Birds In
Moray &
Nairn




Birds in Moray & Nairn| 2013

Birds in Moray & Nairnin 2013

MORAY & NAIRN BIRD REPORT
No.2871 2013

Publishedat www.birdsinmorayandnairn.olig February2015

CONTENTS

Page

Editorial 3
How to submit records 4
Assessment of rarity records 4
Observers contributgto Birds in Moray & Nairn 2013 6
Species accounts 7
Redbacked Shrikes breeding in Moray in 2013 72

Martin Cook
Mongolian (Lesser Sand) Plover at LossiemoutBw to Moray & Nairn

Margaret Sharpe 74
White-rumped Sandpiper in Findhorn Bagecond record for Moray & Nairn

Richard Somers Cocks 76
Ringing Report 203 Bob Proctor 78
Grid references of localities mentioniedthe species accounts 86

Edited by MartilCo ok ( Scotti sh Ornit Mordy&dlairs)t sdé6 CIl ub R

Page P


http://www.birdsinmorayandnairn.org/

Birds in Moray & Nairn| 2013

Cover photographihite-rumped Sandpiper at Findhorn, 11 June 201y Backy.

Species account authors:

Tony Backx Brambling to Corn Bunting
Mike Collins Ring Ouzel to Wheatear
Martin Cook Quail to Crane, Pomarine Skua to Guillemot, Feral Pigeon tebBekied

Shrike, Goldcrest to Skylark, Lortgiled Tit, Waxwing to Dipper,
Dunnock to Tree Sparrow
Duncan Gibson Oystercatcher to Snipe

Bob Johnson Wood Warbler to Sedge Warbler
Melvin Morrison Sand Martin to House Martin, Grey Wagtail to Rock Pipit
Bob Proctor Mute Swan to Goosander
Richard Somers Cocks Little Tern to Great Blaekcked Gull
Alastair Young Magpie to Raven
EDITORIAL

Twernty-eight annual editions of Moray & Nairn's bird report have now appeared since the first in 198&
Things have come a long way since that first repar25 page typed A4 document, copied on a duplicating
machine. The printed report gradually evolveztitled Moray & Nairn Bird Reporuntil 1998 andBirds in
Moray & Nairn thereafter. Since 2010, the report has been available only online at
www.birdsinmorayandnairn.org. For those who wish a hard copy, this can be printed from the websit
Among many bend&tk of the online approach is that the report is searchable, and can be amended
necessary.

In 1985 a total 0of25 observers contributezhly a few hundred recordsetween themin 2013, if the input

from BirdTrack is included, 207 observers contribu@@g767 recordsClearly this great volume of material

is very much to be welcomed in building an increasingly thorough knowledge of the bird life of Moray &
Nairn. It does however impose an eumreasing workload on those involved with compiling the
information, writing the species accounts and editing the report. The editor is very grateful to those (nam
above) who have assisted with the production of species accounts for this report. Any further forms
assistance would be greatly appreciatptbag get in touch with the editor if you feel able to devote some
hours to the cause.

In addition to the species account authdrs, éditor would like to thank all thoseého have submitted their
observationsandthe photographers who have generoystymitted the use of their images.

HOW TO SUBMIT RECORDS

There are two main ways in which you can submit your records:

1. To Birdtrack
The Scottish Ornithologistsd Club is now a Bird

BirdTrack is an exciting new wellased bird recording project that looks at migration movements and
distributions of birds throughout Britain and Ireland. It provides facilities for observers to store and manag
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their own personal records as well as udimgse for the production of local bird reports, and to support
species conservation at local, regional, national and even international scales.

The principle behind BirdTrack is that if you have been out birdwatching anywhere in Britain and Ireland, c
merely watching birds in your garden, records of the birds you have seen (or indeed have not seen) car
useful data. Thus the scheme is ygamd, and ongoing, and anyone with an interest in birds can contribute.
Important results produced by BirdTrack lue mapping migration timings and monitoring scarce birds.
We know very little about the timing of arrival and departure of winter visitors and this is just one area i
which BirdTrack will provide useful information. There are also many scarce birde wigewould like to
know much more about their populations. The SOC hopes that most birdwatchers in Scotland will so
adopt BirdTrack as their main bird recording and information sharing tool.

To find out more, or to register and get started, visit thelTBack website atvww.bto.org/volunteer
surveys/birdtrack

2. To the Moray and Nairn Recorder

Records may be submitted periodically during the year or in one batch as soon as possibleeaiteotthe
the year, and by the end of January at the latest. Although any format is acceptable, the Recorder woulc
very grateful to receive as many submissions as possible oniExcgreadsheet with appropriate headings
may be obtained from thRecorde (see below). Minimum information required for each record should
include species name, number, date and location (if possible wiiigaré map reference, although a 4
figure map reference is often adequate).

More information on how, and where, tobsmi t your records can be f ol
section of the Birds in Moray and Nairn websitat www.birdsinmorayandnairn.org/bird
recording/submittingecords/

ASSESSMENT OF RARITY RECORDS

In order that an entirely accurate archivereéords of rare and scarce species is maintained it is clearly
important to apply consistent standards to the acceptance of such records. This is ensured through a sy
of assessment of written descriptions of the circumstances of the occurrence lediod itself. Those

who make use of our reports in the future must have confidence that all published records have be
scrutinised and considered acceptable by the birding community of today.

A threetier system of record assessment exists:

British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC) assesses records of extreme rarities, in a British context. The
full committee contains ten voting members of which at least nine must vote in favour of a record foritto t
accepted.

A list of species currently considered BBRC can be found at

www.bbrc.org.uk/currentrarespecies.htm

Scottish Birds Records Committee(SBRC) assesses records of birds rare in a Scottish context but no
sufficiently rare to be assessed by BBRC. The committee consists of seven voting membas af least

six must vote in favour.

A list of species currently considered by SBRC can be found at

www.the-soc.org.uk/sbrdist.ntm

Page f


http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/birdtrack
http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/birdtrack

Birds in Moray & Nairn| 2013

Moray & Nairn R arities Committee(MNRC) assesses slightly less rare Scottish species and all other loca
rarities. The committee consists of five voting members of which at least four must vote in favour for
record to be accepted. Current membership of MNRC is Martin Cook, Roy DBamisan Gibson, Bob

Proctor and Dave Pullan.

The following species are currently on the MNRC list:

Bewi ckds Swan

Bean Goose

American Wigeon

Greenwinged Teal

Garganey (not ad.M)

Ring-necked Duck

Ruddy Duck (not ad.M) Surf Scoter (not ad.M) BalearicShearwater
Leachodés Petrel Rednecked Grebe Black-necked Grebe
White Stork Spoonbill Bittern

Little Egret Great White Egret Honeybuzzard
Roughlegged Buzzard Hobby Spotted Crake
Corncrake Crane Avocet

Little Ringed Plover

American Golden Plover

Temmi nckds Stint

Pectoral Sandpiper

Buff-breasted Sandpiper

Rednecked Phalarope

Grey Phalarope

Long-tailed Skua

Sabinebs Gul |

Mediterrean Gull Ring-billed Gull Black Tern
Roseate Tern Turtle Dove Nightjar

Hoopoe Wryneck Green Woodpecker
RedbackedShrike Great Grey Shrike Golden Oriole
Chough Bearded Tit Shore Lark

Pall asb6s War bl er| Yellow-browed Warbler Reed Warbler
Icterine Warbler Lesser Whitethroat Firecrest

Nuthatch Rosecoloured Starling Bluethroat

Black Redstart Yellow Wagtalil Ri ¢ h ®ipitd 6 s
Water Pipit Common Rosefinch Hawfinch

Lapland Bunting

Please note the addition of Rethecked Grebe and Green Woodpecker to this list in 201&and of

Rough-legged Buzzard, Great White Egret and Water Pipit in 2012

Other species recorded for tfiest time in Moray & Nairn, and not on BBRC or SBRC lists, are also
assessed by MNRC.

If you find a rare species in Moray & Nairn, please contact the recorder (Martin Cook) who will provide
forms and forward these to the relevant committdeernatively, further information and forms can be
found and downloaded from the website at www.birdsinmorayandnairn.orgéoiodding/morasnairn
raritiescommittee/

Records of species on the lists of BBRC, SBRC or MNRC will only appeBirds in Moray & Nairn
following acceptance of the record by the relevant committee. It must be stressed, however, that the fail
of a record to be accepted by a committee does not imply disbelief of the observer, or that the observe
mistaken in the identification; simptiat not quite enough evidence has been assimilated by the observer i
the time or conditions available.
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OBSERVERS CONTRIBUTING TO BIRDS IN MORAY & NAIRN 2013

T. Adkins, G. Aitken (GAa), S. Andrews (SA), F. Antley (FA), D. Avis (DA), A. Backx (ABa), C. Baggott,

I. Bailey, K. Barnes, I. Bell, K. Bennett, G. Biggs (GBig), J. Bingley, B. Blackhall, W.R.P.B. Bourne, A.
Bowie, R. Brand, I. Brown, S. Brown, M. BrucA, Burgess, J. Butcher (JBu), M. Byatt, J. Byrne, M.
Cameron (MCa), P. Carter, B. Catlin, S. Chalmers (ScC), B. Chappell, R. Christopher, H. Clark (HC),
Clarke (BCI), J. Clarke (JCI), K. Clarke (KCI), M. Coath (MCoa), M. Collins (MColl), G. Connel, /.
Cook (MJHC), S. Cooper (SuC), C. Corfield, P. Cosgrove (PC), B. Cosnette (BCo), B. Coursey, J.K. Cra
(JKC), R. Cripps, G. Cross, M. Crutch (MCr), A. Cunningham, M. Darling (MDa), A. Davidson (AD), J.
Davies, R.H. Dennis (RHD), D.G. Devonport (DGDO), Donaldson, D. Dugan, J. Duncan, K. Duncan
(KD), A. Edward (AE), C.S. Elder (CSE), M. Esson, B. Etheridge, E. Evans, H.&D. Failey, H. Farquha
(HF), C. Farrell, N. Fettes, I. Francis (IFr), A. Fraser (AFr), M. Fraser (MFr), C.A. Gervaise (CAG), D.A.
Gibson (DAG), A. Gordon (AlaG), J. Gordon, P. Gordon (PG), P. Gordon Smith (PGS), L. Graham, M.N
Grant (MNG), I. Green, K.L. Guthrie (KLG), A. Hall, A. Harrison, P. Harvey, E. Harwood (EH), G.
Helweg, D. Heptinstall, R.F. Hewitt (RFH), J. Hogg, P. Hyvonen)(FR Ingleston, H. Insley, D. Jarett, R.
Johnson (RJ), C. Jones, M. Keighley (MKe), S. Kerr, A.G. Knox (AGK), J.D. Law (JDL), A.J. Lawrence
(AJL), C. Leslie, N. Littlewood (NLi), B. Loveland, N. Lynch, W. MacAlpine, A. MacAskill (AMca), D.
MacAskill (DMca), J. MacKinnon, A. Maclea&hang, D. Main (DMai), J. Mair, V. Mayall, P. Mayhew,

K. McArdle, S. McArdle (SMc), J.&H. McDonald, F. McHugh (FMc), L. Mclnnes, R. Mcintyre, G.
McMullins (GMcM), A. McPherson, A.Millar, C. Miller, S.P. Milligan (SPM), C. Mitdh¢CMit), E.
Mitchell (EMit), P. Moore, L. Morrison, W.M. Morrison (WMM), A. Murray (AMu), R. Murray (RMu), G.
Nairne, S.D. Noble, P. Osborn, B. Osborne, K. Patterson, S. Patterson, D. Pierce (DPi), T. Poole (TP)
Pott, J. Poyner (JPoy), R. PrenticeP(R G. Prest (GP), J. Preston, D. Pritchard, R. Proctor (RP), D.M.
Pullan (DMP), D. Puplett, J.C. Quilter, M. Ranner (MRa), S. Reed (SRee), D.J. Rennison, A.&F. Ritchi
(AR, A&FR), K. Rome (KR), C. Round (CRo0), L. Russell, L. Schofield (LSc), E. Seadan, H.
Shannon (HS), M. Sharpe (MSh), D. & C. Shaw, C. Shepherd (CSh), A. Shields, D. Simpson, J. Simps
(JSi), K. Simpson, L. Simpson (LSi), D. Slater, G. Smith, R. Smith (RS), R. Somers Cocks (RSC), M
Souter (MSo), Mr Spackman, P. Stronach, A. Stongdk. Summers, E. Sutherland, N. Sutherland (NS),
I.S. Suttie (ISS), P. Sutton, P. Swainson (PSw), W.G. Taylor, C. Taylor, S. Taylor, B. Thompson, R. Toz
(RTo), C. Trollope, A.E. Turner (AET), C. Voic&. Wanless (SWa)]. Watson, Y. Watson, E. Weston
(EWe), D. Wheeler, D. Whitaker, M. Whitaker, M. Whitton (MWh), I. Wilde, D. Wilkinson, A. Williams
(AW), C.S. Williamson (CSW), G. Wilson (GWi), J. Wilson, R. Wilson (RW), K. Woods, B. Woolhouse,
V. Wotton, K. Yates, A. Young (AY).

