250 on 15
Dec. Elsewhere, 48ugnet9 Nov (L0 therel5 Noy), c500Milltown airfield 28 Nov, 32 Cloddach quarry 2
Dec and 9 Balgreenl(ossiemouth4 Dec.

Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius

Rare summer visitor and breeder.

Once again only recorded on the lower River Spey. One was owotéd Spey estuatyl Apr (MIJHC).On

the river shingles besid8armouth golf coursero 26 May t her e was onbatndgbe
nest was found (MJHC). On the Spey estuary, 2 on 2 Jul, 1 on 9 Jul (MJHC) and 1 on 16 Aug (DMP).

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

Scarce resident breeder and very common migrant.

Breeding: Seve records received from paottial breeding sites at or ne@ie coast but breedingas only
confirmed atFindhorn poinwhere a pair reared two young (GMcM)

The only inland record wakCloddach quarry 12 May.
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Winter maxima at the coast were:

JanFeb Nov-Dec

Nairn/Culbin Bars 39 12
Findhorn Bay 21 18
Burghead-Hopeman 6 0

Lossiemouth 20 nc
Portgordon-Strathlene 11 26

Spring passage (April early Jum)

FindhornBay: Evident from midate May with 100+ orl1", 14" & 15", 200+ on16" & 17" and 100+ on
18". An accurate count of 3ABas made or9". Possibly as many as 1000 28" falling to c3000n 26™
and 216 or28", afterwhich numbersveregreatly reduced.

Lossiemouth: Peak was c60 onliay.

SpeymouthMaximum count was 74 ob6May.

Autumn passage (JulySeptember):

Findhorn Bay: Single figures until 10 onAlig, numbers then creeping through August with 16 ot 2",

63 on17" and a peak of 90 @7". A decline thereafter but still 39 on 27 Sep.

Kinlcc))tshs In mid Septembegood numbers roosted on the airfieki8 on 17", 104 on 18, 84 on 18 and 58
on20".

Lossie estuary: Peak numbéosvards the end of August with 39 on"262 on 21 and 45 or22™.

Spey estuaryFluctuating numbers of up to 30 in July and eangAst followed by a strong passage in mid
August with a peak of 106 on 1%nd 137 on the 16 Rapid fall in numbers thereafter with the last bird
seen on 12 Sep. An unusual individual on 15 Aug dlatbst white upperparts but normal head markings
(MJHC).

Dotterel  Charadrius morinellus
Scarce summer visitor and breeder.
No recordswerereceived from the Cairngositreeding grounds.

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus

Scarce migrant.

Spring: Rather a late arrival this year with no April recoFdisst wasl over Porknockie 4 May. Laterwo
recordsof single birds passinigossie stuary on 13 May (alsothere on 18 Mayand a&the Spey estuary, 1
on 18 May an@ on26 May.

The table below shows the spring arrival dates for the preceding ten years:

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Date (April) 2 14 26 227 239 227 2 24 229 2T

Autumn: Extreme dates of psage were 6 Jul and 9 Sep wisamgle birds were ahe Spey estuargnd
Findhorn Bay respectively. Thughout this period 50 records were received from Binsnesiset8pey
estuarywith a total of 159 birds although duplication of couista possibility. Twentsix of these records
were of single birds or in some cases birds heard but not seen and assbe®edgles Largest flocks were

all at the Spey estuary where two flocks of 12 and 25 on 3 Aug, 20 on 6 Aug, 18 on 10 Aug and 11 on
Aug (MJHC).
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Curlew Numenius arquata

Common breeder. Very common migrant and winter visitor.

Breeding: kst upcountry were 2 Archiestown 14 Mar andhdre was a prbreeding flock of 25 at
Chapletown (Glenlivetpn 25 Mar. Four weredisplayingin the Aldunie areaGabrach on 9 Apr and
display was also noted at Beatshach (Ben Rinnes) on 2 May with two birds sti# t& Junalso up-
country were three pairs Carn Ghiubhais area 31 May. Nearer theamagaiMilltown airfield 14 Apr.
Notable sprindlocks werel04 near Milltown airfield 10 Mar and 169 near Loch Spynie 20 Apr.
Postbreeding flocks of 100 or mora early summer/autunmincluded:

July: At the Spey estuary,30 on 14 & 24™and 181 on 31 At Findhorn Bay150 on 1%, 200 on 18 &
21%, 150 on 2% & 289 on 27",

August Maximum atFindhornBay was ¢500 od0". At the Speyestuary,210 on20" and 220 on 28 A
flock of 109was in the fields west of LocBpynie on 28.

Sepiember Findhorn Baymaximum was350 on %. On or near the Spey estuary wé6 on the 5, 349
on 9", 267 on 18, 355 on 18 and 145 on 2¥. At Mains of Golachy (Keith)were119 on 18

Coastal winter maxima were:

NET) Feb Oct Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 191 220 64 177
Findhorn Bay 309 349 213 228
Burghead-Hopeman 22 29 2 84
Lossiemouth 140 18 160 2
Portgordon-Strathlene 38 9 a7 7

Counts 0f100 or more from other locations, including inladdring this period were 15Cloddach quarry

22 Janwith 265 there on 26 Feb. Near Loch Spynie were c100 on 31 Jan. During October there were 211
Spey estuary od™ and 120 on Nairn beach @Y. In November, 230 Findhorn Bay 7#nd 118Easter
Calcots23 Nov.

Black- tailed Godwit  L/imosa limosa

Scarce migrant.

Spring:

At Findhorn Bay4 on 30 Apr (AJL), 24 on 12 May ar®lon 14 May (RHD).

Autumn:

Spey estuary: 3 on 21 Jul, a shstdying very lage flock of 66 on 24 Jul and 8 on 28 Jul (MJHC). No
others until 9 on 29 Aug (MJHC) and last one on 16 Sep (RP).

Findhorn Bay: 4 on 27 Jul but no more until a large flock of 45 on 3 Sep (DMKS). Twelve on 12 Se
(GMcM) and up to 5 regularly through the re$ the month. No further records until 6 on 28 Oct.

Lossie estuary: First was 1 on 17 Jul, followed by 1 on 24 Jul, 2 on 18 Sep, 4 on 12 Oct and 1 on 15 ¢
(CAG, DAG).

Montgrew (Keith): This is the only site where Blaigiled Godwits occur with any gelarity. Birds were
present almost continuously from 17 Aug until 10 Oct, usually up to 5 but 10-28 28g and 13L4 on

14-17 Sep (WMM et al.).

The only other inland record was of a single bird flying over Loch Spynie 19 Sep (RMc).

Winter:

An unusuakeries of winter records in Findhorn Bay began in early November with % @% bn 4, 13 on

57 6 on 9" and 4 on 19 (GMcM, RSC et al.). It seems likely that these birds overwintered as 2 were seet
on 5 Dec (RSC) and 4 on 16 Dec (BE, FA). Thesdtadirst December records since 2005.
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Bar- tailed Godwit  L/mosa lapponica
Common winter visitor and migrant. Small numbers in summer.
Monthly maxima at main sites e

Jan Feb Sep Oct Nov Dec

110 56 nc nc nc 150
3 86 35 17 39 72
6 7 0 6 0 40
2 6 15 13 7 2

Outwith the above locationgere 74 Nairn east beach 15 Sep an®&hies16 Sep.