Apologies to anyonaccidentally omitted.
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS

The following terms are used at the start of each species account to denote relative abundance:

Breeding species:

Occasional Has bred but none in most years
Rare 1-10 pairs in most years

Scarce 11-50 pairs

Fairly common 51-200 pairs

Common 201-500 pairs

Very common more than 500 pairs

Non-breeding species:

Rare 1-20 records in total

Very scarce Not rare but less than 10 in most years
Scarce 10-50 in most years

Fairly common 51-200in most years

Common 201-500 annually

Very common more than 500 annually

Mute Swan  Cygnus olor

Scarce resident breeder and shdistance migrant. Common in winter.

Breeding: A total of 19 apparently occupied territories was recorded in 2013, 3vjthis producing 87
young; of these,73 appear to have fledged. The mean total of fledged young in 2013 is slightly higher tr
the mean of 4.4 fledged young for the last 10 years. Territorial disputes noted at Cooper Park pond (Elg
and Loch Oire, theakterinvolving six adults this may suggest that breeding sites are at a premium.

Mean number of young probably fledging from those pairs known to have produced young:

Year 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Pairs 11 13 18 19 10 14 17 17 13 19 13
Young fledged 52 67 65 110 51 59 57 84 53 53 73
Mean 4.7 5.2 3.6 5.8 5.1 4.2 3.3 4.9 4.1 2.8 5.6

Maximum monthly counts of local flocks (excluding breeding birds in Aduidjust) were:

J F \Y A M J J A S O N D

Loch Flemington 15 15 nc Breeders nc 67 51 79
Findhorn Bay 7 6 15 25 45 53 28 2 35 27 14 7
Lossie estuary nc 1 2 2 2 nc 2 nc 2 nc nc 2
Loch Spynie 115 59 80 Breeders 11 20 68 65
Cloddach 38 18 18 Breeders 14 nc 49 nc
Loch Oire 9 10 11 Breeders 4 4 3 3
Loch na Bo nc 3 4 Breeders 6 4 nc 1
Spey estuary 2 2 1 3 13 17 20 6 12 10 2 2

nc = no count received

Other sites with counts of ten or maneludedtenfeeding in a field at Pitairlie 14 Apr.

Coastal records (max. countS)between Delniedlairn 13 Jan, 3 on the sea dffignet 4 Aug an@® on the
sea off Findhorn 1 Sep.
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Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus

Common migrant and winter visitor.

Winter-spring: In Nairn two sites were used this year (three less than 2012): Loch Flemington (37 on 1.
Jan) and Delnies (8 on 28 Feb). In Moray, birds were recorded at 14 sites (five more than 2012), larg
counts from each site were: 1bBanbryde 1 Jan, 70 Pinefield 3 JarCléchan 8 & 29 Jan, 4brainie 10

Jan, ¢.150 Barmuckity 12 Jan, 129 Loch na Bo 15 Jan, 16 Findhorn Bay 19 Jan, 47 Loch Spynie 27 Jal
Kingston 29 Jan, 57 Binns (Garmouth) 11 Feb, 31 Muir of Lochs 2 Mar, 50 Muirton 3 Mar, 72 Pitairlie 1¢
Mar and75 Calcds 20 Mar.

Spring: The largest flock during this period was 7 Pitairlie 19, 22 & 28 Apr. A small group was present i
the Loch Spynie/Pitairlie area from-P9 Apr. In late spring a single was present on Findhorn Bay 29 May.
Unusual on Lossie estuary we®n 28 Apr.

Summer: An injured individual was seen throughout the summer and into the autumn on the Spey estu
from 11 Jun to at least 25 Oct. It was also seen with a Patighd individual on 13 & 15 Sep, though it is
unknown if the Polishinged indvidual summered locally between #&8egember Two were on Loch

Oire 29 Jun (one of which was the Polisiged individual).

Autumn: The first record for the autumn period was an individual at the Cloddach quarry 29 Sep. The ne
arrival date was 2 Octhen two were seen in Findhorn Bay. The first flock, consisting of seven birds, was
seen at Loch Spynie 8 Oct. These were followed by other groups throughout October: 6 Ab&lesaL0
Duffus Castle 18, 2 Findhorn Bay 1", 15 Spey estuary 426 on24", 16 on 28), 2 Lossie estuary 17

31 Gilston 12 (35 on 19", 6 Findhorn Bay 13(4 on 16"), 28 Loch Spynie 13(15 on 14, 29 on 17, 24

on 30", 9 Loch na Bo 18 12 Loch Flemington 28 9 Waterford (Forres) 24 5 Burghead26”, 25
Orbliston 28", 130 Salterhill 28 (122 on 2%), 23 Loch Flemington 27 4 Burghead Bay (on sea)™and

5 Broadley (Clochan) 29 In November, flocks with ten or more individuals were seen at 11 sites;
estimated 100 Loch Spynié'was the largestock recorded while 78 Loch Flemington"i@as the largest
count from Nairn.

Winter (December): In Nairn, birds were recorded at two sites: Loch Flemington $4(drofiping to 85

on 18" and 6 Moyness ¥with only two there the next day). In May, seen at eight sites in December:
25 Bellie cemetery 1st, 17 Clochafl, 81 Burnside of Enzie 11 3 Loch Spynie 18 2 Spey estuarg5", 1

on the sea Portgordon 536 Urquhart 2% and 1 Corbiewell 28. A single on The Lein (Kingston) 22 Dec
may have involved the injured bird from the Spey estuary.

Distinct broods during the autumn and winter periods produced a mean brood size of 2.8 young.

Bean Goose Anser fabalis

Rare winter visitor.

After the unprecentemflux in the winter of 2012012 the species has regained its rarity status locally. A
single individual was seen around the Netherton Farm area on the southern edge of Findheti&Bay 1
Jan (GMcM,RTo, RHD) and another was in this area on 4 Oct (GMcM).

Pink- footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus

Very common migrant and winteisitor.

Winter (Januamymid March): Six flocks reported from Nairwith two large flocks, both estimated to
involve 2000 individualson 30 Jan & 16 Mar. Typically in Moray, well scattered reports throughout the
coastal area but only a small number eésicontaining flocks over 1000 individuals. The largest counts
included 10360flying east over Clochan in one hour in the early morning oflJ4di(MJHC). Smilar
numberswere recorded commuting daily between Findhorn Bay (rods) nd fields around Ctian,
Broadley, Muir of Holmie andHill of Menduff (MJHC, RFH). Otherwise, 7500 Miltonduff 19 Jan, c.4500
Feddan (Brodie) 23 Jan, 5500 Woodside (Newton) 27 Jan, 2000 Findhorn Bay 10 Feb, ¢.8000 Clodd:
quarry 16 Feb and 2500 Coltfield 20 Feb.
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Spring passge (max. counts): The largest flocks seen during this period were ¢.2500 Tomhommie 9 Af
and 2500 Findhorn Bag2 Apr. Elsewhere numbers were much lower with the only sizeable flocks being
€.2000 Nairn 21 Apr, 1570 Lhanbryde 25 Apr and ¢.2500 Coltfield#5

Summer: Present in the Netherton area of Findhorn Bay from 2 Jun to 3 Jul. Maximum count was 7 on 4 .
and two still present on 3 Jul at the Mosset Burn mouth (GMEJHC, AJL).

Autumn: A single at Coltfield 8 Sep may have been one of the summedviguals. The first main arrival
involved three skeins (consisting of 15, 16, & 57) in the Findhorn Bay area on 16 Sep (a typical arriv
date). Between 187 Sep a total of 17 skeins were reported flying over. Large counts during this period
were typially in the Findhorn Bay/Forres area: ¢.4000 Easter Newf@%eSep an®100+ Findhorn Bay

29 Sep. In October, the largest flock was 21500 roosting at Findhorn BdYy @®HD) - larger estimates
have occurred previously (e.g. an estimate in exce38aH0 was made on 30 Oct 2005 in the Loch Spynie
area). In November, flocks over 1000 were seen at Findhorn Bay (c.406%),a@l@ldach (c.2000 on 29
Corbiewell (c.1000 on Zlincluded a leucistic individual) and Lower Hempriggs (c.1000 d1.29

Winter: Most flocks reported involved small numbdtsing Decembewhich hasbeen normal for recent
years. I-d)vt\aever,three large flocks were reported: 2250 Findhorn Ba, 101500 Nairn 28 and ¢.1000
Coltfield 4.

White - fronted Goose  Anser albifrons

Very scarce winter visitor.

Two records. The first, considered todfeEuropearraceA. a. albifrons on 19 Jan at Miltonhill (RFH) and
the second, not identified to race, on 5 Oct at Coltfield (FA).

Greylag Goose Anser anser

Rare breeder and very commamter visitor.

Winter-spring: Flocks containing 500 or more birds were recorded at three sites (one site in 201z
maximum counts at each site were: 3000 Clochan area (Broadley, Muir of Holmie, Hill of Menduff) 12 Jar
1610 (to roost) Loch na Bo 11 Jamdal200 Woodside (Newton) 27 Jdiwenty-three other sites held small
flocks, all under 400 individuals.

Range of all flock sizes reported containing less than 400 individuaspla2012 and 2013:

1-100 101-200 201-300 301-400
51 6 8 3
39 7 3 1

Summer:In the Dava area, group of 10 adults and 4 young on a small lochan 23AET) was the only
record of young fronthis area.Nearby, aults were also present on a small lochan near Aitnoch (10), Loch
Tutach (several), Loch Dallas (paahd Black Loch4). In the coastal strip, breeding was confirmed on 26
May at Loch Spyni€brood of 5) and Lossie Forest (brood of 2) (MJHC). Both family groups appear to have
moved to the Lossie estuary briefly; the Lossie forest brood e?242Ril (DAG),and the Loch Spynie
family group on 30 Jul (RP). Two pairs were also present at the Cloddach quarry 29 Jun but no broods w
seen (MJHC). In other areas, maximum counts included: 2 Tugnet 7 May, 4 Tomintoul 29 May, 50 Findho
Bay 27 Jun and 25 Nairn Zall.

Late summer: Presumably as a result of fboseding movements, records in August (max. counts)
included: 285 Findhorn Bay 9 Aug, 150 Auldearn 16 Aug aBgey estuary3 Aug.

Autumn: Difficult to assess which are local birds and which are Iceldmwdeders returning in September.
Two large counts recorded in September from Findhorn Bay: 588' and 650 on 8. The largest counts
during October involve®4 west at Burghead $4nd 60 west Burghead 28In November,only one count
exceeded 100 idduals: 200 Clochag6™,
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Winter (max. counts only): No flocks over 500 were recorded. The largest count in this period was 3:
Clochan 31 Dec. Only one other count exceeded 100: 150 near Bellie cemeézry 1

Snow Goose Anser caerulescens

Rare visito or escape.

Two blue morph individuals were seen in the Findhorn Bay/Coltfield/Burghead a2 Adril
(DMai,MJHC,DAG,GBig,AW).

Snow Geese, Coltfield 26 April 2013 (Photo: Andy Williams)

Canada Goose Branta canadensis

Scarce migrant in summagre in winter.

Winter records:An adult was present in the Loch Spymea 16 Feli4 Apr (mainly associating with a
group of nine Whooper Swans); the grougsween at Muirton, Loch Spynie, Pitairlie and Calcots. Others
were present at Loch Spynie duritigs period: 3 on 26 Mar, 2 on 16 & 22 Apr, 6 on 23 Apr and 7 on 22 &
25 Apr.

Summer and early autumn passage: Most regular in Findhorn Bag vduerded from 2 JuthO Sep;
counts were made alun 29 (23), 39 (28), 6" (9), 12" (11) and 21 (34), Jul 2 (2), Aug 13" (1), 10" (22),
21%(25), 24" (c.60), 25" (c.95) and 27 (93), and Sep'3(120), 6" (2), 9" (1) and 18 (2). Elsewhere, seen

at White Bridge (Cawdor) (20 south on 16 Jun), Burghead (66 southJom &nd 25 south on 9ud),
Cloddach quarry (2 on 1%§), Loch Spynie (21 on 4 Sep) and Spey estuary (46 on 4 S8pantl3 Sep).

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis

Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Winter-spring: No reports during this period.

Summer: SinglesSpey estuary24 May and Findhorn Bay 2 Jun, may relate to the same wandering
individual.

Autumn: The first was a single flying east at Lossiemouth 29 Sep, which may be the sarhesag 1
estuary 5 Oct. Also in Osber, seen at Nairn Bar (25 on'20 Findhorn Bay (1 02", 8 on &', 1 on 1%, 16
south on 18, 25 west on 177 and 1 on 28), Spey estuary8 on 24-28" and Portknockie (34 east off)1

In Novemberseen at Corbiewell (Garmouth) (adult, 2 juveniles of) 2hd Kingston (1 on 28.

Winter: Only oneaecord during this period concerning a single at Binns (Garmouth) 21 Dec.

Brent Goos e Branta bernicla

Scarce migrant and winter visitor.

All birds assigned to a race were Ligtgllied Brent Goos8.b.hrotaexcept for two records of Dadbellied
Brent Gees®.b.bernicla 1 Spey estuarg Jul (MJHC) and 16 Findhorn Bay 4 Sep (GMcM).

Winter: The usual flock wasrpsenton the NairriNairn Bar shorearea fromthe start of the year untill
Apr; on nine occasions over 70 individuals were countdtie maximumbeing80 on 26 Janwhen three
distinct broods of 4, 4 and 5 were identified (CMit).
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Autumn passage period (S€gt): The first returning individual to the Nairn wintering area was oredse
bead on 23 & 26 Semumbersncreasing to 4 on 112 Oct and30 by 23 NovPassage was good in other
areas: Findhorn Bay (regularly seen 5-8dpNov; max. count 82 on 13 Sep, though majaftyecords less
than 10). A flock of ¢.100 flying west iBurgheadBay on 13 Sepvas probably the birds counted later in
the day in Findhorn Bay. Also in Burghead Bay, 2 flying west on 5 Oct and 1 on 16 Oct. Other sighting
were atCummingston (4 on 2 Oetsame as Lossie estuary birjd?ssie estuary (3 on 7 Sep, 42Q©ct),

off Lossiemouth (6 west on 22 Sefpey estuaryl on 18 Sep, 3 on 26 Sep, 4 o016 Dct) and Strathlene (3
flying east on 7 Sep).

Winter: The only records during this period concerned the Nairn wintering flock. This had graduall
increased from aingle individual in Sef@mberto a maxinum in the region of 60 individison 18 & 28

Dec.

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna

Fairly commorvisitor in winter and spring. Scarce breeder.

Breeding: At the coast,a total of five broodsof ducklingswere seenat Carse of Delnieg4 young,
Findhorn Bay (11 & 5pnd Spey estuary (13 & 5) with a mean brood sizé.@thicks.Fledged yveniles
werelater seen at Findhorn Bay (3 & 8) and on 8pey estuary (11)Jp to six were on the Lossie estuary
in April-June btino evidence of breeding here.

Inland, breeding was confirmed only @loddach quarrwhere a remarkable creche containB&)young
with 4 adultswas found orL8 Jun(CAG) - 27 ducklings were still surviving on 29 Jun (MJHEIlsewhere
inland in the breddg season was 1 Broadley (Clochan) 3 & 14 Apr and 3 May.

Best monthly counts at coastal sites were as follows:

J F M A (Y J J A S @) \ D
Nairn/Culbin Bars 153 94 12 10 2 15 nc nc nc nc nc 110
Findhorn Bay 41 56 71 33 73 89 104 27 35 27 47 41
Lossie estuary 0 0 0 4 6 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Spey estuary 0 8 7 8 22 10 12 3 1 0 0 0

Elsewhere26 Whiteness Head 10 Jun.

Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata

Probable escape or feral origin.

Much more widely reported in 2013 than in recent years. ddusd be the result of recent releases/escapes
(e.g. Cawdor area records) or possibly unconfirmed breeding locally with short distance dispersal. The m
concentration of records for the species in Magyn the Elgin area(mainly the Cooper Park ponah
River Lossie), while in Nairn it is Newton of Budgate (Cawdor).

Cawdor: Three males aballaschyleand a single male at White Brid@2 May,whileon 16
Jun amale at Old Newton of Budgassd a female ddallaschyle(GAa).

Forres: Sightings around the btset area involved a male 28 Jan, a female 2 Nov and a pair 8
Dec. At Sanquhar pond a pair intermittentlyZ®%Nov and 110 Dec(many obs.)

Findhorn Bay: A male onl12 Jun (RHD).

Burghead Bay: A maleon 7 Jun (EH).

Elgin: A male was present on the Qo Park pond, Elgin 19 J&0 May, two males 12

May, female 24 Aug, and 3 (male, juvenile male and juvenile female) 31 Aug (many
obs.). In Seember numbers at the pond increased to a maximum of 8 (2 mal&s, 2 1
year males, 4 femaleslyear females) RP). Also at the Cooper Park pond
aggressive behaviour towards Mallafdsit not Tufted DucKson 26 Jan and display

to a female Mallardon 6 Apr may suggest bonding to a foster species when the
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individual was a duckling (RP). Elsewhere in the Elgin ammorts included a pair
River Lossie (Old Mills) 9 Apr (EM) and a male in a garden Hamilton Drive 18 May

(FA).
Cloddach quarry: A male 67 Jan (DAG,CAG).
Loch QOire: A male on several dates 14 -8iAug (EH,A&FR, MJHC).

Wigeon Anas penelope

Very comron winter visitor and rare breeder.

Breeding: A male on a lochan near Loch St@@#va)25 May (MJHC), two males on Loch Tutach 25 May
(MJHC) and a female at Loch Kirkaldy 3 JMCoa)wereall in suitable habitat

Non-breeders in summer (Majuly): Preset Findhan Bay 9 May8 Jul (max.13 on 24 Jun), pair Lossie
estuary 5 May, 2 pairs Spey estuary 5 May, malen& females Cloddach quarry 26 May, male Loch
Spynie 5 May (increasing to four males on 11 Jun)lahdch Oire 116 Jul (2 on 30 Jul).

A largecount in late summer was 55 Findhorn Bay 25 Aug

Winter: Monthly maximum counts at main coastal sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec
Nairn harbour area 50 nc 82 nc nc nc 6 73
Nairn/Culbin Bars 405 170 60 nc nc 261 nc 173
Findhorn Bay 639 660 460 475 2080 1400 770 1270
Lossie estuary 760 974 637 60 152 526 789 1098
Cloddach 730 440 229 nc nc nc 402 nc
Spey estuary 141 124 94 100 80 150 340 343

Other coastal counts include: 91 Delaiairn 13 Jan, 16 Kingsteps 5 Apr, 22 wBsttghead 24 Oct and 26
PortgordorStrathlene 10 Feb.

Numbers of Wigeon using Lossie estuary fell agdiar the peak of 3158 in 2004. Wintering numbers using
the estuary may be affected by habitat changes (i.e. from aquatic weed to coarse unpalaeb)e gras
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Annual maxima of Wigeon at the Lossie estuary 128%53:
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Year
On freshwater:
NE Feb Mar Apr Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Loch Flemington nc 6 nc 25 nc nc 160 nc 52
Loch Spynie 140 4 nc nc nc 1 1 1 2
Nether Dallachy 21 8 12 6 nc nc nc nc nc
Loch Oire 212 90 44 2 2 34 66 27 13

Other counts on freshwater included 25+ Loch of Blairs 6 Jan.

Gadwall Anas strepera
Scarce visitor.
Seen at five sites (seven in 2012).

Findhorn Bay: 3on 6 JanPMo) and 1 on 27 Oct (RSGMcM).
Loch Spynie: Pair present on 7 May (CAGIF, GBIg).
Loch QOire: RecordedJanuaryJune and again in OctobBecember One male was present 11

Jan25 Jun, a female on 27 Jun and a pair on 9 Feb a@b ¥Pr. In auumn, one
male 7 Oct28 Dec, and a pair on 21 Ndany obs.)On 28 Dec the male was seen
displaying to a female Mallard (RP).

Loch na Bo: Pair 24 Jan and 26 Mar (MJHC).
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Spey estuary: Frequent in spring betwe@1 Apr-30 May, usually 24 but 7 ¢ males3 femalespn
21 Apr(MJHC), 5 on 27 Apr and 6 on 4 May (DAGQ)ess frequent in autumn when
3 females on 2 Augandl1 male on 1&1 Oct(MJHC).

Gadwall on Loch Oire, 25 April 2013 (Photo: Martin Coo)

Teal Anas crecca

Scarce breeder and very commwinter visitor.

Breeding:A female with a brood of ducklings was Loch Noir 9 Jun (IF.

Potential breeding sites occupied during the breeding season inelndglé near Loch Tuta&b May and
a female nearby on 16 Jun (MJHC). In the early partef#ar 5 Loch Kirkaldy 28 Mar were also at a
potential breeding site.

In the coastal strip in summerpair Birnie pool 9 Jun, female Cooper Park pond (Elgin) 18 Jun, 2 pairs
Kingston 11 May, 2 males Loch Spynie 11 Jun, 2 Loch Oire 7 & 25 Jul and 2ESpeyy?2 May.

Monthly maximum counts from main coastal/inland sites outside the breeding season were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 35 7 3 nc nc nc nc nc nc
Findhorn Bay 45 nc 40 75 17 339 397 57 30
Lossie estuary 67 32 66 46 5 11 35 159 200
Loch Spynie 103 59 10 6 nc nc nc 10 2
SpynieCanal 162 150 30 nc nc nc nc nc 50
Cloddach quarry 61 4 18 nc nc nc nc 4 nc
Nether Dallachy tip 8 6 2 5 nc nc nc nc nc
Loch Oire 15 29 15 10 27 66 89 110 166
Loch na Bo 23 48 35 18 nc 13 7 20 41
Spey estuary 114 90 36 75 135 160 111 161 116

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Common resident breeder and winter visitor.

Breeding: The mean brood size from 11 broods was 7.3 chigeountry, broods of ducklings fourat

Loch Dallas and.och Noiron 9 JunMallards wereseen at four sites at the Daeghans but breeding not
confirmed.In the lowlands, teeding confirmed at Moray Crematorium (Broadley) where a nest contained
10-12 eggs, while broods were seen at River Nairn (Nairn), @deark Pond (Elgin), Loch Spynie, Spynie
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Canal,Loch na Bo, Loch Oire and Kingston. Also recorded in suitable breeding habitat in the coastal strip
Findhorn Bay, Bruntlands, Coltfield, Lossie estuary, Netherglen (Coleburn) and Rothes.

Best monthly flaks in regularly counted areas were:

Freshwater:
J = \Y A \Y J J A S @) \ D
Loch Flemington 15 24 nc nc nc nc nc nc nc 6 nc 20
Cooper Park, Elgin 51 40 nc 12 11 11 31 45 39 28 14 12
Loch Spynie 329 120 25 4 3 9 180 nc 19 nc 35 33
Cloddach quarry 163 150 118 nc nc 88 nc nc nc nc 182 nc
LochQire 35 102 109 nc 11 113 79 118 20 30 104 101
Lochna Bo 251 4 11 nc nc nc nc nc 110 53 31 19

Nether Dallachy tip 22 35 5 nc nc 4 11 nc nc nc nc nc

Other freshwater sites holding more than 50 birds were: 100 S@wamal (Ardivot) 27 Jan and 90+ River
Nairn (Nairn) 30 Nov.

Coastal sites:

Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 345 94 nc nc nc 8 nc 16
Findhorn Bay 276 144 139 400 375 102 250 270
Lossie estuary 4 2 5 19 2 12 29 11
Spey estuary nc nc 13 77 47 7 nc 24

The only other coastal site holding more than 50 birds was Portg8ultkpool where 131 were counted
on 15 Dec.