Anotheryear of low numbers, the maximum of 150 at Nairn Bar on 16 Dec is down on 2011 and not muc
better than 2009 and 2010. The table below shows the maximum annual count at any site since 2002:

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

255 265 420 215 300 436 198 75 107 204 150

During spring 50 Nairn 14 Apr and 60 Culbin Bar 20 Aphe last spring record wdsSpey estuar25 May
and the first to return in autumn was a juvenile at Lossie estuary 8 Aug.
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Turnstone Arenaria interpres
Commonwinter visitor, small numbers in summer.

Winter monthly maxima at main sites were:

Jan Feb Oct Dec
Delnies- Nairn 16 8 14 6
Nairn/Culbin Bar 54 5 0 12
Findhorn 0 0 35 32
Burghead bay 66 55 29 18
Burghead-Hopeman 48 117 51 15
Lossiemouth 2 15 c50 25
Portgordon-Strathlene 168 149 117 128

The count of 168 on 15 Jan is the highest count since 200 on the same coastal stretch during January 20(
In March 45 Portgordon harbour oa8". Very few on the Spey estuary over winter but a shwed
increase to 16 on 13 Mar and still 10 on 15 Mé#éren no more than 5 until late April.

Spring: A brief but exceptional passage on the Spey estuary where a flock of 81 appeared oin 2@ Apr
remained on 27 Apr and 63 the following day. In early Mapn8& and 4 on 11 but no further records
until late summer. Last in spring weréNairn harbour 16 May.

Summerautumn:Assuming it ever left Moray & Nairnhe first back fronthe northerrbreeding grounds
was a single bird still in breeding plumagetat Spey estuary on 18 Jul. Later in July, 2 Spey estufn524
flew west past Lossiemoud™ and 2 Findhorr29". During August a steady increase Findhornto 30 by
27", The only otheAugustcountto exceed 1@vas 19 flying west past Lossiemouth 23", In September,

up to 36 Findhorn (on% and 20 Nairn 18.

Knot Calidris canutus
Very common migrant and winter visitor.
Winter maxima were:

Jan Feb Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 480 260 nc 90 900
Findhorn Bay 240 221 96 83 146
Lossiemouth 0 2 5 0 0

This is the first year since 2003atino counts exceeded 1000. With the above locationgn 16 Decthere

were 600 on the shingle near Nairn harbour on a rising tide. It is however possible that this 600 may he
formed part of the 90 counted on theame day at Nairn Bar. Also outwith the above datas a notable

300 at Burghead on 23 Mar.

Only seven recordduring April & May, the lastbeing 4 Findhorn Bay 28 May. Firback from breeding
grounds wa$ adults Spey estua@¢4 Jul.

Throughout August and September 66 records were received, 51 of which were in simgke Ggwnts of

20 or more were:

Aug: 62 Culbin Bar 18, c40 Findhorn Bag™" (24 on 7') and 21 Lossie estuarg?

Sept: At Findhorn Bay24 on &', ¢100 on 18, 26 on 29" and30 on 3. Also 33 Burghea@4™.

Ruff  Calidris pugnax

Scarce autumn migrant, rare in spring.

All records were irmautumn.

July: 1 Spey estuary 8 MJHC) andl Lossie estuargg" (RP)

August at the Spey estuary, 4 44" (KLG), 3on 18" and 1 on 18 & 20" (MJHC). Atthe Lossieestuary
1 on16™-17" (ABa, DAG). At Findhorn Bay, 2 oi8" (DAG) and1 on28" (GMcM).
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Septemberat Lossie estuaryl on £-2" (DPi,DAG,HF), 6™-10" (HF,RP), a different individual o™ (RP)
andthe last of the year on the"Ll8CAG). At Speyestuary,1 on 8" (ABa) and §' (RP).

Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea

Scarcemigrant.

An unusual spring record &fKingston 16 May (MJHC). This is only the eighth spring reaorifloray &
Nairn.

Scarce n autumn when Findhorn Bayl2-15 Aug (GMcM), 2juvenilesSpey estuar?9 Aug (MJHC) 1
juvenile Spey estuar9 Sep and. juvenileLossie estuary 10 Sep (RP).

No flock exceeding ten has been seen since 2008.

Curlew Sandplper L055|e estuary gapber 2012 (Photo: Tony Backx)

Temmi nc k 0 Lali&is temminckii

Rare migrantand occasional probable breeder

A single bird was present at Tugnet 18 May (MJHC). Sit@@0 there have now been recordsseven
years- 1991, 1994, 1998, 2004, 2011 and 2012

Sanderling Calidris alba
Scarce migrant and fairly common but very localised winter visitor.
Monthly maxima at the two best sites were:

Winter-spring:

NET) Feb March April May June
Nairn/Culbin Bars 86 116 nc nc nc nc
Lossiemouth 38 40 nc nc 37 19
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Late summeautumn:

July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars nc 16 nc 36 24 61
Lossiemouth 15 57 11 59 30 40

The last birds recorded prior to heading north to breeding groundsl@ém@ssiemouth east beaci the
very late date of 21 #u presumably held up by adverse weather conditions for migration. Very hard to be
certain whether 36 Cullen beach 3 Jul were even later, or the first to be seen on return migration.

Dunlin  Calidris alpina
Scarce breeder, very common migrant and wiwigtor.
Breeding: No records were received from potential breeding grounds.

Winter monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 354 900 0 nc 468
Findhorn Bay 2180 2100 500 400 1000
Lossiemouth 127 200 28 nc 148

Spring passage not easy to pinpoint, but in May at Findhorn Bay there were 50+ off, th#"102" & 14"

and 100+ on the 15& 16", the numbers then reducing lwith a peak of c200 on the $6At the Spey
estuary, few until 15 on 8 May and a pedkid on 16 May and up to 26 for the rest of May. Few in June
when 15 on 18 was exceptional.

Autumn passage (JulSepembey:

Fluctuatingnumbers throughout this perid@indhornBay held most in September, Lossie estuary in August
and Spey esgaryin July.

Findhorn Bay:Surprisingly scarce, often fewer than Monthly maxima werés on 25 Jul, 10 on 23 Wy
and 55 on 22 Sep.

Lossiemouth: Thirtynine records received with monthly maximarzasn 28Jul, 42 on 2&ug and20 on 10
Sep.

Spey estuaryin July, 10 on 6™, 21 on &', 31 on 14 and 41 on 28. A large influx late in July brought
185 on 28, 200 on 2% and a peak of 338 on 28Then only 2630 until mid August when another marked
passage took place, Wi65 on 15-16" and 56 on 26-22". Down to 21 by 28 and a similar number was
present throughout September.

Purple Sandpiper  Calidris maritima
Common winter visitor.
Main winter site maxima were:

Jaruary-March OctoberDecember

Burghead-Hopeman 7 2
Lossiemouth 73 65
Portgordon-Strathlene 47 39

Elsewhere, 3 Nairn 12 Feb and 16 Dec, 4 Portknockie 19 Feb and 2 Culbin Bar 19 Dec.
The highest counts at the main sites were in April wdigron Lossiemouthharkour wall on &' and 56

Buckpool (part of te PortgordosStrathlene coast) ori"7
The last spring record wdsBurghead 12 May and the firigt autumn wad Lossiemouth north pier 20 Sep.
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Purple Sandpipers [with a Turnstone], Buckpool December 2012 (Photo: Martin Cook)

Little Stint Calidris minuta

Very garce migrant, mostly in autumn.

Spring: Only one spring recoidl Findhorn Bay 28 May (RHD).

Autumn: At the Spey estuary in mid August, 2 onf"18" and 1 on 1%-18" (MJHC,ABa,FA). Elsewhere,
1 Netherton lagooifon the south side of Fitnorn Bay 22 Aug (RHD),2 Lossie estuary 29 Aug (CAG) and
2 Findhorn Bay 9 Sep (AJL).

Pectoral Sandpiper  Calidris melanotos

Rare vsitor.

On 8 Sem juvenilewas on theNetherton poglon the soutlside of Findhorn By (DMP).Another juvenile
remained aMontgrew pool (Keithbetween 1826 Sep(RM, WMM, RPet al). These represent the™1 &
11" records forMoray & Nairn The previous records have beanFindhorn Bay Jy 1967, Kingston
October 1986, Lossiemouth Segmber 1988, Findhorn Bay May 1990Montgrew Sefember 1999,
Kingston Juy 2000, Lhanbryde Sépmber2000, Kingston Jyl2005 and Miltonduff pool Augst2005.
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Pectoral Sandpiper, Montgrew September 2012 (Tony Backx)

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Common summer visitor afdeede.

Arrival: First wasinland on the Spey af\berlour onthe early date of 10 Apfpllowed a few days lateat

the coast by 2 Spey estudr§y Apr. A single bird was at Cloddach quarry 22 Apr and two were at the River
Nairn in Nairn on 28 Apr.

The first arival dates since 2002 were:

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Date (April) 1 3 3 1 23° 15 20 9 1 1

Breeding:Along the lower River Spey from the mouth to Garmouth viaduct, birds were present b8tween
May-6 Jul and lbeeding was confirmedn theKingstonside of the estuargn 6 Jul where there was one pair
with a newly fledged juvenileBreeding activitywas alsdandicated on 22 Jun at Garmouth viadwabere 4
birds wereshowing territorial behaviour Up st r eam b e t-St.eviams, sBgles or pard weier |
noted at six locations on 22 Majwo wereon the lower reaches of the River Findhom5 Jun 2 on the
River Nairn in Nairn on 28 Apr andptcountry along the Drynachan vallgiiere werdwo pairs displaying

on the river shingles on 29 Apr and two pairs at the same locati@® May.On o6st i | I &6 fr
Dallachy tip pool 18 May and single birds (presumably on passage) were at Loch Spynie on 12, 18 & .
May. At Cloddach quarry theneerethreepairs on 9 Jun

Post breeding assemblage was nmadiceableon the Spey estuamyhere24 on 29 Jurand42 on 2Jul
(MJHC)1 the highest count of the yeautSequenduly countson the estuaryere14 on 8', 22 on §', 23

on 14", 25 on 1%, 20 on 2% 10 on 22" and 22 on 2%. Between 28 Jub Aug, 68 remained but only
single birds thereafter until the last &8 Aug. The last record from inland was2ét Cloddach quarrgn

10 Aug.
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Dates for 061 ashavefluetcatedreatlymver recéneyeayse a r 0
2002 2003 *2004  *2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
26Sep 25Aug 5Sep 160ct 14Sep 2Sep 21Sep 4Sep 31Jul 28 Sep

* During the November of 2004 & 200Bn the Spey near Fochabetisere were records of what was
presumed to be an ovesintering bird.

Green Sandpiper  7ringa ochropus
Very scarce migrantare in winter.
The only record this year was of one at Findhorn Bay 11 Aug (RHD).

Spotted Redshank  T7ringa erythropus

Very scarce migrant.

The overwintering bird, first recorded at Lossie estuaoy 19 Nov 2011, remained on the estuanyil 9
May (DAG, CAG et al). A first-winter bird, it began to develop signs of breedplgmage from 8 Apr
onwards.

One autumn recoraf a juvenile bird also at Lossie estuary 18 Aug (DAG, RP, ABa).

Greenshank T7ringa nebularia

Scarce migrant, very scarce in winter.

Spring (late Marcfi June):

Firstwere on 1 Apwhen lover Lossiemouth antiCloddach garry. Also in April, 1 Spey estuary3" and
1 Lossie estuarg1®. During May 1 Lossie estuar§™-9" and2 Findhorn Bayl4™. Last in spring were 2
Findhorn Bayl10 Jun.

Late summegautumn (JulyOctober):
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Findhorn Bay: Recordedn 15 datesbetweerb Aug-14 Oct. Bestcouns were 5 on 22 Aug and 7 on 25 Aug
(on the pool at the Netherton edge of the bay) (GMcM, RHD).

Lossie estuary: Recordeth 16 dates betweeBAug- 3 Oct. Mostly1-2 but 3 on 22 Aug.

Speyestuary First was 1 on 21 Jul but no mouvatil 6 Aug. Regularly present thereafter until 6 Sep.
Usually only a single bird but 2 between 25 ARi&ep.

Inland, 1Cloddach quarry Aug and &Loch Spynigflying over),4 on 23Aug, 2 on26 & 28 Aug andl on

8 Oct.

Winter: A single birdseen inFindhorn Bay on & 11 Nov and 2 De¢ISS, DAG) , looked set to over
winter.

Wood Sandpiper 7ringa glareola

Very scarce migrant.

One spring record? Spey estuar6 May (MJHC). Inlate summer, 1 Spey estuani8 Aug(MJHC, ABa,
KLG) is likely to referto a single individual

Redshank Tringa totanus

Scarce breeder, very common migrant and winter visitor.

Breeding:A breeding pair was found on the marganthe Mosset burn on the south side of Findhorn Bay
on 26 May (GMcM). Only two records receiveflom up-country,a pair displaying near Upper Howbog
(Cabrach 9 Apr (ISS)andl1 Aberlour 27 Apr(AE).

Spring (Marchearly June):

Findhorn Bay: &rge fluctuation in numberthrough the periodPeak numbers of 26800 were present
during 27 Ma¥l7 Apr.

Lossie estuary: usually less than 10 BBiton 29 Mar and 45 on 10 Apr.

Spey estuary: only very small numbers (maximum 8 on 15 Mar) and no evidence of passage.

Elsewhere 19 Portgordon drbour18 Mar, D Delnies 9 Apr and 3MNairn 14 Apr. Just inland, two fais
flew over Loch Spynie 15 Apr.

Late summer/autumn (Late JuBeptember):

Findhorn Bay: between 18 J29 Sep83 records were received. As in spring the numbers were fluctuating,
however counts of 300 and above were recorded on 16 loti@sen 8 Aug?7 Sep. Hghest countsin the
region of 400were during Seember ord™, 9", 12" & 22",

Lossie estuary: counts also fluctuated with monthly maxingafn 25 Jul, 33 on 18 Aug and 37 on 5 Sep.
Spey estuary: seldom more than 5 but sheed influxes of passage birds resulted in 12 on 9 Jul, 25 on 18
Jul, 39 on 24 Aug and 21 on 29 Aug.

Elsewhere30 Nairn 1516 SepAt Portgordon arbour 14 on 4 Sep and 27 on 6 Sémpand 1 Montgrew
(Keithyon1 & 17 Sep.