Maximum monthly counts during the summer periodrindhorn Bay wer@ in Apr, 48 inMay, 260 in Jun

and 176 in Julandat the Spey estuarg0 in May, 54 in Jun and 68 in Juh white-plumaged individual
was present at Lossie estuary 8-3ubul.

A hybrid male Mallard x Pintail was present at the Mosset pond (Forres) on several dates frol272 Nov
Dec (AJL,RP).

Pintail Anas acuta
Fairly common winter visitor and migrant. Occasional breeder.
Present at three sites (nine in 2012).

Findhorn Bay: Present betweeh Janr29 Jun and 8 Sepl Dec. large numbers recorded duribgth
periods with maximum cousbf 207 on 10 Feb and 197 on 27 Nov (R&DcM et
al.).

Loch Spynie: A pair on 7 May (HFCAG).

Spey estuary: Recorded orl8 May @ pair), 6 Sep1 female) and 9 Oct (3 females) (MJHC).

The size of the winter flock has increased spectacularly over thEOlagtars, when maxima in each winter
have been as follows:

200304 200405 200506 200607 200708 200809 200910 201011 201112 201213

18 25 20 38 35 21 156 212 216 207
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A hybrid male Mallard x Pintail was present at the Mosset pond (Forresdvamal dates from 2 Ne7
Dec (AJL,RP).

Pintail, Findhorn Bay 2 February 2013 (Photo: Richard Somers Cocks)

Shoveler Anas clypeata
Occasional breeder and scarce migrant.
Seen at six sites (four in 2012).

Findhorn Bay: Present from 11 Sep (singld)3 on 20 Oct, 4 on 26 Oct, female on 28 Oct, juvenile
male 9 Dec and a pair 10 & 11 Dec.

Loch Spynie: Female on 24 Jan.

Lossie estuary: A female on 27 Sep was the"l@cord for the estuary.

Loch na Bo: Male on 24 Jan.

Loch Oire: A single male on 13 Jah/ Feb, 5 May27 Jun and 16 Sep Nov. A single on 30

Nov. A pair was present on 25 Apr and 4 Oct. A male & 2 females on 20 Sep & 23
Oct. Four, consisting of 2 males & 2 females, on 23 Oct & 1 Nov. A male, 2/diast
males and 3 females together on 3vNiecreasing to aale, 2 firstyear males &
female on 21 Nov.

Spey estuary: Pair on 21 Apr.

Pochard Aythya ferina

Scarce winter visitor and occasional breeder.

Recorded at onlytwo sites:

Loch na Bo: Onemale 10 & 24 Jan and 2 males 15 Feb (MJHC).

Loch Spynie: One male2 Jan6 Feband 2 males 24 Jan. Alsariale29 Apr-21 May and 26 Jul. (many
obs.)

No recordsn the second winter period

Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligu la

Scarce breeder and common winter visitor.

Breeding: A nest with a clutch of fiveggs was found at Loch Oire (EHBroods were seen at Cooper Park
pond (Elgin) and.och Spynie, with the mean brood size from five broods being 6.2 chicks.
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Other potential breeding sites occupied during the summer months included Black Loch ([Dag&
Forestand Sanquhar Loch (Forres).
Monthly maximum counts (excluding ducklings) at main sites were:

J F \Y A \Y% J J A S O N D

Loch Spynie 62 40 30 46 60 24 19 nc 40 73 60 43
Cloddach quarry 44 44 52 nc nc 21 nc nc nc nc 33 nc
Cooper Park 42 40 23 15 nc 1 nc nc 7 17 12 25
Nether Dallachy tip 7 5 11 6 nc 5 12 nc nc nc nc nc
Loch na Bo 8 nc 39 50 nc nc nc nc 97 51 34 43
Loch Oire 34 30 29 57 22 31 42 31 19 29 35 24

Elsewhere,15 Spynie Canal was the highest count.
Coastal records included 10 Roseisle 22 Feb, 3 Findhorn Bay 6 Magisg of Delnie20 May, 1 Spey
estuary 6 Sep and 3 Nairn 30 Nowv.

Scaup Aythya marila

Scarce winter visitor.

At the coast, only seen at Burghead, where 12 fleston 24 Sep(DMP).

Estuariesin Findhorn Bay, 1 male on 29 AgrMay (GMcM, RSCandonthe Spey estuayyt male 21 Jun,

3 males 4Aug, 1 female 3 Oct, 5 on 6 Oct and 1 on 24 Nov (MJHC, FBDD

Inland: Only recorded at Loch Spynie. In the early part of the jef@male?6 Jarl Feb and 15 Mar, and 1
male 25 Ap#4 Jun (many obs.). Later in the year, a pair éi0Dec (ABa, RP) and 3 (2 males, 1 female)
on 22 Dec (DAG).

Eider Somateria mollissima

Scarce breeder, common offshore.

Breeding: The mean from four broods vizaS chicks, however there is the possibility of duplicatBrods

of 2 and 3 ducklingsvere seerat Tronach Head on 12 Jun (MJHC, RMu) and broods of 2 and 3 were alsc
found east oCullenon 18 Jul (SPM)At Portknockiean incubating female was found a nest on the cliffs

on 12 Jun (RMu).

Maximum countgrom coastal areasere

J F \% A \Y J J A S O | D

DelniesNairn nc nc nc 25 80 46 nc nc nc 1 9 11
Culbin/Nairn Bars 6 6 nc nc 5 4 nc nc nNnC nc nNc nc
BurgheadBay 60 49 45 14 6 18 3 1 118 16 22 80
Burghead-Hopeman 83 23 nc 12 nc nc nc nc nc 19 nc 118
Spey Bay 29 23 19 4 0 12 2 23 22 15 6 8

The only other count over 100 wh86 Portknockie 14 Apr.

In harbous (max. counts): 9 Nairn 11 J&mHopeman 21 éb,108 Burghead28 Nov, 5 Lossiemouth 5 Dec
and 57 Buckie 6 Dec

A male with good d6ésai |l S.tbosealigvgseseeh off Begheatdh 7 Dec (DMP).e r n

King Eider Somateria spectabilis

Rare visitor.

A malewas seen on three occasions:tbeeast sideof Burgheadon 18 Sep ireclipseplumage(RW) and
on 15 Nov RP), and presumably the same individwakoff Easter Delnies (Nairmjn 8 Dec DMca).
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King Eiders have beeresn in Moray & Nairn in 22 of the last 38 years. Many records relate to returning
individuals making assessment of actual numbers involved impossible.

2
PR~ s

King Eider, urghead Bay 18 Septmber2013 (Photo: Bob Wilson)

Long- tailed Duck  Clangula hyemalis

Common winter visitor offshore.

Coastal records in summer: 14 Burghead Bay 6 Male Fiadhorn Bay 10 May, 23 Spey Bay 13 May.
Maximum monthly counts were:

NET) Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec
19 13 nc nc 29 nc 51
nc 8 nc 20 30 2 40
8 7 nc nc 64 nc 8
8 4 nc nc 54 nc 6
4 25 5 420 93 120 nc
8 11 11 6 1 10 5
25 26 36 72 230 85 60
12 25 10 9 30 nc 57
11 15 nc nc nc nc 10
nc 4 nc nc 12 nc 37
4 6 21 30 18 1 3
20 11 nc nc 35 nc 17

In harboursafter stormy weathgmax. couns): 7 Burghead 23 Jan, 4 Lossiemouth 26 Jan and 2 in breeding
plumage Buckie 27 Apr.

On estuaries: Lossie estuary 236 Janand14-17 Oct and 5 Spey estuary 16 Jan &71drFeb.

One inland record involvea female/immatw at Loch Flemington 13 Jan (KQICI).

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra
Common winter visitor, small numbers in summer.
Maximum monthly counts were:

nc 0

23 7 nc nc nc 31 nc 0

15 5 nc nc nc 12 nc 11
73 46 19 58 130 130 80 65
6 8 20 20 93 86 nc 50
13 11 nc nc nc 0 nc 48
nc 9 11 nc nc 46 nc 14
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Summer records (maximum counts from each siduded: 18Delnies12 Apr, ¢.250 Burghead 27 Apnd
10 May, ¢.300 Burghead Bay 3 May ah@ Spey Bay 9 Jul.

Velvet Scoter  Melanitta fusca
Fairly common winter visitor.

Another year ofow numbers reported.
Maximum counts for main areas were:

Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec
Nairn Bar 0 8 nc 0 nc 1
Burghead Bay 24 6 9 30 14 9

In spring,12 Burghead Bay 7 Apr.
Coastal summer records included: 1 Portknockie 13 M&geldies10 Jun and 1 off Findhorn 25 Jul.

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula

Rare breedeand fairly common winter visitor.

Breeding: A male Black Loch (Dava) 25 Masas in breeding habitat but no further evidence was obtained
(MJHC).

Maximum counts on most frequented lochs were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Sep Oct Nov  Dec
Loch Flemington 16 12 nc 7 nc nc 1 nc 10
Loch Spynie 37 22 50 31 21 25 13 19 20
Cloddach quarry 0 1 1 nc nc nc 0 1 0
Loch na Bo 5 9 45 35 0 2 0 17 20
Loch Oire 7 5 0 4 2 0 0 8 8
Nether Dallachy tip 8 11 13 15 0 nc nc 0 0

During the spring buildip, display was seet Loch Spynie latest there was a male on 22 Jun.

Unusual were two malesn Cooper Park pond (Elgin) 27 Jam. late summer, a female was dlether
Dallachy tip poolon 27 Jul

Well inlandin winter werel Loch Park 1 Feb2 Aberlour (on the Spey) 21 Naand 2 Balvenie distillery
(Dufftown) 5 Dec.

Maximum counts at most frequented coastal sites were:

DelniesNairn 1 2 nc nc 0 nc 2
Nairn/Culbin Bars 26 8 nc nc 6 nc 0
Nairn 2 2 nc nc nc nc 3
Findhorn Bay 19 32 39 40 9 15 11
BurgheadBay 5 4 6 17 3 nc 1
Burghead-Hopeman 5 3 nc nc 0 nc 2
Lossie estuary 2 3 2 6 0 2 2
Spey estuary 12 18 21 17 5 51 33
Spey Bay 17 7 nc nc nc 50 nc

Page [L9



Birds in Moray & Nairn| 2013

Other gring records included 1 Kingsteps 5 Agprd 2Findhorn 7 May In late summer4 Findhorn23 Jul
and 2 Kingston lagoon 27 Jul).

Smew Mergellus albellus

Rare winter visitor.

A 6 r e @hventedadlult femalejvasonLoch Spynie23Jah 3 Mar ( many obs. ),
was first seen on Loch Oire dnNov (EH)beforemoving to Loch na Bo the following day and remaining
until 31 Dec (EH,MJHC,RP,DAG).

=" 4 o

Smew, Loch Spynie 24 January 2013 (Photo: Hugh Clark)

Red- breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator

Scarce breeder, fairlgommon offshore.

Breeding: No broods reported this year. In potential breeding habitat were six lower River Findhorn 14 J
Display noted off Lossiemouth 9 Feb involving 2 males and 6 females.

Coastal records in summer (Mdwre): 8 Spey Bay 6 May and arhale Tugnet 24 Jun.

Regular monthly maximum counts at Findihn@&ay,Burghead Baynd on the Spey estuary

Jin Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Findhorn Bay 18 21 21 67 28 21 3 0 4 10 17 15
Burghead Bay 5 18 11 56 37 29 nc nc 12 14 32 5
Spey estuary 5 3 5 10 6 1 0 0 0 4 1 10

Maximum monthly counts at other sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec
DelniesNairn 4 2 nc nc nc 6 nc 2
Nairn 1 2 2 nc nc 6 3 1
Nairn/Culbin Bars 16 4 nc nc nc 51 nc 6
Off Lossiemouth nc 8 nc nc nc nc 5 6
Lossie estuary nc nc nc nc nc nc 2 1

In harbours: a male in Burghead harbour 1afger stormy weather

On rivers in winterd River Nairn (n Nairn) regularly in NovDec,and5 on 20 Dec.
Inland:

Loch Flemington: 2 on 13 Jamd 1 on 10 Feb (KlI, JCI).
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Loch Spynie: premnt in both winter periods. During 4 324 Mar, 1-3 females on majority of dates except
for 4 on 8 Jan, Bn 18 Feb and a male on 24 Mat.the end of the year, 1 female 21 Nov and 9 Dec, and 2
(male and female) on 15 Dec.