Winter: Monthly maxima at the coast were:

NET) Feb Oct Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 77 77 0 56
Findhorn Bay 388 599 c470 464
Burghead-Hopeman 16 37 37 19
Lossiemouth 24 58 48 64
Portgordon-Strathlene 50 51 45 46

Also, in Findhorn Baygountson twelve November days exceedd, including amaximum of 327 on the
21°%
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Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus

Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Overthe last three years there hdeenvery fewrecords of small numbersf birds, and 2012ollows that
trend with onlyfive repors, each of single ibds: at Nairn Br on 15 Jan (DCJ), at Kingsteps on 22 Jan
(RHD), at Cloddach quarry on 5 Feb (FA3t Nairn Baron 22 Feb (DCJ) and much later spring birdt the
Spey estuary on 22 AMIHC).

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

Common resident breedenigrant and winter visitor.

Early winter 1 Nairn/Culbin Bar 9 Feb an@® up-country at Knock of Gownie 14 Feb.

Breeding: First roding noted Carron 13 Mar; addViuiry Wood (Forres) 25 May and the lastdiag at
Newbold Forreg 16 Jul.Elsewherea pairat Aldroughty 31 Mar.

Autumn/winter 1 Duffus 7 Nov,1 Hill of Spynie 10 Nov_2 Kinloss 20 Nov,1 Roseisle Forest 6 Dec aid
up-country at Auchinhandoch (Dufftown) 8 Dec.

Snipe Gallinago gallinago

Common breeder and migrant.

Breeding: Drummindheard at Arclestown on 2 & 24 Mar, 27 Apr & 9 May - also noted at Ladderfoot
(Glenlivet) 24Mar and callingat Stronachavie (Tomintoul) on 2@r. ThreepairsCarn Ghiubhais area 31
May. During March and Aprilbirds in potential breeding grounds in the costal fringee at Cran Loch,
Loch Loy, Kingston and the noréast fen at Loch Spynie.

Winter-spring: only a small number of records received dueady winteri 1 Cloddach quarrg Jan,3
Nairn Bar 15 Jan (and 6 on 12 Feb) &irds present at Cran Loch & Locloy 13 Jan.

Autumnwinter: Present Spey estuadyly-November wheranaximum9 on 9 Oct.Inland at Montgrew
present 13 Aug®8 Sepwith best counts bein§j6 on 13 Aug and 18 on 16 & 18 AugresentCran Loch 9
Sep, singles at Findhorn Bay 30 Oct &ldv, ard 3 Netherton farm 30 Nov. An excellent count of 28 was at
Chapelton (Forres) 25 No¥An unusualinter record from ugountry wasl Suie (Glenlivet) 21 Oct (AE).
The only December record wasNairn Bar on6".

Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus
Veryscarce migrant offshore in summer and autumn, rare in winter.
A very poor year with only one recora single bird flying east past Lossiemouth 13 Oct (RP).

Arctic Skua  Stercorarius parasiticus
Fairly common migrant in summer and autumn.
The annual tal was a maximum of 60 birds, an average year. Estimated monthly totals were:

Jul Aug Sep Oct
7 41 10 2

Spring: No spring records were received in 2012.

Summer: In July, seven birds were recorded on five dates off Portknockie, Spey Bay and Lossiemouth
Autumn: In August, records centred on Lossiemouth where 38 birds were recorded on seven dates, peal
at 17on 25" (DAG) and8 on30" (DAG, ABa). Birds were also sigetl from Burghead and Strathlere.
Septemberrecords comprised ten birds on fivates, with Lossiemouth again dominating records. Counts
peaked a6 on 12" (DAG). Two single birds were noted off Lossiemouth in October with the last record of
the year being oniying weston 27" (RP).
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Great Skua  Stercorarius skua
Fairly commormigrant in summer and autumn.
The annual total was a maximum of 86 individuals, a good year. Estimated monthly totals were:

May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
2 1 6 22 52 3

Spring: First, in May, was one off Hopeman éh(8 Ba) and another off Burghead two ddgter.

Summer: In June, one was off Portknockie on, 1hilst in July there were five birds on four dates off
Lossiemouth and another record from Portknockie.

Autumn: In August, most were reported off Lossiemouth with 20 birds on eight dates. On Aarge Mas
seen to attack, drown and then eat a juvenile Herring Gull (DAG). In September all records were fro
Lossiemouth (five dates) bar a single off Burghead dfy e peak count of the year occurred on 18 Sep
when 32 flew west past Lossiemouth in @ths (RP). In October, 2 off Lossiemoutfi 8nd, last of the

year, 1 flew west past Nairn on f4GP).

Puffin  Fratercula arctica

Very scarce offshore.

A poor year with only one recoiida single bird off Portknockie on 19 Jun (LSi). In recent yean®thave

been just two records in 2011, four in 2010, one in 2009 and five in 2008. It is very likely that Puffins ar
more numerous offshore in summer than these few records suggest, but they pass offshore at a dist
where they are not identified.

Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle

Scarce breeder and scarce offshore.

Breeding: Highest counts of adults on the sea below breeding cliffs were 29 Tronach Head 18 Apr (MJH
and 24 Portknockie 3 May (LSi). Breeding was confirmed at Tronach Head on 3 Jul wiead abtwo

was ringed in the usual crevice (MJHC). Many other pairs are clearly breeding unseen in cliff crevices.
Away from breeding areagnly records of 42 birdsat Buckie (Dec), Burghead (Oct, DecLulbin Bar
(Dec), Findhorn(Dec) and LossiemoutifAug, Oct, Nov, Dec)Stormweakened birds were in Buckie and
Burghead harbours in late December.

Black Guillemos in Buckie [left] and Burgheacharbous, December 2012 (PhatoMartin Cook Gordon
Bigg9)
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Razorbill Alca torda

Scarce breeder, very gomon offshore.

Breeding: The colony at Portknockie continues to grow, with 64 adults on the cliffs on 3 May and 58 on 1
June. A minimum of six chicks were counted on 26 Jun. (MJHC, LSi).

At Tronach Head, 2 adults were seen on 18 Apr (MJHC) and a paowtee stack on 20 May (RMuii)
clearly a potential new breeding site.

Away from breeding areas, counts above 30 included 30+ Burghead Bay 15 Mar, 97 Spey Bay 26 Mar &
40 Burghead 22 Aug. Off Tugnet in August were 55 (including some adults with juvemile) 41 on

20", 48 on 24 and 38 on 3%

Little Auk  Alle alle

Very scarce visitor in autumn and winter. Occasionally more numerous.

Another poor year, although an improvement on the two records in R@idworthy midwinter records
included 6 offBurghead 1 Jan (RHD) and 1 Burghead Bay 12 Feb (KH0). More typically, in late autumn
were 1 flying east past Portgordon 18 Oct (DGD), 2 west past Nairn 22 Oct (DMKS) and 1 at Burghe:
harbour entrance on 29 Oct (ABa). As is often the case with thisesperie was found dead on Cullen
beach 20 Nov (WMM). Rather luckier was the bird brought into a Roseisle house by a catilit Das
unharmed and flew away strongly when released (HBar).
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Auk, Burghead harbour October 2012 (Photo: Tony Backx)

Little

Guillemot Uria aalge

Very common offshore.

Seven birds were close in off Portknockie cliffs on 19 Jun but none were ashore and there was no sugges
of breeding (MJHC).

The only counts to exceed 30 were ¢.200 off Findhorn 11 Aug and 30+ BurgheadahSepSep, 25 birds
were found dead on the beach between Roseisle Forest picnic site and Burghead harbour slipway (ABa).