Goosander Mergus merganser

Scarce breeder and fairly common visitor.

Breeding: No broods were reported this ydgaourtshipbehavour noted by a pair on the River Nairn
(Nairn) 20 Apr.

Seen in potential breeding areas: Pair Drynachan 21 Apr, pair River Nairn (Nairn) 8 May, pair River Nait
(Broadley) 9 Apr, two River Nairn (Househill) 9 Apr, pair River Nairn (Howford Bridge) 13 Ay, pairs

& one male at three areas River Nairn (Jubilee Bridigkall) 23 Apr, two males & four females on the
River Fiddich 12 May, male lower Mos®tur n 2 Jun, and 5 o6redheadsd |
Maximum monthly counts:

Nairn 0 0 1 3 nc nc nc nc 17 3 2 0
Culbin 0 0 nc nc nc 9 26 47 41 8 nc 0
Findhorn Bay 0 0 0 1 45 40 51 65 53 18 5 0
Burghead Bay 0 0 nc 1 nc nc 40 44 26 0 nc 0
Cloddach quarry 0 0 3 5 nc nc nc nc nc 8 0 0
Loch Spynie 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 4
Lossie estuary 0 0 0 0 21 3 0 23 33 7 6 0
Loch Oire 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 10
Loch na Bo 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9
Speyestuary 0 1 0 20 73 80 79 191 100 49 0 4

Elsewhere,120 Glenlatterach reservoir 20 Sep, 2 Fochd@bgret 28 Sep and pair Muckle Burn (Dalvey)
25Nov.

Inland in winter were five males & four females River Fiddich 4 Jan, 1 Loch Flemington 13 Jan, :
Miltonduff 26 Jan, female River Lossie (Elgin cathedral) 26 Jan and four males (max. count) Cooper Pa
pond (Elgin) 1415 & 25 Dec.

[Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata

Escape.

Onethroughout the year at the Cooper Park, Elgin (RP) and another at the Buckie Burn (Buckpool) on .
Jan 10 Feb and 6 Apr (MJHC, GBIg).]

Quail Coturnix coturnix

Rare summer visitor and breeder, occasionally more numerous.

Another blank yegrwith no calling Quailreported in 2013The number of calling birds reportedrecent
years is as follows:

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

4 2 6 8 8 4 4 2 9 0 0

Red- legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa

Introducedscarce breeder. Commonly released.

The usual scatter of recordsBalmore 17 Jun, 1+ Banchor 17 Jun, 2 Binns (Garmouth) 21 Jun, 1 Bridge of
Forteath 18 Jul, 2 Buckie 21 Jul, 2 Cairn Duhie 21 Jul, 1 Clochan 13 Aug, 8 Dava 4 Nov, 1+ Drumin Cast

Page p1



Birds in Moray & Nairn| 2013

30 Mar, 8Kellas 24 Jan, 1 Loch Kirkaldy 3 Jul, 2 Moor of Findochty 29 May, 2 Broadley (Clochan) 14
May, 1 Portknockie 3 Jul, 10 Strathavon 10 Jan and 1 Tomintoul 1 May.
No evidence of ‘wild' breeding.

Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus

Very common resident breeder.

Fewreports received: 4 Ben Rinnes 5 Nov, 15 Dava 18 Nov, 4 Machattie's Cairn (Drummuir) 15 Oct, 1 Mi
Buie (Dallas) 3 Nov and 1 near Dunearn Lodge 21 Apr. Evidence of continued presence on Ben Aig
where fresh droppings were found on 3 Jul.

Ptarmigan Lagopus muta

Fairly common resident breeder.

Counts on Ben Rinnes were 15 on 16 Aug, 10 on 19 Oct, 2 on 5 Nov and 6 on 8 Dec (AGe\al
reports from the Cairngorms plateau, max. 21 on 26 Aug.

Black Grouse Tetrao tetrix

Scarce resident breeder.

Theonly repors concerned 12 near Tomintoul on 16 May (AlaG) and birds heard near Lochan Tutach on 1
Jun (MJHC).

Capercaillie T7etrao urogallus

Scarce resident breeder.

Breeding:Leks or single cocks were located in nine areastaining a total 01518 males similar to 2011
and 20120nly one brood of young wdsund during the seasdiP, RSPB).

Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix

Common resident breeder.

In the breeding seaso#,Auldearn 10 May and 2 Netherton/Seafield (Findhorn Bay) 24-Agr Aug. At
other times, 2 Roseisle 21 Feb, 5+ Easter Delnies 27 &cgehfield 82 Feb, 1 North Alves 25 Mar and,
by far the largest covey of the year, 13 Kinloss 4 Nov.

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Very common resident breeder.
Widespread. 25 Loch Belivat 2&n was the only count received.

Red- throated Diver Gavia stellata

Rare breeder. Fairly@ammon autumn and winter visitor offshore.

SummerA pair wasonlochars in the usual area gouth Moray orl9 Apr (KLG), 25 May (MJHC), 13 Jul
(MCr) and 14 Aug (GBj). Only a single bird was seen on 7 JWhG) suggesting that its mate may have
been on a nestdowever, no young were seen and there was no firm evidence of breeding.

At the coast in the Aprluly period,very numerous in Spey Bay between Boar's Head Rock and the mouth
of the River Spey, wher2é were counted near Boar's Head Rock on 2 May (MJHCparsktween the
Kingston rifle range and the rivermouth on 3 May (F83ll 10 Boar's Head Rockn 26 May. Elsewhere,

up to 3 Burghead AprMay, up to 8 Findhorn Aprlun, 2 Cullen Bay 16 May, 1 Lossie estuary249Apr,

8 Lossiemouth 9 May} past Lossiemouth 23 May, 1 Strathlene 3 May and 8 off Nairn 3 Apr
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Best monthly counts offshore in each winteripd were:

Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Delnies 4 1 nc nc 0 nc 1
Nairn/Culbin Bars 0 0 nc nc 1 nc 1
Burghead Bay 7 5 nc 7 6 3 1
Spey Bay 1 14 1 35 42 17 9

Black- throated Diver Gavia arctica

Rare breeder. Scarce autumn and winter visitor offshore.

Upland lochs: For th&th successive year, one péard eggsi butfor the first time they bred successfully,
hatching two young and raising o(ier, MJHC,AGK).

Monthly maxima in Burghead BagndSpey Baywere as follows:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Burghead Bay 0 0 2 2 12 5 0 0 1 3 14 5
Spey Bay 0 1 4 2 5 0 0 0 2 1 0 2

Best days in Burghead Bay were 12 on 6 May and 14 on 23 Nov (GMcM, RSC).
Elsewherel Buckie 3 May(MJHC), 2 Cullen Bay 17 Feb (I 1 Portknockie 20 Feb (LSi) and 2 there 5
Apr (ABa). Passing offshore Bbssiemouthwerel on 24 Oct and 2 on 6 Dec (RP).

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer

Scarce visitor offshore.

Numerous offshore in early Mayprobably birds pausing on their movemémtnorthern breeding areas
such as Iceland._argest groups were 14 off Buckie ontidiZper Birdguides), 9 Burgheach@ (MJHC), 6
Kingston 2xd (MJHC) 12 Spey Bay (near Boar's HeaddRp2nd (MJHC), 9 Strathlene 3rd (MJHG) off
Lein (Kingston) 3rd (FA), 3 Tugnet-@ May (DPi,MJHC) and 3 Portknockie 20th (LSi). One or two were
also seen at this time off Buckpool, Burghe@iddhorn, Lossiemouth, Portgordon and Delnies.

A most unusuatecord was of a bird in breeding plumage on Loch Spynie on 24 May (HF,RP,MJHC).

At other times of year, -2 were seen off Burghead/in Burghead Bay (Jan, Mar, Sep), Kingston (Feb),
Lossiemouth (Sep, Oct, Nov, Dec), Nairn (Jan), Nairn Bar (Jan) and Spe{SBpyOct, Nov, Dec)in
December, 2 flew west past Lossiemouth on 6 Dec, and 3 flew west there on 8 Dec (RP).

White - billed Diver  Gavia adamsii

Rare visitor.

The only acceptablerecord was of one at Burghead during® May (DMP et al.).This is the sixth
successive year in which at least one has been found there.

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis

Common breeder, very common offshore.

Breeding:Return indicated by good numbers back on ledges at Covesea on 22 Feb, at Portknockie on
Feb and 24n the cliffs at Cummingston on 28 Feb.

Passagen early summer, 600+ passed Burghead in 2.5 hours on 23 May (AMcaat drodsiemouth392

past in40 minutes on 23 May and 109 in 1 hour on 24 May (RP). Autumn passage was heavy in ear
September whef876 passed Lossiemouth in 1 hour on 6 Sep and 378 in 90 minutes on 7 Sep (RP). Ott
counts at this time included 329 past Strathlene in 30 minutes on 7 Sep (MJHC) and 341 past Portknocki
2 hours on 10 Sep (LSi).
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Sooty Shearwater  Puffinus griseus

Very scarce migrant in late summer and autumn.

The only record was of one flying east past Lossiemouth on 29 Sep (RP).
Annual totals since 2003ave beeras follows:

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
3 0 23 1 38 11 0 7 605 11 1

Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus

Fairly commoroffshore in summer and autumn.

First of the year was 1 Burghead 22 Aphirty were off Delnies on 10 Jun (LS&easonablegssage

noted in late June whetD8 passed Lossiemouth in 3 hours on 23rd (DAG,RP), 15 passed Lossiemouth
30 minutes on 28th (DAG) and 37 passed Tugnet in 30 minutes on 30th (MJHC).

Bestautumn passagpast Lossiemouth, @12 in 1 hour on 23 Aug and 35 in 1 hour on 6 Sep (RP).

Storm Petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus
Summer and autumn visitor offshore, probably very common at night.
Two in Burghead Bay on 10 Oct was the only record (JPoy).

Gannet Morus bassanus

Very common offshore in summer and autumn, fewer in winter.

In mid winter,12 Portknockie 20 Feb, 2 Culbin Bar and 1 Nairn Bar 15 Dec. Passing Lossiemouth in
December during 30 minutes counts were 39 on 25th, 15 on 28th and 14 on 29th (RP).

Passage recorded past Lossiemouth betweerNagmber(RP) Best days in each month were:

May: 115 in 1 hour on 24th.

June: 218 in 90 minutes on 23rd.

July: no notable passage

August: 277 in 2 hours on 11th, 631 in 2 hours on 18th, 124 in 1 hour on 23rd, 351 in 1 hour on 31st

September: 196 in 2 hours on 1st, 212 in 2 hours on 7th, 17lLhour on 18th, 335 in 1 hour on 29th.
October: 131 in 30 minutes on 23rd, 287 in 1 hour on 24th.

November: 479 in 30 minutes on 3rd.

Elsewhere in autumn, 137 past Portknockie in 1 hour on 9 Sep and 649 there in 2 hours on 10 Sep (LSi).
Passing Strathlengere 316 in 30 minutes on 7 Sep and 391 in 10 minutes on 10/MdC).

Counts of 50 or more elsewhdraostly feeding flocksjvere 50 Boar's Head Rock 27 May, 50 Burghead
Bay 11 Aug (als@5+ on 1 Jul58 on 17 Aug, 56 on 1 Sep, 68 on 17 Sep, 74 on 68Reon 29 Sep, up to
175 in early Oct and 86 on 24 (ct20 Kingston 13 Aug antlO0 Burghead 18 Oct

On 21 Aug, off Tugnet, 500+ Gannets were resting on the calm sea (MJHC).

Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo

Rare breedeand fairlycommon winter visitor.

Breeding:Two occupied nests at the small Covesea colony on \AlAC).

Counts of 25 or more were 52 Burghead Bay 23 Aug, 30 Halliman Skerries (Lossiemouth) 15 Dec and
between Portgordon and Strathlene 15 Dec.

The pattern of occurrence at selectdds is revealed by maximum monthly counts:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Loch Spynie 9 7 6 7 3 1 0 0 1 5 6 5
Tugnet (mouth of Spey) 2 3 1 3 1 0 0 1 5 9 nc 9
Findhorn (mouth of Bay) 2 3 3 8 8 5 3 15 12 5 5 1
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o e W
o i A SRS N
Cormorantdreeding at Covesea, 3 Ju

Inland: Mostly at Loch Spynie see table above. Elsewhetepn River Fiddich near Craigellachie 4 Jan, 1
Elgin (flying over Asda) 26 Dec, 1 Forres duck pond/ Sanquhar Ratdn an® Feb, 2 Loch Flemington
13 Jan, 1 Loch na Bo 10 Feb and 31 Rex1 Loch Oire 314 Jan, 9 Feb and Z8L Dec.

One adult at Loch Spynie on 21 Nov showed the characters of the Continental race P.c.sinensis (RP).

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis

Fairly commorbreeder andrerycommon visitor, chiefly in winter.

Breeding: At Portknockie/Bow Fiddle Rock cliffs, numbéeh slightly to 86 occupied nests on 4 June, but
there was a substantial increase, also to 86 occupied nests, at Tronach H&2dJon§MJHC). Breeding
success at Portknockie was around 1.6 chicks/nest (Wb .change aCoveseawhere 16occupied nests
were counted on 3 JYMJHC).

Over the last ten years the occupancy of the three colonies (apparently occupied nbsts) hadllows:

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Portknockie 47 49 49 73 79 79 76 85 93 86
Tronach Head 7 8 nc 21 23 26 60 58 53 86
Covesea 10 13 13 13 11 14 14 17 14 16

Following severe weather, heavy local mortality was indicated bytbsence of 9 corpses in Burghead
harbour on 4 Jan, and 12 corpses in Buckie harbour on 13 Jan. Large numbers continued to come to roo
the Bow Fiddle Rock in winter. Away from there, 102 Buckie shipyard 20 Oct was the highest count. Up t
three on thé.ossie estuary opposite the caravan park were unusual.
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Bittern  Botaurus stellaris

Rare visitor.

One was seen flying over the reeds at Loch Spynie on 24 Jan (&Mu3 Mar (HS)Assuming, as seems
likely, that both records refer to the same overwintering bird, this is the first Bittern to be seen in Mors
since one at Cairnfield near Buckie in March 199@d only the 5th since 1900.

Little Egret Egretta garzetta

Rare visitor

On 30 May, two were on the shore at Portgordon at low tide but were pushed off by the rising water a
never seen again (MJHORNne was seen in Findhorn Bay on 27 JuG[@ but not again until what is
presumed to be the same buw@s seen at Culbin Bamol4 & 21 Oct (MCa). It then moved back into
Findhorn Bay where there were regular sightings between 2715Nibv (RHD et al.). These are the 7th
and 8th records for Moray & Nairn.

Little Egrets on the shore at Portgordon, 30 May 2013 (Photo: Martk)Co

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea

Fairly common resident breeder.

HeronriesElevenoccupied nests &ioch Spynie RP) and 2 beside the Spey at Rothes (EMit)
As usual, the largest congregations were on the three estwhges best monthly counts were:

a u Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
5 2 2 3 8 11 17 22 17 6 4

Lossie estuary 1 1 0 0 3 3 15 11 9 6 2 2
2 2 0 1 4

Findhorn Bay

Spey estuary 7 7 7 2 3 2

Notable elsewhere were birds on rocky shores at Burghead (2 on 23 Nov, 1 on 3Bugkig,(1on 20 Oct)
and Lossiemouth west beach (1 on 20 Jan). Four were at a small pond near Covesea on 23 Oct.
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Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia

Rare visitor.

One was on the Spey estuary on 18 Jun (MJHC,MColl). This is the fourth record for Mdxayri&
following single birds at Culbin Bar on 19 Oct 1064, Findhorn Bay on 2 July 1077 and Loch Spynie on 1
Jul 1984.

o Y S T o ‘
Spoonbill, Spey estuary 18 June 2013 (Photo: Mike Collins

Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis

Scarce breeder, scarce on the estesiin winter.

Mid-winter: On freshwater in January and December \#dtech Flemington 13 Jan, 1 Loch na Bo 11 Jan
(and 2 on 24 Jan), 2 Loch Spynie 8 Jan (and 3 on 13 Jan, 2 on 12 Dec, 1 on 15 Dec and 2 on 29 Dec) &
Spynie canal 1 & 23 Jan.

Unusual hee was 1 Cooper Park pond (Elgin) 2 FebMar.

Present in spring/summatalics = proved breeding) @&urnside of Birnie poglClochan Cloddach garry

(2 pairs) Laggan (near Dufftown)Loch FlemingtonLoch na Bo,Loch of Blairs(2 pairs) Loch Oire(9
pairs with 7 visible nests30 Jul [MJHC]), Loch Spynie(2 pairs),Nether Dallachy tip poo(2 pairs)and
Wellhill (Culbin). The pair at Laggan (NJ3437), with chicks on 14 Jul (FMc), was unusually far upcountry.
Largestpostbreading congregatiain summer/autumnvere 38 Loch Spyniel5 Sepand 18 Loch Oire8
Aug.

Coastal inautumnyvinter: Regular in Findhorn Bay, often in the sowtlest corner wheréighest counts
were 6 on 13 Jan and 5 on 31 Oct. Alsohe north of the bay near Findhorn village wheiz regularly in
JanFeb, max. 6 on 20 Febrequently seen in autumn and winter on the Spey estuary, where usgally 1
but 3 on 29 Jan and 4 on 24 Sep. On thesieosstuary, one on seaédates in Jafreb, and 2 on 7 Dec.
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Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus

Occasional breeder, and very scarce offshore in autumn and winter.

One wasseenin Burghead Bay, off Findhoron 12 datebetween 26 Oe15 Dec (RSC,GMcM,RP, FARS.
It seems likely thathe same bird was involved on each occasion.

Red- necked Grebe Podiceps grisege na

Very scarce migrant and winter visitor.

One was seen off Kingston on 19 Feb (FA) and one was in Spey Bay near Boar's Head Rock on 18
(MJHC).

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus

Rare breeder. Scarce offshore in winter.

Breeding:Probably one pair visited two former breeding sites but did not attempt to breed in 2013

Site 2 - One adultwas present on 227 Apr, and a pair was there on 3 May. There were no sightings on
subgquent visits.

Site 13- A pair on 26 May, but they were not seen again and there was no evidence of a breeding attempt
It is quite possible that the same pair was involved at both sites.

Coastalin Burghead Baymonthly maximawere:

Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec
2 3 2 3 6 8 18 5
(10th) (10th)  (14th-15th) (13th) (19th) (11th,12th,21st  (2nd) (1st)

(RSC, GMcM,et al.)
Also seen off Nairn Bar on 13 Jan (1), 10 Feb (2)20@ct (3) (GP)Elsewherel Nairn harbour 11 Jan
(RPr),1 off Kingston 20 Mar (DMai) and 1 Lossie estuary 3-1@rFeb (DAG et al.YOne was found dead
in Burghead harbawn 4 Jan (B).

Honey- buzzard Pernis apivorus

Rare breeder.

No proof of breeding in the most recent breeding area but a single bird was ségronezf Jul (DPi). One
was also seen in a different area on 14 Jul (MCir).

Red Kite  Milvus milvus

Formerly common breeder, reintroduced in Highland and Neght Scotland.

Single birds were seeat Ardgye 23 May (MWh), Cragganmore 2 Oct (NS), FindhBay 2 Dec (RSC),
Inchbroom 27 Dec (CAG), Little Urchany 5 Apr (SuC), Rafford 3 Oct (CSh) and Carse of Delnies 10 Ju
(LSc). A welcome increase in birds wandering into Moray & Nairn, but how long before they settle tc
breed?

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

Occasional breeder andcewy scarce visitar

A female was seen regularly at Loch Spyorel2-23 Apr,5 May, 20-26 May and on 22 Jugmany obs.)

but a male was reported on only four dat&2 Apr, 9 May and 145 May (CAG). Although the female
was seen carrying plant material into the reedbed on 5 May (JDL), there was nothing further to sugges
breeding attemp&lsewhere, a femalarcled over Birnie on 9 JUn (IFr).

Unusually, a female/juvenile was briefly present at Loch Spynie on 31 Dec (HF,MJHC).
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Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus

Rare resident breeder, very scarce migrant and winter visitor.

Breeding:Nineteencurrent and former € were chded in west Moray and Nairfour sites were found
to be occupied by pairs in west Morhyt nonein Nairn. Two pairs were successful, rearing fiw®ung
between themThe other two pairs failed to breed successfully for unknown reé3ki@s DGD, AF).
Outside the breeding season, 1 Lecht 23 Sep (NLi).

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
Rare resident breeder.
Breeding: At leasbne pair bred successfully but no other information was received.

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

Common resident breeder.

Breeding season (AprJuly) records included birds/pairs Budgate, Coltfield, Dava, Findhorn Bay,
Kinloss, Linkwood (Elgin) €arrying food), Loch Oire, Loch Spynie (carrying food), Nairn, Tomintoul and
the Spey estuary

On the estuaries in May, one waatehed chasing Dunlin at the mouth of the Spey and, in Findhorn Bay,
one was seen chasing an Osprey!

Buzzard Buteo buteo

Common resident breeder.

Groupsof five or more together &re 6 following a plough at Clochan 7 Feb (and 5 on 15 Feb and 13 Mar)
and 5 over Marcassie Farm (Rafford) 23 Sep.

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos

Rare resident breeder.

Breeding: At the three usual/most recent breeding sitem Breeding activityii) a pairrearedone young
(KD), iii) a pairoccupied the site but no young were regied/e).

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Scarce summer visitor and breeder.

First regorts were in the first week in Aprii when 1 Roseisle 3rd and 1 Tugnet 4th.
Breeding:In west Moray and Naitreight pairs nested, as in 201l 8 pairs laid eggs andhiseda total of

17 young. The breeding productivity was 2.13 young per pair and the mean brood size of successful p:
was also 2.13 young per nebt.east Moray, five girs nested one more than in 2012\l five pairs laid

eggs but the new pair failetle to poor weather or predation; the other four pairs raisetal of 10 young,
which is twomore than i2012 The breeding productivity waa young per paifcomparé to the decade
2001- 2010 variations of 1:2.6 youngper pair).Mean brood sizef successful pairwas 2.5(RHD).

Largest congregations, as always, were in Findhorn Bay where highest numbers reported were 9 on 27 £
8 on 13 Sep and 7 on 23 Aug an8&p. Last seen, in Findhorn Bay, were 2 on 25 Sep and 1 on 26 Sep.

Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus

Scarcebreeder and winter visitor.

Breeding: One adult with at least four young at Loch of Blairs on 21 Jun (ISS) and regular sightings of
fledged juvenilenear the hide at Loch Spynie in Aug@ptember (GBig, DAG et al.). Also in the breeding
season were 1 Kinloss 25 Jun (AJL) and 1 Lein (Kingston) 5 May (PGS).

Present at Loch Spynie throughout the year, regularly coming to food beside theisuddy 2 but 3 on

24 Dec (CAG). At least five heard around the loch on 25 Jan (MJEI§§where in autumn/winter, 1 Loch
Oire 12 Dec (EH) and 1 heard Lein (Kingston) on 15 Oct and 4 Nov (PGS).
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Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus

Fairly common resident breeder.

Breeding proveditalics) or probable aCooper Park pond (Elgin)Dallas Dhy Laggan (near Dufftown)
Loch FlemingtonlLoch of Blairs Loch Oire,Loch Spyni@ndMarcassie Farm (Rafford)

Best counts were 14 Loch Oire 24 Sep, 14 Loch Spynie 27 Feb, Hemimgton 20 Ocand 5 Sanquhar
Loch (Forres) 3 Nowv.

Coot Fulica atra

Scarce resident breeder and winter visitor.

Breeding provedifalics) or probable aCloddach quarry Fogwatt pool Loch FlemingtonlLoch Oire (at
least 3pairs)andLoch Spynie

Maximum monthly counts on main lochs were:

NET) Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec

Q
D
o
D

Loch Flemington 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Loch Spynie 3 14 14 0 0 0 0
Loch Oire/na Bo 3 16 18 6 2 2 4
Cloddach quarry 5 2 4 0 0 0 0

Remarkably poor numbers in the second winter period

Crane Grus grus
Rareuvisitor.
One wasseen flying high over Forres on 11 Jun (AD) and 19 Jun (BCI).

Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus

Very common resident breeder, winter visitor and migrant.