Little Tern Sterna albifrons

Very scarce summer visitor and rare breeder.

First of the year were 3 Spey estuary 27 Apr (MJHC). Tire earliest return date in Moray & Nairn after

25 Apr 2006 and 26 Apr 2009.

Breeding: On the river shingles at Garmouth, were 2 adults on 18 May and an adult appeared to fee
concealed incubating bird on 26 May but there was no further indicatioreeflibg (MJHC). No Little
Terns were recorded on Lossiemouth east beach, or on the shingle beach bordering Lossie Forest.
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Adults were briefly numerous on the Spey estuary in July when " ohi17adults on™®, 5 on 18, 13 on

14" and, last of the yeat, on 2"

Black Tern  Chilidonias niger

Very scarce visitor in summer and autumn

After a blank year in 2011, two were recorded in 2012. An adult was at the mouth of the River Spey
Tugnet on 67 Jun (BS, MJHC) and a juvenile at Findhorn on 30 Aug (PMP

g p B A ; < o
v's o SR ¥
Black Tern at the mouth of the River Spey, June 2012 (PBetwedict Stewart)

Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis

Very common summer visitor and occasional breeder.

Arrival: The first record of the year was one flying west past Lossigmon 18 Mar (DAG), an
exceptionally early bird and the earliest on record in Moray & Nairn. Other March birds included !
Burghead Bay 2% 4 Lossiemouth 2Band 6 Findhorn 31 First arrival dates in the last ten years have been
as follows:

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
26 Mar 28 Mar 1Apr 1Apr 31 Mar 3Apr 22Mar 25Mar 27 Mar 18 Mar
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The main series of arrivals followed from the first week of April onwards, when birds were widely sprea
along the coast, including 70 Nairn 14rA

Breeding: No breedingp 2012. Breedingvas last confirmedh Moray & Nairnin 2005.

First juveniles with adults from colonies outwith Moray & Nairn were noted from late June. Counts abov
200 were all in August, including 239 Spey estuary 40d c¢.30 Burghead 2¥. At Findhorn, ¢.200 on

17" rising to ¢.280 on 1§ ¢.200 on 2%and a peak of 450+ on ¥Rfalling again to 290 on 37

Small numbers lingered into October, the last sighting of the year being 1 Nairn 22 Oct.

Half-monthly maximum conts of flocks on the shore at Findhorn, Lossie estuary and Spey estuary-in July
September were:

early Jul  late Jul early Aug late Aug early Sep late Sep

Findhorn 1 150 175 450 40 10
Lossie estuary 0 0 21 25 2 5
Spey estuary 1 6 239 105 25 4

Elsewhee, 230 Burghead beach 22 Aug and 120 Culbin Bar 18 Aug.
No large passage movements observed in autumn, best being 25 flying west past Lossiemouth in one |
on 4 Sep.

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Summer visitor and fairly common breeder.

Arrival: One wa at the Spey estuary on 19 Apr, a typical date.

Breeding: At Loch Spynie, there were at least 15 apparently occupied nests on the platforms, with
feathered chicks on 10 Jul, 7 fledged/nearly fledged young (and 2 downy young) on 5 Aug angréwvell
young on 23 Aug (CAG, DAG, RP, MJHC, IFr). On the Spey river shingles at Garmouth, at least six pail
nested but the colony was washed out by high river levels on 24 Jun (MJHC). Further inland, one pair b
at Cloddach quarry (DAG, CAG, FA) but no youngreveeared. On the Spey at Aberlow? Adults were
seen on three dates in May, and there were 4 on 7 Jul, but no evidence of breeding (AE). Another pair \
on the Spey at Dipple on 12 May (MJHC).

Numerous on the Lossie estuary in mid August when 2368088 on 17, 60 on 18 and 40 on 20. Last

of the year were 7 Nairn 12 Sep.

Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea

Summer visitor and fairly common breeder.

Arrival: First returning bird was one at the Spey estuary on 13 Apr.

Breeding: On the Spey riverigigles at Garmouth on 15 Jun were at least 40 visible nests with a total of 52
pairs (MJHC). Sadly the colony was washed out by the river in spate on 24 Jun and no young were real
On theLossie Forest foreshore, c20 pairs probably bred (50 adultsahé&reddun (DAG) but the colony was
deserted at the egg stage. At theR&- base at Kinloss, ¢30 adults were seen briefly around the former
breeding site but there was no evidence of a breeding attempt in 2012 (AJL).

Large numbers of 0 ctiotems wer@ prés€hbatthredSpey estuanArr late June and July
e.g. 182 on 29 Jun, 120 on 9 Jul, 185 on 21 Jul and a peak of 280 on 24 Jul @vidél€ast majority of
these were Arctic Terns. Only one juvenile was noted, which must have originaetesis in view of the
complete breeding failure in Moray & Nairn in 2012.

Sabi ne d Xemdsabiti

Rare migrant.

An adult flew west past Lossiemouth with a group of Kittiwakes on 15 Sep (DAG) and a juvenile flew wes
past the same site on 8 Oct (RP)ese are the 3and 14 records for Moray and Nairn.
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Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla

Very common breeder amdigrant.

Breeding: An increase at both the Covesea and Portknockie colonies in 2012, continuing the upward trenc
apparently occupied nests (AQ&k bothof these sites. There were 590 AON (with good numbers of hick

at Covesea 2@1 Jun (MJHC). This represents a substantial increase over 2011, and numbers here are r
the largestever recordedOn 19 Jun, 365 AON at Portknockiecluded some wih small young (MJHC).
Numbers of AON in the past 10 years at these colonies are as follows:

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Covesea 347 397 302 437 474 420 468 535 540 590
Portknockie 122 109 158 246 238 263 332 355 360 365

Peak pasage counts offshore this year were in late summer/autunisntygscal for this species. Counts
over 200 comprised ¢.500 at Findhorn 11 Aug (RHD), ¢.250 Findhorn 22 @MgNl) and 288 past
Lossiemouth 4 Sep (RP).

Black- headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridib undus

Fairly common resident breeder and very common winter visitor

Breeding: Numbers were slightly up at Loch Spynie, with about ten nests on the platform in late Ma
(MJHC, RP) and 10 chicks on 11 Jun (CAG). Elsewhere, 20+ nests at Loch Dallas 21 Mgy (RM

Counts of 100 or more included ¢.100 Loch Spynie 15 Jan, 146 Cooper Park pond (Elgin) 19 Feb, c.1
Lossie estuary 3 Aug, ¢.450 Findhorn Bay 11 Jul and 123 Loch Spynie 11 Nov.

Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus minutus

Very scarce visitor.

Only two records. Auvenile was on the river shingles at Kingston on 25 Aug (MJHC) and it (or another)
was on the Lossie estuary on 29 Aug (DAG, RP).

Mediterranean Gull  Larus melanocephalus

Very scarce visitor.

After norecordsin 2011, one or possibly two individuats 2012 continueal the recent trend of increased
sightings of this attractive gull. An adult was at Burghea@6 Sep (Aa) and probablyhe same birdvas
seen at Burgheamh 7 Oct AMcN). An adultat Lossiemoution 1 Oct (DTa, RW) may relate to the same
wandeing individual orto a separate bird.

Adult Mediterranean Gull, Burghead October 2012 (Photo: Al McNee)
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Common Gull Larus canus

Very common resident breeder and winter visitor.