First reported inland was Cloddach quarry 27 Jan. In Forréson 3 Feb and alsb at the Academy on 19
Feb. At Cooper Park (Elginl on15 Feband 2on 18 Feb. Calling alsat the Wards (Elgin) 15 Feb and at
Elgin Community Centre 18 Feb. On the tern nesting platform at Lochi&Spyere3 on 16 Feb an@ on
several dates iMarch. At Muirton (Lossiemouth) wer@ on 17& 28 Feb. At potential breeding sites in
Elgin were2 at Tyock 1 Mar andon 4 Mar there wasl Halfords (also 2 here 9 & 17 MarR Moray
College,2 displaying Elgn Mart and2 Elgin cemeteryElsewhere, Broadley (Clochan) 14 Maand, well
inland, 1 in the Drynachan valley 21 Apr.

Prebreeding inland flocks at Cloddach quarsherel31 on 24 Feb44 on 17 Mar and ¢100 on 24 Mar and

at Dufftown where 11 on 3 Mar.

Breeding:Various breeding records received; at Moray College (Elgin) there was a nest with a brood of tw
and one egg on 16 May, brood of three 19 May and then two chicks ringed on 26 May. Two chicks we
also ringed at The Oaks (Elgin) 7 May. One pairemeresent at Tomcork (Altyre) 9 May. One adult was
incubating on a nest on the beach at Tronach Head 12 Jun. At Cooper Park (Elgin) there was a brood of
on 17 May. At Binn Hill rifle range there was a nest with three eggs 24 May. At Moray Crematoriurr
(Broadley) there was a nest with a clutch of one noted on 28 Jun and 2 Jul. A pair with two young were se
at Cullenon 18 Jul.

Inland postbreedingflocks were 41Cloddach quarry 29 Jun and 21 at the Dava Way 7 Jul.

One fairly late inland record @f kird calling over Aberlour at midighton 18 Sep
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Spring, summer and early autumn peak counts of ten or more at coastal localities:

Apr: 172 Findhon Bay 2"® and 30 Lossiemouth 21

May: 145 Findhorn By4™, 25Carse of Delnie20" and60 Lossie estuary2®,

Jun: 75 Binsness ', 13 Kinneddar 7, 43Carse of Delnie40", 160 Findhorn By 13" and 31
Lossie estuary 79

Jul: 76 Spey estuarg9", 240Findhorn Bay 28" and 141 Lossie estuary 29

Aug: 200Carse of Diies6", 23Spey estuarg2™ 62 Burghead 28 79 Lossie estuary $%and
554 Findhorn Ry 30",

Sep: 530 Findhorn By 14" and 81 Burghead 30

Winter maxima at the coast were:

Jan Feb Oct Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 728 608 714 310
Findhorn Bay €.325 630 630 644
Burghead-Hopeman 123 108 80 138
Lossiemouth 28 62 51 56
Portgordon-Strathlene 92 44 74 59

Outwith the above datesere maxima 0198 Findhorn By 11 Mar and 480 there on 19 Nov.

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

Common breeder, migrant and winter visitor.

An early upcountry record ofl Little Aitnoch 29 Mar. A flock of 80 irbreeding plumage were at Findhorn
Bay 2 Apr and dlock of 26 adults feeding in rough grass at Whitef@duth of Nairj 19 May were
probably in the process of heading towards breeding grounds.

Breeding:Only a small number of recordsom potential breeding grounds:Berryburn fields and one
displayingat Berryburn moor 9 Jun (IFr), 2 Creag Mhor 16 Jun ({>&d#d me behaving angusly on the
bare summit area of Ben Aig&Jul (MJHC).

Stillup countrywer8 4 Mac hat t i eniig 15@aii2 Ben Rifn&rlNov and late flock of 8a
Meikle Balloch Hill (Keith) 26 Dec

Assumed to have returned fromliteeeding gounds tahe coastvas 1Findhorn bay 12 Jul.

Winter coastal maxima were:

Jan Feb Sep Oct Nov Dec
Kinloss nc nc nc 67 nc c.120
Findhorn Bay 119 54 25 214 c.325 90

Outwith the above locations were Mains of Tannachy (Portgordo&® Jan, 20 Buckpool 26ct, 24
Hillhead (Forres) 9 Nov and 17 flew south over Clochan 14 Dec.

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola

Scarce autumn migrant and winter visitor.

The largestwinter gatherings were 11 Culbin Bar 13 Jan,Nirn Bar 10 Feb andn the second winter
period 11 Nairn Bar 15 Ded=lsewhere, 1 Findhorndy 10 Feb and Lossienouth 2329 Mar and 17 Apr.

In the autumn/second winter period, 2 flew west Findhorn 24 Sep, 7 Findhorn Bay 10 Oct (and 1 there
Nov), 1-2 Lossie estuary 25ep15 Oct and 1 Spey estuary-28 Oct.
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Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Very common migrant breeder, small numbers in winter.

Breeding: Although a widespread breeder in both thested fringe and upountry of the 105 records
receivedthere wasvery little information onactual breeding activityin the castallowlands,3 displaying
Broadley (Clochan}l4 & 16 Mar, and a paithere3 & 19 May. Possible nestingy a pair at Moyness
(Nairn) 1 May. Upcountry there was an early individual in a field that issaalbreeding site at Dufftown
on 2 Jan an@4 Feb. A scaering of other records from uguntryincluded6 Loch Kirkaldy 28 Mar(and3
there3 Ju), 2 Aitnoch 29 Mar and 20 Apr, pair displaying BurnsidgDulsie) 5 May, tiree pairgn the
CabrachHousefields 19 May and, o® Jun there was one birdhowing alarmin fields atBerryburn and
one pair at Tomcork (Altyre). Two birds were sti-country at Tornichel{Cabrach)on 18 Jul.
Prebreeding flocks in the coastal fringecluded 50 Cloddach quarl7 Mar (and 35 there4 May), 20
Ardivot 23 Marand20 Muirton 23 Mar. Up-country,30 at Upper Kockando 21 Feb, 45chdregnie2 Apr,
40 Croudply (Tomintoul)2 Apr and 13Aldunie (Cabrach) 19 May.

No postbreedng flocks were reported from tgountry butlowland flocks of 50 or more were noted thie
Spey estuary70 on 2 Aug, 110 on 4 Aug, 52 on 6 Aug, 90 on 10 Aug and 53 on 24 i@©¢he Loch
Spynie aredc.200 on 3 Oct and 52 on 16 QadCloddach quarrg68 on 12 Ogtandnear Roseisle miahgs
(100 on 12 Oqt

In mid-winter (JanFeb and NowDec) flocks of 50 or more includelOOArdivot 20 Jan, 67 Muirton 23 Jan
and c100 near the Drainie/Duffus road 8 Dec.

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

Scarce resident breeder and very common migra

Breeding:Onein territorial flight & Binn Hill rifle range 17 May (PGS) andpair displaying at the start of
the shingle o Lossiemouth east beach 1 Jun (DA®ut no further breeding evidence from these s@eg.
pair bred orthe spit at the mouth of Findhorn Bayherea pair with two chicks was seen on 14 & 16 Jun
andwith three chicks on 19 JuA. pair andthree juveniles werstill there on 7 JWRSC). Three adultwere
seen in the east dunes aedindhorn 12 Jun an@vo adults and one juvenile wetia the same area &tV
Jul.

Winter maxima at the coast were:

JanFeb Nov-Dec

Nairn/Culbin Bars 15 5
Findhorn Bay 38 34
Kinloss 35 35
Burghead-Hopeman 4 2
Lossiemouth 14 13
Portgordon-Strathlene 2 15

Spring passag@pril-early Jum):

Findhorn BayFluctuating numbers throughout Majth highestcountsbeing360 on &, 375 on &, 425 on
8" 450 on 14, 445 on 24 and 290 on 27.

Lossiemouth: Fourteen recordsf 10 or more between 13 A2 May with a peak 085 on 1 May.

Speyestuary Fourteen recordsf 10 or more between 21 AfrJun with a peak of 78 on 21 May.

Autumn passage (Jukpeptember):

FindhornBay: Nineteenrecordsof 50 or morebetween 1 Aug7 Sep. Twaounts exceeded 10021 on 21
Aug and157 on 31 Aug.

Lossie estuar@nly eight recordsf 10 or more, with a peak of 41 on 2 Sep

Spey estuary:Eighteencounts of 10 or more between 9-4uSep with the highesieing70 on 13 Aug.
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Mongolian (Lesser Sand ) Plover Charadrius mongolus

Rareuvisitor.

An adult inbreedingplumage was aonexpectednd exceptional find on Lossiemouth east beach6 Jul
(MSh). This is the first record fdvioray & Nairn, the thirdor Scotland and the sixth for Britain.

A full account of the discovery of thisrbican be found on pad@d of this Report.

Dotterel  Charadrius morinellus

Scarce summer visitor and breeder.

All records from the Cairngorsarea. Thirteen were cowtt on the plateau 25 May (DPi), 1 Coire Raibeirt
4 Jun (ScC), Zairn Lochan 9 Jun (RS@nd a single ther25 Jun (DA).

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus

Scarce migrant.

Spring: The earliest record wésSpey estuary 21 ApAlso at theSpey estuarin springwere 6on 25 Apr,

50n 27 & 28 Apr,8 on 3 May,2 on 5 May and 16 on 6 Jun. Eight records received from the Findhorn ares
between 517 May with the highest count 8fon6". Elsewhere, 2 Lossiemouth 1 MayCbvese® May, 1
Portknockie 12 May, Burghead 18 May and Rossiemouth 23 May. Tweecords ofbirds inlandin the
lowlands were 7 ovelCloddach quarry 27 Apr artlin a field of barley at Darklan@i8 May.

The table below shows tlearliestspring arrival dates for the preceding ten years

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
14Apr 26 Apr 22 Apr 23 Apr 22 Apr 27 Apr 24 Apr 22 Apr 21 Apr 4 May

Autumn: Extreme das of passage were 7 B4 Sep. Seventgeven records were received during this
period with a geographical range frddarse of Delnieso Strathlene with a total number of 276, although
duplication of records of birds on migration is unfortunately probably ineviteldeks of ten or morevere

12 Spey estuary 23 J(And 16 there 29 Juland 13 at (or passingpssie estuary on 2 Au@nd 11 on 5
Aug and13on 27 Aug. Passing Findhorwere 12 on 18 Aug and Zlargest flock of the yeagn 26 Aug.

Distribution of flock sizes during autumn migration was:

Whimbrel, Cloddach 27 Apr2013(Photo: Gordon Biggs)
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Curlew Numenius arquata

Common breeder. Very common migrant and winter visitor.

Early spring flocks in the lowlandacluded 207 Findhorn Bay 5 Mar (and 145 on 13 Mar), 168 Cloddach
quarry 17 Mar and, around Loch Spynie, 115 on 3 Apr and ¢.150 on 19 Apr.

First upcountrywerea sinde bird at Loch Kirkaldy 28 Mar antl5 Croughly (Tomintoul) 2 Apr.
Breeding: Two displaying Burnside (Dulsie) 21 Apr. On 9 Jun a single birdbas showing anxiety at
Berryburn, as were jgair at TomcorkNear Tomintoul, 2.echt29 Jun an@ Chalcaidh quarry 27 Jul.

Postbreeding flocks of 100 or more late summer/autumn included:

Jut  In Findhorn Biy, weekly maxima increased steadily from 146 to 232 to 346 to 367 (6n &Rthe
Spey estuaryl15 on the 18 and 270 on the 19

Aug: In Findhorn By, counts were close to 400 all month with maximunc.df75 on the 28. At the
Spey estuary278 ond™ and & Carse of Delnie2000n 6™

Sep: In Findhorn By, maximum of 395 on the #3but a decline after mid month to 270 on"27
Conversely, an inemase athe Spey estuanyhere100 on the ¥, 154 on 21 and 176 on 28, In the
fieldsto thewest of Loch Spyniel.30 on the 3.

Coastal winter maxima were:

NET) Feb Oct Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 123 108 119 147
Findhorn Bay 441 367 395 368
Burghead-Hopeman 22 40 22 10
Lossiemouth 13 3 10 11
Portgordon-Strathlene 5 7 16 27

Counts of 100 or more from other locations, includ&@ Drainie 1 Jan, 163 Spey estuary 6 Jan, 140 Loch
Spynie 8 Jar{and 130 on 15 F¢kand400 Cloddach quarry 13 Jgwith 175 there on 27 Jarand 140
Mains of Gollachyl5 Jan. At the Speystuaryin autumnl38 on 6 Oct, 115 in nearby fields 11 Oct and 170
on 21 OctAt Milltown airfield, 227 on 25 Dec and 225 on 28 Dec.