Breeding: The colony at Tips of Corsemaul held 500 paird1ag (WRMB) and some 450 birds were
dispersed over the Hill of Macklea colony at Glass 2 May)(IAt Dunearn Lodge, 242 birds were at
colony on 3 Jun (MJHC). Elsewhere up country, five pairs were at Balvenie distillery 27 May, a pair ¢
Glenfiddich distillery thesame day and a pair at Dipple 12 May. At the coast, approximately 30 pairs bre
on river shingle at Garmouth golf course with many mobile young noted in mid June.

In Elgin, c.60 adults were noted over the Elgin cemetery breeding site at Linkwood 1®ithuseven
broods or clutches at this site on this date and 22 Jun. Another clutch was at The Oaks (Elgin) on the la
date.

Flock counts in excess of 400 away from breeding arehsded400 attendingploughing at Maryfield 13

Mar and ¢.1400 FindhorBay 11 Jul the highest count of the ygaOn the Spey estuary in autumn were
420 on9 SepA86 on 16 Sepj30 Tugnebn7 Novand 750 on 9 Nov.

Lesser Black - backed Gull  Larus fuscus

Summer visitor and scarce breeder. Very scarce in winter.

Wintering: Recorded in both winter periods. In the first winter period, 1 adult was at Loch Spynie 5 & 11
Feb (DAG). Although this may have been an early returning bird, there has been an adult in tt
Lossiemouth/Loch Spynie area in the winter perioddcent yearsmal it is temptingto speculatdhat a
returning individual is involved, and accounted for this sighting.

In the second winter period, a single bird was on the Lossie estuary 2 Dec (DAG).

Arrival: Other than the potential early returnibigd at Loch Spynién early Febfirst arrivals were noted in
earlyMarchwhen1 Lossie estuarg"™, 3 Loch Oire3, 1 Tugnet3™ and1 Binsnessi™

Breeding:About 10 apparently occupiedestswere foundaround the Moycroft industriastate (Elginpn

26 May (RP) and ampair bred on Bow Fiddle RockPprtknocki¢ (MJHC, LS).

Largest counts of the year were 67 Kingston 2 Jul, 63 Pluscarden 13 Apr and 41 Lossie estuary 8 Jun.
After a blank year in 2011, birdshowing the characteristicd the racel.f.intermediuswere & Lossie
estuary in June with one present &hadid two on 18 (RP).

Probable hybrid gulls, assumed to be of Lesser Bitedked Gull x Herring Gull parentage were seen on
the Lossie estuary between mid April and late August. These birds superficeinbie Yellowegged

Gull, although subtle differences are present in structure, bare parts colouration and wing pattern. Th
presence seems to coincide with the movements of Lesserlddak&d Gulls.

Five different adults and a third year bird wereargled in the spring/early summer, with another adult in
late August relating to one of these birds or another individual. Two of these birds are likely to be returnir
birds from previous years (one first recorded in 2007 and has a twisted right ldgerdist recorded in
2009 and has a stump leg) (RP).

Elsewhere anotheprobablehybrid adult was at Pluscarden 13 Apr (RP) although Yelegged Gull

Larus michahellis could not be eliminated in this case.

Herring Gull  Larus argentatus

Very common redent breeder and winter visitor.

Breeding: 62apparently occupied nests were foardund the Moycroft industrial estate (Elgor) 26 May
(RP),a pair had two young in Land Street, Elgin on 11(RRP) and two pairsvere nesting on roofs near
Buckie HighSchoolon 11 Jul (MJHC)

Monthly maximum counts on the Lossie estuary were as follows:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec
150 104 17 92 150 ¢.1300 123 823 c.850 300 292 64
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Elsewhere, ountsover 750 were.1000 Loch Spynie 15 Jan (a88lthere 3 Fepand 770 Kingston 31 Jul.
On 3 Mar, 1369 were onLoch Oireand c.2000were simultaneously at theearby Lhanbryde pig farm
giving a total for the area of 308500 birds.

Probable hybrid gulls, assumed to be of Lesser Bteadked Gull x Herng Gull parentage were seen on
the Lossie estuary between mid April and late August (see Lessetdalek&d Gull section).

Iceland Gull  Larus glaucoides

Very scarce winter visitor.

As always with this species, duplication is impossible to discount &dlynobile individuals around the

coastal strip may relate to more than one sighting. Observers are requested to note the ages of individ

involved, and whether birds are considered the same or different to any others seen around the same p

to assst in obtaining a full picture of the number of individuals seen.

A good year, difficult to ascertain the exact number of birds but pefftap8 individuals werénvolved

Buckie: A 2" winter bird betweeri3-24 Jan (HC).

Clochan: An adult 10 Mar ané 1% summer bird 227 Apr (MJHC, HC).

Loch Oire/Urquhart: An adult was present from 2011 into 2012, remaining in the Loch Oire/Urquhart area
until mid April (many obs). Adifferentadult was present fromB3 Mar (RP). A T
winter bird was present 26 Feti Apr (many obs)

Loch Spynie: A 3 winter bird was present between 5 -I&nApr (many obs) andn adult was
present 14 Jah0 Feb(CAG, DAG) with it or another adult on 230 Mar (CAG). A
2" winter bird was present on just one date, 21 Jan (DAG).

Lossie estuary: A 1*' winter bird was recorded 5 Jan BA). An adulton 5 Feb (CAG)was possibly
the same athe bird at Loch Spynie around this time. On 28 ApFavéhter bird was
present (A Ba} potentially the longstaying bird at Loch Spyniehich was last seen

in mid April.

Nairn: A 2" winter bird wasseenl9 Jan (8a), and a bird of an unspecified age on 14
Apr (GHa).

Tugnet: A 1% winter bird was noted 6 Jaand anotheron 28 Feb (MJHC). On 3 Mar, d%3

winter bird was present (DAG).
In the summer months, an unseasofi@lsummer birdwas at Urquharbn 13 Jun (EH) possiblythe T
winter bird seen in the Loch Oire/Urquhart area earlier in thewiigh had gonennoticed for a while.
In the second winter period the only sighting receivadam adult at Loch Oire on 30 Dec (RP).

Glaucous Gull  Larus hyperboreus

Very scarce winter visitor.

A slight return to form for this species with five individuals recorded in 2012, after a few lean years.

In the first winter period, the®lwinter bird at Burghead from late 2011 remained in the area until late
January (many obs). A different' Winter bird was also at the Scarffbanks farm entrance adjacent to Loch
Spynie on 28 Jan (RP). A'linter on Loch Oire 31 Mar (RP) was easily attributed ¢ a separate
individual however on account of its small size.

In the second winter period, twé' Winter birds were together on the Lossie estuary ehélBec (RP).
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Iceland Gull in Buckie harbour, January 2012 (Photo: Hugh Iarke)

Great Black - backed Gull Larus marinus

Scarce resident breeder and common visitor.

Breeding: The only reports of breeding were three pairs on the cliffs at Portknockie 19 Jun (one of whi
had young and another was on eggs) and a pair with one chick at Tronach HeadM3HC).