Black- tailed Godwit  L/imosa limosa

Scarce migrant.

Spring: The first record was3ssie estuary 29 Mar followed HyFindhorn Bay 30 Marand 4 there on 1
Apr. Thirteen otherecords received from Findhorrai throughout Apr, May & Jun, nine of which were in
single figures, but in Maghere were counts of 78 @\, 33 on 4™, 44 on5"™ and 16 on the 6 (RSC,
GMcM). At Burghead there were 14 on 16 Apr (FA). A single birdsvah Lossie estuary 19 Apr and
another, breedinglumage flew overLoch Spynieon 27 Apr.

Autumn (JulyOctaoen:

Spey estuary: Two flocks of22 and ¢35 in breeding plumagéew in from the north and settdeon the
estuaryon 7 Jul (DAG). Seventeen other records were received dutithgSeptemberof which eleve
were in single figureslarger countsvere 12 on 11 Jul (M&@3), 11 on 28 Aug, 15 on 1 Sep, 16 on 4 Sep, 13
on 13 Sep an4 on 19 Sep (MJHC)n October, 5 on%6", 1 on 14-15" and 1 on 2%.

Findhorn Bay:Thirty-two recordsreceived- twenty-nine were in single figures. arger counts werd7 on
29 Aug (RHD), 25 on 20 Sep (GMcM) and3f) on 21 Sep (SMcl.ast were 1 on 7 Oct and 6 on 13 Oct.
Lossie estuaryPresent ominedates with a maximuraf 6 on 21 Jyland last being 1 on 6 Oct

Nairn: 8 on 29 Augand6 on the east beaan 26 &29 Sep

Montgrew (Keith):Five birds during 31 Au@ Sep (WMM).

Loch Synie six flew over or22 Aug (GBg).

Winter: 1 Findhorn Bay 104 Dec (RSC).
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Bar- tailed Godwit  L/mosa lapponica
Common winter visitor and migrant. Small numbers in summer.

Monthly maxima at main sites were:

Jan Feb Sep Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bar 38 61 nc 27 nc 90
Findhorn Bay 62 56 11 16 32 41
Burghead/Hopeman 32 52 10 4 nc 27
Lossiemouth 4 5 4 3 7 10

Elsewhere, flocks of 10 or more were only seen in BurghegavBerel0 on 20 Oct and 25 on 7 Dec.

Another year of low numbers, tmeaximum of 90 at Culbin Bar on 15 Dec is down on the last three years.
The table below shows the maximum annual count at any site since 2002:

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
255 265 420 215 300 436 198 75 107 204 150 90

Thelast count exceeding 1000 was back in winter 1986

During spring,highest counts at Findhorra in Marwere14 on £ 26 on 1Y, 24 on 13 and 22 on 18
Very few seen there in ApriElsewhere, 60 at Burgheac{s5 Mar,10 Nairn pier 3 Apr and 13 Kingsteps 5
Apr.

The forty-one records, mainly in singlegtires, received from Findhornalp throughout MayAugustmake
pinpointing the last spring record and the first to return from breeding grounds rather difficult. The onl
sizabl e fAgapo wibetiveend>-22 Maye The fird jsivenileansted was at Lossie estuamy/

Aug.

In summer a flock of .60 flew west past Portknockie 24 Aug.

Turnstone Arenaria interpres
Common winter visitor, small numbers in summer.
Winter monthly maxima at main sites were:

Jan Feb Oct Dec
DelniesNairn 3 18 23 10
Nairn/Culbin Bar 33 40 33 42
Findhorn 35 42 44 34
Burghead Bay 15 0 0 0
Burghead-Hopeman 57 10 28 39
Lossiemouth 8 7 43 43
Spey estuary 9 0 6 9
Portgordon-Strathlene 92 112 139 110

As usual the Portgorde@trathlenerocky shore counted during WeBS surveys, held thighestnumbers.
Other winter counts included 39 Findhorn 1 Mar, 23 Spey estuary 2 4@aBurghead 3 Maand 29
Findhorn pierl8 Nov.

Spring: During Apiil, countsof 10 or more were 33 Culle®t”, 15 Spey estuaty™ & 24" 13 Nairn12"
(and 120n 18" andc.50 Burghead 15 ApAA flock of 38 mainly in breeding plumagevere inPortgordon
harbour or24 Apr. The onlycount in double figurein May was of 16 in breeding plumage at Lossiemouth
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north pier on the @ The last to be reported prior to departing to breeding grounds was of a single on th
east dunes at Findhorn 26 Malwo at Lossiemouth north piesn 30 Junwere probably remaining in
Moray over thesummer

Very unusudly, a sngle Turnstone was seem the Cairngorm plateaan 1 Jun (MDa).

Summerautumn:Only small numbes presentduring Juy with some evidence of a return late in the month
when 6 Burghead 29 8 Lossie estuary 80and 6 Nairn 31st. Numbers pickegh in August with the
highest courgtbeing20 Burghead 8 and 28 Findhorn Bay 029"-30". Highest September count was also
atFindhornwhere 44 at the south pier aa".

Knot Calidris canutu s
Very common migrant and winter visitor.
Winter maxima were:

Jan Feb Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 354 1120 5 nc 1500+
Findhorn Bay 58 c80 14 c.350 320
Lossiemouth 0 10 1 0 0

NearNairn harbour flock ofc.1500-c.2500 was present between2UDec (SMc).

Highest counts during other months were 83 Findhorn Bay 3 Mar, 128 FindagraBApr, 44 Losie
estuary 1 May, 66 Findhornag 28 Jul, S0 Tugnet 1 Aug and 20 Burghead 28 Sep.

The last spring record prior teaving forthe breeding groursdwasl Findhorneast dunes o827 May and
the first assumed to have returnveere 2 adults in breedimgumage athe Spey estuary ohJul.

Ruff  Calidris pugnax

Scarce autumn migrant, rare in spring.

All records were in autumn.

Recorded mostly on thieossie estuary, where the first waguvenile on the 2 Aug (HF). Later there,in
August,were1 on239 2 (male &femald on24™ (DAG), 3 (male & 2 females) 085" (DAG, HF, ABa)
and 1 or26™ (DAG, DMai). In Sepember the Lossie estuary hosted 2de & femald on 7" (GB, DAG),
1 male on &, 1on 2F'and 2 fhale& femald on 24" (DAG).

Elsewherea single birdvasreported from the Spey estuany eight days between -8B Aug (MJHC et al.)
but it is uncertain whether the same individual was involved throughfdu®ortknockie two flew over the
old railway line on 24 Aug (RP) anchewas in Findhorn By on 11 Sep (AJL).

Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea

Scarce migrant.

Prior to this year there haxanly been eight spring records, so 2013 was unufirat of the year was 1
Lossie estuary 25 Apr (DAG). This is the earliest redordVoray & Nairn. Prior to thisthe earliest wam
2008, on6 May - coincidentally the same date as the second bird of 2018eeding plumage at Kingston
(DMP). All the other spng records were from Findhornal whereone was present betwed@-16 May,
with 2 on 18' (RSC, GMcM).
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A good number of reports duritgte summer into autumtut never more than three together

First were 2 adultsstill showing traces of breeding plumage,tta¢ Spey estuaryn 25-27 Jul (DMP,
MJHC, LSi). The only Augistrecord wasl Lossie estuary on 34DPi). In September, 1 Spey estuary on
1st(MJHC)was the only autumn record thefd Lossie estuary during Segpnber the pattern of occurrence
was 1 on %, 8" and 18, 3 on 14, 2 on 18 and 18, 1 on 28-21% 2 on 29%and 1 on 2%-24" (DAG, HF

et al.). It is very likely that a small number of lingering birds accounted for these reltofiadhorn By
during Sepember, 2 on2" 7" and 16", and 1 on 2% (DMP). On the ¥ there were two individuals, one
associating with Dunlin and the other with Redshank (GMENVP). The last record of the year was
Lossie estuary 11 Oct (EH}he latest sinc@007 whenthere were records on 13 and 15 Oct.

Sanderling Calidris alba
Scace migrant and fairly common but very localised winter visitor.
Monthly maxima at théhree mairsites were:

Winter-spring:

Feb March April May June

207 nc nc nc nc
33 nc 42 14 2
5 0 0 2 0

Late summeautumn:

nc
c100 62 23 42 13 51

7 9 10 6 15 12
The count of 207 on the CulbiraBon 10 Feb (AY)s thehighest since 226 during D608.
Unusuallynumerous at the Spey estuary in late July w2ean 29" and 15 on 38 (MJHC). The last birds
recorded prior to heading north to breeding grounds \Rdressiemouth east beach 1 Jun and the first
returning birds wer8, still in breeding plumaget thesame locatiomn 4 Jul.
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Dunlin  Calidris alpina

Scarce breeder, very common migrant and winter visitor.

Breeding: Two records were received from potentialdirgegrounds in the Cairngormd Creag Mhor 16
JunanddBei nn a6 Chaornainn 22 Jun (GW

Winter monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Oct Nov Dec
Nairn/Culbin Bars 315 348 5 nc 600
Findhorn Bay ¢.1300 1285 414 ¢.1500 940
Lossiemouth 130 50 7 106 31

The highest count during Melrwas of c600 Findhorn Bay ot3". Unusual high numbeis winter atthe
Spey estuary wher®4 on 22 Feb and 69 on 31 Dé&tsewhere35 Portgordor20 Oct.

Spring passagé€ounts in Findhorn Bay in May show the following pattern:

Dunlin- Findhorn Bay in Sprin
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During May at Lossiemohtthere was a peak of 79 @ffand at the Spey estuary the highest count was 16
on the 18 the same day as the peak &3 at FindhornUnusually,two flew westover Loch Spynie 026
May.
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Autumn passage (Julyegembe): Numerous counts from Findhorn Bayave an indicatio of autumn
migration as illustrated in the graph below

Dunlin- Findhorn Bay in Autumr
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The peak was 1200 on 1 Sep. At the Spey estuary, counts of 220 on 28 Aug, 225 on 1 Sep and reducir
131 on 9 Sep were very much in line with the timing of movements through FindhoriN@aprrelation
from Lossiemouth with the maximum was 46 on 28 Jul.

Purple Sandpiper  Calidris maritima
Common winter visitor.
Main winter site maxima were:

JanuaryMarch OctoberDecember

Burghead-Hopeman 27 17
Lossiemouth 45 64
Portgordon-Strathlene 38* 8*

* recorded only at Buckpool, where also 22 on 9 Apr.
In less usual site42 Covesea 7 Dec, 4 Culbin Bar 15 Dec, 1 Cullen 9 & 24 Apr and, at Nairn, 2 on 13 Jan,

8 on 19 Nov and 9 on 6 Dec.
The last spring recondas24 Lossiemouth north piet May andfirst to return were Lossiemouth 9 Sep.
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Little Stint calidris minuta

Very scarce migrant, mostly in autumn.

Spring: One in breeding plumageFindhorn By 1611 Jun (MJHC et 3l

Autumn: Seen at the following localities:

Spey estuary: 8n 28 Aug 1 on 29 Aug, 2 on 30 Aug, 1 on 1 Sep, 1 on 9 S&pn 13 & 18 Sep (MIHC
CAG, HC).

Lossiemouth1 atwest beach on 30 Aug (CA@nd 1 on Lossie estuary o4& 16 Oct (HF, DMai, FA et
al.).

Nairn: 1 on 8 Sep (RW)

Little Stint, Findhorn Bay 11 Jur2013 (Photo: Tony Backx)

White - rumped Sandpiper  Calidris fuscicollis

Rare visitor.

An adult was found in Findhornay on 10 Jurand remained until 14 JuiRSC, MJHC GMcM, ABa,
RHD, RP et a). This is only the second record of this North Aic&nspecies in Moray & Nairn the first
was in Jue 2011 at Hopeman.

More details of this record can be found on pagef this Report.

Pectoral Sandpiper  Calidris melanotos

Rare visitor.

An excellent year for thidNorth American speciewith both sping and autumn recorddOne was athe
Netherton poobn the south side of Findhorragon 2 Jun (GMcM, RSC, DAG) and in autumn, eveson
the Spey estuarmyn 18 Sep (MJHC). These represent th88123" records for Moray and Nairn.
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