Good numbers notdthis yearespeciallyat the Lossi@nd Spey estuariés autumn On the Lossie estuary
numbers peaked at 642 on 27 Sep (RP) whilgteepey, numbers peaked at 560 on 12 Oct (MJHGgse
estuaries are only about 10 km epand the extent of interchange between these two flocks is uncertain.
Maximum monthly counts were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
30 13 13 53 55 64 30 204 642 201 86 56
49 50 28 76 64 60 240 140 259 560 75 10
The only other coastal count to exceed 50 was 85 Strathlene 25 Aug.

Unusually numerous in the winter periods at Loch Spynie e.g. 73 on 6 Jan, 20 on 12 Feb, 40 on 13 Mar
52 on 30 Dec.

Feral Pigeon Columba livia

Very common resident breeder.

Largest flocks reported werg70 Buckie shipyard 14 Oct, 155 Lossiemouth harbour 4 Dec and 125 Elgin 31
Aug.
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Stock Dove  Columba oenas

Scarce resident breede

Breeding season: Records in the period late Mauh included2 Beatshach (Ben Rinnes) 18 M&y,
Darkland 29 May, 1 Dipple 12 May, 2 Findhorn Bay 23 Apr, 2 Kinloss 25 Jun, 2 Loch Spynie 12 May and
Torrieston 13 Apr.

Autumn/winter records from additional localities weteArradoul 6 Nov, 3 Milltown airfield 3 Feb, 1
Nether Birnie 2 Jan, 1 Tugn@tSep and 7 Urquhart 8 Nov.

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus

Very common resident breeder.

Flocks of 300 or more were 1500 Darkland/Woodside 15 Dec, 550 Dryburn (Dallachy) 150Ddopch
Spynie 5 Dec, 450 Burnside of Enzie 13 Dec and 300 Broadley (Clo2haex).

Song reported as early as 1 Jan (Kingston) and as late (or early for 2013) as 26 Dec (Garmouth). A recer
fledged juvenile was at Linkwood (Elgin) on 17 Oct.

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto

Very common resident breeder.

The population comiues at aelatively low level compared with former year3he only count to exceed
nine was 14 Clochan 22 Jan.

Maximum countsince 198have been:

198 1987 1983 198 1990 1991 199 1993 19A 1995
35 26 41 35 22 38 52 66 25 100

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
22 24 26 17 31 32 17 19 20 22

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
16 11 14 11 22 20 14

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

Summer visitor anthirly common breeder.

Arrival: No April reports. First song, in May, was heard at Archiestow £, Glenlivet on &, Ben Rinnes

on 7" andLossie Forest on"d

Subsequently seen or heardAtnoch (May), Clochan (May), Cloddach (Jun), Coltfield (May), Cullen
(May), Dava (Jun), Dufftown (May), Dunphail (May), Findhorn (Jun), Glenlatteracy)Minloss (May),
Knauchland (Rothiemay) (Jun), Hi ghl and Boath (

(Aug).

Barn Owl  7yfo alba

Scarce resident breeder.

After two severe winters, 20112 was rather less harsh and there was a smallwéleome, increase in
records during the Aprluly breeding season. Birds were seen during this period at Carn Ghiubhais, Culler
Dava, Forres, Inchberry, Keith, Overton, Portknoclpynie canaand Wellheads (Enzie).

The number of occupidareedingseasorocalitiesreported in each dhe past 10 years has been:

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
15 11 13 21 10 9 5 0 1 9
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At other times of year, reports came frome following additional sitesAuldearn (Feb)Barmuckity (Jan),
Bawls (Sep), Cawdor (Nov), Clochan (Mar), Covesea (Oct), Craigellachie (Mar, K@grgetown
(Ballindalloch) (Dec), Half Davoch (Nov), Hillhall (Oct), Marionburgh (Ballindalloch) (Dec) and
Westertown (Dufftown) (Dec).

The total number of localities from wdin Barn Owls were reported (at any time of year) since 2003 is:

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
33 31 27 31 21 40 20 11 13 21

Tawny Owl  Strix aluco

Common resident breeder.

Breeding confirmed aberlour, Auchinhandoch (Dufftown),dch Oire and Mayne Lodge (Elgin).

High road mortality on the A96 between Ardgye and Quarrelwood where three were found dead in a tv
week period in July.

At Tomnavoulin, one was perched in the sunshine in a roadside tree in mid afternoon on 29 Apr.

NeV\Ay fledged Tawny Owls near Dufftown May 2012 (Photo: Flona McHugh)

Long- eared Owl  As/o otus

Scarce resident breeder.

No breeding reports received for 2012. All records were in the autumn period: 1 Findhorn Bay 7 Oct (EH),
Half Davoch 31 Oct (RHD) antl Overton (Macallan Distillery) 26 Sep, 23 Nov and 26 Nov (AE).
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Short - eared Owl  Asio flammeus

Rare breeder and very scarce migrant.

Breeding: Present insummer inbreeding habitat irseveral localities around the Cabrach area where
sightings included 2 ra& Cabrach House 9 AgiFr), 2 Elrick 15 Jun, 2 Hill of Bank 15 Juf, Ardwell 24
Jun, 3 Balvalley Mog¥he Rone24 Jun(all FMc). The dates and distribution suggest two, and possibly
three, pairs in the area. Another pair near Dune@ss occasionally een within the Moray & Nairn
boundary but the territory was probably centred to the south (PSw, SMc).

In the early winter period, 3 Coltfield 2 Mar (still 2 there 23 Mar) (RHD), 2 Nairn Bar 9 Feby(M$ull 1
there 12 Feb [DCJ]) and 1 PortknockieMar (LS).

Still in the coastal plain in early spring were 2 Kinloss 12 Apr (AJL) and 1 Salterhill 25 IMay.(

On the south side of Findhorn Baygetween Netherton and Kinlgssne was seen almost daily between 29
Jun13 Jul (GMcM) and again on 3 Aug &), 18 Aug (GMcM),3-7 Sep (GMcM), 31 Oct (AJL) and 1
Nov (GMcM).

Also present in late summer at the Spey estuary where a single bird was se8nAoig $P&IB), 1516

Aug (MJHC) and 25 Aug (DGD).

Swift  Apus apus

Summer visitor and common breeder.

Arrival: No April records. First reports, in May, were 1 ArchiestoWh 3 Clochan %, 2 Loch Spynie 8

and 2 Portknockie 1t

In cold, overcast conditions, large numbers were seeking food over the reedbeds and woodland around,
to the west of, SpyniedPace in mid June. About 200 were estimated dha@ 250 on 1%. Other counts
received were40 Loch Spynie 18 May (50 there 3 Jun), 13 Lossiemouth harbour 21 30apyver
Bishopmill (Elgin) 7 Jun, 25 over Elgin cemetery 7 Jun, 15 Forres (over RivethBm) 1 Jul, 10 Mill of
Grange 11 Jul and 18 Portknockie 28 Jul.

Last of the year were 7 high over Clochan 17 Aug, 2 Burghead 20 Aug and 1 Lossie estuary 1 Sep.

Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis
Very scarce visitor and occasional breeder.
A very poor year witlonly one report, of a single bird at Tugnet on 29 Jun (KP).

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major

Common resident breeder.

Records received from@0 localities with numerous reports of birds visiting garden feeders. Nine birds
attracted in this wawere ringed at Cairnfield during the year (HC) and a further seven at Clochan (MJHC)
Although the two sites are only around 2 km apart there was no interchange of birds revealed by this ringi
Early drumming at Scarffbanks on 11 Feb.

Magpie Pica pica

Common resident breeder.

Recorded at Auchindoun Castle, Auchroisk, Bishopmill (ElginBroadley (near Clochan)Buckie,
Burghead, Clochan, Coltfield, Covesg€aummingston, Drainie, Dufftown, Hopeman, Kingsteps (Nairn),
Kingston, Kinloss, Lhanbryde, Lossmuth west beach, Mains of Allanbuie (Keith), Milton Brodie, Moss
of Barmuckity, Plewlands and Roseisle maltings.

Largest groups wer@ near Burghead 30 Dec and 8 Kinloss 2 Mar and 7 Oct.
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Jay Garrulus glandarius

Fairly commorresident breeder.

Breeding season: ApsAugustreports came frorBinn Hill (Garmouth), Cloddach quarry, Kirkside (Nether
Birnie), Loch Spynie, Lossie Forest, Pitgaveny, Relugas, Sanquhar (Forres), Torwinny, Yellowbog ar
Whiteash Hill Wood.

At other seasons, Jays werersed Alves (Nov), Braidbog (Jan), Burghead (Nov), Cairnfield [Buckie]
(Feb), Culbin Forest (Jan), Dallas Dhu [Forres] (Oct), Stoneyford (Nesghabers [Deer Park] (Oct),
Gownie [Aberlour] Feb, Hillhead of Rannas (Jan), Kinloss (Jan, Feb, Oct), Loch @dBp Roseisle
Forest (Sep, Oct), Scabbed Hill [Clochan] (Nov) and Stynie (Nov, Dec).

Largest groups wer@ Loch Spynie 19 Sep, 6 Fochabers (Deer Park) 20 Oct, 6 Loch Spynie 27 Jan,
Sanquhar (Forres) 25 Apnd 5 Scarffbanks 9 Feb.

Jackdaw Corvus mondula

Very common resident breeder.

On 14 Jan, 890 flew west over Porttannachy in the late afternoon, presumably heading for the Mosstodl
roost (MJHC). Subsequent observations indicated that this was likely to be the entire coastal populat
from Buckie and at least as far east as Findochty. On 17 Nov, 230 were inr@sgrdlock at Lower
Auchenreath and on 26 Dec there were hundreds in@pst gathering near Garmouth viaduct. On 23 Jan,
75 flew east over Linkwood (Elgiri) also apparently heady for the Mossstodloch roost. Otherwise, 45
Clochan 9 Mar and 35 Tugnet 7 Nov were the highest counts received.

First nest building observed at Clochan on 23 Feb. A group of 18 was feeding among seaweed on the Lo
estuary on 28 Sep.

Rook Corvus frug rlegus

Very common resident breeder.

Breeding: Nest building notatkar Garmouth on 26 Feb.

On 9 Jul, ¢.800 were feeding in a newlyt sileage field. A flock of ¢.500 corvids near Nairn golf club car
park on 30 Nov was probably composed mostly of Roakd, 400 flew east over Linkwood (Elgin) on 23
Jan, probably heading to the Mosstodloch roost. On 20 Oct, 16 vesliedeon algaeovered tidal shingle
at Kingston.

Carrion Crow  Corvus corone
Very common resident breeder.
One was already incubating imast at Linkwood (Elgin) on 7 Apr.

Good numbers all year at the Lossie estuary where maximum monthly counts were:

nc nc nc 10 45 46 17 53 63 nc nc 28

Elsewhere, counts exceeding 20 were 50 FindhornlBa@ct and, on the Spey estuary, 24 on 15 Mar, 23
on 28 Apr and 26 on 9 Sep.

Hooded Crow Corvus cornix

Scarce visitoand rare breeder

PureHooded Crowgor Carrion x Hooded hybrids very closely resembling Hooded) inclad&dhiestown

14 Mar (and 1 @ 30 Apr) 3 Binsness 30 Aug, 1 Bishopmill (Elgin) 28 JanCloddach quarrgl Oct 1
Culbin Bar20 Apr, 1Elgin 31 Aug (and 1 on 28 Sep), 1 Linkwood (Elgin) 5 Dec, 1 Muirton 28 Jan, 4 Nairn

Page p9



Birds in Moray & Nairn| 2012

harbour 1 Oct (and 2 on 8 Oct) and 1 Roseisle 28 Jan. On the lessuary, a single bird was present on 13
Feb, 21 May, 16 Jul, 31 Aug and 5 Segnd there were 2 on 18 Jun and 22 Aug.

Hybrids wereoften seen in the crow flock on the Lossie estuary. Monthly maxima here were:

nc nc nc 1 3 1 6 4 3 nc nc 2

The only other report was 1 Tugnet 9 Sep.

Raven Corvus corax

Scarce visitoand rarebreeder.

Breeding:At the coast, one pair nested again at Tronach Head and flédggdung (MJHC LSi, RMu).
Despite breedip taking place at this site for about seven years there is still no evidence of breedin
anywhere else in Moray & Nairn.

Ravensare however becoming an increasingly frequent sight and sound over the uplands at all seasons.
few records received for 2@Qgreatly understate the situatidnLadder Hills 24 Mar, 2 Glen Brown 29 Apr,

1 Ben Rinnes 13 Jun,Achiestown 7 Oc(2 there 20 Oct and 7 Ng\3 Creag an Tarmachain (Cromdales)
19 Aug, 2 Ben Main 18 Nov and 2 Dava 11 Dec.

Raven, Ben Mai November 2012 (Photo: Fiona McHugh)

Goldcrest  Regulus regulus
Very common resident breeder and scarce migrant.
Two along the old railway line footpath at Portknockie on 17iQuissibly migrants.
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Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus
Very common resident breer.
Early nest building at Alves on 19 Mar

Nest boxes:
Mean clutch Mean fledged brood Mean fledged brood
(all pairs) (successful pairs only)
Loch Spynie 34 7.9 6.4 7.2 (n=30
(RP, CAG)

An averageyear at Loch Spyniéor clutch size andledging succesghough down a little by comparison
with 2011 There were five occupied nest boxes in ¢.100m at the south end of th&@Hhecproportion of
juveniles caught per adult foingingat t he &6 Con st aomly 1.9B8fwelbdown fr&m G.3eird
2011 and suggesting poor pdkdging chick survival (RP).

v

In a mixed conifer/birch wood at Birkenh(thear Elgin), 7 pairs laid a mean clutch of 7.4 eggs, and six pairs

were successful in raising wafown chicks at a mean of 6.8 chicks per succegpsiul(RP).

Great Tit  Parus major
Very common resident breeder.
First songClochan 11 Jan

Nest boxes:
Mean clutch Mean fledged brood Mean fledged brood
(all pairs) (successful pairs only)
Loch Spynie 13 7.0 6.5 6.5 (n=13
(RP, CAQ

Fledging success was down from 7.2 per successful pair in P@dductivity, as assessed byging at the
6Const ant,rekzchlédaSjuveni®s caught per adutiown from1.7 in 2011RP).

Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus
Common residertreeder.

Breeding: Two nest boxes were occupied in Lossie Forest. One brood of 5 young fledged successfully

the 6 chicks in the other brood died in the nest for unknown reasons (MJHC).
Two were at Kinloss on 21 May (AJL). On the fringes of the rangeeV@ near Loch Allan (Dava) 30 Jun
(MJHC) and 1 Loch na Bo 7 Oct (MJHC).

Crested Tit in Lossie Forest, October 20RAdto:Gordon Biggs)
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